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today’s Live-streamed service, november 28: 
• 11:00 a.m.: Online Morning Worship Service with Pastor Todd Leonard

next saturday, december 5:
• 11:00 a.m.: Online Morning Worship Service with Todd Leonard.

For aLL Future events, due to the coronavirus, pLease check website and Facebook 
updates

Due to Southern California ConferenCe anD l.a. County guiDelineS regarDing the 
CoronaviruS CoviD-19 outbreak, all ServiCeS will only be live-StreameD, at leaSt until 
further notiCe. gateS anD DoorS will be loCkeD. PleaSe follow our webSite httPS://
glenDaleCityChurCh.org or faCebook Page aS further information beComeS available.

city church onLine weekLy scheduLe:
• Spanish-language Services, Saturdays, 8:30 a.m.: with Pastor Johnny Ramirez-Johnson on 

our YouTube Channel.  

• City Kids Worship, 10:00 a.m., www.YouTube.com/c/GlendaleCityChurch

• The Living Project Support Group, 10:00 a.m.  Contact Mike Quishenberry for login 
information: mquishenberry@gmail.com

• Saturday Morning English Worship  11:00 a.m., https://YouTube.com/c/
GlendaleCityChurch.

• Worship After-Party with Tom & George 12:15 p.m.: Immediately after the worship service 
concludes, join the chat with other church members at https://Zoom.us/j/2139156248.

• Social Jesus Heartgroup, hosted by Herb Montgomery, Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. (https://
Zoom.us/j/8182447241), where we discuss Jesus’ call to bringing justice and equality to 
all. In preparation for each meeting, check out Herb’s study guide or podcast (https://



SaturDay worShiP – 11:00 a.m. (please silence your electronic devices)
We welcome you as you worship with us online today. Please feel free to contact any of our pastoral staff if you have 
a question, want a visit, or need help:
 • https://glendalecitychurch.org
 • https://facebook.com/glendalecitychurch
 • phone 818-244-7241

Prelude                                            “My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord”                                            J. S. Bach
Kemp Smeal, organ

Lighting of the 1st Advent Candle
Today we light the first Advent candle.  This candle, known as the Candle of Prophecy and Hope, remembers especially 
the hope that was brought into the world by the prophetic words that told of the coming of Christ. The candle flame that 
burns here represents the presence of Christ in a dark world. Let us honor that fire that burns within us, the longing for 
justice and healing.

Call to Worship Video                        “We Bow Before the One”

Greetings & Prayers of the Congregation                                                                          Todd Leonard

Virtual Choral Anthem                “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                           Michael Praetorius 
Clarissa Shan, director 

Scripture                                                         Matthew 12:43-50                                                 Todd Leonard
 “When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid places seeking rest and 
does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ When it arrives, it finds the house 
unoccupied, swept clean and put in order. Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits 
more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that person is 
worse than the first. That is how it will be with this wicked generation.”

 While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, 
wanting to speak to him. Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing 
outside, wanting to speak to you.”

 He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” Pointing to his disciples, 
he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does the will of my Father in 
heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”



Sermon                                     “ContemPlation: Overwhelming Amnesty”                           Todd Leonard

Offering Appeal                                                                                                                                  Todd Leonard

Virtual Choral Anthem                  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                            Paul Wohglemuth
Clarissa Shan, director

Benediction                                                                                                                                     Todd Leonard

Postlude                                               “Toccata on Veni Emmanuel”                              Adolphus Hailstork 



Keep Up With City Church!
 • Get your copy of Intersections, our monthly magazine, mailed each month. To subscribe, email   
      Serena Miller at glendalesda@gmail.com
 • Visit our website & sign up for our weekly e-newsletter: https://GlendaleCityChurch.org 
 • Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
 • Download our “Glendale City Church” app at your App Store

610 East California Avenue, Glendale, CA 91206 • 818-244-7241 • glendalecitychurch.org
“Revealing Christ, affirming all”

announcements:
The Church Board has voted not to reopen our church until the state, county, city, and conference 
restrictions are significantly reduced from what they are currently.  Reopening date to be determined. 
Online services will continue to function as they have up till now.

Pastors and Staff on Call.  Even though the church office is closed, you can still connect with anyone on 
our team.  Call 818-244-7241 and enter their extension:

 • Serena Miller:  x 202  • Leif Lind: x 207    • Mike Kim: x 206   
 • Todd Leonard: x 205                     • Johnny Ramirez-Johnson: x 219

Socially-distanced House Call. Would you like to visit with a pastor in your backyard? Just message 818-
468-6453.

Be a part of Glendale City Church’s annual Christmas Concert! Due to Covid restrictions, this year’s 
concert will be virtual but, as usual, promises to be inspiring! Tune in December 18 at 7:30 p.m. to our 
YouTube premiere at www.youtube.com/c/glendalecitychurch. Participants include Glendale City Church 
Sanctuary Choir, Vallejo Drive Adventist Church Choir, the Donald Brinegar Singers. Glendale Adventist 
Academy Chorale and Band, the Temple City United Methodist Church Choir, and guest violinist Lyndon 
Taylor!

TLC for Artsakh Refugees:  Watch Pastor Todd’s interview with Dr. Armine Zambre about her crisis 
counseling work with Artsakh refugees. If you would like to donate so she can provide basic supplies 
for families and toys for refugee children in her care, please donate through Glendale City Church to our 
“Outreach Ministry” fund. 100% of your donation will be used to serve refugee families. 

It’s Christmas Wreath Time! Help the GAA Drama Department reach their fundraising goal of $1,500. All 
proceeds will help students attend our Drama Tour 2022 to New York City! All items are handmade and 
shipped directly from Minnesota. For every purchase a tree will be planted in the customer’s honor. Visit 
www.giftitforward.com and enter fundraising code: GLENDACA002.  This fundraiser runs until December 
2, 2020. Thank you for your continued support of the GAA Drama Department! Happy Holidays! 

Sermon Series Companion Book.  On the weeks that Todd preaches this fall, he’ll be letting Richard Rohr 
guide our conversation through his book Everything Belongs: The Gift of Contemplative Prayer, Crossroad 
Publishing, 2003.  You are encouraged to go deeper by reading along.

Social Justice Book Club. We always enjoys seeing one another and discussing books. This month 
we reviewed the first few chapters of Stand your Ground: Black Bodies and the Justice of God by Kelly 
Douglas.  If you don’t have time to read it, check out this interview with the author: https://davidkrueger.
org/2017/07/08/interview-wkelly-brown-douglas-stand-your-ground. We hope you can join us when we 
finish at our next 2 p.m. December 20 Zoom meeting (ID: 848 2254 8280, passcode: 193844). If you have 
questions, contact Didi Mumford at dmumford1@aol.com

Noon Concerts. During the Covid-19 “Safer at Home” period in Los Angeles County, Glendale Noon 
Concerts will continue to bring their programs to you via streaming on Facebook and YouTube. Tune in 
December 2 beginning at 12:10 pm PDT, for a Duo Recital with Violinist Nancy Roth and Pianist Lorenzo 
Sanchez. The program can also be viewed later on the Glendale City Church YouTube Channel. 


