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Glendale City is a Christian church affi  liated with the Seventh-day 
Adventist denomination. Our congregation was one of the fi rst 
Adventist churches established in this part of Southern California.  While 
we continue to partner with this denomination, we are in a posture of 
protest against the unjust actions taken by our General Conference 
that attempt to undermine the contextualized work of the Adventist 
churches and centers of education in the Western United States.  We 
are in solidarity with the actions of our Pacifi c Union Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both women and men as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current 

science to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities

G L E N D A L E  C I T Y  C H U R C H
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During April, the Glendale City Church campus will remain closed.  If 
infection rates in Los Angeles County continue to decline, the church campus 
will be re-opened for Saturday Morning Worship only.  All other on-campus 
activities remain suspended.  For those uncomfortable coming back on 
campus in May, worship will continue to be live-streamed on our church’s 
YouTube channel.

On the following pages, you will fi nd information on our online study and 
discussion groups, our City Kids’ worship, Wednesday Noon Concerts and 
more.  Our pastoral staff  is available by phone and email when we can be 
of service.  Our Executive Offi  ce Manager, Serena Miller, is available for your 
administrative and accounting questions.  We are committed to serving you 
the best we can while these pandemic protocols remain in place.

*If Los Angeles County COVID-19 
infection rates don’t begin 
increasing again.  Campus re-
opening is for Saturday Morning 
Worship only.  All other on-campus 
activities continue to be suspended.  
Health screening, temperature 
check, masks and social distancing 
required.  Online streaming of 
morning worship will continue on 
the church’s YouTube channel.

MINISTRY OPERATIONS
DURING PANDEMIC



The morning light suff used the white cotton curtain with the tincture of ripe apricots as 
Christopher awoke and stretched.

“The sun just came up,” he mumbled matter of factly to his dog Rex, still asleep on the bed. 
Yet it was not a fact at all for the sun had not come up, but the horizon had tilted down, 
curving away, to allow the daylight to slide across the dark fl oor of the earth and splash up 
against the farmhouse.

As the boy yawned and slowly swung his feet to the mat beside his bed, his eye caught the 
hopping movement of a small, black silhouette against the window lace. It was a little bird, 
perhaps a sparrow, maybe a cardinal, or even a yellow canary sitting on the outer sill of 
the open window, and it was singing gloriously. His heart raced, “Stay still Rex, I think I can 
catch it,” he whispered. The dog fl opped his big tail over once to indicate compliance.

The young hunter moved slowly towards his prey. He knew he would have to quickly 
grasp the little singer and pull it in to the palm of his hand in one swift stroke, and without 
drawing the curtain aside. Somehow he must grab a handful of cloth with a bird in it. Chris 
moved in to position, raised his arm and struck at the silhouette. He caught a solid shadow.

P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R

A Children’s 
Story for
Big People

B Y  S M U T S  V A N  R O O Y E N
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“I’ve got it, Rex!” he yelled with the 
Archimedean cry, that ancient “eureka” of 
the human heart that has found an answer 
to a difficult question. The dog barked in 
excitement.

“Hush! you’ll frighten this little one to death,” 
Chris commanded as the tiny aviator struggled 
to get free. The boy immediately eased the 
pressure of his shaking hand to prevent 
breaking the breast of his catch.

For a full minute Christopher held the bird 
trapped in the window’s lace. He felt its 
warmth, its mass, and the pulse of a rapid 
heartbeat. Then as the bird and the boy calmed 
down there came a moment so magical, he 
would never forget it. In that one marvelous 
instant he could not tell where his hand ended 
and the bird began, he could not tell whether 
the pulse was in his finger tips or in the bird’s 
heart. They were one indistinguishable truth. 
Then ever so gently he placed the canary, or 
was it a sparrow back on to the window’s outer 
ledge and released it. For long seconds the bird 
sat motionless as if it understood what had just 
happened, then flew away.

For the entire morning break at school
Christopher stood at the barbed back fence
Searching the African veld beyond.

He yearned to embrace the wind,
Ached for the wildness to enter his being
Burned to absorb the silent presence.

The presence moved in the undulating grass,
Rose skyward with the thorn-wood smoke,
Sat silently on the distant rocks holding the 
memory of those now gone.

Then the school bell rang calling him back
for algebra.
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THE BUGGY 
WHIP FACTORY
B Y  L O R E N  S E I B O L D

Around the turn of the 20th century entire industries were poised to disappear. They just didn’t know it yet. 

After the introduction of reasonably reliable and aff ordable automobiles, most industries that relied on horse transportation began 
to suff er: harness makers, wheelwrights, wood crafters, traditional blacksmiths, brass workers, carriage builders, horse breeders, 
even those who raised oats and alfalfa for horses—all fell on hard times.

In the 1960s Theodore Levitt of the Harvard Business School used the buggy whip as the symbol of that 
decline. Because rural roads were unimproved, farmers continued using wagons and horses for a 
while longer, and some still rode horseback for ranch work or recreation. But buggies were 
precisely the product that the horseless carriage was designed to replace. And it did. Of 
the roughly 13,000 businesses in the carriage industry in 1890, most were gone 
within a few decades.

The horse-and-buggy church
I fear that the Christian church as it’s traditionally conceived is a 
buggy whip factory that, because of rapid cultural evolution, 
is losing its reason for being.

We should have seen it coming. If we’d taken the 
European experience seriously, it would have alerted us 
that Christianity as it’s practiced now has begun to decline. 
In many countries of western Europe fewer than 10% go to 
church regularly, nor do most even see church as something to 
identify with. Tens of thousands of church buildings across Europe 
are being turned into bars, restaurants and boutiques.

America thought it was immune to that decline. Entrepreneurialism served us well 
at fi rst: groups like the Vineyard brought rock music into church, let their pastors wear 
jeans and sneakers and use slang, and encouraged people to let go and be emotional. 
But it has become clear that it takes more than music and waving hands to make a church successful. So what’s 
happening to religion in America?

For one thing, evangelicalism has been injecting itself with a fatal dose of right-wing politics. Young people, having already 
dismissed the old mainline and liturgical churches as meaningless, are equally unimpressed by the conservative churches with their 
preaching of a greedy capitalism, incipient racism and rejection of LGBT+ people.  Too many of the famous preachers didn’t practice 
what they preached. Some are great performers who in private were entitled and greedy horndogs. The prosperity gospel hasn’t 
panned out for everyone—only for the leaders. Many of the megachurches turned out to be speculative bubbles. As large and rich 
as they appeared, the loss of a single charismatic leader was often enough to empty a sanctuary. Case in point: Southern California’s 

Crystal Cathedral.

And us?
We Seventh-day Adventists built our faith around two ideas that aren’t wearing terribly well either. The fi rst was 6intersections

that a very specifi c and terrifying end-time scenario would 
herald the second coming of Christ—specifi cally focusing on us 
for worshiping on Saturday. That hasn’t happened, but we can’t 
stop fearing it. Meanwhile we have had little to say about the 
wars, genocides, cultural changes and natural catastrophes that 
have happened in the last century and three quarters.

The other was the notion that ours was the only true church, 
in the service of which we grew the most top-heavy structure 
in Christendom: a system in which pastors fi ght to get out of 
pulpits and into offi  ces, and congregations are looked down 
upon as mere feeders for the institution.

Meanwhile local congregations are dying. The evangelism that 
built our denomination a century ago simply doesn’t work 
anymore—but we don’t seem to have any new ideas. Four out 
of fi ve North American Adventist congregations have fewer 
than a hundred people in worship. They will not last. The money 
will dry up. Congregations will close. Offi  ces will follow, though 
reluctantly and not until much good money is thrown after bad.

Church leaders don’t seem to know that yet. They think when 
Covid-19 is over, everything will go back to normal. What they 
fail to see is that it wasn’t trending toward “normal” before 
Covid-19, and it is unlikely to afterwards. Meanwhile they are, 
to paraphrase what Jesus said about those before Noah’s time, 
running promotions, collecting money, hiring and being hired—
as though as long as we have conference, union and division 
offi  ces, the church is healthy. 

What could have happened
Theodore Leavitt’s analysis of the carriage industry is now 
regarded as incomplete. Another analysis by Thomas A. Kinney, 
an assistant professor of history at Bluefi eld College in Virginia, 
shows that some in the horse transportation industry managed 
not only to survive the coming of the automobile, but thrive in 
it.  Leather was still useful for automobiles: for upholstery, belts 
and bearing seals. Carriage making and blacksmithing could 
evolve into auto-body construction. Those few who recognized 
that survived. “The people who made the most successful 
transition were not the carriage makers, but the carriage 
parts makers,” says Kinney. Some, like Timken Bearings and 
Studebaker, grew into major companies. 

Those companies that insisted that their time was going to 
come around, who said that automobiles were a passing fad 
and they would just keep on braiding buggy whips until people 
started buying them again, locked their doors. 
The Seventh-day Adventist Church has some wonderful “parts” 
and skills for a fresh Christianity. Some we’ve recognized, such as 
our health message and medical work. Others, like the Sabbath, 
we’ve defi ned so tightly in eschatological and behavioral terms 
that we’ve lost the much bigger blessing it could be to the 
world. (Interestingly, other Christians did see it: several best-

selling books have been written about the spiritual blessing of 
the Sabbath, not one of them by a Seventh-day Adventist.)

Through the years I’ve seen many attempts to update the 
Adventist Church—theologically, culturally and structurally—
for a new era. Those eff orts have been almost universally 
rejected. Leaders haven’t the courage to anticipate the need for 
change. Where changes have happened—such as when some 
academies and at least one NAD college closed—it is always 
at the end of a crisis, never in anticipation of one.  Right now 
we’re still operating an unnecessarily large denominational 
bureaucracy. We know it’s unsustainable, yet we keep growing 
it—note the expansion of the NAD offi  ce in Columbia, Maryland. 
Congregations, with the exception of those near institutions, are 
on life support. Even overseas, where we long bragged we were 
growing, the church is suff ering: the church in India dropped 
half a million members in one action. Theologically our leaders 
keep pounding down on us a set of old, ineff ective teachings, 
and have even added to our stuckness by refusing to make the 
church inclusive of women and instead substituting “headship 
theology”—a teaching that wasn’t held by our founders.

As with many cultural changes, it’s not often evolution nor 
intentional change that wins out, but the old ways dying and 
new, unanticipated movements taking over. Since Covid-19, 
we Adventists have worshipped on line, and I suspect a lot of 
people will never return to their dying congregations. I see little 
sign that church leaders are acknowledging that.

Beyond horse and buggy
Could it be turned around? Perhaps. But many Seventh-day 
Adventists, and nearly all of our leaders, insist that the horse and 
buggy is coming back, that there’s going to be a big market for 
our buggy whips eventually. 

I love the Glendale City Church, for the following reason: it 
anticipated that the church is for all people, not just a few 
who are the True Believers in a 1930’s-era Adventism. GCC’s 
philosophy has not gone unchallenged, of course, as your 
pastors and leaders would tell you.

The question is, if GCC survives when tens of thousands of other 
churches don’t, what will have made the diff erence? Member 
inclusiveness? Great music? Thoughtful preaching? Money in 
the bank? A beautiful antique building in the heart of a major 
Los Angeles suburb? 

I’m not sure. I know that whatever the ingredient is that makes 
Christian churches thrive, most of Europe missed it. Maybe 
there’s nothing we can do to buck this cultural change. But 
at the very least we need to think carefully 
about what we’re making here, and be sure 
it’s more useful than buggy whips. 7 intersections



In the fall of 2020, Glendale City Church became more intentional in its eff orts to work 
out God’s justice in our city.  Empowered by our church board, the Justice Matters 
committee was formed to connect our church to existing movements working for 
social change and to create new movements when necessary.  Take a look at the work 
already being done on a number of fronts by our church members:

Racial Justice

Didi Mumford continues to lead our Racial Justice Book Club, meeting 
every other month.

Dave Ferguson co-leads a community initiative for cross-racial conversations entitled 
“Neighbors in Dialogue.”

Todd Leonard co-presented a seminar on Glendale’s sundown town history for 
Glendale Community College’s Black History Month lecture series.

In the Glendale Public Library’s online “Refl ectSpace” gallery, Glendale City Church’s 
contributions to our city’s racial justice work are featured in the library’s exhibit, 
“Reckoning: Racism and Resistance in Glendale.”  See the exhibit and our church’s video 
at www.refl ectspace.org/reckoning. 

Justice
Matters
City Church Members Creating Change in Our 
Community and Denomination

B Y  T O D D  L E O N A R D
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LGBTQ Justice

Loren Seibold has hosted two Adventist Today Sabbath Seminars 
that have challenged traditional scriptural interpretations and 
connected attendees with LGBTQ individuals actively living out their 
Adventist faith. 

Dave Ferguson continues to work with our city’s PRIDE organization, 
GlendaleOUT.  

Women’s Justice

Lissie Quishenberry and Didi Mumford put together the “Domestic 
Violence and Addiction in Pandemic” conversation with leaders from 
YWCA Glendale and the Hoving Home Pasadena.  You can view it 
now on our church’s YouTube channel.

Adventist Peace Fellowship Peace Summit

Glendale City Church, with other Adventist Peace Churches, 
helped initiate this annual event that brought together hundreds 
of Adventists from around North America on Martin Luther King 
weekend.  Entitled “Martin Luther King and the Unholy Trinity,” the 
summit called attendees to work with their church leaders to do the 
hard work of racial justice within our Adventist faith communities.

Coming Up: Glendale PeaceWalk

Originally scheduled for Martin Luther King Day, the fi rst annual 
Glendale PeaceWalk is now taking place on Sunday, May 23 at 
2:00p.  Modeled on similar events around the country, Glendale’s 
Martin Luther King Jr. Peace Walk will be a moving witness to our 
passion to continue Dr. King’s work of justice right here in our city 
until every resident has peace, security and stability. Learn more at 
www.glendalepeacewalk.org and sign up to walk with Glendale City 
Church by emailing Todd Leonard. 

If you are personally passionate about justice, you are invited to join 
the Justice Matters committee and attend our monthly planning 
sessions.  Email  Todd at todd.j.leonard@gmail.com.
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As we stand here, on the cusp of 115 years at Glendale City 
Church, as we ponder the diffi  culties this congregation has faced 
over the years and wonder what challenges lie ahead of us, we 
are inspired by the magnifi cent words and ideas of the African 
American poet and civil rights activist Maya Angelou, which we 
here paraphrase:

• As we stand here in Glendale City today, amazed at the challenges we have 
faced over the years, Still we rise.

• As we engage with a world that is increasingly either secular, hostile or indiff erent 
to God’s call, Still we rise.

• We acknowledge the importance of individuals — whoever they are, whatever their 
religious, racial, or socioeconomic background and Still we rise.

• We aim to turn our focus away from Christian groups whose message is that they are “Not of This 
World” and center ourselves rather on those who believe it is their God-given duty to help 
their sister or brother in physical or spiritual need.

• We seek to maintain a spiritual balance of power between the authority of the 
denomination and the conscience of the individual church member in matters such as 
women’s ordination and gender-related issues.

•  “I have a dream,” says Dr. King. A dream of God’s justice on earth. A dream of rough places made plain, 
with all fl esh seeing it together. A dream of blacks and whites (yes, and Asians) sitting down together at the 
table of one humanity. A dream of oppression and injustice being transformed into freedom and justice.

• And God also has a dream. He says, “Cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, 
defend the orphan, plead for the widow” (Isaiah 1:16-17).

• And Still we rise because our God gives hope to hopelessness. Have we not seen? have we not heard? The 
Lord, the everlasting Creator does not grow tired or weary. Those who hope in him will rise on wings like eagles. 
They will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.

• And Still we rise because God gives us a dream. In Isaiah 40 the prophet says, “I have a dream that one day every valley shall 
be exalted, and every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be 
made straight; ‘and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all fl esh shall see it together’” (Isaiah 40:5).

• And with the breath of God beneath our spiritual wings giving us power, giving us hope, giving us inspiration, giving us a dream, 
We Rise, We Rise, We Rise.

Still
We Rise
(Based on Isaiah 40 and Maya Angelou’s poem, an excerpt from the 
March 20, 2021 Glendale City sermon, commemorating Glendale 
City Church’s 115th anniversary)

B Y  L E I F  T .  L I N D
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City
Kids

Worship With Us Online!
Each Saturday, a new worship video premieres on 

our YouTube channel featuring music, stories, crafts 
and more!

YouTube.com/c/GlendaleCityChurch
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E V E N T S

Saturday 
Worship & Events

1
MAY

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00a: On-Campus Reopening Worship 
with Todd Leonard

3
APR

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00: Easter Worship with Mike Kim

10
APR

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00a: Morning Worship with
Mike Kim 8

MAY

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00a: Morning Worship with
Todd Leonard

15
MAY

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00a: Morning Worship with
Mike Kim

22
MAY

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00a: Peace Sabbath Worship with Todd 
Leonard
3:00p: Los Angeles Adventist Forum

17
APR

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00a: Morning Worship with
Todd Leonard

24
APR

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00a: Morning Worship with Todd Leonard
3:00p: Los Angeles Adventist Forum.

29
MAY

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00a: Peace Sabbath Worship with Todd 
Leonard
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PRESS RELEASE:

Wed APRIL 7, 2021
(video premieres at 12:10 pm PST)
The Free Admission Glendale Noon Concerts will be streaming the April 7 
program on Facebook and Youtube.
Violinist Jacqueline Suzuki and pianist Brendan White
will perform works by George N. Gianopoulos, Felix Mendelssohn, and Johannes 
Brahms.

SCAN THIS CODE WITH 
YOUR PHONE CAMERA

Upcoming concerts will be updated at: 
http://glendalenoonconcerts.blogspot.com

On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
In Your Estate Planning or By Stock Transfer
   Contact our Executive Offi  ce Manger, Serena Miller

How to Give

C H U R C H 
D I R E C T O R Y

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

CRAFT YOUR GIVING 
PLAN WITH PLEDGE+

Glendale City Church relies on your 
consistent and generous donations 
to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget 
and your Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports 
Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding 
of our congregation’s two full-time 
pastors.  Church Budget pays for our 
other part-time pastors and ministry 
staff , youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and 
so much more.  With Pledge+, you’re 
invited to target a portion of your 
donation to the ministry you’re most 
passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale 
City Church is tax-deductible. 
Annual donation receipts are 
distributed in January.

Thank you for believing in the mission 
of Glendale City Church!

Pastoral Sta� 
Todd Leonard, Senior x205
Mike Kim, Associate x206
Leif  Lind, Associate x207
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach x219

Church Sta� 
Serena Miller, Executive Offi  ce Manager and Treasurer  x202
Mindi Rub, Clerk x221
Malisa Smith, A+ School Director x203
Anji Arm, City Kids x222
Clarissa Shan, Choral Director x223
Kemp Smeal, Organist x224
Dave Ferguson, Concerts x218

Phone System for Pastoral and Church Sta�  
Dial 818-244-7241and enter the extension of the person 
you would like to reach. 

Church O�  cers
Head Elder & Church Board Chair – John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Elder – Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
Head Deacon – Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
Assistant Organist – Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
Audio Visual – Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
A+ School Board Chair – Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)

Giving, Jan-Feb 2021

Budget 
• rec'd: $62,520
• needed: $86,350
• diff : <$23,830>

Tithe 
• rec'd: $43,962
• needed: $61,002
• diff : <-$17,040>
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610 E. California Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91206

818-244-7241
glendalesda@gmail.comWWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG

Glendale City Church
610 East California Avenue
Glendale, CA 91206-3701

Login through the
www.GlendaleCityChurch.org  
Homepage


