
Finding god at the intersection oF our Lives                                                  February 20, 2021

today’s Live-streamed service, February 20: 
• 11:00 a.m.: We warmly welcome back Rev. Doug Edwards as he speaks on today’s online 

Morning Worship Service with his sermon “A Sacred Practice for Our Time”.

next saturday, February 27:
• 11:00 a.m.: Online Morning Worship Service with Pastor Todd
•   3:30 p.m.: Armenian Service Congregation Organization Celebration
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Due to Southern California ConferenCe anD l.a. County guiDelineS regarDing the 
CoronaviruS CoviD-19 outbreak, all ServiCeS will only be live-StreameD, at leaSt until 
further notiCe. gateS anD DoorS will be loCkeD. PleaSe follow our webSite httPS://
glenDaleCityChurCh.org or faCebook Page aS further information beComeS available.

city church onLine WeekLy scheduLe:
• Spanish-language Services, Saturdays, 8:30 a.m.: with Pastor Johnny Ramirez-Johnson on 

our YouTube Channel.  

• City Kids Worship, 10:00 a.m., www.YouTube.com/c/GlendaleCityChurch

• The Living Project Support Group, 10:00 a.m.  Contact Mike Quishenberry for login 
information: mquishenberry@gmail.com

• Saturday Morning English Worship 11:00 a.m., https://YouTube.com/c/GlendaleCityChurch.

• Worship After-Party with Tom & George 12:15 p.m.: Immediately after the worship service 
concludes, join the chat with other church members at https://Zoom.us/j/2139156248.

• Social Jesus Heartgroup by Herb Montgomery, Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. (https://Zoom.
us/j/8182447241), discussing Jesus’ call to bringing justice and equality to all. To prepare for 
each meeting, see Herb’s study guide or podcast (https://RenewedHeartMinistries.com).

• Fridays, 7:00 p.m.  Mountain View Group, https://fuller-edu.zoom.us/j/7087596144.



SaturDay worShiP – 11:00 a.m. (please silence your electronic devices)
We welcome you as you worship with us online today. Please feel free to contact any of our pastoral staff if you have 
a question, want a visit, or need help:
 • https://glendalecitychurch.org
 • https://facebook.com/glendalecitychurch
 • phone 818-244-7241

Prelude                                                “Fireworks Music – Overture”                   George Frederick Handel
Kemp Smeal, organ

Lenten Meditation                         “Dust We Are and Shall Return”                                     The Brilliance
www.theworkofthepeople.com

Invocation                                                                                                                                              Todd Leonard

Greetings & Prayers of the Congregation                                                                          Todd Leonard

Virtual Anthem                                                “O Holy Lord”                                                    Nathaniel Dett
Clarissa Shan, Choir Director

Old Testament Reading                               Psalm 25:1-10                                                   Todd Leonard

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not 
let my enemies exult over me. Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be 
ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.

Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth, and 
teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.

Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love 
remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O LORD!

Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. He leads the 
humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. All the paths of the LORD are 
steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.



this Week’s anthems For bLack history month

city caLLed heaven: Empathy for those who face injustice and persecution is as important 
for our society today as it was during the darkest periods of American history. “City 
Called Heaven” is a traditional African-American spiritual that was popularized by 
Mahalia Jackson and is now a Gospel standard. In addition to its origins as a song 
yearning for deliverance from slavery, the text also embodies the struggle of anyone 
facing the injustices that have unfortunately become too commonplace in our 
societies. Indeed, the tune appears on the Smithsonian Folkways Collection Voices 
of the Civil Rights Movement: Black American Freedom Songs 1960-1966.

o hoLy Lord: robert Nathaniel Dett (1882-1943), one of history’s greatest musicians of 
African descent, was multitalented, not only as a composer, but also as a conductor, 
pianist, teacher, poet, and writer. During his lifetime, he was lauded as the first 
American composer to fuse Negro folk music with the European art music tradition 
in a sophisticated way. As a seminal figure in the preservation and study of 
spirituals, both as a writer and choral leader, and as a great teacher and inspirer of 
African-American musicians in later generations, he is acknowledged to be one of 
the most important musicians in American history.

Dett was the first person of African descent to graduate from Oberlin College, with a double 
degree in piano and composition in 1908. Even after being awarded honorary 
doctorates in music from Howard University in 1924 and Oberlin in 1926, he chose 
to enroll at the Eastman School of Music in 1931 to obtain a Masters Degree.

Dett’s works include many solo piano pieces and choral pieces in motet form such as 
“Listen to the Lambs”, “Holy Lord”, “Chariot Jubilee”, a magnificent “Ave Maria”, and 
an oratorio, “Ordering of Moses”.

Virtual Anthem                                          “City Called Heaven”                              arr. Josephine Poelnitz
Clarissa Shan, Choir Director

Gospel Reading                                                Mark 1:9-15                                                    Doug Edwards

Sermon                                               “A Sacred Practice for Our Time”                                 Doug Edwards 

Offering Appeal & Benediction                                                                                              Todd Leonard

Postlude                                             “Watermusic Suite – Hornpipe”                George Frederick Handel

        



Keep Up With City Church!
 • Get your copy of Intersections, our monthly magazine, mailed each month. To subscribe, email   
      Serena Miller at glendalesda@gmail.com
 • Visit our website & sign up for our weekly e-newsletter: https://GlendaleCityChurch.org 
 • Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
 • Download our “Glendale City Church” app at your App Store
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announcements:
Glendale City Church remains closed until Covid restrictions have been lifted. Online services continue to 
function every week; follow updates on the Church’s website.

Pastors and Staff on Call.  Even though the church office is closed, you can still connect with anyone on 
our team.  Call 818-244-7241 and enter their extension:

• Serena Miller:  x 202 • Mike Kim: x 206
• Todd Leonard: x 205 • Leif Lind: x 207
• Johnny Ramirez-Johnson: x 219

Prayer requests: Our deep condolences to Alma Schmidt, whose brother Arturo passed away in 
Argentina on January 19 and brother-in-law Benjamin passed away February 16. Our prayers are also 
with Mirta Marconi whose sister recently passed away. Please pray for Glenda Mendizabal’s colleague, 
Jack Galindo, who is suffering the effects of an aneurysm and stroke in December. Also continue to 
remember Zaida Rothstein’s sister, Zoraida, who is facing ongoing health challenges.

The Social Justice Book Club will meet Sunday, Feb 28 at 2 p.m. to discuss N. Buccola’s recent book, 
“The Fire is Upon Us”, chronicling the famous 1965 debate between James Baldwin and William F. 
Buckley Jr. View the debate on YouTube, view a discussion about the debate (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=dFjddLiV8Ss), or an Interview with the author (https://www.c-span.org/video/?465110-1/the-
fire-us). Come and join regardless of how much you’ve read or seen. Contact Didi Mumford for book club 
login info: dmumford1@aol.com.

Lit Knitters is still going strong! We meet each month and keep one another encouraged with light 
reading that helps us escape from current events. Come and join us if you’d like a carefree couple of hours 
to chat and laugh! Contact Didi Mumford for Lit Knitters login info: dmumford1@aol.com

February TLC for Teachers. Glendale City wants to show love to the people who are struggling, surviving 
and evolving as they educate our children during the pandemic: our fearless educators! If you’d like to 
donate towards the approximately 60 small gift cards that we’ll be sending to the staff of A+ Adventist 
Children’s Center, Glendale Adventist Academy and teachers who are part of our congregation, mark your 
envelope or online giving entry to “Community Outreach”.

Armenian Congregation Organization Celebration. Join our Armenian congregation at 3:30 p.m. on 
Sabbath, February 27 in our courtyard while we bless them as they launch out as their own Adventist 
congregation. Our conference leaders will join us for this special ceremony that will include several 
baptisms of those committing their lives to following Jesus.  On entering, you will be required to have a 
health screening check-in, along with social distancing and face masks.


