
Ju
ne

 -
 J

ul
y 

| 
2
0
2
1

Intersections
The Magazine of Glendale City Church

www.glendalecitychurch.org

G L E N D A L E 
PEACEWALK 

2 0 2 1



Glendale City Church welcomes 
people of all backgrounds into 
our church community. We 
do not discriminate based on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
culture, wealth, education, or 
religious background. If you are 
learning to love God and others, 
you belong here. God excludes 
no one. Neither do we.

Intersections is a monthly 
publication of the Glendale 
City Church of Seventh-day 

Adventists

Finding God at the 
Intersection of Our Lives

Seventh-day Adventist Church in North America

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

adventistpeace.org

Editors
Leif Lind, Todd Leonard

Designer
Javier Gutiérrez

Layout
Serena Miller

Publisher
Monique Poon
Minuteman Press Glendale 

© June 2021

Church of 
Compassion

Revealing Christ, Affirming All

2 0 1 7  &  2 0 2 0

Glendale City is a Christian church affiliated with the Seventh-day 
Adventist denomination. Our congregation was one of the first 
Adventist churches established in this part of Southern California.  While 
we continue to partner with this denomination, we are in a posture of 
protest against the unjust actions taken by our General Conference 
that attempt to undermine the contextualized work of the Adventist 
churches and centers of education in the Western United States.  We 
are in solidarity with the actions of our Pacific Union Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both women and men as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current 

science to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities
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Glendale City Church is in the 
process of re-opening its campus.  
We have resumed our Saturday 
morning worship at 11:00a.  As we 
receive direction from Los Angeles 
County and Southern California 
Conference authorities, we will 
continue to expand our on-campus 
ministries.  Watch for notices on our 
website, church app, social media 
and bulletin updating you about 
the addition of City Kids’ gatherings, 
Personal Growth Marketplace 
groups and food service.



P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R B Y  M I K E  K I M

Transition is the word to describe life these 
days. The world is trying to get back to 
"normal," although things might never be 
the same again. Undoubtedly change has 
been hard.  Even the seemingly simple task 
of mask wearing has been met with much 
resistance and sometimes violence. So how 
will transitioning back pan out for you, for 
all of us?  

For those graduating this year, I’m sure it's been a whirlwind for you. 
You are facing one transition on top of another. Do future uncertainties 
make you feel anxious? You are not alone. I think it is safe to say, not 
many of us have been immune from anxiety lately. Congratulations 
anyhow! We are proud of you and we are rooting for you.  

Transition. Anxiety. These are two words that often go together, 
understandably. So here is the question: How will you manage your 
anxiety during this strange transition?
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The early Christians had it worse. They were meeting in secret and 
sometimes fleeing for their lives, after uprooting their families from 
what they were used to. To them, transition became the norm, 
along with the accompanying anxiety. Regarding this kind of life, 
this is what Paul says to them in Philippians 4:6-7: "Do not fret or 
have any anxiety about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition with thanksgiving, continue to make your wants known to 
God. And God’s peace shall be yours." (Amplified Bible)  

What audacity! He might as well have said, "Yeah, your body is 
on fire right now but don't be in pain." "I know you haven't eaten 
in weeks but stop being so hungry." How could they stop being 
anxious in such tumultuous times? How can we stop being so 
anxious?   

Philippians 4 tells us what to do: "...in everything, by prayer and 
petition with thanksgiving..." Prayer and meditation have a way of 
calming us and realigning us. Set aside God's intervention, for prayer 
automatically does things. It's as if the human body is wired to need 
frequent breaks of mindfulness, which religious people call prayer. We 
need food to survive. We need prayer to thrive. By the way, you don't 
need words to pray. Romans 8:26 "We do not know what we ought 
to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless 
groans." So, this is the way to reduce your anxiety — by groaning.

The outcome of the ordeal doesn't matter. What matters is that you 
are in the habit of groaning. We become anxious about how things 
will turn out. So we pray to God that things will turn out well. But 
what's interesting is that when we do what we need (prayer), we 
start to care less about how things will turn out. More likely than 
not, you've experienced this phenomenon before. Tell us about it. 
We all can benefit from your life stories.

Love you!
Pastor Mike
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Over the years, as I’ve become more public in my support of open and inclusive 
congregations for my LGBTQIA brothers and sisters and in my convictions that same-
gender relational behavior, when lived within the spirit of the biblical principles outlined for 
heterosexual relationships, are compatible with God’s will, I have had many discussions with 
friends and colleagues who disagree with me on the subject.  Most of the conversations have 
been mature and, at the heart, each person I’ve talked with is ultimately concerned for God’s 
grace and salvation for gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and queer individuals. 

But there are two comments that have come up in almost every conversation.  They go 
something like this:

1) “Because multiple places in both the Old and New Testament condemn 
homosexuality2, and nowhere is there scriptural support for same-sex relationships, I 
must be faithful to God and scripture and view the behaviors as sinful,” and,
2) “I believe that we in the church must show love and compassion to gay and lesbian 
people, but we must also be clear that their ‘active practice of the lifestyle’ is a sin and 
that we want them to repent and break free of their bondage to that sin.  We must 
love the sinner, but hate the sin.”

One of my good friends even said to me (this is a paraphrase), “I really wish the Bible didn’t 
say that homosexual behavior is a sin because I just want to accept them without having 
to condemn their relationships.  It seems like Jesus would be good friends with gays and 
lesbians.  But there are not any stories of Jesus doing that nor are there any words from him 
approving same-sex dating or marriage.  If I’m going to be faithful to God, I have to stick with 
the only texts that speak to the subject and obey them.”  His wrestling with the issue was 
obvious.  His compassionate heart was on his sleeve.  And he wanted to find a way forward, 
but could not. 

What do we do when the words of God seem to be at odds with the 
acts of God?  What do we do when we have what appears to be a clear 
command from God with a chapter and verse that seems to be at odds 
with the Spirit of Jesus that can’t be cited chapter and verse? 

WHEN GOD DISAGREES 
WITH GOD, WHOM DO 
YOU FOLLOW? B Y   T O D D  J .  L E O N A R D

Around the world, June is known as Pride month where we honor the inherent God-given worth and dignity of our 
siblings who identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex and asexual (LGBTQIA).  For just the 
second year, the City of Glendale, the Jewel City, is officially recognizing Pride month in 2021. Glendale City Church 
joins our city in expressing our Jewel City Pride with our LGBTQIA neighbors and friends.

Back in 2011 I wrote an article for SDA Kinship1, the organization that supports and advocates for Adventists who 
identify as LGBTQIA.  With Kinship’s permission, I’m sharing it below in honor of our LGBTQIA church members and 
friends and in honor of this congregation that is the strongest Adventist church ally in the world.  
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A casual reading of the Bible will lead you to see story after story of people who 
start out with one understanding of God and end up with another one based 
upon what happens in their lives.  One such story is where God plays gospel 
cupid between a Jewish Peter and a non-Jewish Cornelius in Acts 10 and 11. 

According to the account, an angel of God visits Cornelius, someone whom a 
Jewish person would refer to as a “good heathen”—someone who behaved 
ethically but still was not one of God’s people.  The angel tells Cornelius to 
request a meeting with Peter (Acts 10.3-6).  Shortly thereafter, God gives Peter a 
vision (10.9-16).  In the vision, Peter sees a smorgasbord of non-kosher animals 
and, in verse 13 he hears the God of Moses tell him, “Get up, Peter.  Kill and eat.”3  
Peter, having received a direct command from God, and who, at the moment, 
was really hungry and would have probably enjoyed the taste of a good pork 
chop, disobeyed God by obeying God.  He said, “Surely not, Lord.  I have never 
eaten anything impure or unclean” (10.14).   God responds by saying, “Do not 
call anything impure that God has made clean.” 

This is a major problem for Peter.  For hundreds of years, Jewish people 
devotedly followed God’s command that they were to not eat anything 
unclean.  Peter was born and raised with this understanding.  He followed 
Jesus for over three years and never observed him before or after his death 
and resurrection ever eating unclean meat.  But now, in this vision, God—and 
there’s no doubt in Peter’s mind that it is God—tells Peter to enjoy a shrimp 
cocktail.  What does Peter do when confronted with a God who, in Peter’s mind, 
disagrees with Himself?  Three times the voice of God in his vision tells Peter to 
ignore the voice of God from his upbringing.  And each time, Peter goes with 
the God of his upbringing over the God who was speaking to him right then. 

Shortly after, Peter wakes up and gets a knock at the door.  Cornelius, the good 
heathen, was requesting a meeting with him.  For a Jewish person, entering the 
home of a Gentile was a much greater sin than eating catfish.  Cozying up to 
an unclean person was much worse than devouring an unclean animal.4  Peter, 
who had been reflecting on the vision, started to connect the dots between it 
and the fact that now he, a clean Jew, is entering the house of an unclean, non-
Jew who wants to learn about Jesus.  When he arrives at the home of Cornelius, 
he says, “You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate 
with a Gentile or visit him.  But God has shown me that I should not call any 
man impure or unclean” (10.28).  Then, while Peter is in the middle of talking 
about Jesus, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit comes on everyone in Cornelius’ 
house, before they finished their Bible studies, got baptized, got circumcised, 
or learned kosher dietary practices.  Peter, in amazement at what is happening, 
says, “Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water?  They 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have” (10.47). 

Unlike in the vision, Peter, when recognizing the hand of God upon this cross-
cultural meeting and seeing the evidence of the Spirit at work in Cornelius’ 
family, discarded the scriptures taught to him at his mother’s knee that said he 
was to keep himself separate from unclean Gentiles.  He rejected the words of 
God from the past in light of the acts of God in the present.  And, incredibly, 
so did the early church.  They called Peter in to reprimand him for mixing with 
Gentiles, but after hearing his eyewitness account of God’s Spirit at work with 
non-Jewish people, they end up saying, “It’s really happened!  God has broken 
through to the other nations, opened them up to Life!” (11.18)5

Have not faithful followers of God over the millennia had to adjust their 
understanding of God in light of new revelation?  Has not the powerful work 
of God’s Spirit in the now forced people to re-read the Bible stories of God’s 
words and actions in the past?  We have allowed science to lead us to a 
reinterpretation of certain passages.6  We have allowed our convictions about 
human equality to change the way we understand verses about slavery and 
women’s subjugation.  We have changed our understanding of end-time 
prophecy in light of Jesus not returning when we were convinced the Bible said 
he would.

If we see evidence of the Spirit of God at work in the life of a gay man, how do 
we turn our backs and say, “Because of what God said in the past, I am choosing 
to not believe what He appears to be doing in the present?”  If we are struggling 
to still explain to ourselves why two lesbians in a committed relationship is 
incompatible with God’s ethics of fidelity and love for one another because 
we’ve got half a dozen proof texts that say that it’s wrong, no ifs, ands or buts; 
isn’t it time that we let go of God’s words in the past because of His obvious 
action in the present?  If accepting bisexual and transgender individuals into 
our faith communities seems like something Jesus would do, can’t we just 
go with the Spirit of Jesus?  Those of us who hold to the traditional reading 
of Leviticus 20.13 have already chosen to disobey God’s command to kill two 
men who lie together.  Can’t we just disobey the rest of that verse in light of the 
ministry of Jesus and how the Spirit is working today in LGBTQIA individuals 
around the world and welcome them into our midst as spirit-filled children of 
God?

It is time to be faithful to God.  Not the One whose old words we thought we 
understood, but the One Who is acting now and is working in your heart and 
mine.  Let us be obedient to the never-ending revelation of God.

1. Original citation: “When God Disagrees with God, Whom Do You Follow?”  Who Cares? A Newsletter for Caring Pastors and Educators, Vol. 1, No. 3, July 2011.  www.sdakinship.org. 2. It is not the 
purpose of this article to address the linguistic and theological issues related to the “condemnatory” texts in scripture (Genesis 19:5, Leviticus 18:22 & 20:13, Romans 1:26-27, I Corinthians 6:9, I 
Timothy 1:9-10).  SDAKinship.org discusses these texts and their interpretations and provides resources for further study. 3. All scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are from The Holy 
Bible, New International Version, Zondervan, 1984. 4. For an example of a Bible passage that Peter was probably taught regarding the need to stay separate from 
foreigners, see Deuteronomy 7.1-6, part of an important section of the Torah where God gives his laws to the people of Israel again like he did at Mt. Sinai. 5. Acts 
11.18 is taken from The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language, Eugene Petersen, Zondervan, 2002. 6. For the purpose of this article, I am not referring 
to the current creation/evolution debate.  I am referring to simple changes in the way we read passages like Psalm 19.4-6 and Ecclesiastes 1.5 where the sun is 
described as orbiting a stationary earth.  We now read these passages as metaphors rather than literal astronomical descriptions in light of the evidence of the 
earth as the orbiter rather than the sun.
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Glendale 
PeaceWalk 
2021
With the help of the Coalition for an Anti-Racist Glendale, 
Glendale City Church’s Justice Matters team put on the 
first-ever Glendale PeaceWalk.  Modeled on events from 
around the country, the PeaceWalk celebrated the ideals and 
priorities of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  In the photos on these 
pages, you’ll see the broad diversity of people who were 
drawn to this event.  A big thank-you to Pastor Ben Garcia 
from Glendale Adventist Academy for taking these amazing 
photographs.
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The march numbered approximately 350 in number and included: Anthony 
Portantino, state senator; Laura Friedman, state assembly member; Paula 
Devine, Glendale Mayor; Ardashes Kassakhian and Daniel Brotman, Glendale 
city council members; Carl Povalitis, Glendale chief of police; and members of 
the Glendale Unified School District board and superintendent’s office. 

The YWCA of Glendale and Pasadena was a huge support for this event.  Our 
thanks to Executive Director Tara Peterson and her team for all they did.  
 
With the success of this event, plans are now underway for the next PeaceWalk on 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 17, 2022.  

—Todd Leonard
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Saturday 
Worship & 
Events

E V E N T S

5
JUNE

8:30a: Morning Worship 
with Johnny Ramirez-
Johnson

12
JUNE

8:30a: Morning Worship 
with Todd Leonard

19
JUNE

8:30a: Morning Worship 
with Mike Kim

26
JUNE

8:30a: Morning Worship 
with Todd Leonard
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3
JULY

8:30a: Celebration of Freedom 
Worship with Leif Lind

10
JULY

8:30a: Morning Worship with 
Todd Leonard

17
JULY

8:30a: Morning Worship with 
Todd Leonard

24
JULY

8:30a: Morning Worship with 
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson

31
JULY

8:30a: Morning Worship with 
Mike Kim



Upcoming concerts will be updated at: 
http://glendalenoonconcerts.blogspot.com

Jonathan Flaksma - Cellist
June 2, 2021 at 12:10 pm PT

PROGRAM: 
“Solo cello music of the 1920s”
Paul Hindemith (1895-1963)
Sonate für Violoncello allein op. 
25 Nr. 3 (1922)
Eugéne Ysaÿe (1858-1931)
Sonate en Ut mineur pour 
Violoncelle seul, op. 28 (1924)
Gaspar Cassadó (1897-1966)
Suite per Violoncello solo (1926)

Andrew Kwon - Violin
Haesol Lee – Violin
June 16, 2021 at 12:10 pm PT

PROGRAM: 
Duos by Louis Spohr, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
and Bela Bartok.

Lori Ashikawa – Violin
Michael Hovnanian – Bass
July 7, 2021 at 12:10 pm PT

PROGRAM: 
TBA

Katherine Marsh – Flute
Patrick Marsh – Viola
July 21, 2021 at 12:10 pm PT

PROGRAM: 
Duo Recital featuring works by
François Devienne, Ignaz Pleyel, and Henri 
Vieuxtemps.
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After the hardest year we have ever experienced, we are happy to report that Sunset ChamberFest will 
be broadcasting two full-programs! These will be premiered on YouTube (links are coming) on June 
19th and 20th, when we would have had our concerts at the Glendale City Church and St. Thomas the 
Apostle, Hollywood.

Our workshop for Young Composers will once again be hosted by the Glendale City Church (thank you 
so much!) Fifteen composers from the LA area and around the country will write chamber music pieces 
for us and we will perform and professionally record these works.

The recording session will 
take place in the sanctuary 
and will be open to the public 
on Thursday, June 17 at 6 PM. 
We hope to see you there!
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Class of 
2021

1. Yvanna Raiza Matusea Grade 12 Granada Hills Charter High School.
2. Rachelle Abigail Matusea Grade 8 Robert Frost Middle School.
3. Tiara Rabello graduating Walla Walla.
4. Kaitlin Rose Schultz Columbia University in NYC.
5. Joseph Bryce Chilopoulos graduating from Chaminade College 

Preparatory High School.
6. Dwayne Larnelle Hutapea Yucaipa High School.
7. Vivien Lee Posner -Walla Walla University.

7
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CityKids
Worship With Us Online!
Worship With Us on Campus…Soon!
 
Each Saturday, a new worship video premieres 
on our YouTube channel featuring music, 
stories, crafts and more.  Watch for information 
in upcoming weeks on when City Kids will 
start meeting on campus again.  Subscribe 
to Miss Anji’s email updates by emailing 
her: anjiarmgcc@gmail.com.

Open Door Youth Cafe will be gathering soon!  Watch for 
information on social media, bulletin and Pastor Mike’s texts and 
emails!  Send questions to Pastor Mike: mikekim3@gmail.com.  
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On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
In Your Estate Planning or By Stock Transfer
   Contact our Executive Office Manger, Serena Miller

How to Give

C H U R C H 
D I R E C T O R Y

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

CRAFT YOUR GIVING 
PLAN WITH PLEDGE+

Glendale City Church relies on your 
consistent and generous donations 
to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget 
and your Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports 
Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding 
of our congregation’s two full-time 
pastors.  Church Budget pays for our 
other part-time pastors and ministry 
staff, youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and 
so much more.  With Pledge+, you’re 
invited to target a portion of your 
donation to the ministry you’re most 
passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale 
City Church is tax-deductible. 
Annual donation receipts are 
distributed in January.

Thank you for believing in the mission 
of Glendale City Church!

Pastoral Staff
Todd Leonard, Senior x205
Mike Kim, Associate x206
Leif  Lind, Associate x207
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach x219

Church Staff
Serena Miller, Executive Office Manager and Treasurer  x202
Mindi Rub, Clerk x221
Malisa Smith, A+ School Director x203
Anji Arm, City Kids x222
Clarissa Shan, Choral Director x223
Kemp Smeal, Organist x224
Dave Ferguson, Concerts x218

Phone System for Pastoral and Church Staff 
Dial 818-244-7241and enter the extension of the person 
you would like to reach. 

Church Officers
Head Elder & Church Board Chair – John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Elder – Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
Head Deacon – Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
Assistant Organist – Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
Audio Visual – Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
A+ School Board Chair – Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)

Giving Through April 2021

Budget 
• rec'd: $274,184
• needed: $267,260
• diff: <$6,924>

Tithe 
• rec'd: $102,646
• needed: $138,137
• diff: <-$35,491>



F A C I L I T I E S  M A P

• Metro Local 90, 91 and 
Glendale Beeline 3, 31, 32: 
stop at Glendale Ave. and 
California Ave. Walk one 
block west on California

• Metro Express 780, 180, 181 
and Glendale Beeline 4, 11: 
stop at corner of Broadway 
and Glendale Ave. Walk one 
block west on Broadway 
and two blocks north on 
Isabel St.

Transit Info

M A I N  L E V E L

L O W E R  L E V E L
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Glendale City Church
610 East California Avenue
Glendale, CA 91206-3701

610 E. California Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91206

818-244-7241
glendalesda@gmail.com

WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG


