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Revealing Christ, Affi rming All
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Glendale City is a Christian church a�  liated with the Seventh-day 
Adventist denomination. Our congregation was one of the � rst 
Adventist churches established in this part of Southern California.  While 
we continue to partner with this denomination, we are in a posture of 
protest against the unjust actions taken by our General Conference 
that attempt to undermine the contextualized work of the Adventist 
churches and centers of education in the Western United States.  We 
are in solidarity with the actions of our Paci� c Union Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both women and men as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current 

science to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities

G L E N D A L E  C I T Y  C H U R C H

A W A R D E D
s
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Due to the increasing spread 
of the delta variant of the 
coronavirus, Glendale City 

Church has closed its campus 
until further notice.  Please 

watch for reopening updates 
on our website, social media, 
and bulletin as well as during 
our online morning worship 
services.  Please take note 
in the following pages of 

the online gathering options 
that are available to you to 
find community and spiritual 

encouragement.

BUT JOIN US ON 
YOUTUBE EACH 
SATURDAY FOR 

WORSHIP.



P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R

B Y  T O D D  L E O N A R D

And I saw a beast rising out of the sea….  The beast was given a mouth uttering haughty 
and blasphemous words….  It was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them.  
It was given authority over every tribe and people and language and nation….

Then I saw another beast that rose out of the earth….  It performs great signs, even making 
fi re come down from heaven…, and it deceives the inhabitants of the earth….

Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. 
–From Revelation 13, NRSV

I don’t do interpretation on the book of Revelation.  There’s a lot 
of people in this and other fundamentalist denominations who 
think Revelation is an intricate prophecy that unlocks the secrets 
of the present and the future. They do some amazing stu�  with the 
fantastic beasts and apocalyptic imagery and the results can be 
quite entertaining.  

But whether you are a Revelation enthusiast or someone more 
like me, we might all still be able to agree that it feels like we’re 
living in beastly times.  We thought coronavirus had been struck 
a deadly blow with the vaccines, but now the delta variant has 
arisen and COVID seems to be stronger than ever. We are going 
through the heartbreak and anguish of seeing hospitals � ll up 
again and people who were going about their normal lives just 
a couple weeks ago now lying in graves.  Our school teachers 
and administrators are trying to � gure out how to stay open for 
learning while protecting our kids from the virus.  

This disease is a beast.  And it’s brought other beasts with it.  
Political beasts using the disease to rally their bases to their self-
serving agendas.  Religious beasts using people’s responses to 
the disease as a litmus test on whether they’re being truly faithful 
to God.  Pro� teering beasts cooking up potions, conspiracies 

and scapegoats to drive tra�  c to their 
website, YouTube channel or online store.

In the King James version of Revelation 13.10, it says that, right 
in the midst of all this apocalyptic gobbledygook, chicanery and 
chaos, right in the midst of evil beasts of gargantuan proportions, 
“here is the patience of the saints.”  The New Revised Standard 
Version says, “here is a call for the endurance and faith of the 
saints.”  Like I said, I don’t understand much about Revelation, but 
what does come through loud and clear is this: there will be times 
in earth’s history when evil and su� ering will run rampant.  And 
in those times, God simply asks us to stay the course.  Steady as 
she goes.  Keep doing what we’re called to do.  Revelation’s good 
news is that God is battling the evil that at times appears to be 
overtaking the world and God WILL ultimately bring an end to the 
su� ering.  The courageous thing to do right now is to be patient 
(especially with the people in your life particularly challenging to 
you right now), endure this di�  cult time and hold on to your faith 
in a God who keeps promises.  

Despite the pandemic and the charlatans who try to use it to 
distract us, God’s mission for us is still the same.  Love one another.  
Take care of our families.  Improve our communities.  Look after 
those in need.  Welcome in the outsider.  Bring justice.  Lavish 
mercy.  Communicate humbly.  Reveal Christ.  A�  rm all.  

Let’s weather this storm together.  God will see us through.

The Patience 
of the Saints
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BY LOREN SEIBOLD

I was given a blessing in regard to LGBTQ+ people 
when I was younger, though I didn’t understand it at 
the time, nor realize how it would shape my ministry.

I grew up in the very constricted world of rural North 
Dakota. Questions of sexual orientation were not part 
of anyone’s conversational repertoire. I heard school 
boys use the word “queer” as an insult, but I didn’t 
understood what it meant, and they probably didn’t 
either.

For that matter, progressive justice movements—
indeed, politics in general, except as it regarded the 
mythical Sunday Law and the terror of anticipated 
persecution—weren’t understood. I remember asking 
my parents about things we saw on television—black 
people marching in the South, or the Watts riots. They 
were, I think, as puzzled by it all as I was: it might as 
well have been happening in Azerbaijan as in our own 
country.

A blessing I received was the privilege of having 
friends at Walla Walla College who were coming to 
realize, right then and before my eyes, that they were 

gay. For reasons I can’t explain, it didn’t alarm me. I felt 
secure in my own sexual orientation. I didn’t � nd these 
young men attractive in that way, and they appeared 
to feel the same about me. I remember thinking, “They 
were my friends before I knew this about them. Why 
should I like them any less now?”

I married a wife who had a much-loved gay relative, 
who was similarly unalarmed by LGBTQ+ people. All of 
this prepared us for a pastorate a few years later in the 
San Francisco Bay Area, where we met and ministered 
to LGBTQ+ people.

I’ve sometimes wondered whether my culturally 
monochromatic world may have protected me from 
prejudices that I would have had, had I grown up in a 
place where people from di� erent cultures had already 
chosen up sides.

I now believe that the best way to overcome prejudice 
against LGBTQ+ people—indeed, against 
anyone you don’t understand—is to 
get acquainted with them. Had I drawn 
boundaries against all these people early 

ON 
COMPLETE 
LGBTQ+ 
ACCEPTANCE 
IN THE 
CHURCH
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on without getting to know them, I would have missed out on 
some extraordinarily interesting friends who are, in delightful 
and rewarding ways, quite unlike me.

DIFFERENCE
Of course, I didn’t grasp all the implications of gay people being 
gay back then. And I wasn’t alone. Many religionists prescribed 
solutions: gay conversion, or abstinence, or just plunging into 
a heterosexual marriage and hoping that time would scrub the 
gay away.

This was because we listened to the church rather than to 
people—a perennial problem in religion. (I have come to 
believe that it’s religion, not God, that’s the problem—but that’s 
for another essay.) Some of LGBTQ+ culture still seems terribly 
foreign to me. But I understand some things. I know that one’s 
gender orientation or gender identity (forgive me if I don’t use 
the right words) is mostly baked in, not chosen. I see that to 
deny people’s self-identity is to war against something that God 
made them to be, and we cannot denounce those parts of them 
without attacking their essential personhood.

(Short excursus: It appears to be the nature of organized religion 
to deny and denounce. Religion tends to be corrective, not 
acceptive; religiously conformist, not spiritually creative. It is 
against our organizational psychology to listen to a person 
and love them for who they are. And this is true not just about 
LGBTQ+ people: we in churches are experts at disapproval 
generally. The concept of “sinner” is central to our theology, 
as is changing and overcoming. Sadly, though, while we 
acknowledge our own sins in a sort of general way, it is others’ 
sins, particularly those having to do with sex, that we tend to 
dwell upon.)

That gay people are in perpetual rebellion against God is 
perhaps the most damaging lie that religious people tell. Most 
of the gay people I know are deeply spiritual. Why wouldn’t we 
assume that Christian gay people love Jesus just as much as 
straight people do? One of the best pastors I know is Leif Lind, 
a married gay man whom I warmly embrace as a friend and 
spiritual counselor, and would gladly have preach my funeral. 
My friend Alicia Johnston has studied for years to show how the 
Bible is essentially not an anti-LGBTQ+ book, and her arguments 
are excellent. The � lm Seventh Gay Adventists (in which Carmen 
and I appear brie� y alongside a lesbian couple whom I am 
proud to have advocated for in the congregation where I was 
then the pastor) helped me to see that the dynamics in many 
homosexual families are very much like any family—which is 
to say again, LGBTQ+ people are not that di� erent from the 

rest of us if you take the time to become 
acquainted.

EARLY ACCEPTANCE
I am here arguing—and please understand, this is o� ered on 
practical moral principles, not from a biblical text, for the Bible 
did not anticipate this question—that we people of faith need 
to acknowledge gender-identity divergences early, and not wait 
until people have su� ered years of psychological pain.

A few years ago I was the supervisor of a pastoral couple who 
said they wanted to minister as a team. As we became better 
acquainted, it appeared to me that they were struggling in 
some deep way that I didn’t quite understand. Both were surely 
sincere, but there was a strange distance between them. She 
had often been sick or depressed, especially in her husband’s 
company, and would get miraculously better when she left him 
behind and visited her parents. It wasn’t until they had had two 
children together that she was able to acknowledge one day 
that she was gay, and shortly thereafter assigned themself an 
additional multi-syllabic, non-standard-pronoun label.

I’m happy that they (that is, the former “she”) found themself. 
The bad part? As they were rejoicing in their newfound identity, 
they left behind a broken-hearted husband and a now split-
between-two-homes family. I wanted to shout, “Why didn’t 
you realize this before you married and had children?” But of 
course that was ridiculous, because I knew the answer: there 
was never room in the denomination they and I shared for that 
kind of honesty. They grew up, as I did, in a deeply conservative 
Adventist family where it was impossible even to talk about sex, 
much less about di� ering gender attractions. If they couldn’t 
admit it to themself, how could they admit it to their parents or 
husband?

I think I understand why this is so hard for families. The notion 
that gayness or transgenderness is taught or caught still exists, 
and that worries people.

“Why?” is a big question. Where did this strange creature come 
from, and how did it land in my family? Was it my fault? Your gay 
child doesn’t give you a good excuse for being so di� erent from 
you: they don't immigrate into your life from Honduras speaking 
Spanish, or from the Philippines with a taste for balut. They were 
born from the womb of the family’s mother, raised in the family 
home with heterosexual siblings, from the same genetic pool 
as a heterosexual mother and a heterosexual father. No wonder 
it’s so achingly di�  cult to accept! My friend Carrol Grady gave 
her book about her gay son the lovely title My Son, Beloved 
Stranger. What could say it better?

But we must do the hard psychological work to accept LGBTQ+ 
people if we value families as we say we do. For years, we 
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Adventists said that we loved families so much that we would 
even disfellowship people who were divorced and remarried! So 
if we refuse to acknowledge that LGBTQ+ families can be happy 
and stable, and be wonderful contributors to both church and 
society, and insist that the only marriage a gay person can be 
in is a straight one—one that will probably be unhappy and 
end in a break-up—we betray that our real concern isn’t happy 
families, but following church rules.

LEADERSHIP
Don’t think, as have those who advocate women’s ordination, 
that the way to make progress is to wait for the General 
Conference to see the light. Ted Wilson’s denialism on LGBTQ+ 
issues has for years been paraded in front of the General 
Conference Executive Committee in the form of presentations 
by Wayne Blakely and his ilk, people who teach that LGBTQ+ 
people should suppress their homosexuality, that they should 
marry and create a (dysfunctional) family with someone of the 
opposite sex. This is the triumph of religious rules over pastoral 
care proceeding from the o�  ce of a top church minister—one 
who himself has a beloved gay uncle. 

Recently the youth director of the General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists recommended on social media the 
book Irreversible Damage: The Transgender Craze Seducing Our 
Daughters. The author, Abigail Shrier, revives the old arguments 
that were once leveled at lesbian and gay people: that there is 
an “agenda,” a “movement,” in this case to induce young women 
into becoming male. This excreta is being pushed from the 
very top of our denomination. (Abigail will make a great deal 
of money on this book from the many people who love simple 
answers that blame others for problems they don’t understand.)

That gay people still want to be Seventh-day Adventists, in spite 
of how they’ve been treated, could be celebrated by the General 
Conference leaders as a testimony to Jesus’ power to penetrate 
the hearts of so many people of so many di� erent kinds—even 
a group our church o�  cially rejects! Why do we rejoice at the 
message reaching people of many skin shades, of many cultures 
and many languages, in diverse parts of the world, but reject 
those of our own LGBTQ+ children whom Jesus has touched? 

PASTORS NEEDED
My observation is that things of timely moral signi� cance 
rarely come from the top of any denomination. The church 
doesn’t lead on moral matters—it follows, and only when 
doing so seems in its best interests. So what appears good 
for the thriving of a denomination, as seen from these top 
o�  ces, is not necessarily just nor pastoral nor Christlike. Often 
just the opposite. Those who lead denominations will—not 
intentionally, but surely thoughtlessly—be as narrow-

minded, partial and prejudicial as they need to be to make the 
organization survive, people be damned.

I can say this without fear of contradiction: our denominational 
leaders have no desire for LGBTQ+ people to be members, on 
the terms that LGBTQ+ people can live with. None. They would 
like all LGBTQ+ people to disappear, unless LGBTQ+ people 
change in a way that LGBTQ+ people cannot change.

Many of them know that LGBTQ+ people cannot change. 
They know that LGBTQ+ people have families that they won’t 
tear apart. Some church employees have LGBTQ+ children of 
their own. None of this matters. It’s too dangerous for church 
employees to advocate for LGBTQ+ people. So they remain 
silent.

So let us not make the same mistake of those who keep hoping 
for the denomination’s blessing on women’s ordination. The 
church is too fossilized to do any of this—at least until it will be 
too late to matter.

We must pray that God will supply more congregations 
like Glendale City, that embrace the world’s diversity. We 
must pray for local pastors who can be shepherds of gender 
understanding, who can teach gender and sexual ethics, 
who are pastoral carers of those with di� ering gender 
understandings. 

And yes, at this point, most of those pastors are going to be 
heterosexual men. I wish someone would teach them how to do 
this, and give them permission to. I don’t know who that will be, 
or how it will be accomplished.

Perhaps LGBTQ+ people themselves could help, not by 
lecturing, but simply by being present. By showing by their 
presence in congregations that they are happy Christians and 
happy families. Again: knowing people personally erodes 
prejudice against them. 

Let’s pray for all of those—LGBTQ+ Christians, thoughtful 
pastors, kind Adventist Christians—who continue to try to break 
down barriers. We may not change the world all at once, but this 
will make a di� erence to a few, and that may be the best we can 
hope for.

Loren Seibold is a retired pastor and the Executive Editor 
of Adventist Today magazine and website. He and his 
wife Carmen are remote members of GCC, who are deeply 
appreciative of this congregation.
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Saturday 
Worship
& Events

E V E N T S

Spanish, City Kids and Morning Worship 
gatherings are streamed on the church’s 
YouTube channel. For The Living Project, 
email Mike Quishenberry for login 
information:
mquishenberry@gmail.com

4
SEP

8:30 a.m.: Spanish Sabbath Morning
10:00 a.m.: City Kids Worship
10:00 a.m.: The Living Project
11:00 a.m.: Morning Worship with 
             Todd Leonard 2

OCT
8:30 a.m.: Spanish Sabbath Morning
10:00 a.m.: City Kids Worship
10:00 a.m.: The Living Project
11:00 a.m.: Morning Worship with
         Todd Leonard

9
OCT

8:30 a.m.: Spanish Sabbath Morning
10:00 a.m.: City Kids Worship
10:00 a.m.: The Living Project
11:00 a.m.: Morning Worship with
                         Todd Leonard

16
OCT

8:30 a.m.: Spanish Sabbath Morning
10:00 a.m.: City Kids Worship
10:00 a.m.: The Living Project
11:00 a.m.: Morning Worship with
                         Mike Kim

23
OCT

8:30 a.m.: Spanish Sabbath Morning
10:00 a.m.: City Kids Worship
10:00 a.m.: The Living Project
11:00 a.m.: Morning Worship with
                         Todd Leonard

23
OCT

8:30 a.m.: Spanish Sabbath Morning
10:00 a.m.: City Kids Worship
10:00 a.m.: The Living Project
11:00 a.m.: Morning Worship with
        Leif Lind

18
SEP

8:30 a.m.: Spanish Sabbath Morning
10:00 a.m.: City Kids Worship
10:00 a.m.: The Living Project
11:00 a.m.: Morning Worship with
        Johnny Ramirez-Johnson

25
SEP

8:30 a.m.: Spanish Sabbath Morning
10:00 a.m.: City Kids Worship
10:00 a.m.: The Living Project
11:00 a.m.: Morning Worship

11
SEP

8:30 a.m.: Spanish Sabbath Morning
10:00 a.m.: City Kids Worship
10:00 a.m.: The Living Project
11:00 a.m.: Morning Worship with
         Todd Leonard
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Free GLENDALE NOON CONCERTS 
Streaming on Facebook & YouTube
Video will be archived.
Information on the artists and the pieces 
they’re performing can be found at
http://glendalenoonconcerts.blogspot.com

Nancy Fierro - piano
at 12:10 pm PT
Nancy Fierro - piano
at 12:10 pm PT1

SEP

Adriana Zoppo
viola d’amoreat 
12:10 pm PT

Adriana Zoppo
viola d’amoreat 
12:10 pm PT15

SEP

Jacqueline Suzuki – violin
Brendan White – piano
at 12:10-12:40 pm

Jacqueline Suzuki – violin
Brendan White – piano
at 12:10-12:40 pm6

OCT

Ken Aiso – violin
Valeria Morgovskaya – piano 
at 12:10-12:40 pm

Ken Aiso – violin
Valeria Morgovskaya – piano 
at 12:10-12:40 pm20

OCT
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On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
In Your Estate Planning or By Stock Transfer
   Contact our Executive Offi  ce Manger, Serena Miller

How to Give

C H U R C H 
D I R E C T O R Y

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

CRAFT YOUR GIVING 
PLAN WITH PLEDGE+

Glendale City Church relies on your 
consistent and generous donations 
to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget 
and your Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports 
Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding 
of our congregation’s two full-time 
pastors.  Church Budget pays for our 
other part-time pastors and ministry 
sta� , youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and 
so much more.  With Pledge+, you’re 
invited to target a portion of your 
donation to the ministry you’re most 
passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale 
City Church is tax-deductible. 
Annual donation receipts are 
distributed in January.

Thank you for believing in the mission 
of Glendale City Church!

Pastoral Staff 
Todd Leonard, Senior x205
Mike Kim, Associate x206
Leif  Lind, Associate x207
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach x219

Church Staff 
Serena Miller, Executive O�  ce Manager and Treasurer  x202
Mindi Rub, Clerk x221
Malisa Smith, A+ School Director x203
Anji Arm, City Kids x222
Clarissa Shan, Choral Director x223
Kemp Smeal, Organist x224
Dave Ferguson, Concerts x218

Phone System for Pastoral and Church Staff  
Dial 818-244-7241and enter the extension of the person 
you would like to reach. 

Church Offi  cers
Head Elder & Church Board Chair – John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Elder – Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
Head Deacon – Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
Assistant Organist – Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
Audio Visual – Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
A+ School Board Chair – Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)



On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
In Your Estate Planning or By Stock Transfer
   Contact our Executive Offi  ce Manger, Serena Miller

F A C I L I T I E S  M A P

• Metro 780, 180, 181: stop 
at corner of Broadway and 
Glendale Ave. Walk one 
block west on Broadway 
and two blocks north on 
Isabel St. 

• NEW: METRO MICRO 
RIDESHARE.  Glendale/
Eagle Rock/Highland Park 
Residents: schedule your 
van ride right to the church 
door.

  
• Beeline 3: stop at the 

corner of Wilson Ave. and 
Glendale Ave. Walk one 
block west on Wilson Ave. 
and one block north on 
Isabel St.

• Beeline 8: stop at corner of 
California Ave. and Glendale 
Ave. Walk one block west on 
California Ave.

Transit Info

M A I N  L E V E L

L O W E R  L E V E L
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Glendale City Church
610 East California Avenue
Glendale, CA 91206-3701

610 E. California Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91206

818-244-7241
glendalesda@gmail.com

WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG


