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Glendale City is a Christian church affi  liated with the Seventh-day 
Adventist denomination. Our congregation was one of the fi rst 
Adventist churches established in this part of Southern California.  While 
we continue to partner with this denomination, we are in a posture of 
protest against the unjust actions taken by our General Conference 
that attempt to undermine the contextualized work of the Adventist 
churches and centers of education in the Western United States.  We 
are in solidarity with the actions of our Pacifi c Union Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both women and men as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current 

science to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities
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Our mission is to reveal the love 
of Christ in all its tenderness and 

grandeur to the community in which 
we live. We desire to embrace 
the wonder of humanity in its 

complexity, diversity, and beauty—
and to do so without precondition. 

In short, we yearn to reveal the 
splendor of Christ and to affirm the 

worth of all people.

We are committed to curating 
open tables—simple relational 

spaces that foster loving 
mutuality, compassionate 

service and holistic spirituality—
that hospitably welcome 
new people into our faith 

community.

Would you like to receive 
Intersections on a regular 

basis?  We publish our 
magazine every other month.  

If you would like to be on 
our mailing list, please email 

glendalesda@gmail.com
and let us know!

Revealing Christ, 
Affirming all

The
Open Table



Open
Table

A VISION FOR 2022
by Todd Leonard

It’s about that time of year again: we try to remember where 
we put a few special pieces of furniture that just sit and 
gather dust the rest of the year.  As some of us prepare to 
welcome extended family into our homes for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas dinner, we dig out the folding chairs, the 
card table, the TV trays (do they still make those?) and the 
leaf to our kitchen or dining room tables.  Once we fi nd the 
furniture, then it’s a question of what’s in the cupboards. 
Do we have enough odds-and-ends of plates, glasses and 
silverware to serve everyone? Or will we be going with the 
festive cornucopia-themed paper and plastic table settings 
from the local Ralph’s instead?  Getting the loved ones 
together means sacrifi cing some of whatever order and 
elegance our home normally has.  But it’s worth it.  There’s 
no place like home for the holidays.  

And there’s no place quite like Glendale City Church.  This 
faith community has been the congregational home for 
tens of thousands over the 115 years of our existence.  
There are many who were born here and then grew up, 
got married, and raised children of their own here. It’s had 
amazing children’s ministries, Pathfi nder clubs and youth 
groups.  It launched an academy and a preschool that have 
educated generations of children.  It’s been the home for 
the best classical music of any Adventist church in Los 
Angeles.  Its pastors and lay leaders made it a champion for 
open and progressive theology.  And it’s been a haven for 
those who needed a place of grace, a church whose doors 
were open for all—a body of Christ that welcomed and 
healed the wounded.  

But it’s no secret that like the other great churches in our 
city, and most Adventist congregations in our nation, 
Glendale City Church no longer sees large numbers 
streaming through our doors.  Don’t get me wrong: our 
faith community is still dynamic and vibrant.  The 150 of us 
who still attend in person and online each week create a 
spiritual experience that is profound and compelling.  But 
the reality is this: when people in Glendale and beyond start 
looking for a place to grow spiritually, they’re not coming 
to the grand cathedrals, including the one at the corner 
of Isabel and California, to do so.  Most aren’t going to any 
church, mosque or synagogue.  Established religion is dying 
in America.  Our own Southern California Conference just 
published research that suggests that based on our current 
trajectory, there won’t be any Adventists left in Los Angeles 
by 2060.1  Why?  Most people under the age of 50 view 
religion as irrelevant at best and harmful at worst.  

So what do we do with this reality?  Do we accept it and 
just ride off  into the sunset?  Do we deny it and refuse to try 
anything new, believing that eventually people will come 
back?  Do we wring our hands about it and beat ourselves 
up for not being good enough to overcome the tidal wave 
of societal change?  

Or do we listen?  Do we pay attention to the people of 
God who have turned their backs on the church?  Do we 
recognize that maybe we need to learn from what society’s 
collective voice is saying?  

4intersections



If Jesus is our North Star, our Guiding Light in the darkness, his ministry 2000 years ago suggests that the 
established religious system of his day was no longer connecting with the average person living in Judea. He 
came begging for the religious leaders to wake up.  But he also recognized that his eff orts with them would 
most likely be futile.  So, while he never intended to make a new religion, he did bring spirituality back to 
the street, creating new community at the local parks, on the hillsides, at the beach and in people’s homes.  
People hungering for genuine connection with God, longing to be touched by grace and desperate to know 
they mattered, found what they needed not by attending synagogue, studiously following dogmatic rules or 
practicing sacrifi cial rituals in the temple courts, but by sitting at Jesus’ feet and following him as he walked 
down dusty roads.  

In 2022, we are going to work to relevantly connect our neighbors to the story of God in new ways.  We’re 
calling this vision “The Open Table.”  We’re pulling out the tv trays, putting the leaf in the kitchen table and 
setting up the folding chairs to create space for new people to fi nd their connection with God through our 
faith community.  Part of that will be through new gatherings that will take place on our campus.  In this 
issue of Intersections, you’ll read about Godly Play, our new Sabbath gathering for children that creates 
sacred space where they can tangibly interact with the stories of God and his people.  You’ll discover how 
Clara and Johnny Ramirez-Johnson are taking their online Spanish gathering and bringing it to life in our 
chapel each Saturday morning at 9:30 am.  And let me tell you about the second 11:00 am English worship 
gathering we’re launching in the chapel in February.

Chapel worship will provide a diff erent experience for people who are not drawn to the worship experience 
that we have in the sanctuary.  Pastor Mike Kim is creating a more informal and highly participative 
gathering fi lled with new music (some of it written by Mike himself ), stories from those in attendance and by 
people in the community, and dialogical teaching.  We are blessed to be in a position where we can add this 
new experience without sacrifi cing the deeply meaningful worship that already takes place in our sanctuary. 

These new initiatives combined with our existing Personal Growth Marketplace adult groups, high school 
ministry, Courtyard Café and classical concerts will be how we add more seats at the table, creating new 
space so those who are looking for a spiritual home have a place to sit.  

But more importantly, we’ll be doing more and more of church life off -campus.  Over the last number of 
years, you’ve been a part of our church’s eff orts to extend our presence beyond the boundaries of our 
property.  You’ve helped us develop organizations that serve at-risk families and children.  You’ve prepared 
countless meals to serve those who don’t always get a solid meal.  You’ve been packing dozens of food 
boxes each weekend to keep people’s cupboards full.  You’ve developed relationships with people of 
diff erent faith traditions, partnered in our eff orts to make our city more just and equitable for all, joined 300 
of our neighbors on our fi rst PeaceWalk and shown love to local law enforcement. 

And at the heart of The Open Table vision is the creation of shared meals that will take place throughout 
the city on a weekly basis.  There is nothing better for making new friendships and nurturing old ones like 
eating together.  We are calling as many members as are willing to commit to the establishment of weekly 
lunches or dinners that include open seats for new guests to join.  Whether you plan a Sabbath potluck 
in the Fellowship Hall, reserve a table for 8 at your favorite restaurant on Tuesday evenings, toast with 
virgin mimosas at a Sunday brunch, or barbeque kosher and vegan hot dogs at Verdugo Park, these meals 
together will deepen the bonds of friendship and create genuine church community without ever singing a 
hymn or listening to a sermon.  And they’ll create easy opportunities for you to invite your spouse, your work 
colleague, your neighbor or someone that you meet at worship so they can get acquainted with you and 
your friends.  

As the early followers of Jesus continued his work of bringing spirituality to the street, at the heart of their 
new “religion” was the shared meal that included a bite of bread and a sip of wine or grape juice.  It was a 
place where everyone was welcome, no one was excluded and hierarchy of class, education, race, politics 
and religion didn’t exist.  Everyone ate.  Everyone drank.  Community was formed.  And the Spirit of God 
lived in the midst of them.  May we at Glendale City Church rededicate ourselves to this experience as we 
live it out in fresh ways in 2022.  Cheers!

(1) Southern California Conference. “Ad hoc Region Structure Study and Analysis Report.”  May 2021.
https://www.2021sccsession.org.
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Godly Play is a children's program that is starting January 
8, 2022.  Mike Kim sat down with director, Debbie Hittle, to 
interview her about what parents and children can expect.

Mike:  How did you get involved with Godly Play and what 
was your fi rst impression of it?

Debbie: I got involved with Godly Play here at Glendale City 
Church some years ago.   I had already been leading a similar 
worship program for children that encouraged them to worship 
God reverently and actively, and to experience God’s love for 
them.  I was happy to see that Godly Play provided the materials 
for the leaders and children that made it easier to set up the 
environment and engage in the experience.

Mike: How is Godly Play unique and diff erent in your 
opinion?

Debbie: Godly Play builds on the premise that children, even 
small ones, have a relationship with God.   Therefore our job is 
to provide a way to nurture that relationship in community with 
other children and adults, give them the language to express 
what they’re experiencing and show how they are a part of a 
very large family of people who have had personal relationships 
with God since the beginning of time.   So, I’ll give you an 
overview of the program to show the diff erence.

At the beginning of Godly Play worship time, children are 
reminded that this is a special place to be with God, to talk 
with God, to listen to God and to hear the stories of God.   The 
prepared environment is child centered.  The storyteller and 
the children sit in a circle on the fl oor and sing a few songs to 
begin worship. The stories are told simply, using simple wooden 
fi gures for illustration.  The objective is not to teach a particular 
moral, but rather to invite the children to hear what the Holy 
Spirit wants to teach them that day.  After the group time, they 
are given time and freedom to respond individually with art 
materials or the story materials themselves.   Toward the end of 
the service we meet in a circle again to have a “feast”, (a small 
snack) and talk together about anything happening in their lives.

In our very busy, noisy, entertaining world, this worship space 
and time is more quiet, slow and thoughtful.  I think this is also 
a great time for the leaders to have an opportunity to discover 
something new about God and His ways in the familiar stories 
they’ve heard all their lives.

Mike: Okay, so I've heard that Godly play is not like other 
children's programs where leaders are up front energetic 
and loud because that’s what they think children want. 
In Godly Play children are still attentive or even more 
attentive to the quiet and soft spoken, storytelling. Do you 
have any comments on that and how it seems to go against 
conventional wisdom?

Debbie: Yes I do, and it ties in to the last question.  First, I must 

Godly
Play
The New Children’s 
Worship at Glendale 
City Church
B Y   M I K E  K I M
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say I appreciate children’s programs that are very active, lively and loud with praise.  Like adults that enjoy diff erent forms of 
worship, children do, too.   I believe that the Godly Play program is a very important counterpart. Parents and storytellers are often 
amazed at how very active young children can listen and be engaged with the stories being told in a soft spoken, simple manner.

A lot of preparation goes into this unconventional worship time. The leaders, storyteller and door person, prepare the environment 
each week.  The door person welcomes each child and asks if he is ready to go in each time.  The children are taught, or reminded, 
a few weeks each year how to walk slowly, talk softly and remember that they “have all the time they need” in this worship space. 
The story materials and art materials are put on shelves that are within easy reach of the children.  So like in Montessori schools, 
the children can get what they want to work with when refl ecting on the story, and put it back by themselves.  It’s a very hands 
on program, with lots of freedom for each individual child.  That’s a big reason why many children want to come back each week.  
But it’s very diff erent from the conventional wisdom that we always need to give children a particular thing to do.  We can suggest 
possibilities, give them plenty of choices and they can choose.   This freedom is within clear boundaries.  Sometimes as leaders 
we’re puzzled by their choices, and other times we’re touched and inspired.

Mike:  Tell us more about how the stories are told…

Debbie: After singing a few songs, the storyteller leads in singing “Be Still and Know that I am God” and then shows where to get 
the basket with the materials for the story for that day and returns to the circle.  He/she tells the story with a soft spoken voice, 
using simple wooden fi gures and settings that invite the children to enter in to the story.  He looks down at the story as it enfolds 
so that the focus is on the story, not the person.  It’s as if we’re all listening to the story together.  When the story is fi nished, she 
looks up and asks wondering questions such as “I wonder what part of the story you like best?”  “I wonder what part of the story 
is the most important?”  It’s frequently amazing to see how attentive the children have been to the story by the way they respond 
to these and other wondering questions.  Through their responses we see that we don’t need to try and teach them something 
important through the story.  They can discover important truths themselves.  God speaks to and through them!   But for us 
teachers who have been accustomed to teaching a particular thing, it can be kind of scary to leave the process so open ended.

Mike:  Right.  Because religion wants uniformity and conformity of beliefs and behavior.  So we don’t want to give so much 
freedom for the Christian to deviate from the straight and narrow path, let alone little children with impressionable minds.  
My question is, do you know if the originators of Godly Play were trying to intentionally go against this concrete, didactic 
way of teaching in church?

Debbie:  Based on what I’ve read of their process in developing the program, I’m sure they were intentionally going against the 
concrete, didactic way of teaching children in church.  They fi rmly believed that it is important to nurture the spirituality of children 
by providing a time and space to tell the stories of the people of God with just the essential elements of the story, using simple 
materials and wondering together afterwards with lots of individual freedom of expression.  They believed this would encourage 
the development of the children’s personal relationships with God and also help prepare them for worship in the community at 
large.   With a curriculum so diff erent, training is provided and necessary for the storytellers and door persons.  After all the training, 
setting up the physical space, and learning the stories, it’s so important to pray together before the children come and give our 
time together to Him.

Mike: it shows a lot of humility and vulnerability for teachers to say, “we don't know everything and we want to put our 
trust in the Holy Spirit to teach these little ones about the meaning of life and who God is.”

Debbie: It is very humbling.  Sometimes big questions come up that we don’t have the answers for, but we can affi  rm that learning 
about God and how to live is a lifelong process and that He is mercifully holding us through all the twists and turns.

Mike: I do the exact opposite of what godly play seems to do. And I  have to stop and wonder about my method of 
preaching as I look at Jesus’ open ended way of storytelling.  As I hear about what Godly Play is, I think it's important for 
the congregation, especially parents, to know what the program is about and how beautiful it is. So thank you so much, 
Debbie, for your time. Do you have any last comments?

Debbie:  You’re welcome.  I’ve enjoyed talking with you.  I love sharing about the program and how I’ve 
witnessed God working in the lives of His children that He loves so much.  I am so happy to be able to help start 
again soon with the children here.
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Revealing Christ, 
A�  rming All en Español

Revelando a Cristo, 
A� rmando a Todos y 

Todas en EspañolJohnny & Clara Ramirez-Johnson
GCC-Spanish Pastors Johnny & Clara Ramirez-Johnson

GCC-Spanish Pastors

Las ideas que sustentan la Iglesia de la Ciudad de 
Glendale (GCC) se expresan de manera sucinta en nuestra 
Declaración de Misión. “Revelando a Cristo, afi rmando 
todo”. Esta declaración se lee como un corazón palpitante 
de nuestras aspiraciones como comunidad de creyentes. 
La declaración es una que, como miembro y pastor, amo.

Nuestra misión es revelar el amor de Cristo en toda su 
ternura y grandeza a la comunidad en la que vivimos. 
Deseamos abrazar la maravilla de la humanidad en 
su complejidad, diversidad y belleza, y hacerlo sin 
condiciones previas. En resumen, anhelamos revelar 
el esplendor de Cristo y a� rmar el valor de todas las 
personas.

Revelar es un verbo fuerte, signifi ca acción que emana 
de las creencias. Clara y Johnny creen en estar juntos 
como pareja no porque seamos perfectos y hayamos 
aprendido a sacar de nuestro matrimonio todo lo que nos 
trae incomodidad, ¡al contrario! ¡Estamos juntos porque 
nos necesitamos los unos a los otros para sobrevivir! Lo 
que signifi ca una gran cantidad de cosas. Necesitamos el 
apoyo mutuo que se manifi esta en la vivienda, la comida 
y la seguridad que nos brindamos.

Pero sobre todo, nos necesitamos unos a otros para 
ayudarnos a nosotros mismos en nuestra búsqueda de 
servir. "¡El que no sirve, no sirve!" (El que no sirve, no 
sirve). O su versión más compleja, "La persona que no 
vive para servir, no sirve para vivir". (El individuo que no 

The ideas that sustain Glendale City Church (GCC) are 
succinctly stated in our Mission Statement. “Revealing 
Christ, affi  rming all”. This declaration reads as a pumping 
heart of our aspirations as a community of believers. The 
statement is one that, as a member and pastor, I love.

Our mission is to reveal the love of Christ in all its 
tenderness and grandeur to the community in which we 
live. We desire to embrace the wonder of humanity in its 
complexity, diversity, and beauty—and to do so without 
precondition. In short, we yearn to reveal the splendor 
of Christ and to a�  rm the worth of all people.

Reveal is a strong verb, it means action that emanates 
from beliefs. Clara and Johnny believe in being together 
as a couple not because we are perfect and have 
learned to extricate from our marriage all that brings 
discomfort—on the contrary! We are together because 
we need each other to survive! Which means a myriad of 
things. We do need each other’s support manifested in 
shelter, food, and security we provide each other.

But mostly, we need each other to help ourselves in our 
quest to serve. “¡El que no sirve, no sirve!” (The one who 
does not serve, does not serve.) Or its more complex 
version, “La persona que no vive para servir, no sirve para 

vivir.” (The individual who does not 
live to serve, does not serve to live.) 
The emphasis is on the fact that 
individualism does not work! In 8intersections



order to survive we need each other! Obviously at GCC 
we are for more than survival. At our home we also strive 
for fl ourishing.

When the Pandemic of the day attacked our ways to 
connect with a circle bigger than our marriage household 
we decided to… Clara decided to…start an online 
GCC-Spanish broadcast. The church leaders quickly 
embraced the idea and since the beginnings of the 
house cloistering for health issues we began an 8:30-9:30 
AM Sabbath broadcast via the offi  cial church YouTube 
channel. We have enjoyed doing this. Johnny enjoys 
sharing with Clara and Clara enjoys serving others. 

Do not take Johnny wrong, he also enjoys serving and 
Clara also enjoys Johnny since we married December 25, 
1977. But the priorities are clear. That is our human nature 
and why we need each other to survive, particularly 
for the embellishment of our service to others! Has the 
reader noticed that the greatest pleasures of life require 
the most energy and provide the biggest payback? 
Sexuality, for example, you want to experience the 
greatest sexuality has to off er? 

Based on our experience, a sample of one couple, we 
report having the most enjoyment of our sexuality in our 
fourth decade of sleeping together. Yep, it takes time to 
know, to really know. it takes knowing and commitment 
to real sharing and pleasure. Enough about us, what 
about pleasure in worship and church community? 
Do not be alarmed, the idea of mixing sexual marital 
pleasure with church life is not ours, we mean what Jesus 
meant.

Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; 
and people came and said to him, “Why do John’s 
disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your 
disciples do not fast?”  Jesus said to them, “The wedding 
guests cannot fast while the bridegroom is with them, 
can they? As long as they have the bridegroom with 
them, they cannot fast.  The days will come when the 
bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will 
fast on that day (Mark 2:18-20 NRSV).

Jesus is the bridegroom the church is the bride (i.e. we all 
together as a GCC church, plus all other groups). And of 
course, there will be a wedding including a banquet and 
presumably a honeymoon.

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great 
multitude, like the sound of many waters and like the 
sound of mighty thunderpeals, crying out, “Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice 
and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the 
Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready; 
to her it has been granted to be clothed with � ne linen, 
bright and pure”—for the � ne linen is the righteous 
deeds of the saints. And the angel said to me, “Write 

vive para servir, no sirve para vivir). ¡El énfasis está en 
el hecho de que el individualismo no funciona! ¡Para 
sobrevivir nos necesitamos unos a otros! Obviamente, 
en GCC estamos a favor de algo más que sobrevivir. En 
nuestra casa también nos esforzamos por prosperar.

Cuando la reciente pandemia atacó nuestras formas de 
conectarnos con un círculo más grande que nuestro 
hogar matrimonial, decidimos ... Clara decidió comenzar 
una transmisión en línea de GCC-Spanish, los líderes 
de la iglesia rápidamente aceptaron la idea y desde los 
inicios del claustro de la casa para problemas de salud, 
comenzamos una transmisión del sábado de 8: 30-9: 30 
a. m. a través del canal ofi cial de la iglesia de YouTube. 
Hemos disfrutado haciendo esto. A Johnny le gusta 
compartir con Clara y a Clara le gusta servir a los demás.

No tomes mal a Johnny, a él también le gusta servir 
y Clara también disfruta con Johnny desde que nos 
casamos el 25 de diciembre de 1977. Pero las prioridades 
son claras. Esa es nuestra naturaleza humana y la razón 
por la que nos necesitamos unos a otros para sobrevivir, 
¡especialmente para embellecer nuestro servicio a los 
demás! ¿Ha notado el lector que los mayores placeres 
de la vida requieren la mayor cantidad de energía 
y proporcionan el mayor retorno de la inversión? 
Sexualidad, por ejemplo, ¿quieres experimentar lo mejor 
que la sexualidad tiene para ofrecer?

Según nuestra experiencia, muestra de una pareja, 
informamos haber disfrutado más de nuestra sexualidad 
en nuestra cuarta década de dormir juntos. Sí, se necesita 
tiempo para saberlo, para saberlo realmente. se necesita 
conocimiento y compromiso para compartir y disfrutar 
de verdad. Sufi ciente sobre nosotros, ¿qué pasa con el 
placer en la adoración y la comunidad de la iglesia? No se 
alarme, la idea de mezclar el placer sexual conyugal con la 
vida de iglesia no es nuestra, queremos decir lo que Jesús 
quiso decir.

Los discípulos de Juan y los fariseos estaban ayunando. 
Fueron a Jesús y le dijeron:—¿Por qué ayunan los 
discípulos de Juan y los discípulos de los fariseos pero 
tus discípulos no ayunan?  Jesús les dijo:—¿Acaso 
pueden ayunar los que están de bodas mientras el 
novio está con ellos? Entretanto que tienen al novio con 
ellos, no pueden ayunar. Pero vendrán días cuando el 
novio les será quitado. Entonces, en aquel día ayunarán 
(Marcos 2:18-20 RVR2015).

Jesús es el novio, la iglesia es la novia (es decir, todos 
juntos como iglesia del CCG, más todos los demás 
grupos). Y, por supuesto, habrá una boda que incluirá un 
banquete y presumiblemente una luna de miel.

Oí como la voz de una gran multitud, 
como el ruido de muchas aguas y 
como el sonido de fuertes truenos, 9 intersections



this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are true 
words of God.” (Revelation 19:6-9 NRSV).

Yep! The relationship between God and the people of 
God has been depicted in the Bible, both old and new 
testaments, as understood as the relationship between 
a married couple. A couple bound by the love they share 
and committed to such relationship seeking the pleasure 
of each other’s company—as manifested in the wedding 
banquet when we all eat more than we planned to eat, 
and enjoy the happiness of a dream of sharing love.

Now is time to come together and learn together about 
serving our community(ies). The Sabbath 8:30-9:30 
am Facebook Live (via Clara and Johnny’s pages) and 
the GCC-YouTube channel will happen between 9:30-
10:30 am at the GCC Chapel. There, we will learn from 
each other in a nontraditional worship style. Defi ning 
something by what it is not is not very intelligent and 
or eff ective communication. But, in the spirit of full 
disclosure, we began by saying that if the expectation is 
for an order of service where we have all the parts in the 
same order and in a timely fashion, please do not come, 
you will be disappointed!

We do invite all Spanish speakers and non-Spanish 
Speakers as well, from a driving distance to come 
together and gather to learn from each other. Our 
worship will be closer to the description of what 
happened at a synagogue at the time of Jesus. Meaning, 
there will be Scripture reading and brief explanation 
followed by a dialogue on how the reading applies to our 
daily lives and sharing also how we are doing and what 
we are doing to help others in families and communities 
in which we are involved. The GCC-Spanish worship will 
follow to the tee the GCC Mission of “Revealing Christ, 
affi  rming all”. What do we mean by the second strong 
verb of the mission statement?

GCC-Spanish will affi  rm in fullness the Seventh-day 
Adventist vision of a welcoming community. How 
welcoming will our community be? As welcoming as the 
GCC community has been and characterized. Meaning all 
individuals who seek the camaraderie and participation 
with our learning community are welcome. Regardless 
of sexual orientation, political views, doctrinal stances, or 
faith in God. We at GCC take seriously the idea, a simple 
idea at that, that Jesus communicated.

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 
may have eternal life (John 3:16 NRSV).

It is a simple idea. “World” in the 
Greek of the text is KOSMOS. A 
word we can all recognize as the 
root of words like cosmology, 

diciendo: “¡Aleluya! Porque reina el Señor nuestro Dios 
Todopoderoso. Gocémonos, alegrémonos y démosle 
gloria, porque han llegado las bodas del Cordero, y 
su novia se ha preparado. Y a ella se le ha concedido 
que se vista de lino � no, resplandeciente y limpio”. 
Porque el lino � no es los actos justos de los santos.  El 
ángel me dijo: “Escribe: Bienaventurados los que han 
sido llamados a la cena de las bodas del Cordero”. Me 
dijo además: “Estas son palabras verdaderas de Dios”. 
(Apocalipsis 19: 6-9 RVR2015).

¡Sí! La relación entre Dios y el pueblo de Dios ha sido 
descrita en la Biblia, tanto en el Antiguo como en el 
Nuevo Testamento, entendida como la relación entre 
una pareja casada. Una pareja unida por el amor que 
comparten y comprometida con esa relación que busca 
el placer de la compañía del otro, como se manifestó en 
el banquete de bodas cuando todos comemos más de 
lo planeado y disfrutamos de la felicidad de un sueño de 
compartir el amor.

Ahora es el momento de unirnos y aprender juntos sobre 
cómo servir a nuestra (s) comunidad (s). El sábado 8: 30-9: 
30 am Facebook Live (a través de las páginas de Clara y 
Johnny) y el canal GCC-YouTube se llevarán a cabo entre 
las 9: 30-10: 30 am en GCC-Chapel ubicado dentro del 
complejo GCC. Allí aprenderemos unos de otros en un 
estilo de adoración no tradicional. Defi nir algo por lo 
que no es no es una comunicación muy inteligente o 
efi caz. Pero, en el espíritu de la divulgación completa, 
comenzamos diciendo que si la expectativa es un pedido 
de servicio en el que tengamos todas las piezas en el 
mismo pedido y de manera oportuna, no venga, ¡se 
decepcionará!

Invitamos a todos los hispanohablantes y los que le 
interese, de los no hispanohablantes también, venir 
a reunirnos para aprender unos de otros. Nuestra 
adoración estará más cerca de la descripción de lo que 
sucedió en una sinagoga en la época de Jesús. Es decir, 
habrá lectura de las Escrituras y una breve explicación 
seguida de un diálogo sobre cómo la lectura se aplica 
a nuestra vida diaria y compartiendo también cómo lo 
estamos haciendo y qué estamos dopando para ayudar 
a otros en las familias y comunidades en las que estamos 
involucrados. El culto GCC-Español seguirá hasta la punta 
de la Misión de GCC de “Revelar a Cristo, afi rmando todo”. 
¿Qué queremos decir con el segundo verbo fuerte de la 
declaración de misión?

GCC-Spanish afi rmará plenamente la visión ASD de 
una comunidad acogedora. ¿Qué tan acogedora será 
nuestra comunidad? Tan acogedora como ha sido y se 
ha caracterizado la comunidad de GCC. Es decir, todas las 
personas que buscan la camaradería y la participación 
con nuestra comunidad de aprendizaje son bienvenidas. 
Independientemente de la orientación sexual, opiniones 
políticas, posturas doctrinales o fe en Dios. En GCC 10intersections



cosmetics, and cosmopolitan to name a few. KOSMOS 
is variously translated in the New Testament as “order”, 
“government”, referring to “world order”, and “universe”, 
along with other translations. The key idea is that the love 
of God is universal, none are excluded! Thus GCC-Spanish 
as GCC has characterized itself as doing, welcomes any 
and all who want to gather together.

Obviously, the very defi nition of community and 
gathering means, that while some choose to gather and 
are in the gathering, others are not gathering and self-
exclude themselves. To write “self-exclude themselves”, 
yes, it is redundant but necessary, we as a church only 
seek to exclude those who wish to defi ne our gathering 
as excluding some people. Please come with the interest 
of learning from others, otherwise exclude yourself.

To learn from each other is to affi  rm. Affi  rming we do, we 
see all as equal and seek to learn from all. There are limits 
as already established. Plus, one more limitation, we see 
the Bible message as the point of departure and the place 
to embrace mystery. We read the Bible as central, we read 
the Bible as a portrait of the mysteries of God. Many, far 
too many in our USA today, play the game of having all 
answers and being disposed to “teach” while imposing on 
“the other,” who is wrong, their universal readings.

We believe what Ellen G. White wrote many years back, 
the Bible is a practical book written by humans that share 
an imperfect language and culture thus interpret the 
words of the Bible often mistakenly.

The Bible is not given to us in grand superhuman 
language. Jesus, in order to reach man where he is, took 
humanity. The Bible must be given in the language of 
men. Everything that is human is imperfect. Di� erent 
meanings are expressed by the same word; there is not 
one word for each distinct idea. The Bible was given for 
practical purposes (Ellen G. White, Selected Messages, 
Vol. 1: p. 20).

“The Bible was given for practical purposes” requires 
a mindset that wants to bring to everyday life and 
application the ideas communicated in its writings. 
We need not defi ne every word to exclude others from 
among us!

The Bible is written by inspired men, but it is not God's 
mode of thought and expression. It is that of humanity. 
God, as a writer, is not represented. Men will often say 
such an expression is not like God. But God has not put 
Himself in words, in logic, in rhetoric, on trial in the 
Bible. The writers of the Bible were God's penmen, not 
His pen. Look at the di� erent writers (Ellen G. White, 
Selected Messages, Vol. 1: p. 21).

The “in words, in logic, in rhetoric” the Bible does not 
represent God! Just like the God is not to be put “on trial 

tomamos en serio la idea, una idea simple, que Jesús 
comunicó.
Porque de tal manera amó Dios al mundo, que ha dado a 
su Hijo unigénito para que todo aquel que en él cree no 
se pierda mas tenga vida eterna. (Juan 3:16 RVR2015).
Es una idea sencilla. "Mundo" en el griego del texto es 
KOSMOS. Una palabra que todos podemos reconocer 
como la raíz de palabras como cosmología, cosmética y 
cosmopolita, por nombrar algunas. KOSMOS se traduce 
de diversas formas en el Nuevo Testamento como "orden", 
"gobierno", refi riéndose al "orden mundial" y "universo", 
junto con otras traducciones. La idea clave es que el 
amor de Dios es universal, ¡nadie está excluido! Así 
GCC-Spanish como GCC se ha caracterizado por hacer, 
da la bienvenida a todos y cada uno de los que quieran 
reunirse.

Obviamente, la defi nición misma de comunidad y 
reunión signifi ca que mientras algunos eligen reunirse 
y están en la reunión, otros no se están reuniendo y se 
autoexcluyen. Escribir “autoexcluirse”, sí, es redundante 
pero necesario, nosotros como iglesia solo buscamos 
excluir a aquellos que deseen defi nir nuestro encuentro 
como excluyendo a algunas personas. Por favor, venga 
con el interés de aprender de los demás, de lo contrario, 
exclúyase.

Aprender unos de otros es afi rmar. Afi rmando que lo 
hacemos, vemos a todos como iguales y buscamos 
aprender de todos. Hay límites como ya se establecieron. 
Además, una limitación más, vemos el mensaje de la 
Biblia como el punto de partida y el lugar para abrazar el 
misterio. Leemos la Biblia como algo central, leemos la 
Biblia como un retrato de los misterios de Dios. Muchos, 
demasiados en nuestros Estados Unidos hoy, juegan el 
juego de tener todas las respuestas y estar dispuestos a 
“enseñar” mientras imponen al “otro” que está equivocado 
sus lecturas universales.

Creemos lo que Elena de White escribió hace muchos 
años, la Biblia es un libro práctico escrito por humanos 
que comparten un idioma y una cultura imperfectos, por 
lo que interpretan las palabras de la Biblia a menudo de 
manera errónea.

La Biblia no nos es dada en un grandioso lenguaje 
sobrehumano. Jesús tomó la humanidad a � n de llegar 
hasta el hombre donde éste está. La Biblia debió ser 
dada en el lenguaje de los hombres. Todo lo que es 
humano es imperfecto. Diferentes signi� cados se 
expresan con la misma palabra: no hay una palabra 
para cada idea distinta. La Biblia fue dada con 
propósitos prácticos. (Elena G. de White, Mensajes 
Selectos, Vol. 1: p. 20).

“La Biblia fue dada con propósitos 
prácticos” requiere una mentalidad 
que quiera llevar a la vida diaria 11 intersections



in the Bible”; the humans that read the Bible are not to 
be put on trial either! In short, Dr. Clara Jorge Ramirez-
Johnson and Dr. Johnny Ramirez-Johnson along with the 
GCC-Spanish and the greater GCC community welcomes 
any and all who are seeking for a gathering that reads the 
Bible for the purpose of “Revealing Christ, affi  rming all”. 
Meaning, loving the people who come and learning from 
each other for the purpose of serving the KOSMOS God 
loves so much that he gave Jesus to live, die, resurrect, 
and minister for us in the heavenly sanctuary today… but 
wait, the best is yet to come! Come Lord Jesus and seat 
us at the banquet of the wedding of the Lamb with the 
bride!

y aplicar las ideas comunicadas en sus escritos. ¡No 
necesitamos defi nir cada palabra para excluir a otros de 
entre nosotros!

La Biblia está escrita por hombres inspirados, pero no 
es la forma del pensamiento y de la expresión de Dios. 
Es la forma de la humanidad. Dios no está representado 
como escritor. Con frecuencia los hombres dicen que 
cierta expresión no parece de Dios. Pero Dios no se 
ha puesto a sí mismo a prueba en la Biblia por medio 
de palabras, de lógica, de retórica. Los escritores de 
la Biblia eran los escribientes de Dios, no su pluma. 
Considerad a los diferentes escritores. (Elena G. de 
White, Mensajes selectos, Vol. 1: p. 21).

¡En “palabras, en lógica, en retórica” la Biblia no representa 
a Dios! Al igual que el Dios no debe ser puesto "a prueba 
en la Biblia"; ¡los humanos que leen la Biblia tampoco 
deben ser juzgados! En resumen, la pastora Dra. Clara 
Jorge Ramírez-Johnson y el pastor Dr. Johnny Ramírez-
Johnson, junto con GCC-Spanish y la comunidad de GCC 
en general, dan la bienvenida a todos los que buscan 
una reunión que lea la Biblia con el propósito de “Revelar 
Cristo, afi rmando todo ”. Es decir, amar a las personas 
que vienen y aprender unos de otros con el propósito 
de servir al KOSMOS Dios ama tanto que dio a Jesús para 
que viviera, muriera, resucitara y ministrara por nosotros 
en el santuario celestial hoy ... pero espera, lo mejor 
es todavía. ¡venir! ¡Ven, Señor Jesús, y siéntanos en el 
banquete de las bodas del Cordero con la novia!

Dr. Clara Jorge Ramirez-Johnson is a Literature 
Academic with degrees in Spanish, Caribbean 
Literature and Linguistics. She currently does 
Spanish language and culture consultations 
and teaches Spanish online. Dr. Johnny Ramirez-
Johnson is Professor of Anthropology and 
Professor del Centro Latino at Fuller Theological 
Seminary. Both have been involved in academic 
life in USA (living in Massachusetts and 
California), Costa Rica, Honduras, Mexico, Peru, 
Argentina, Nigeria, Spain, and other countries. 
we have three sons and three daughters by love 
(usually named by law) and many other children 
we have adopted during our academic life. Our 
six grandkids occupy most of our hearts these 
days.

La pastora Dra. Clara Jorge Ramírez-Johnson es 
Académica de Literatura con títulos en Español, 
Literatura Caribeña y Lingüística. Actualmente se 
dedica a consultas de lengua y cultura españolas 
y enseña español en línea. El Pastor Dr. Johnny 
Ramírez-Johnson es Profesor de Antropología y 
Profesor del Centro Latino en Fuller Theological 
Seminary. Ambos han estado involucrados en 
la vida académica en Estados Unidos (viviendo 
en Massachusetts y California), Costa Rica, 
Honduras, México, Perú, Argentina, Nigeria, 
España y otros países. tenemos tres hijos y tres 
hijas por amor (generalmente nombrados por 
ley) y muchos otros hijos que dimos a luz por la 
vida académica. Nuestros seis nietos ocupan la 
mayor parte de nuestros corazones estos días.
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On Thursday, October 7, the YWCA Glendale and Pasadena hosted their annual 
Purple Tie Award ceremony on the front steps of Glendale City Hall.  Each year, the 
YWCA recognizes local leaders who actively work against domestic violence in 
our community and honors the survivors of domestic abuse that they’ve served in 
the past year.  The purple ribbon is a symbol for domestic violence prevention and 
awareness.  This year, they recognized Sgt. Aaron Zeigler from the Glendale Police 
Department, Mher Baghdasaryan, television host for multiple Armenian-language 
programs and Pastor Todd Leonard.  Local leaders, including Mayor Paula Devine 
and State Assemblywoman Laura Friedman, joined YWCA Executive Director Tara 
Peterson for the event.  

Pastor Todd’s “Faith 
Leader Advocate” 
award is really a 
recognition of the 
work our church has 
done to regularly 
educate ourselves on 
the continuing reality 
of domestic violence 
in our city and in the 
faith community.  In 
2021, we did that 
work by hosting our 
livestream event, 
“Domestic Abuse 

and Addiction in Pandemic,” which was broadcast on March 25.  Put together by 
our Justice Matters committee and hosted by Deidre Mumford, this conversation 
highlighted the challenges of domestic violence and substance addiction during 
COVID-19.  Nicole Cherry from the YWCA and Beth Greco from Hoving Home in 
Pasadena shared with Didi what their organizations were seeing during this 
unprecedented time and how they were responding to support and bring healing 
to the survivors.  You can view this program anytime on our church’s YouTube 
Channel in the “Presentations” Playlist.

Todd Leonard 
Receives “Faith 
Leader Advocate” 
Award from YWCA
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Saturday 
Worship
& Events

E V E N T S

27
NOV

9:30 am—Grace Center, Fellowship Hall
     The Living Project, Classroom 4
11:00 am—Worship with Todd Leonard,   
                       Sanctuary

4
DEC

9:30 am—Grace Center Discussion, Fellowship Hall
    The Living Project, Classroom 4
11:00 am—Worship with Mike Kim, Sanctuary

11
DEC

9:30 am: Grace Center Discussion, Fellowship Hall
    The Living Project, Classroom 4
11:00 am: Worship with Todd Leonard, Sanctuary

18
DEC

9:30 am: Grace Center Discussion, Fellowship Hall
    The Living Project, Classroom 4
11:00 am: Lessons & Carols Worship
with Leif Lind, Sanctuary

25
DEC

9:30 am: No Discussion Groups
11:00 am: Christmas Worship
with Todd Leonard, Sanctuary

Friday, 
December 3, 
7:30 pm
In-Person at Glendale City 
Church Sanctuary

Online at
Glendale City Church’s 
YouTube Channel

Glendale City Church’s Annual

� ristmas
c o n c e r t
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1
JAN

9:30 am: No Discussion Groups
11:00 am: New Year’s Worship 
with Todd Leonard, Sanctuary

8
JAN

9:00 am—Courtyard Café
9:30 am—Personal Growth Marketplace 

•  Godly Play & Tiny Tots, Classrooms 1 & 2
•  Youth Lounge, Classroom 10
•  Spanish Worship with Clara & Johnny, Chapel
•  Grace Center, Fellowship Hall
•  The Living Project, Classroom 4

11:00 am—Worship with Todd Leonard
4:00 pm—Second Saturday Concert Series, Sanctuary

15
JAN

9:00 am—Courtyard Café
9:30 am—Personal Growth Marketplace

•  Godly Play & Tiny Tots, Classrooms 1 & 2
•  Youth Lounge, Classroom 10
•  Spanish Worship with Clara & Johnny, Chapel
•  Grace Center, Fellowship Hall
•  The Living Project, Classroom 4

11:00 am—Worship with Todd Leonard

22
JAN

9:00 am—Courtyard Café
9:30 am—Personal Growth Marketplace

•  Godly Play & Tiny Tots, Classrooms 1 & 2
•  Youth Lounge, Classroom 10
•  Spanish Worship with Clara & Johnny, Chapel
•  Grace Center, Fellowship Hall
•  The Living Project, Classroom 4

11:00 am—Worship with Johnny Ramirez-Johnson
3:00 pm—Los Angeles Adventist Forum, Chapel

29
JAN

9:00 am—Courtyard Café
9:30 am—Personal Growth Marketplace

• Godly Play & Tiny Tots, Classrooms 1 & 2
•  Youth Lounge, Classroom 10
•  Spanish Worship with Clara & Johnny, Chapel
•  Grace Center, Fellowship Hall
•  The Living Project, Classroom 4

11:00 am—Worship with Leif Lind

We will begin 2022 with an organ concert by 
returning artist Lukas Hasler on
January 8 at 4:00 pm.  He will be performing 
works by Bach, Widor and Franck.
  
Lukas Hasler is studying organ at the 
AcademieSuperieure de Musique de 
Strasbourg in France and under the tutelage 
of Professor Ulrich Walther at the University 
of Music and Performing Arts in Graz, Austria.  
He has performed at numerous European 
Festivals.  His international concert career has 
taken him to Germany, France, Italy, Great 
Britain, Russia, Israel and the United States.  He 
has also won several music compositions and 
produced two CD’s.  The Austrian newspaper 
KlieneZeitung in 2020 named him a “rising 
star”, who also has over 50,000 followers on 
social media

S E R I E S  C O N C E R T S

SaturdaySecond
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A Letter to 
Our Concert 
Supporters
Dear Friends of Music,

I usually send a request to you about this time each year.  
However, you did not receive anything last year due to the 
pandemic.  We are in the process of providing concerts 
again at the church.  On November 13, we presented 
our fi rst Second Saturday Series concert since March of 
2020.  Our organ concerts are the most expensive of our 
monthly concerts.  In addition to the November concert 
we have scheduled Lukas Hasler to return in January.  He 
was scheduled to be with us in January 2020, but had 
a medical emergency and we were forced to cancel his 
concert.  We are excited to have him back.  He comes to us 
from Austria and is a very popular organist.  

One of the reasons we usually come to you at this time of 
year is because of our annual Christmas concert which is 
funded by the Friends of Music and the off ering received 
at the concert.  Because of the uncertainty of the size 
of the audience this year, we have reduced the number 
of additional musicians who will be participating.  The 
concert will be presented by our church choir with solos 
by our staff  singers and representation of the Caesura 
Youth Orchestra.  

Since neither the organ concerts or the Christmas concert 
are part of our church budget, we hope you will make 
a special year-end donation to make sure we are able 
to cover these expenses.  We will be acknowledging 
donations in both the Christmas concert and the 2022 
concert programs.  Here are the categories:  Angel, $100; 
Seraphim, $500; Cherubim, $750; Archangel, $1000; Angel 
Gabriel, $2500.  

Thank you so much for your continuing support of these 
programs.  We hope you will be able to attend the coming 
concerts.  If you have not supported the Friends of Music 
in the past, we invite you to become a donor now.

To donate online, use the Glendale City Church app giving 
portal or go to www.GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate and 
select “Friends of Music” on our virtual off ering envelope.  
You can also donate using provided off ering envelopes 
available on campus or by mailing a check with “Friends of 
Music” in the memo line to: 610 E. California Ave., Glendale, 
CA 91206. 

Sincerely,

Dave Ferguson, Chairperson
Friends of Music Concert Committee

1
DEC

Works by Prokofi ev & Domingo 
Lobato
Nancy Roth - violin
Lorenzo Sanchez - piano

15
DEC

Yue Deng - violin
Recital will be streamed on 
Facebook & Youtube

5
JAN

Alexander Knecht - violin 
Recital will be streamed on 
Facebook and YouTube

19
JAN

Works by Coleridge-Taylor, 
Rachmaninoff , & more
Jacqueline Suzuki – violin
Brendan White – piano
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On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
In Your Estate Planning or By Stock Transfer
   Contact our Executive Offi  ce Manger, Serena Miller

How to Give

C H U R C H 
D I R E C T O R Y

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

CRAFT YOUR GIVING 
PLAN WITH PLEDGE+

Glendale City Church relies on your 
consistent and generous donations 
to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget 
and your Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports 
Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding 
of our congregation’s two full-time 
pastors.  Church Budget pays for our 
other part-time pastors and ministry 
staff , youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and 
so much more.  With Pledge+, you’re 
invited to target a portion of your 
donation to the ministry you’re most 
passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale 
City Church is tax-deductible. 
Annual donation receipts are 
distributed in January.

Thank you for believing in the mission 
of Glendale City Church!

Pastoral Staff 
Todd Leonard, Senior x205
Mike Kim, Associate x206
Leif  Lind, Associate x207
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach x219

Church Staff 
Serena Miller, Executive Offi  ce Manager and Treasurer  x202
Mindi Rub, Clerk x221
Malisa Smith, A+ School Director x203
Anji Arm, City Kids x222
Clarissa Shan, Choral Director x223
Kemp Smeal, Organist x224
Dave Ferguson, Concerts x218

Phone System for Pastoral and Church Staff  
Dial 818-244-7241and enter the extension of the person 
you would like to reach. 

Church Offi  cers
Head Elder – John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Church Board Chair – Dave Ferguson (818-203-2071)
Head Deacon – Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
Assistant Organist – Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
Audio Visual – Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
A+ School Board Chair – Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)

Giving Through 2021

BUDGET
• Received        281,908
• Needed          344,520
• Diff erence      <62,612>

TITHE
• Received         269,741
• Goal                348,301
• Diff erence       <78,560>



F A C I L I T I E S  M A P

• Metro 780, 180, 181: stop 
at corner of Broadway and 
Glendale Ave. Walk one 
block west on Broadway 
and two blocks north on 
Isabel St. 

• NEW: METRO MICRO 
RIDESHARE.  Glendale/
Eagle Rock/Highland Park 
Residents: schedule your 
van ride right to the church 
door.

  
• Beeline 3: stop at the 

corner of Wilson Ave. and 
Glendale Ave. Walk one 
block west on Wilson Ave. 
and one block north on 
Isabel St.

• Beeline 8: stop at corner of 
California Ave. and Glendale 
Ave. Walk one block west on 
California Ave.

Transit Info

M A I N  L E V E L

L O W E R  L E V E L

On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
In Your Estate Planning or By Stock Transfer
   Contact our Executive Offi  ce Manger, Serena Miller
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Glendale City Church
610 East California Avenue
Glendale, CA 91206-3701

610 E. California Ave., Glendale, CA 91206
818-244-7241
glendalesda@gmail.com
WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG


