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Finding God at the Intersection of Our Lives

MISSION STATEMENT — Our mission is to reveal the love of Christ in all its tenderness
and grandeur to the community in which we live. We desire to embrace the wonder of
humanity in its complexity, diversity, and beauty — and to do so without precondition. In
short, we yearn to reveal the splendor of Christ and to affirm the worth of all people.
MOTTO — “Revealing Christ, Affirming All”
OUR LOGO — The church logo shows four human figures of different colors coming
together to form a cross. This represents our belief that robust spirituality develops when
a broad diversity of people come together in community.

Glendale City is a Christian church affiliated with the Seventh-day Adventist denomination.
Our congregation was one of the first Adventist churches established in this part of Southern
California. We continue to partner with this denomination locally and globally in its mission, and
recognize the many ways our denomination brings good into the world. We also recognize that
as a human organization, our denomination — and Glendale City Church itself — makes many
mistakes and is often slow to respond to God’s leading. Therefore, we maintain a congregational
posture of humility. To learn more about the Adventist church, visit www.Adventist.org.
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Pastor’s Corner

am writing a book. I hope to finish it before Jesus
I
comes. The title is “Changing Apologetics to Apologies”.
Apologetics is the discipline of defending a position (usually

religious) through the systematic use of reason. The purpose of
Christian apologetics is to defend Christianity as the true religion.
Let me just say it. Apologetics are dangerous, because in its
zeal, it could try to replace the job of the Holy Spirit to convict and
convert. In trying to heed to Christ’s calling to “make disciples of
all nations,” we could end up with the Messiah complex and feel
the burden to save the world. But God doesn’t ask us to save
the world; He only asks us to reflect His love. Are we certain that
making disciples is about teaching the doctrines? Isn’t teaching
also the job of the Holy Spirit?
Even God, while on earth, did not focus on doctrines. And
the times He seemed to theologize, the context shows He
was only responding to people trying to corner Him with
paradoxical questions. So why are Christ’s followers so
hung up on the details of theology when Jesus wasn’t? And aren’t the details only pointing toward one
core objective — to love? Besides, how well does pointing the errors of others work to convert them?
I hear only a small percentage of people actually become Christians through cognitive decision. Most
decide with their hearts. Most begin to come to church through love.
So, if dispensing knowledge through theology is not our focus, if we want to change Christian
apologetics, what should we change it to? I say let’s change apologetics to apologies. Why?
Because so many have been deeply hurt by Christianity, even traumatized as they were judged and
condemned through the law. I’m not just talking about the young girl with the mini skirt who got nasty
looks from church members, or the gay teenager that was killed by his Christian classmates. From
early on, Christians have been trying to take over the work of the Holy Spirit to convert people with
the likes of the Holy Crusades and the Spanish Inquisition, torturing and killing millions because they
refused to repent.
Do Christians have much to apologize for? Tons. So rather than shoving apologetics down people’s
throat, why don’t we start by rendering heartfelt apologies to the world for the wrongs we have
committed in the name of God? Rather than pushing “the truth” through handing out tracts and getting
people to come hear “the gospel” in our evangelistic series, why don’t we start living the gospel by
owning up to the sins we have committed to the world while bearing God’s name? Why don’t we beg
them to understand that God is not like us; that He is not hypocritical, unaccepting, exclusive, fake,
holier than thou, arrogant, narrow-minded, unhappy, guilt-driven, hateful, and intolerant? Why don’t
we change apologetics to apologies, because we have not been the witness God has called us to be,
to reflect His wondrous grace and mercy, to...
There’s a story of a church member who resorted to prostitution in hard times. When life became
unbearable, her colleagues suggested going back to her church to receive love and support. To that she
responded, “Why in the world would I do that? I felt judged there even when I wasn’t a prostitute.”
Recently, a visitor said to me how deeply moved he was for all the love he received at our church.
He said he didn’t imagine there would be an Adventist church like this. I felt proud to be associated
with such a community. It seems to me like Glendale City Church has understood the core values of
God from early on and has been heralding and living the gospel message. Rather than being defensive
about our faith, this church seems to trust God to save and got busy doing the actual calling of God
— TO LOVE. To that, I say, carry on my good and faithful friends. Don’t be shy to invite your friends
to church because it’s clear to me, people are loved here.
— Pastor Mike Kim
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Update on Relationship with
God’s Gypsy Christian Church

s you are most likely aware, Glendale City Church has received some attention from the
A
press regarding our relationship with God’s Gypsy Christian Church/Renewing Your Mind
Ministries (RYMM) because of the sexual assault crimes that have been charged against their

senior pastor, Douglas Rivera for alleged actions against minors at a hotel in the city of Covina.
I wanted to give you an update on where things stand in our facility lease relationship with them
and let you know about actions we have already taken and will take in the weeks to come.
Since Pastor Rivera’s arrest, the RYMM congregation has been in anguish and turmoil,
as you might imagine. Understandably, yet sadly, many of their newer church members
have decided to leave the congregation rather than continue with RYMM. This has left the
congregation in an untenable situation where they cannot afford to rent from us any longer, let
alone function as an independent congregation. Their supervising organization has directed
their remaining members to become part of a sister church in San Bernardino County. One
of RYMM’s officers contacted me last Saturday requesting to be released from their rental
contract. Glendale City Church has granted their request and RYMM ended their lease
relationship with us on March 1. They have a few items in storage with us that will be removed
no later than March 15th.
Between February 9 and last week, Glendale City Church took steps to ensure that anyone
and their children who attended events on our campus could count on a safe and secure
environment. Because Pastor Rivera had a key to our campus, we spent well over $ 1,000 to
re-key our exterior locks and distribute keys to our church staff and ministry leaders as well
as to A+ Adventist Children’s Center staff and the leaders of other organizations that lease
from us. A+ has had a very strong security protocol in place for many years as well as a highquality video surveillance system. Their director, Malisa Smith, communicated the RYMM
situation to the student’s parents and has kept them updated on news.
On the advice of Glendale police, I pursued a restraining order that would prohibit Pastor
Rivera from coming within 100 yards of our campus. But in court, the LA Superior Court judge
informed me that there was no legal precedent for us to request a temporary or permanent
restraining order since there are no reports of harmful actions or threatening behavior by Pastor
Rivera towards anyone who uses our campus. While we felt there was little chance of Pastor
Rivera showing up at our campus, we still tried our best to ensure that wouldn’t happen.
On Tuesday, March 13 at 7:30 p.m., Glendale City Church will be hosting a neighborhood
information session in our sanctuary. We will send invitations to residents in a 3-4 block radius
of our campus. During the session, we will share the above information with our neighbors;
introduce leaders from all the organizations that regularly use our campus; and invite the
community policing officer for our area to share information on local noise and disturbance
ordinances. And we’ll invite our neighbors to ask questions and raise any concerns that they
would like us to address. Members of Glendale City Church and the other organizations on
our campus are cordially invited to attend this event as well. We hope this time together will
create positive momentum towards a stronger and more vibrant relationship between our
congregation and our neighbors.
Thank you for continuing to pray for those involved in this tragic situation. Thank you for
doing all you can to be warm and friendly to our neighbors. One of our church’s goals is to be
the best friend of our city. Let’s push forward together towards that goal!
— Todd J. Leonard, Senior Pastor
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Which Staff Member
is the Right Fit for You?
It is a truly marvelous thing for our church to have the ability to employ qualified and dedicated
people to help us accomplish our mission of providing a safe place to grow spiritually and
empowering our compassionate work in the city. I can tell you that each of our staff is a unique
gift to me as they use their talents and passions to do ministry that I could never do. Our staff’s
got fruits and gifts of the Spirit in bushels!
Sometimes you might have a ministry need, an idea or a concern that you want to talk over
with someone. Who’s the right person to connect with? Here’s a guide to help you find the
person who is shaped specifically for you.
WAYNE LIBBY, Facility Administrator. wldinps@aol.com, 760.409.6719
If you notice something around campus that looks broken, unsafe or in need of beautification,
Wayne’s your man!
DEAN VENDOURIS, Treasurer. dinovan@prodigy.net, 818.244.7241
Have questions about setting up recurring donations online? Want to know how you can
donate some stock to the church? Need a receipt for your donation? Dean is happy to help
make your giving experience as smooth as possible
VIGEN KHACHATRYAN, Armenian Pastor. dvinwind1999@gmail.com, 747. 231.8702.
Vigen is the one to call for anything with our Armenian congregation
DORIN LATAEANU, Romanian Pastor. dorinlataeanu@yahoo.com, 909.528.2545
Dorin has led this congregation for over ten years. He’s the Romanian group expert!
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JOHNNY RAMIREZ-JOHNSON, Outreach Ministry. ramirez-johnson@fuller.edu,
909.382.1912. In addition to teaching at Fuller Seminary, Johnny gives time to our ministry
here. He loves to work with people who want to create ministries that attract new people to
City Church. Give him a call and get started today!
LEMAR SANDIFORD, High School Ministry. lpsandiford@gmail.com, 951.440. 8575.
Lemar is the newest member of our staff and has hit the ground running: coordinating weekly
worships, monthly socials and much more. Call him to learn how your teen can get involved
and how you can support him as a parent.
ANJI ARM, City Kids. anjiarmgcc@gmail.com, 818.632.7374. Anji’s been at City Church her
entire life and she shares her devoted heart and contagious energy with our City Kids’ staff
and in leading our Beginner kids and parents in weekly worship.
VICTORIA LUCERO, Secretary. glendalesda@gmail.com, 818.244.7241
Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.; Friday, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
It’s Victoria’s voice you hear when you call the church and her face that you see when you
stop by during the week. She is the one you call when you’re not sure who to contact.
She’ll get you where you need to go. Along with Mike Quishenberry, she also coordinates our
afternoon worship gathering, Urban Liturgy.
LEIF LIND, Church Administrator. leiflind4@gmail.com, 909.557.5230
Leif has spent most of his adult life as a missionary and pastor. He serves City Church
through coordinating morning worship, leading the Grace Center discussion group, managing
relationships with organizations that rent from us and keeping in touch with church members
who don’t live locally.
MIKE KIM, Associate Pastor. mikekim3@gmail.com, 8
 18.468.6453 
Mike is the guy you contact when you need a pastoral visit, want counseling or plan a baptism
or baby dedication. He also provides support and oversight to children’s and teen ministry;
serves as chaplain for A+ Adventist Children’s Center; and represents our church at Glendale
Adventist Academy.
TODD LEONARD, Senior Pastor. todd.j.leonard@gmail.com, 818.244.7241
I take the lead in working to keep our congregation faithful to our mission by: supporting all these
good people in the work they do; leading a number of church ministry committees; representing
our church to the Southern California Conference; scheduling our morning worship speakers;
and helping grow our church’s profile in Glendale through collaborations with other churches,
non-profits and civic groups.
I can guarantee that each person on this list will do their best to help you find encouragement
and strength and provide the support you need as you use your talents and gifts to live out
your mission and ministry with Glendale City Church. We’re here for you. Let us know how
we can help!
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March Events: Worship Services

Morning Worship Sermons March 3 & 17
Todd Leonard
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March Events: Worship Services
Leif Lind

Mike Kim
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March Events

Urban Liturgy

Meets Every Saturday 3-5 p.m.
Multipurpose Room
Unity • Cooperation • Collaboration

UL CALENDAR
First quarter:
“We the Community “
March– Community in Action

3 When the Community Listens
10 When the Community Cares for
One Another
17 When the Community Takes
Action
rban Liturgy carries24 When the Community Sacrifices
on the values and and Goes Through Crisis
Together

U

purposes of Glendale City
Church in a new way. Like
City Church, we affirm and value every human being regardless of
race, gender, class, education, orientation, beliefs or relationship
status. We believe that the Urban Liturgy gathering is not an
end-point in a journey, but a crossroads where people’s journeys
intersect and we find new traveling companions as we seek to
live as spiritual people in our communities. Urban Liturgy looks
to foster egalitarianism in all aspects of communal spirituality,
while honoring the Judeo-Christian-Adventist heritage of our
congregation.

D

on’t miss
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31 EASTER SABBATH
Stations of the Cross, 2 p.m.,
Sanctuary
Easter Reflection, 3 p.m.,
MPR
Game & Feast Night, 5 p.m.

M arch 24,
12:30 p . m .
F ellowship
H all
A ll W elcome

City Church meets your
needs on Los Angeles
Adventist Forum (LAAF)
Day! Stay for potluck
in the Fellowship Hall
following worship service.
Spend time with church
members, bring a favorite
food to share, and before
you know it the Forum will
begin!

______March Events

Los Angeles Adventist Forum (LAAF) @
Chapel of Good Shepherd, March 24, 2018, 3:00 p.m.
We welcome Bryan D. Ness, Ph.D.,
professor at Pacific Union College since
1989. His research interests include plant
systematics and genetics; he advises
in the areas of biology, natural science,
veterinary medicine, medical radiography,
and occupational therapy. Dr. Ness will
be presenting the findings of the Andrews
University study (published this past
March) that explored the experience of
Adventist LGBT students — relationships
with family, local church & school, as well
as emotional and social implications.

Adventist Forum, publishers of SPECTRUM and spectrummagazine.org, is an independent non-profit 501(c)(3)
organization committed to promoting community through conversation in the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

______________________________

Music at City Church

Every First and Third Wednesday of the Month!
M ARCH 7 & 21
Catch these free concerts@City Church
For more information visit glendalenoonconcerts.blogspot.com
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Saturday Worship

City Kids’ Praise Time — 10:40 a.m., Sanctuary (please turn off all cell phones

& pagers). Welcome to City Church. Our City Kids start with a joyful praise time, followed
by the worship service. We invite you to come and be a part of our City Church family!

Worship Service — 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary
Prelude

Herbert Howells

“Two Slow Airs – #1”
Kemp Smeal, organ

Welcome & Call to Worship
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his love for those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions from us.
Praise the Lord, O my soul.
Opening Hymn

“Jesus, What a Friend for Sinners”

(Please remain standing for prayer)

Allisyn Arm
Mike Quishenberry

Prayer Response
O Jesus, blest Redeemer, sent from the heart of God,
Hold us, who wait before Thee, near to the heart of God.
Worship in Song

“Give Me Jesus”
Clarissa Shan-Lewis, soprano

— Ps 103

No. 187

Lamb’s Offering & City Kids’ Story Time
Greetings & Prayers of the Congregation

Todd Leonard

(No. 495)

Arr. Moses Hogan

Scripture Reading
John 2:13-22
Tony Biehl
When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the
temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables
exchanging money. So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts,
both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their
tables. To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s
house into a market!” His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will
consume me.”
The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your
authority to do all this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise
it again in three days.”
They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise
it in three days?” But the temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from
the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the
words that Jesus had spoken.
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Worship in Song
Sermon

Arr. Moses Hogan

“Somebody’s Knockin’ at Yo’ Door”
Clarissa Shan-Lewis, soprano

“Ending Manipulative Religion: Stop Selling Indulgences”

Call to Offering
Offertory

		

Todd Leonard

Todd Leonard, Stephanie Azali

“If God Be For Us” from Messiah
Clarissa Shan-Lewis, soprano

G. F. Handel

(Unless otherwise marked, loose offering goes to local church expense)

Hymn of Response

“God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”

No. 636
Tune: Nettleton
(1) God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store:
Nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered door.
Gifted by you, we turn to you, off’ring up ourselves in praise:
Thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.
(2) Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, your Son:
All at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the church made one.
Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone:
Born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at your throne.
(3) Treasure, too, you have entrusted, gain through pow’rs your grace conferred:
Ours to use for home and kindred, and to spread the gospel Word.
Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ’s ageless call.
Healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving you by loving all.

Benediction (Please be seated after the benediction)

Todd Leonard

Musical Response
Postlude

“Orgelstücke, Op. 59: Toccata”

Max Reger

Whether you’re a regular member or a visitor, we encourage you to continue to fellowship
with our Church family after the worship service!
Please also feel free to contact any of our pastoral staff if you have a question, want a visit, or need help.

Elder

of the

Day: Mike Quishenberry

•

Deacon

of the

Day: Glenda Mendizabal
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March Events
th

March 8 is

International

Women’s Day!

Make a difference for women in need in our community
by donating to the Glendale YWCA Women’s Shelter!

The shelter is in need of the following items:
 Bath towels

 Kids/adults toothbrushes

 Diapers (size NB‐4)

 Kids/adults toothpaste

 Baby bottles

 Pads/tampons

 Baby wipes

 Shampoo/conditioner

 Teething rings

 Body wash

 Plastic clothes hangers  Deodorant
 Newborn toys

 Socks (adult and child sizes)

 Soy formula

 Pacifiers

 Granola bars

 Inflatable Twin mattresses

Please donate!

A box marked ‘YWCA Women’s Shelter’ will be in the narthex
throughout the month of March for donations.
All items should be new and in sealed packaging.
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Belonging: The Heart of Glendale City Church
“Breaking Bagels Together” by Joe Martinson
esus’ first miracle changed water into
J
Welches. And not just a couple of
bottles, but 162 gallons of the finest. Ernest
and Julio were put to shame by the Galilean
vintner according to the wine steward at the
wedding in Cana.
Wedding feasts in those days could last
a week. Mary, the virgin mom, worried that
running out of wine would be a buzz kill and
embarrass the host. So, she got her miraculous
boy, who wouldn’t make bread from stones to
feed himself, to save the day. Thanks to Jesus,
the guests continued to party hardy.

Food and drink are important themes in the Bible. Jesus called himself “living water” and the
“bread of life.” Taste and see that the Lord is good. When the lost are saved, there’s a party in heaven.
Jesus turned a lad’s lunch into a crowd pleaser at one of his mountain side seminars. Feeding
5,000 in itself was compelling dinner theater, so the real miracle was remembering the sermon.
Then our eco-friendly Savior had his boys gather up 12 baskets of leftovers to feed the unfortunate.
After Jesus returned from the dead, he threw a fish fry on the beach. Perhaps they sang the first
century equivalent of “Kumbaya” while marveling at the Lord’s culinary skills, not to mention his immortality.
But the best remembered meal of all times we refer to as the Last Supper. The evening
starts with Jesus as the sanitation purveyor washing 24 filthy feet.
This wasn’t the sterile quid pro quo sprinkling of water on prewashed tootsies we practice
today. It would be more like Pastor Todd stepping down from his exulted duties to clean
parishioners’ toilets that stink from months of neglect.
We really don’t capture the comradery of the upper room either, sequestered in pews as
somber faced deacons serve up micro portions of grape juice and bits of broken wheat thins, or
by lining up to dip a wafer in wine like others do.
The Lord’s Supper wasn’t a wake to mourn the death of their leader. The 12 didn’t know the
future after all. It was a celebration with the living Jesus.
That is what we should do in his memory, feast together in joy. Communion is about
communing, a social event.
City Church quarterly follows the sermon with the sacraments, but weekly we also have the
Lord’s breakfast at our Courtyard Café. Its location is significant. Like our communion it is open
to all, not just members.
This opportunity to break bagels together is due in large part to the vision and support of Dr.
Allan McDonald. Allan believes that eating and drinking together symbolizes an important truth:
we are the body of Christ, and his blood runs through our broken and bruised bodies.
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Allan enlisted family, his brother Rodger, and Rodger’s daughter Meridyth, to feed our
community every week. Allan and his beloved kin serve all because we are all family and share
divine DNA created in the image and likeness of God.
Allan joined our congregation as a friend instead of a member. Friends can hold office at
City, as discussed in last month’s column. Allan not only blesses others through the Courtyard
Café, but serves on several committees and is chairman of the church endowment board.
Allan and Rodger grew up in a little town in Oregon. Their mom grew up an Adventist, but
left the church and married their dad, a Catholic.
Tragedy struck when the brothers contracted polio, perhaps from a stream they played in
that was contaminated with raw sewage. A rare Adventist in this small community, Mrs. Lancaster,
aided by her band of helpers, volunteered to treat the boys.
Sears and Roebuck catalogs were heated and taped to the boys’ now useless legs followed
by water treatments and hours of massages. Allan was so impressed by the love and devotion
of these selfless workers that he promised God he would dedicate his life to serving children if
he could walk again.
Allan and Rodger both recovered. You would never know they had polio.
Allan got a job working on a ranch of a business associate of his father to pay for college.
The next summer, Allan didn’t earn enough money to return to Walla Walla College, so he took
a job in a saw mill. The rancher, hearing of Allan’s plight, offered to pay his way through college
and then medical school.
Allan envisioned fulfilling his promise to God as a medical missionary, healing children in
faraway lands. He considered pediatrics, but became fascinated with the mind. So, he specialized
in developmental psychiatry helping unloved and unlovable children find belonging.
Rodger also dedicated his life to helping children as a teacher. He specialized in helping
those who had special needs, the too bright to be challenged in a regular classroom and those
who find a regular classroom challenging.
Rodger suffered another medical setback later in life. He is a diabetic. Losing all feeling
in his feet was a wakeup call. Rather than rely on insulin, he constantly monitors his blood and
amazingly controls sugar levels just through diet and exercise.
Rodger’s daughter Meridyth, is a photographer and artist with a passion to feed the homeless.
Every week the leftovers from courtyard café are gathered up, like Jesus did, and distributed by
Meridyth to the displaced.
Meridyth feeds people more than the leftovers from Saturday morning can satisfy. The
homeless need to eat daily. So, find the donation box in the courtyard and show your appreciation
for all that the McDonalds do by paying it forward.
We are the church, and you are an important part of the story. Tell me your story in
person or by email, jmartinson@martinsound.com.
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City Kids & Open Door Youth Ministries
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we meet every
Saturday morning
at 11:15 a.m.
following the
Courtyard Cafe. we
welcome all teens
to join us at the
Open Door
Teen Café &
Lounge. our
gathering time
allows us to
worship, play
games, discuss,
and listen to the
spoken word.
follow our monthly
activity calendar @
glendalecitysda.
com/high-schoolgatherings

Join us:
Mar. 10 Morning Worship is
Youth Sabbath @ 11 a.m.
Mar. 10, 7-9 p.m.
Youth Lazer Tag @ TheZone,
Glendale. $8 per game.
PLAN on 2 rounds. Parents
welcomed.
Mar. 31 Easter Sabbath
(see flyer previous page)
All date and events are subject to
change. Check in often at our
webpage.

18
18
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____________Personal Growth Marketplace
What is a Personal Growth Marketplace?

Thanks to our Christian ancestors, incorporating Christian education into congregational
life has been one of the core missions of any local church. Whether through catechism
classes, baptismal classes, Sunday School or Sabbath School classes, churches have made
the investment to help children, teens, and adults of all ages continue to grow as children of
God. Glendale City Church has always worked hard to resource our educational programs
for children and youth, usually paying one or more staff to spend many hours each week
preparing, teaching, and pastoring our young generations into the faith. And our church’s
adults have had great options over the years to grow in their understanding of scripture,
wrestle with current issues, find support during difficult times, and break free of detrimental
habits.
You may have already sensed that our church has been shifting its strategy with what we do
during our dedicated Sabbath School or Christian Education hour on Saturday mornings:
•

We have shifted our City Kids children’s worship and our Open Door high school student
worship to take place the same time as our morning worship experience for adults so
exhausted families can sleep in a bit and still make sure their kids get their spiritual growth
opportunity while mom and dad get to experience worship in the sanctuary.
• Right before morning worship, Pastor Mike and our City Kids’ staff have created a great
family praise time for all ages in the sanctuary at 10:40.
• And by now you’ve had a chance to sample the delicious breakfast that’s served at our
Courtyard Café from 9:00-10:30. In addition to fueling you up for the day, our café’s mission
is to provide an enjoyable venue where you can connect with friends old and new.
In 2018, you’re going to start seeing more and more personal growth options that you, your
loved ones, and your friends can explore. We’ll continue to have our weekly Bible studies in
three languages, Pastor Leif’s Grace Center book discussion group, and The Living Project
support group. January brings two new opportunities: our weekly Communitas Jump Start
Center (see this month’s article) and the launch of our monthly Seniors Academy, where
we provide a seminar designed to help our wise and seasoned church family members find
practical growth strategies for your stage of life’s
journey. We’re pleased to welcome and introduce
someone who has invested his life’s work in helping
seniors thrive in their personal life mission: Reverend
Douglas Edwards with HumanGood. In January,
Doug was our guest speaker for morning worship
on January 20, and provided his first seminar during
potluck that same day. Then in February and March,
Rev. Edwards will be back on the third Saturday of
the month to lead a morning seminar from 9:30-10:30
and a luncheon seminar following morning worship.
In the months to come, watch for the launch of
additional groups like Todd Leonard’s weekly pastor’s
class, and other great seminars that will make you
want to be on our campus bright and early. Welcome
to 2018. And welcome to the newest version of the
classic Glendale City Church Sabbath School hour:
The Personal Growth Marketplace.
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Personal Growth Marketplace
THIS MONTH @ PERSONAL GROWTH MARKETPLACE (9:30-10:30 A.M.)
Sabbath School Quarterly (Traditional)—Current study theme: “Stewardship: Motives of the Heart”

•

English Language Study–Chapel
Armenian Language Study–Room 11
Romanian Language Study–Room 13

• Grace Center (Fellowship Hall, North Side)—Current Book: “What We Talk About
When We Talk About God”. Bestselling author and pastor Rob Bell (“Love Wins”) tackles the
question of how to make our concept of God relevant in today’s world, and how not to see
God as someone who seems mean, primitive, and at odds with scientific truth. Come and join
in the discussion!
•

NEW! Adventist Beliefs Bible
Study (Sanctuary)–Follows
H.M.S. Richard’s Bible Study.

•

JumpStart Center (courtyard)

Adventist Beliefs
Bible Study

The Communitas JumpStart
Center at Glendale City Church
opens January 2018

an introduction to beliefs shared by
many Seventh-day Adventist Christians
BEGINNING SATURDAY, MARCH 3

PART OF THE PERSONAL GROWTH MARKETPLACE
Saturdays, 9:30-10:30 am, at Glendale City Church

Just lost your job? Need to find
affordable housing? Time to put together
a resume? Looking for local healthcare
or educational resources for your kids?
Beginning in January, Glendale City
Church welcomes a the Communitas
JumpStart Center to our campus. Each
Saturday, a supportive and knowledgeable
case manager will be available in Classroom
9 from 9:00-11:00a.
Learn more and get acquainted with
the executive director, Jason Schlatter, at an
informational table in the courtyard on
January 13 and 20. Pick up informational
brochures and an invitation card to share
with loved ones and neighbors.

• The Living Project (Red Room)—Social
& interactive sharing of personal, cultural,
religious, scientific, and scriptural stories. As we
connect with our stories we seek to discover our
common story in God.
Seniors Academy, March 17
•
(Fellowship
Hall,
North)–Rev.
Douglas Edwards returns to teach
on “Christ’s Call in the Third Half
of Life.” The morning session will
take place at 9:30. Continue the
conversation after worship service at
a special luncheon.
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Coming in April, a new Personal Growth Marketplace Option:
Living the Questions (April 21– September 1)

__________________April Sneak Peek

You’re
invited
to the
Glendale City Church

Spring Picnic!
Saturday, April 21st
After service

Verdugo Park
1621 Canada Blvd.

All are welcome!
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Adventist Education

_______________________________
“Where Everybody is Somebody Special”

News….

Hello Church Family…

Dinner Night Out- is Thursday, March 15 at BJ’s
Restaurant at 101 N Brand Blvd.
ALL DAY!!!

Remember to pick up a flyer before you go!

THANK YOU for your support!
A+ Adventist Children’s Center

234 N. Isabel St, Glendale, CA 91206

818-241-9353
Malisa Smith, Director
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GLENDALE ADVENTIST ACADEMY

Experience GAA!

YOU ARE INVITED!
Who:
What:
When:
Where:

Why:

All students entering grades 9-12 in 2018 or 2019
Academy Day at GAA
Wednesday, November 8, 2017
8:15 am – 2:00 pm
Glendale Adventist Academy
700 Kimlin Drive
Glendale, CA 91206
818-244-8671
Visit the campus of Glendale Adventist Academy, meet the teachers and learn
about quality Christian education, meet new friends and potential
classmates, experience fun activities, eat great food, enjoy free gifts,
scholarship opportunities available

SPIRITUAL GROWTH
INTELLECTUAL GROWTH
PHYSICAL GROWTH
SOCIAL GROWTH

www.glendaleacademy.org

700 Kimlin Drive, Glendale, CA 91206

818-244-6781
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Community Services

The Caesura Youth Orchestra
(CYO) is a new charitable
organization based on the
El Sistema model to provide
urban youth with a positive
community where they can
through music experience a
break from the negative impact
of drugs, gangs, and economic
disadvantages.
mycyo.org
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Pastoral Staff

Todd Leonard, Senior (818-244-7241, office)
Mike Kim, Associate (818-468-6453)
Leif Lind, Church Administration (909-557-5230)
Rudy Torres, Emeritus (714-318-1975)
Smuts van Rooyen, Emeritus

Church Directory

Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach (909-382-1912)
Lemar Sandiford, Youth (951-440-8575)
Vigen Khachatryan, Armenian (747-231-8702)
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian (909-528-2545)

Church Officers

Head Elder–John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Elder–Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
Head Deacon–Ronald Matusea (818-730-0350)
Head Deacon–Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
Church Board Chair–John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Choir Director–Clarissa Shan-Lewis (909-709-3596)
Organist–Kemp Smeal (714-658-4885);
Taylor Ruhl, assistant (909-557-5229)

Secretary–Victoria Lucero (glendalesda@gmail.com)
Treasurer–Dean Vendouris (818-244-7241, office)
Church Clerk–Mindi Rüb (mindilus@mac.com)
Children’s Ministries–Anji Arm (818-632-7374)
Audio Visual–Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
A+ School Board Chair–Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)
A+ School Director–Malisa Smith (818-241-9353)
Facilities Administrator–Wayne Libby (760-409-6719)

Parking Diagram

Plenty of church parking is available in the lower level of the Glendale Fashion Center. Garage
entrances are on Glendale Ave. and Wilson Ave. Staircase to California Ave. and Sanctuary is in
northwest corner of garage. Walkway to Isabel St. and Chapel is north of the Ralph’s delivery dock.
Special needs parking is available just south of the chapel on Isabel St.

Transit Info

• Metro Local 90, 91 and Glendale Beeline 3, 31, 32: stop at Glendale Ave. and California Ave.
Walk one block west on California
• Metro Express 780, 180, 181 and Glendale Beeline 4, 11: stop at corner of Broadway and
Glendale Ave. Walk one block west on Broadway and two blocks north on Isabel St.
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