
Finding god at the intersection oF our Lives                                                         January 1, 2022
on campus today at gLendaLe city church, January 1:
•   8:30 a.m.: Spanish-language Services with Pastor Johnny Ramirez-Johnson on our YouTube 

Channel.

•   9:30 a.m.: Personal Growth Marketplace events  have been canceled for this week. They 
will resume next week..

•11:00 a.m.: Morning Worship Service with Pastor Todd Leonard. Also available online, 
https://YouTube.com/c/GlendaleCityChurch.

this Week at gLendaLe city church:
•   7:00 p.m. Social Jesus Heartgroup by Herb Montgomery, each Wednesday at https://Zoom.

us/j/8182447241, discussing Jesus’ call to bringing justice and equality to all. To prepare for 
each meeting, see Herb’s study guide or podcast (https://RenewedHeartMinistries.com).

on campus next saturday at gLendaLe city church, January 8, 2022:
•11:00 a.m.: Online (only) Morning Worship and Communion Service with Pastor Todd 

Leonard. Be prepared to provide your own bread and juice to partake online!

neW gathering postponement due to covid omicron: 
Please note that at least for January 8 and 15 there will be 

no Live church service (Online services only)
Because infection rates in Los Angeles County remain very high, 

Glendale City Church is postponing the resumption of additional gatherings.
Please note that 

Courtyard Café, Godly Play, tiny tots, youth lounGe, GCC sPanish, 
GraCe Center, and livinG ProjeCt disCussions 

will not begin on January 8 as planned. 
Please watch for announcements in the bulletin and on social media 

on when these gatherings will begin. 



saturday WorshiP – 11:00 a.m. (please silence your electronic devices)
We welcome you as you worship with us online today. Please feel free to contact any of our pastoral staff 
if you have a question, want a visit, or need help:
 • https://glendalecitychurch.org
 • https://facebook.com/glendalecitychurch
 • phone 818-244-7241

Prelude                                                                     “Arioso”                                         Johann Sebastian Bach
Taylor Ruhl, organ

Call to Worship                                                                                                                               Todd Leonard

For the wisdom of our elders bringing us safely to this place;
God of our yesterday, we give you thanks.

For the vision of new generations opening windows to new views;
God of our tomorrow, we give you thanks.

For the promise of this community creating new covenants 
blending heritage and hope;

God of our today, we give you thanks.

Opening Hymn                                 “On This Day of Celebration”           Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 1999
Tune: hymn to joy

 (1) On this day of celebration, at this time when hopes are new,
 God, we gather as your people, called to put our trust in you.
 You have made the world we live in; you have worked through history.
 In your plan we find our purpose, in your love, our unity.

 (2) Long ago, you sent our Savior to this world in deep despair.
 In your love you came to save us, and through love our sins to bear.
 Christ has died and Christ is risen! At this new year we proclaim:
 Yesterday, today, forever — Jesus Christ is still the same!

 (3) Through two thousand years of changes, through these passing centuries,
 You have called your church to witness to Christ’s love that claims and frees.
 Each new generation heard you, each has found a fresh new way
 To make known the life you offer, to the people in their day.

 (4) On this day, we pause and wonder what the future years will bring,
 Yet we know you clothe each flower and you make each sparrow sing.
 How much more will you protect us with your guiding, caring hand!
 By your Spirit, lead us boldly in the future you have planned.



Prayers of the Congregation                                                                                                              Leif Lind

Worship in Music                                           “Coventry Carol”                                                         Traditional
Liesl Acquistapace, flute

Scripture Reading                                           John 1:1-14                                                               Leif Lind

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made 
that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify 
concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light; 
he came only as a witness to the light.

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and 
though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God — children born not of 
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Sermon                                          “Umuntu Ngumuntu Ngabantu —                             Todd Leonard
The Son of Man and Desmond Tutu“

Call to Offering                                                                                                                                  Todd Leonard

Offertory                                                     “Air from ‘Water Music’”                                                G. F. Handel
Taylor Ruhl, organ

Hymn of Response                       “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”                                              No. 114

Benediction                                                                                                                                        Todd Leonard

Postlude                                      “The Prince of Denmark’s March”                            Jeremiah Clarke



Keep Up With City Church!
 • Get your copy of Intersections, our monthly magazine, mailed each month. To subscribe, email   
      Serena Miller at glendalesda@gmail.com
 • Visit our website & sign up for our weekly e-newsletter: https://GlendaleCityChurch.org 
 • Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
 • Download our “Glendale City Church” app at your App Store

610 East California Avenue, Glendale, CA 91206 • 818-244-7241 • glendalecitychurch.org
“Revealing Christ, affirming all”

announcements:
The Church is open today, but masks are still required for everyone. The campus will be 
closed for at least the next 2 weeks. Please follow updates on Facebook and our web-page. 
Live-streaming will continue every week for all who wish to particiupate.

Prayer Concerns: • Remember those dealing with Covid during the present surge. Prayers are 
appreciated for Glenda Mendizabal and Serena Miller, who recently tested positive. • The 
memorial service for David Wilkens, who passed away recently, will be held at our church on 
Sunday, Jan. 16 at 2 p.m. All are invited to celebrate his life and memory. (Follow updates on 
this event if any changes occur regarding in-person attendance.)

happy neW year! 75 years ago today, on January 1, 1947, Dr. and Mrs. Milton Ruhl were 
married here at Glendale City Church. Their son, Taylor (whose birthday is also January 1) as well 
as their granddaughter, Liesl Ruhl Acquistapace, are providing our music today in their honor 
and memory. Their son-in-law, Leif Lind, has been one of our associate pastors here for the last 
17 years. Also interesting is the fact that the father of church member George Scheideman was 
one of Dr. Ruhl’s groomsmen.

Second Saturday Concerts: This year’s series begins with a 4 p.m. organ concert on January 
8 by Lukas Hasler. (Please follow updates as to whether this will be in-person or virtual.) Lukas 
comes to us from Vienna, Austria and his concert here was originally scheduled for January 
2020. He has performed at numerous festivals throughout Europe, Israel, and the United States; 
his concert at Glendale City will include works by Bach, Widor, and Franck.

sign up to Join the 2022 gLendaLe peaceWaLk: Last year, Glendale City Church launched a new 
community tradition that invites us to celebrate the ideals of Martin Luther King Jr. and recommit 
ourselves to his peacemaking work. This year, the walk moves to its permanent calendar spot of 
MLK Day which is Monday, January 17, beginning at 10:00 a.m. If you would like to represent 
our church, please register in the foyer or at glendalesda@gmail.com with your name and t-shirt 
size. Learn more at www.glendalepeacewalk.org.

Liberating the church From vioLence — adventist peace summit: Join City Church and other 
Adventist Peace Churches around the country on January 15, 2022, at 2:00 p.m. for this YouTube- 
and Facebook-streaming summit featuring Shane Claiborne, Christian non-violence activist 
and writer, and Adventist justice leaders addressing the challenge of the church’s implicit 
endorsement of militarism and violence. Learn more at adventistpeace.org/summit.

The Dinner Table: Beginning Saturday, January 22, 1:00 p.m., Debbie Wood-Martinson will host 
this monthly gathering for those journeying through grief. To learn more and to RSVP, contact 
the church office: 818-244-7241 x202 or glendalesda@gmail.com.


