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Even Now
Nothing’s changed. While our campus is closed and our 
ministry takes place online, the mission of Glendale City 
Church is still the same: to reveal the love of Christ in all its 
tenderness and grandeur to the community in which we 
live. We desire to embrace the wonder of humanity in its 
complexity, diversity, and beauty — and to do so without 
precondition. In short, we yearn to reveal the splendor of 
Christ and to affi  rm the worth of all people.

Glendale City Church welcomes 
people of all backgrounds into 
our church community. We 
do not discriminate based on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
culture, wealth, education, or 
religious background. If you are 
learning to love God and others, 
you belong here. God excludes 
no one. Neither do we.

Intersections is a monthly 
publication of the Glendale 
City Church of Seventh-day 

Adventists

Finding God at the 
Intersection of Our Lives

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

adventistpeace.org

Revealing Christ, 
Affi rming All

Glendale City is a Christian church affi  liated with the Seventh-day 
Adventist denomination. Our congregation was one of the fi rst 
Adventist churches established in this part of Southern California.  While 
we continue to partner with this denomination, we are in a posture of 
protest against the unjust actions taken by our General Conference 
that attempt to undermine the contextualized work of the Adventist 
churches and centers of education in the Western United States.  We 
are in solidarity with the actions of our Pacifi c Union Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both women and men as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current 

science to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities
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NEWSLETTER

Glendale City Church continues to keep 
our campus closed to all ministry activities 
due to Los Angeles County and Adventist 
denominational guidelines.  We are waiting 
for the mandates to lessen to a place where 
we can be on campus together safely again.

Until then, we continue church ministry 
online.  In the following pages, you will find 
information on our weekly worships, study 
and discussion groups, City Kids’ worship, 
Wednesday Noon concerts and more.  Our 
pastoral staff is available by phone and email 
when we can be of service.  Our executive 
office manager, Serena Miller, is available 
for your administrative and accounting 
questions.  We are committed to continue to 
serve you as best we can for as long as the 
pandemic continues.
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Glendale City Church:

Intentional 
About Including 
Everyone!
About Including 

Glendale City Church (GCC) was for many years the most prestigious pulpit in the Los Angeles area: a 
congregation known for sophistication, money, great music, and extraordinary ministries. In more recent 
years it has evolved into a controversial pioneer for a more accepting understanding of the Adventist faith, 
one spelled out in statements of mission, inclusion, and affi  liation. I talked to two of GCC’s pastors. Todd 
Leonard has been the senior pastor for seven years. Leif Lind has served as an associate pastor for 16 years.

Thank you to Adventist Today for granting permission to reprint this article from pages 22-25 of their Spring 2020 
edition.  Loren Seibold also happens to be one of our beloved distance members.

by Loren Seibold
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AT: Glendale City Church is known for its unique 
personality among Adventist congregations. Can you 
sketch out a bit of the history behind that?

Leif: Although GCC had long been a strong congregation, 
it was the ministry of Arthur L. Bietz in the 1960s that moved 
it in the direction of the openness it has today. Bietz was, 
among other things, a psychologist, and a captivating speaker 
who addressed standing-room-only congregations and radio 
listeners every Sabbath morning. He also believed in the 
gospel, and in the church making a difference in the world.

 
A turning point in the congregation’s relationship with LGBT+ 
people happened in the early 80s when a young man, Carlos 
Martinez, began attending a weekly Bible study group of 
mostly elderly women at church. One evening he mustered the 
courage to “come out” to the participants, suspecting that he 
could be rejected. Instead they gathered around him in a group 
hug. It soon became obvious that Carlos was HIV positive, and 
he was hospitalized. This was the height of the AIDS crisis, 
when gay men were dying in large numbers, often alone. GCC 
members regularly visited and prayed with Carlos and others 
on his ward which was, at the time, astonishing to the nursing 
staff. One head nurse later visited GCC to see what kind of 
congregation this was that had embraced its most vulnerable.

Under Pastors Rudy Torres (1980-1990) and Mitch Henson 
(1984-2007) the congregation made its stance clear by 
incorporating LGBT+ people into the congregation, and 
women into church leadership. “City Church Opens Way for 
Women to Be Elders and Deacons” read the headline from 
the church’s 1984 newsletter, when Bible worker Mary Walsh 
became the first ordained woman elder, and Linda Gage its first 
female associate pastor.

Carlos eventually succumbed to AIDS, but not before 
bequeathing his assets to the congregation. Others pitched in 
with larger donations, thus establishing what would eventually 
become a substantial endowment fund.
 
AT: What I admire the most about the GCC is its intention of 
being a wholly inclusive congregation. What does it mean 
in the church’s ministry? 

Leif: We had already been an LGBT+ affirming church 
for many years when in 2009, during the pastorate of Smuts 
van Rooyen, the congregation revisited its mission and vision 
statements. We intentionally reworded these with a view to 
inclusivity. The motto “Revealing Christ, Affirming All'' has 
appeared in all bulletins and newsletters since then. The word 
“affirming” is understood within the LGBT+ community to 
indicate a place where gay and lesbian people are accepted. 
These are not just empty words to us: they guide our ministries. 
We ask gay and lesbian members be fully a part of our 
everything we do here.

Todd: We added our Statement of Inclusion in 2015 
to make sure it was clear what we meant about “affirming 
all.” Some evangelical congregations were using deceptive 
affirmation language to attract LGBT+ people, but when they 

attended they found they weren’t eligible to be baptized, teach 
Sunday School classes or be part of the choir or worship team. 

This bait-and-switch is an especially cruel form of exclusion. 
Because gay and lesbian Adventists know that they’re not 
welcome in many Adventist congregations, we wanted to be 
explicit that a person of any orientation or gender identity 
could fully participate—no limits—in the life and ministry of 
the Glendale City Church. 

AT: To accept gay people into full fellowship must have 
been considered radical and rebellious by many in the 
denomination.

Leif: Far too many Adventists still feel that gays and 
lesbians cannot be genuinely spiritual people. Comments in 
official church publications and websites show continuing 
antipathy towards the LGBT+ community. Most congregations 
prefer a “don’t ask, don’t tell” interaction with their non-
normative members, meaning those who don’t fit into 
the church’s normative view still feel a sense of moral 
condemnation. The best LGBT+ people can hope for is “love 
the sinner, hate the sin” treatment—unkind and ultimately 
unhelpful.

 
It’s good to see some larger congregations and some 
institutions in recent years showing willingness to accept 
LGBT+ people. In 2015 the Seventh-day Adventist Theological 
Seminary voted a statement that said that “All persons, 
including practicing homosexuals, should be made to feel 
welcome to attend our churches, while non-practicing gay 
persons should be welcomed into membership and church 
office. All should receive spiritual care from the church (Gal 
6:1).” An Understanding of the Biblical View on Homosexual 
Practice and Pastoral Care, p. 16. Shortly thereafter a similar 
statement was voted by the North American Division. 

We welcome these efforts, yet for many gay Adventists it may 
have been too little, too late. At GCC, we accept LGBT+ people 
fully, and have for decades.

AT: GCC’s statement of affiliation is probably unique in 
Seventh-day Adventism. While affirming your Adventist 
roots, you also say that you are “in a posture of protest 
against the unjust actions taken by our General Conference 
that attempt to undermine the contextualized work” of 
local congregations. 

Todd: When the General Conference voted at the 2018 
Annual Council to set up compliance committees, we felt we 
had to communicate our continued commitment to be part 
of the denomination, but that our commitment would be 
shown through protest rather than silent acquiescence. Our 
members needed assurance that we still value our Adventist 
faith tradition, but that at GCC it was evolving into a better 
expression of our faith, one that practiced a fully-integrated 
approach to individual and community well-being. We also 
needed to assure the members of our 
congregation who had found a safe and 
welcoming community here that we were 
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still on their side. We added appreciation for our own Pacifi c Union leaders who have been defending people marginalized by General 
Conference decisions, especially women pastors. 

AT: Where most Adventist mission statements talk about sharing the 
gospel or the Three Angels’ Messages, GCC’s talks about “embracing the 
wonder of humanity in its complexity, diversity, and beauty—and to do so 
without precondition.” How do you pursue that goal? 

Todd: We host an astonishing number of ministries. To start with, our 
campus is wide open to our community as we seek to become a “village square” 
for our neighbors.

  
We have long been known for our strong music program. Our annual Christmas 
concert draws people from all the surrounding churches and packs our 
sanctuary. We have twice-monthly free noonday concerts at the church, as well 
as monthly concerts sponsored by freewill off erings. 

We are part of the Glendale Sunday Lunch Program, an ecumenical rotation of 
local congregations that host meals for up to 70 of our low-income neighbors. 

We run A+ Adventist Children’s Center that has more than 25 children from 
non-Adventist families attending. We also launched two nonprofi ts: the 
Glendale Communitas Initiative, an interfaith organization helping prevent 
individuals and families from becoming homeless through compassionate 
case management and fi nancial coaching, and the Caesura Youth Orchestra, 
providing after-school instrumental and orchestral education for low-income 
children at two public elementary schools. 

We received the 2017 Church of Compassion award from the North American 
Division for our community work, and are nominated again for the 2020 award. 
We actively participate in ecumenical work, including an annual city-wide 
prayer breakfast, through the Glendale Religious Leaders Association. This 
included hosting an interfaith sermon series in 2018 that brought Muslim, 
Jewish, Orthodox and Adventist speakers to talk about the common and 
unique aspects of our eschatalogical understandings of the kingdom of God. 

Finally, because of our reputation as a uniquely inclusive church, we have 
become a sanctuary of refuge to over 100 members whose membership 
in local congregations all over the world was threatened because of their 
orientation, identity or support of LGBT+ people. We’ve had an online webcast 
of our worship service for many years to serve those who are members but 
don’t live nearby. 

AT: What has been the result of GCC’s unconventional approach to Seventh-day 
Adventism? 

Todd: We have an emotionally-healthy and spiritually-vibrant congregation 
that continues to welcome new people. But as an historically white 
congregation in the heart of the second largest metropolitan region on the 
continent, we cannot escape being near the leading edge of the great dying of 
North American Adventism.
We wish our fully-inclusive mission would lead to more growth. For previous 
generations of LGBT+ Adventists, fi nding a way to remain Adventist was so 
important because of the belief that salvation could only be found through our denomination. More of us Seventh-day Adventists 
have met a more generous God and grown beyond that way of thinking. But that also means that LGBT+ people who were raised in 
the Adventist faith are not as likely to remain in the church as adults, especially if they have once been rejected. They will simply join a 
congregation in an affi  rming denomination and fi nd a spiritual community there.

Yet the important thing is that GCC is doing what is right, what Jesus wants us to do: to be a church community for 
whomever in our faith tradition seeks one, no matter who they love.
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Dear Friends of Music Patrons and Church Members,

I know one concert that we all look forward to each year is 
the Christmas concert.  We will be having a virtual concert 
this year on December 18 thanks to lots of extra work led 
by our multi-talented director, Clarissa Shan.  The following 
groups will be participating: the GCC Sanctuary Choir, 
the Vallejo Drive Sanctuary Choir, the Donald Brinegar 
Singers, the Holy Family Church Choir, the Temple City 
United Methodist Church Choir, and the Glendale Academy 
Chorale and Band.  Each of the groups will provide one or 
two musical pieces and the combined choir of over 100 
voices will participate in two pieces.  There is the possibility 
of one or two other special additions.  This will be a very 
special concert!  

Of course, you know this will require funds to make this 
all possible.  As a congregation, we want to support the 
wonderful musicians who inspire and soothe us with 
their enormous talent and skill.  This year’s unique, virtual 
concert will require many hours of coordination, recording, 
editing and broadcasting.   Singers, directors and musicians 
will combine their skills with our great AV team, who will 
help make it all happen on line.  And because it will be 
available online, it can be enjoyed throughout the holidays, 
and by audiences everywhere, for years to come.

Our total expense for the concert will be $4800.  This is 
less than usual for a Christmas concert, but it is unlikely 
that we will receive as many contributions as we would at 
a concert on campus.  I hope you will join me in making a 
contribution to Friends of Music to make this concert as 
fi nancially successful as we know the performance will be.

Ways to Donate

•  By credit card online: www.glendalecitychurch.
org/ donate.  Please select the “Friends of Music” 
fund.

•  By check through mail: Glendale City Church, 
610 E.  California Ave., Glendale, CA 91206.  Make 
checks payable to “Glendale  City Church” and 
write “Friends of Music” on the memo line.

This has obviously been a challenging year for our concerts 
at Glendale City Church.  While we have been fortunate 
to be able to continue the Noon Concerts, (they had a 
separate grant that provided funds) we have not been 
able to have regular Second Saturday concerts and the 
income they provide. Thank you for considering a generous 
donation to celebrate the Christmas Season with our fi rst-
ever virtual concert! 

Many Thanks,
Dave Ferguson, Chair
Concert Committee

8:30a: Spanish Language Worship with Johnny & Clara
9:30: City Kids Worship
9:30: The Living Project Support Group
11:00: Morning Worship and Day of Remembrance with 
Mike Kim.  To have your loved one’s name read during this 
service, please submit to church offi  ce by October 28
12:15p: Worship After-Party with Tom & George

8:30a: Spanish Language Worship with Johnny & Clara
9:30: City Kids Worship
9:30: The Living Project Support Group
11:00: Morning Worship with Todd Leonard
12:15p: Worship After-Party with Tom & George

8:30a: Spanish Language Worship with Johnny & Clara
9:30: City Kids Worship
9:30: The Living Project Support Group
11:00: Morning Worship with Todd Leonard
12:15p: Worship After-Party with Tom & George

8:30a: Spanish Language Worship with Johnny & Clara
9:30: City Kids Worship
9:30: The Living Project Support Group
11:00: Thanksgiving Worship with Mike Kim
12:15p: Worship After-Party with Tom & George

8:30a: Spanish Language Worship with Johnny & Clara
9:30: City Kids Worship
9:30: The Living Project Support Group
11:00: Advent Worship with Todd Leonard
12:15p: Worship After-Party with Tom & George

8:30a: Spanish Language Worship with Johnny & Clara
9:30: City Kids Worship
9:30: The Living Project Support Group
11:00: Advent Worship with Todd Leonard
12:15p: Worship After-Party 
with Tom & George

OCT
31

NOV
7

NOV
14

NOV
21

NOV
28

DEC
5

Virtual Choral Christmas Concert

Saturday Worships 
& Gatherings

S E R I E S  C O N C E R T S
SaturdaySecond
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AN
UNPRECEDENTED 
YEAR Learning What Church is Really About While 

Innovating Our Ministries to Face a Pandemic

by Todd Leonard

THE ONE IDENTIFYING MARK OF GLENDALE CITY CHURCH
If someone asked you what makes this church Glendale City Church, you might answer one of the following 
ways:

• “The choir, organ and exceptional classical music concerts sets City Church apart in Glendale and in the 
Adventist denomination.”

• “Our church is the congregation of the ‘pink pew.’  We’re one of the only Adventist congregations in the 
world who cherish our LGBTQ loved ones as equals in the body of Christ.” 

• “Glendale City Church helps people heal from the scars of dysfunctional religion so they can personally 
know the love of God and experience the joy of sharing that divine love with others.”

• “You know you’re going to get a sermon, a bible study, a seminar, a Forum presentation or a even a 
potluck conversation that challenges you think about God, humanity and the world diff erently.  This 
church grows you.” 

These and many other answers are all true.  Our robust history of developing two top-tier Christian schools, 
hosting congregations worshiping in three languages, launching non-profi t organizations to serve our low-income 
neighbors, and even our recent infl uence in bringing the City of Glendale to a reckoning on racial justice—all of 
these ministries and programs are things for which to thank God and be proud.  

But in 2020, I realized very clearly that there is one thing that makes Glendale City Church what it is:  US.  There 
is nothing that better describes what this 114-year-old congregation is all about than its people.  How do I know 
that?  Because we’ve been able to replicate almost everything online that our church did in the past.  We have 
the same worship service.  For those who want them, we have some of the same personal growth marketplace 
groups.  We continue to have our Wednesday concerts.  Because of creative and technologically-gifted people 
that I’m going to talk more about below, we’ve been able to bring these aspects and much more to you via 
computer, television, and smartphone. 

And while you have told me how much these online gatherings and other ministries have helped to sustain you 
through the pandemic, we all know the truth: you can’t spell church without “together.”  This scripture’s counsel 
applies today more than ever:

Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.   

-- Hebrews 10.24-25, NRSV

Kris Wahagheghe, Jonathan Nunez, and Paul Brando Chilopolous.

8intersections



And it’s not just anyone being together.  It’s you.  It’s me.  It’s this faith 
community made up of one-of-a-kind people, who, when joined together in the 
spirit of Jesus, create this uniquely beautiful congregation.  

I long for the day I get to see each of you again.  I need you.  We need each 
other.  And we need US.  We are not complete without each other.  I hope that 
when the day comes that we’re able to meet together again on a weekly basis 
that you will join me in making sure we keep that truth clear.  Let’s revel in the 
beauty of spiritual communion.  Let’s do more lunches together.  Let’s get the 
teens together and go to the beach.  Let’s build ministry teams to host homeless 
families with Family Promise.  Let’s even try new things like creating safe spaces 
for families with special-needs kids.  But in everything we do, let’s keep fi rst 
things fi rst: it’s all about the ever-growing and -evolving “US” and our neighbors 
who need an “US” to which to belong.  

THE YEAR OF THE INNOVATOR
It was out of the joy of being part of the “US” at Glendale City Church that led 
many in our church family to say, “This is my time to step up in a new way.  My 
friends deserve everything I can do for them right now.”

Most of the church ministry that has been done since March has been done by 
people you haven’t seen.  Just off -camera is an entire team of people who are 
loving you by taking new ideas and strategies pulsing across  their neurons and 
bringing them to life; by their fi ngers coding on keyboards; their hands carefully 
maneuvering camera tripods; their ears measuring sound levels; eyes monitoring 
countless instruments, and hearts beating with the energy of God, doing all they 
can to minister to you.  

Each week our AV crew is doing just a little bit more to make Saturday morning 
worship that much better.  Our three core leaders – Kristoff er Wahagheghe, 
Jonathan Nunez and Paul Brando Chilopoulos – make the technology go.  Their 
consistency and professionalism has minimized problems and accelerated the 
learning curve on how to run a full-fl edged broadcast of worship.  

Supporting them and leading the charge in livestream and website innovation 
are Warren Dale, Joe Martinson, Mark Azali and Javier Gutierrez.  Joe was pushing 
this church to move to a higher-quality online worship service years before.  And 
Warren has been calling for the same improvement as a way to engage more 
teens and young adults in meaningful ministry.  Together, these two gentlemen 
donated money and a lot of time to take things up three notches.  At the same 
time, Mark Azali has made sure that once the livestream is over, everything is 
posted correctly on our YouTube channel.  And he’s always on standby to handle 
the more prickly technical hiccups that we have occasionally.  On our website, 
Javier Gutierrez has done a number of key changes over the past eight months 
so that when people land on our homepage, they can easily connect to our 
YouTube and Zoom gatherings.

Thanks to this team, we’ve moved from a one- to three-camera production.  
We’ve been able to integrate videos and recorded music seamlessly into a live 
production.  You’ve discovered that our choral director, Clarissa Shan, is an AV 
geek, too.  Having our choir join us for worship twice a month became possible 
because of her skill and that of the entire team. Coming soon, 
you’ll be able to see more members during worship as we 
incorporate them through Zoom into our greeting time.  

Kris Wahagheghe, Jonathan Nunez, and Paul Brando Chilopolous.

Warren Dale
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And have you joined City Kids for worship yet?  It is PHENOMENAL.  Miss Anji, Pastor Mike, Miss Alisyn, Miss Ruwi, Miss 
Gilly and Mr. King do bible stories, crafts, games and music each week like they’ve been doing it their entire lives.  And 
Dylan Snyder and Stephen Arm edit and incorporate graphics to enhance our children’s leaders’ talents.  

All of this work has led to many of our members staying connected to Glendale City Church and attracting a number of 
new people who now choose to make our online church their spiritual home.  Each week, our English worship service is 
viewed by 200 or more people.  Hundreds tune in to YouTube and Facebook for our Wednesday Noon concerts.  50-70 
individuals join Drs. Johnny and Clara for weekly Spanish Worship.  20-30 families attend City Kids Worship each week.  
Five discussion groups of 6-8 people meet together weekly or monthly for spiritual growth and support. 10-20 people 
fellowship together each week at our Worship After-Party hosted by Tom and George.   

OVERFLOWING VIRTUAL OFFERING PLATES
What if I had the gift of predictive prophecy and told you last year that a global pandemic would shut down our church 
campus for over a year, and then asked you to answer this multiple-choice question:  

What will happen to church donations during the pandemic?
 • Giving will drop signifi cantly
 • Giving will stay pretty much the same
 • Giving will increase signifi cantly

I don’t think more than 10% would have been optimistic enough to say donations would stay roughly the same and I’m 
quite sure the other 90% would say that off erings would go down.  That’s the common-sense answer.  That’s wisdom 
borne from experience.  That’s the only logical conclusion to draw.

Well guess what? 

You got the answer wrong.  I was wrong.  Our fi nance committee and church board were wrong.  Giving went up.  A lot.  
Your giving to Tithe increased by $ 31,000, an 8% increase.  Your donations to City Church Budget exceeded last year’s 
giving by…wait for it…$ 67,000, a 27% increase.  If you’ve been going to church as long as I have, you’ve heard the 
scripture quoted again and again: 

 Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  –Matthew 6.21, NRSV

If anyone was wondering about where the hearts of City Church’s members are, you just got your answer.  Thank you for 
expressing your love for the people and your faith in the mission of Glendale City Church through your generosity this 
year.  

WHAT SHALL WE SAY THEN?
None of us would have chosen to do all our church ministry online.  It’s so much better when we’re together.  But when 
the chaos of COVID-19 was unleashed, the people mentioned above along with many others chose to face this storm 
head-on and minister the grace and love of Christ to their church family and a growing number of new family members.  
So even in this diffi  cult time, our church shines.  It continues to carry out its mission.  It continues to love.  And it 
continues to grow.  Because of “US.”  

So here’s to a new year of facing an unknown future, but at the same time living in the knowns that God’s 
loving presence will never leave us nor forsake us, and that the “US” of Glendale City Church is as powerful 
as ever.  Bring on 2021!

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?  Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? No, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. --Romans 8.31, 35, 37-3910intersections



YOUR FAITH 
IN ACTION
Responsible but Hopeful Budgeting for an 
Uncertain Fiscal Year

Nobody could have predicted how our previous fi scal 
year would go. The pandemic changed everything.  
But the Spirit of God worked through your generosity 
and our administrative leadership’s wisdom to make it 
through.  For fi scal 2020-21, we have budgeted with the 
assumption that our campus will remain closed until 
sometime in the spring.  Knowing what you gave last 
year, what church ministries spent, and what we will 
most likely lose in revenue from facility rentals, below is 
the budget that we will do our best to operate in during 
the October 1, 2020 through September 30, 2021 year.

TOTAL OF BUDGETED EXPENSES      $ 39,720 $ 476,640

MINISTRY AND OUTREACH       $ 21,816 $ 213,610

 • Ministry Staff        $   2,700 $   32,400
 • Glendale Adventist Academy Support   $   2,700 $   32,400
 • City Kids and Family Ministry     $      250 $     3,000
 • Outreach Ministry / Marketing    $      250 $     3,000
 • Assistance to Students Attending Adventist Academies $      200 $     2,400
 • Prayers ‘n Squares Prayer Quilt Ministry   $      200 $     2,400
 • General Discretionary / Special Projects   $      125 $     1,500
 • Personal Growth Marketplace Resources1   $      100 $     1,200
 • Open Door Youth and Young Adult Ministry   $      100 $     1,200
 • Seniors Academy      $      100 $     1,200
 • Emergency Member Support2    $        40 $        480

MUSIC          $ 5,710  $ 68,520

 • Staff  Musicians      $  4,225 $ 50,700
 • Friends of Music / Second Saturday Concerts3  $     675 $   8,100
 • Wednesday Noon Concerts3     $     510 $   6,120
 • Instrument Repair and Maintenance    $     250 $   3,000
 • Sheet Music       $       50 $      600

Monthly Annually
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LANGUAGE MINISTRIES       $      500  $     6,000

 • Armenian Language Congregation4     $      500  $     6,000
 • Romanian Language Congregation5    $           0  $             0
 • Spanish Language Morning Worship6   $           0  $             0

GENERAL EXPENSES        $  6,984  $   83,810

 • Property and Liability Insurance    $  2,500  $   30,000
 • Copier Lease and Printing Expense    $  1,500  $   18,000
 • Telephone and Internet7     $  1,065  $   12,780
 • Computer and Media Technology    $     600  $     7,200
 • Pastoral Ministry Expenses     $     500  $     6,000
 • Postage       $     275  $     3,300
 • Office Supplies      $     150  $     1,800
 • Potlucks, Courtyard Breakfasts and Kitchen Supplies $     104  $     1,250
 • Flowers for Hospital Stays and Funerals   $     100  $     1,200
 • Audio-Visual Supplies     $     100  $     1,200
 • Fees and Services      $       90  $     1,080

CAMPUS MAINTENANCE AND UTILITIES     $   8,725  $ 104,700

 • Utilities: Gas, Electricity, Water and Garbage   $   4,565  $   54,780
 • Contracted Custodial Services    $   2,000  $   24,000
 • Contracted Maintenance and Repair Expenses  $      875  $   10,500
 • Custodial Supplies      $      700  $     8,400
 • Maintenance Supplies     $      200  $     2,400
 • Contracted Gardening Services    $      180  $     2,160
 • Property Taxes      $      105  $     1,260
 • Church Improvements     $      100  $     1,200

1. Personal Growth Marketplace Resources. Offerings collected from our adult marketplace groups typically cover any 
materials that the groups purchase for their studies and discussions.

2. Emergency Member Support. In addition to the small amount budgeted to Emergency Member Support, we collect 
special offerings at the four worship services at which we have Communion together.

3. Friends of Music/Second Saturday Concerts/Wednesday Noon Concerts. Our Second Saturday and Wednesday Noon 
Concerts are funded by a combination of grants and donors, covering almost all of their expenses.    

4. Armenian Language Group. The Armenian language congregation is pursuing its own identity in the community 
in order to more effectively reveal God’s love to those who need to hear it in their own language.  This transition will 
probably happen around December 2020 or January 2021.  

5. Romanian Langauge Group. The Romanian language congregation has been a part of our congregation for over 30 
years.  As the population of Romanians has declined in the Glendale area, so has ours.  The congregation has not met in 
person or online since March and has run out of funding.  Pray for Pastor Dorin Lataeanu and this small group as they 
discern whether to relaunch the Romanian language congregation here, or follow God in another direction. 

6. Spanish Language Worship. The Spanish language morning worship was begun on YouTube this Spring as a labor of 
love by Dr. Clara Jorge-Ramirez and Dr. Johnny Ramirez-Johnson.  We are in a time of discernment on what the future of 
this ministry will be once our campus reopens. 

7. Telephone and Internet. When we installed fiber optic cables on our campus, our construction and installation 
expenses were spread out over five years, paid back monthly.  We are in the third year of paying these off.  In 2024, we 
will see a significant reduction in our telephone and internet services.

Monthly Annually
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TITHE:
YOUR COMMITMENT TO ADVENTIST 
PASTORAL MINISTRY
In the 2018-19 fiscal year, together our congregation donated $ 410,000 to Tithe.  In the 2019-20 year that 
just completed, your giving to Tithe increased by 7.5%, resulting in $ 440,750 being given to support the 
salaries of Seventh-day Adventist pastors in the Southern California Conference.  Glendale City Church 
belongs to a family of 150 churches and 25 schools throughout greater Los Angeles.  Because of your 
generosity, especially in this pandemic year where giving from most other congregations was down, 
Glendale City Church continues to receive two full-time pastors to serve here. 

Pastors Todd Leonard and Mike Kim are each paid approximately $ 71,500 in wages + standard benefits 
(medical, retirement, business mileage, etc.) for full-time ministry.  In addition to covering your pastors’ 
salaries, your tithe helps fund the salaries of conference administration and of pastors in Adventist 
churches that can’t give as much Tithe to our conference as we can.  Being part of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church means being part of a team.  Thank you for continuing to support the mission and 
ministry team of the Southern California Conference as we move into the new fiscal year.  We always aim to 
increase our congregational giving to Tithe by 5%.  Please prayerfully consider if you can help us meet our 
goal of $ 463,000 in Tithe donations by September 2021.

ENDOWMENT:
A LEGACY OF LOVE
Because of one-time gifts and recurring contributions by many members over the past thirty years, 
Glendale City Church has an Endowment Fund that produces enough investment interest each year to 
provide an average of $ 140,000 in additional funding that is used in two primary areas: church campus 
renovations and new ministry projects.  We also have used a small portion the past few years to assist with 
1-2 staff persons who help lead our ministries.  

Once the pandemic hit, we decided to hold onto the unused portion of the funds to serve as an 
emergency reserve.  Again, thanks to your generosity, we didn’t need to use anywhere near the full 
amount we set aside.  But because this new fiscal year brings more unknowns, we are designating 
approximately $ 120,000 of this year’s Endowment disbursement as an emergency reserve.  

Over the two years prior to the pandemic, large portions of our endowment disbursements along with a 
tremendous estate gift from our beloved Kathryn Magarian, empowered us to accomplish the following 
renovations and upgrades on our campus:

Sanctuary
 • New Carpet Installed and Hardwood Restored
 • Interior Walls Painted and Furniture Refinished
 • Pew Upholstery Repaired and Cleaned
 • New Projector and Monitor Purchased (installation to be completed this year)
 • New Hymnals in Use

Chapel
 • Carpet Replaced with Hardwood Flooring
 • Pews Replaced with High-End Padded Chairs 13 intersections



 • New Projector and Monitor Purchased and Installed
 • Interior Walls Painted
 • New Double-Pane Plate Glass Windows Installed on North Side

Interior Renovations, Security and Technology Upgrades
 • Church Offi  ce Cabinetry and Hardwood Floors Installed
 • Fellowship Hall-Adjacent Family & Wheelchair-Accessible Restroom
 • Windows to Meet School Disaster Code for A+ Adventist
                   Children’s Center Classrooms
 • Two New Defi brillators Purchased
 • New Energy-Saving Thermostats in Sanctuary and Chapel
 • New Fire Alarm and Sprinkler Panel Installed
 • New Fiberoptic Internet and Telephone Network Installed

Exterior Campus
 • Both Buildings Completely Repainted
 • Courtyard Repaired and Repainted
 • Iron Fences and Gates Repaired and Expanded
 • Exterior Wooden Doors, Sanded, Refi nished and Resealed

When we’re able to be together on campus again, take a moment to stand in front of 
the Endowment Wall of Honor in the courtyard and fi nd the people on there that you 
know, go fi nd them and thank them.  And, along with those who have gone to their 
eternal rest, take a moment to thank God for their love for this congregation.

A SCHOOL YEAR OF PRAYER 
AND SUPPORT FOR A+
This year marks the 40th anniversary of A+ Adventist Children’s Center.  Generations 
have been educated on their ABC’s, 123’s and the love of God at this exceptional 
preschool.  Thanks to the vision of Pastors Rudy Torres and Casey Barr in 1980, 
the leadership of school directors like Anoosh Keshishzade and Malisa Smith, and 
dedicated board chairs like Colette Witt, Beverly Tarr and Glen Christensen, A+ has 
served thousands of local Adventist families and hundreds of families from all and no 
faith traditions.  It has been a phenomenal ministry to the city of Glendale.  

With the demographics of our city and church changing along with much more 
competition by other local preschools, A+ had been in the process of retooling to 
meet the needs of 2020 families when the pandemic hit.  Due to state requirements 
on class size during the pandemic and job layoff s of parents, our enrollment is down 
to 15 students.  Because it still has to employ the same number of staff  to meet county 
educational requirements, our beloved school faces daunting fi nancial challenges.    

After eliminating $ 600 in phone and internet expenses for the school in 2018, our 
church has told the school to reduce reimbursement to the church of its utility 
expenses by $ 1500 per month.  By itself, this $ 2100 a month in assistance will not get 
the school budget out of the hole.  This is the time for each of us to think of families 

whose children would benefi t by attending our Christian preschool.  
It’s a time to consider a special donation above and beyond our 
normal giving to our church budget.  Thank you for your prayerful 
refl ection and action to support the community ministry of A+ 
Adventist Children’s Center.14intersections



On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
In Your Estate Planning or By Stock Transfer
   Contact our Executive Offi  ce Manger, Serena Miller

How to Give

C H U R C H 
D I R E C T O R Y

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

CRAFT YOUR GIVING 
PLAN WITH PLEDGE+

Glendale City Church relies on your 
consistent and generous donations 
to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget 
and your Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports 
Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding 
of our congregation’s two full-time 
pastors.  Church Budget pays for our 
other part-time pastors and ministry 
staff , youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and 
so much more.  With Pledge+, you’re 
invited to target a portion of your 
donation to the ministry you’re most 
passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale 
City Church is tax-deductible. 
Annual donation receipts are 
distributed in January.

Thank you for believing in the mission 
of Glendale City Church!

Pastoral Staff 
Todd Leonard, Senior x205
Mike Kim, Associate x206
Leif  Lind, Associate x207
Vigen Khachatryan, Armenian x215
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach x219

Church Staff 
Serena Miller, Executive Offi  ce Manager and Treasurer  x202
Mindi Rub, Clerk x221
Malisa Smith, A+ School Director x203
Anji Arm, City Kids x222
Clarissa Shan, Choral Director x223
Kemp Smeal, Organist x224
Dave Ferguson, Concerts x218

Phone System for Pastoral and Church Staff  
Dial 818-244-7241and enter the extension of the person 
you would like to reach. 

Church Offi  cers
Head Elder & Church Board Chair – John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Elder – Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
Head Deacon – Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
Assistant Organist – Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
Audio Visual – Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
A+ School Board Chair – Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)

Giving, Jan-Sept 2020

Tithe
• Received: $271,755
• Goal: 269,165
• Diff erence: $2,590

City Church Budget 
• Received: 313,235
• Needed: 387,900
• Diff erence: -74,665
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610 E. California Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91206

818-244-7241
glendalesda@gmail.com

WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG

Glendale City Church
610 East California Avenue
Glendale, CA 91206-3701

GLENDALE NOON CONCERTS
12:10 p.m. - Online Only
Relax During Your Lunch Hour With Live Music

RACHEL BERRY -horn
KATHRYN NEVIN – clarinet
PETER NEVIN - clarinet

CALICO
WINDS

NOV
4

FREDERIC MICHOT
ADRIANA ZOPPO

ALL DAY 
NIGHT

NOV
18


