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Glendale City Church welcomes 
people of all backgrounds into 
our church community. We 
do not discriminate based on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
culture, wealth, education, or 
religious background. If you are 
learning to love God and others, 
you belong here. God excludes 
no one. Neither do we.
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Church of 
Compassion
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Glendale City is a Christian church affi  liated with the Seventh-day 
Adventist denomination. Our congregation was one of the fi rst 
Adventist churches established in this part of Southern California.  While 
we continue to partner with this denomination, we are in a posture of 
protest against the unjust actions taken by our General Conference 
that attempt to undermine the contextualized work of the Adventist 
churches and centers of education in the Western United States.  We 
are in solidarity with the actions of our Pacifi c Union Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both women and men as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current 

science to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities

G L E N D A L E  C I T Y  C H U R C H

A W A R D E D
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Glendale City Church continues to keep 
our campus closed to all ministry activities 
due to Los Angeles County and Adventist 
denominational guidelines.  We are waiting 
for the mandates to lessen to a place where 
we can be on campus together safely again.

Until then, we continue church ministry 
online.  In the following pages, you will find 
information on our weekly worships, study 
and discussion groups, City Kids’ worship, 
Wednesday Noon concerts and more.  Our 
pastoral staff is available by phone and email 
when we can be of service.  Our executive 
office manager, Serena Miller, is available 
for your administrative and accounting 
questions.  We are committed to continue to 
serve you as best we can for as long as the 
pandemic continues.

At City Church, our mission is to reveal 
the love of Christ in all its tenderness and 
grandeur to the community in which we 
live. We desire to embrace the wonder of 
humanity in its complexity, diversity, and 
beauty — and to do so without precondition. 
In short, we yearn to reveal the splendor of 
Christ and to affiffirm the worth of all people.

MISSION

MINISTRY 
OPERATIONS

DURING
PANDEMIC



“Pilate said to him, ‘What is truth?” John 18:38

“Truth is that which, when you stop believing 
in it, doesn’t go away.” Philip K Dick

TRUTH IN THE 
POSTMODERN 
AGE We all want to know the truth ... most of the time.

However, not everyone wants to tell us the truth.

In an age when postmodernism questions the very existence 
of objective truth, in an age when “alternative facts” are 
bandied around as reality and fake news is swallowed as 
gospel, we may feel that our quest for truth is futile. 

“We have ‘The Truth’...”

As Christians we have traditionally believed that “Truth” is to 
be found in God’s Word, as well as through the Church and 
its leaders. “Sanctify them by your truth. Your word is truth” 
said Jesus in John 17. As Seventh-day Adventist Christians we 
have often taken pride in our Church as having “The Truth”. 
We have all the answers — even if we don’t always know the 
right questions!

Adventists, more than most Evangelical Christians, have an 
urgent need to know all the answers. We have to enumerate 

P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R

B Y  L E I F  T .  L I N D
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the 27— no, 28 and counting — Fundamental 
Beliefs and interpret every last verse of Daniel 
& Revelation, even if it sometimes requires 
unorthodox methods and proof-texting. We 
have to know The Truth.

“What is truth?” Pilate once asked. Sadly, he 
never stopped long enough to hear the answer.

In spiritual (as well as physical) life, it is 
comforting to believe we know what is ahead 
of us. It is reassuring to think we know what we 
will have to face. But this false certainty merely 
undermines the necessity of exercising faith. 
“Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) If 
we had all the answers, if we had all truth, we 
would never need faith!

...but we don’t have all the answers!

As Christians we need to acknowledge that we 
don’t have all the answers. As we go through 
life we all ask ourselves the great questions of 
the ages: How can a God of love allow innocent 
suffering in this world? How do we explain 
the soon coming of Christ when Christians 
have proclaimed his “soon” return ever since 
he left his disciples 2,000 years ago or, more 
specifically in our denomination, for nearly 
200 years? As uncomfortable as it may be, 
Christians need to honestly admit that some 
of life’s greatest questions have no definitive 
answer this side of eternity. That may be an 
uncomfortable position for many of us to hold. 

“Inconvenient truths” are hard to take, even in 
the spiritual realm. Sometimes it’s just easier to 
continue believing what we want to believe. 
Yet, in the end, to paraphrase the writer Philip 
K. Dick, “Truth is that which, when you stop 
believing in it, doesn’t go away.”1

Why is truth so hard to grasp?

Our “need to know” serves as security as we 
face the unknown. Yet if it is mistaken, it serves 
no useful purpose. It is easier to believe what 
the group believes (“the Church”); it is easier to 
believe that which seems to confirm what we 
already believe (“confirmation bias”). We all try, as 
Harvard professor Steven Pinkner so amusingly 
puts it,2 to come across to others as “infallible, 
omniscient, and saintly” and are loath to abandon 
long-cherished “facts” and logic. Yet, when the 
truth confronts us, we must be willing to act 
accordingly.

• Perhaps we need to be content with the fact 
that we will never have all truth. 

• Perhaps we need to be more understanding and 
patient with those with whom we disagree.

• Perhaps Ellen White was right all along when 
she said we can only scratch the surface of 
truth in this life. “Eternity alone will disclose the 
wisdom of [the Bible],” she said. “There are yet 
new views of truth to be seen, and much to be 
understood...”3

• And perhaps that’s as good as it gets in this life!

* * *
“Then you will 

know the truth, and 
the truth will set you 

free.”  John 8:32

1.  Philip K. Dick, I Hope I Shall Arrive Soon (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1985).
2.  “Why We Are Not Living in a Post‑Truth Era”, https://www.skeptic.com/reading_room/steven‑pinker‑on‑why‑we‑are‑not‑

living‑in‑a‑post‑truth‑era/. A fascinating and, at times, controversial article by Dr. Pinkner.
3. Ellen White, Fundamentals of Christian Education, 444. 5 intersections



Food Box
Ministry

B Y  M I K E  K I M

When is the last time you were really hungry?  I'm 
not talking about the usual "I haven't eaten all day" 
hungry.  I'm talking about being malnourished from 
consistently not eating properly.  I don't think I've 
ever experienced that.  Even though I was born 
in Korea in post-Korean War poverty, I was never 
malnourished. 

 As you might know, real hunger is not 
only prevalent with  hundreds of millions around 
the world, but also in our neck of the woods. 
The following is a quote from feedingamerica.
org: "According to the USDA's latest Household 
Food Insecurity in the United States report, 
more than 35 million people in the United States 
struggled with hunger in 2019. In 2018, 14.3 
million American households were food insecure 
with limited or uncertain access to enough food.  
Households with children are more likely to 
experience food insecurity. Before the coronavirus 
pandemic, more than 10 million children lived in 
food-insecure households."

I imagine the report for 2020 might be worse with 
so many more without jobs. 

Jesus' emphasis on helping the hungry is not 
outdated.  If he were with us now, I’m  sure he would 
say the same things.  This is why food ministry is 
never a small thing.  In fact, I agree with Isaiah and 
Micah that feeding the hungry and taking care 
of those in need is more important to God than 
worship, praise, or off ering.

I am happy to say Glendale City 
Church has members involved in 
weekly food ministry.  Gail Murphy 

and Robin Leonard are a couple of them.  I asked 
them to share how they got involved and what 
they do exactly. Here’s what they had to say.

Gail:
In 2003, I started working with one Trader Joe’s 
location to distribute their almost-expired 
bread and baked goods.  Not every location was 
donating products at that time.  They just threw 
the food away.  But over the next few years, 
all Trader Joe’s locations began donating their 
almost-expired food items to the community.

Today, due to the pandemic, more locations 
have been given to me to administer for local 
Adventist churches.  I currently work with six 
stores each week, and am always watching to 
add additional stores.  Ten community groups 
pick up the food from these locations, with nine 
of them being local Adventist congregations 
with food pantries or other ministries.   
Coordinating the collection of all this food takes 
a half a day per week during most of the year 
and as much as two days per week during the 
holidays.  Each week’s collection is a little bit 
diff erent.  It’s fun to see the variety of items that 6intersections



are donated, and even more exciting to hear the 
responses from families who receive that week’s 
treasures.

This ministry is very important to me.  I never 
turn down an off er to add a new store to my 
responsibility because I think it is such a great 
opportunity for Adventist congregations to help 
their members and build bridges with neighbors 
in their communities.  You never know what 
people are going through.  Sometimes the 
person who you normally sit next to in church 
may be struggling to pay tuition for their kids to 
attend an Adventist academy.  Others may have 
been laid off  because of the coronavirus.  Jesus 
said that if you help your fellow man, you are 
essentially serving God.  And I grew up with a 
mother who was always helping others.  When I 
was young, I didn’t understand why she spent so 
much time helping others, but now I know that 
her compassionate spirit has taken ahold of me.

Robin:
Gail invited me to be a part of the Trader Joe’s 
distribution on Sabbath mornings in May of 
2020 and initially I started delivering boxes 
for just four families that had been negatively 

aff ected by COVID-19.  In December, another TJ’s  
location opened up and Gail asked me to be in charge 
of that day myself.  So now, Todd, my friend Espi and I 
pick up every Sunday morning and have been able to 
serve about 25-27 families each week. A few boxes go 
to church members and the rest go to families in the 
community.

Sunday is now my favorite day of the week!  The 
families are so grateful, many with tears.  We are 
serving refugees from Pakistan; a widow with two 
teenagers who hasn’t had a steady income since 
March; and a sweet man who is raising three young 
nephews with his partner, because his sister couldn’t 
aff ord to raise them anymore.  But this same man 
has also taken seven additional families under his 
wings since the beginning of the pandemic.  He has 
become my favorite volunteer and we communicate 
with each other throughout the week.  Last week, 
our Trader Joe’s had a lot of blueberries left over, so 
everyone got a couple pints.  This man’s nephews 
joined him in making blueberry ice cream.  They 
were so excited!  That same week we also received 
one dozen cupcakes.  The couple that picks up boxes 
for the refugee family grabbed them and said, “It’s 
their daughter’s birthday this week!”  And she was so 
surprised when she received them.  That was one of 
those moments I like to call a “God thing.”  I see Him in 
this project and am so thankful to be a part of it! If you 
would like to join Gail’s team of volunteers, she can 
always use more help!  Give her a call at
(626) 689-0593.
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E V E N T S

Saturday 
Worship & Events

6
MAR

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00a: Morning Worship with
Todd Leonard

6
FEB

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00: Morning Worship with Todd Leonard

13
FEB

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00a: 115-Year Anniversary Celebration 
with Smuts van Rooyen, Rudy Torres and 
Leif Lind

13
MAR

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00a: Morning Worship with
Todd Leonard

20
MAR

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00a: Morning Worship with
Leif Lind

27
MAR

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00a: Sabbath of the Palms Worship with 
Todd Leonard
3:00p: Los Angeles Adventist Forum

20
FEB

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00a: Morning Worship with
Doug Edwards

27
FEB

8:30a: Spanish Worship
9:30a: The Living Project
10:00a: City Kids Worship
11:00a: Morning Worship with Todd Leonard
3:00p: Los Angeles Adventist Forum.
Dr. Timothy Golden, Walla Walla University
3:30 p: Armenian Congregation Dedication, 
Church Courtyard, Health Screening Check-in 
Required

Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.
Zoom.us/j/81824472418intersections
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FEB 3, 2021
Duo Recital
KEN AISO – violin
VALERIA MORGOVSKAYA – piano

FRANCIS POULENC  
Sonata for violin and piano
ASTOR PIAZZOLLA
Cafe-1930, from Histoire du Tango
CLAUDE DEBUSSY
Sonata for violin and piano

FEB 17, 2021
Solo Recital

BRENDAN WHITE – piano
Works by 
J.S. BACH
GEORGE GERSHWIN
ALEXANDER SCRIABIN

MAR 3, 2021
Duo Recital

Rodney Lister: Peaches and 
Penumbras 
Gilles Silvestrini: Etudes for 
Oboe (based on Impressionist 
paintings) 
Jonah Sirota: Cinematic Studies 
for solo viola 
Debussy: from the Preludes for 
piano, arr. for oboe and viola

MAR 17, 2021
Duo Recital

Asuncion Ojeda, Flute
Paul Sherman, Oboe
Traci Esslinger, Piano

Program:
Chinary Ung – Neak Pean for 
fl ute and english horn

Alan Hovhaness - Visionary 
Landscapes, Op.214

Madeleine Dring – Trio, for fl ute, 
oboe and piano

SCAN THIS CODE WITH 
YOUR PHONE CAMERA

Upcoming concerts will be updated at: 
http://glendalenoonconcerts.blogspot.com



On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
In Your Estate Planning or By Stock Transfer
   Contact our Executive Offi  ce Manger, Serena Miller

How to Give

C H U R C H 
D I R E C T O R Y

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

CRAFT YOUR GIVING 
PLAN WITH PLEDGE+

Glendale City Church relies on your 
consistent and generous donations 
to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget 
and your Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports 
Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding 
of our congregation’s two full-time 
pastors.  Church Budget pays for our 
other part-time pastors and ministry 
staff , youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and 
so much more.  With Pledge+, you’re 
invited to target a portion of your 
donation to the ministry you’re most 
passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale 
City Church is tax-deductible. 
Annual donation receipts are 
distributed in January.

Thank you for believing in the mission 
of Glendale City Church!

Pastoral Staff 
Todd Leonard, Senior x205
Mike Kim, Associate x206
Leif  Lind, Associate x207
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach x219

Church Staff 
Serena Miller, Executive Offi  ce Manager and Treasurer  x202
Mindi Rub, Clerk x221
Malisa Smith, A+ School Director x203
Anji Arm, City Kids x222
Clarissa Shan, Choral Director x223
Kemp Smeal, Organist x224
Dave Ferguson, Concerts x218

Phone System for Pastoral and Church Staff  
Dial 818‑244‑7241and enter the extension of the person 
you would like to reach. 

Church Offi  cers
Head Elder & Church Board Chair – John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Elder – Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
Head Deacon – Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
Assistant Organist – Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
Audio Visual – Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
A+ School Board Chair – Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)

Giving, Jan-Dec 2020

Tithe 
• rec'd: $463,154
• needed: $488,751
• diff : <$25,597>

Budget 
• rec'd: $480,540
• needed: $517,200
• diff : <$36,660>
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Worship With Us Online!
Each Saturday, a new worship video premieres on our 

YouTube channel featuring music, stories, crafts and more!

YouTube.com/c/GlendaleCityChurch

CityKids

610 E. California Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91206

818-244-7241
glendalesda@gmail.comWWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG

Glendale City Church
610 East California Avenue
Glendale, CA 91206-3701


