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Even Now
Nothing’s changed. While our campus is closed and our 
ministry takes place online, the mission of Glendale City 
Church is still the same: to reveal the love of Christ in all its 
tenderness and grandeur to the community in which we 
live. We desire to embrace the wonder of humanity in its 
complexity, diversity, and beauty — and to do so without 
precondition. In short, we yearn to reveal the splendor of 
Christ and to affi  rm the worth of all people.

Glendale City Church welcomes 
people of all backgrounds into 
our church community. We 
do not discriminate based on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
culture, wealth, education, or 
religious background. If you are 
learning to love God and others, 
you belong here. God excludes 
no one. Neither do we.

Intersections is a monthly 
publication of the Glendale 
City Church of Seventh-day 

Adventists

Finding God at the 
Intersection of Our Lives

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

adventistpeace.org

Revealing Christ, 
Affi rming All

Glendale City is a Christian church affi  liated with the Seventh-day 
Adventist denomination. Our congregation was one of the fi rst 
Adventist churches established in this part of Southern California.  While 
we continue to partner with this denomination, we are in a posture of 
protest against the unjust actions taken by our General Conference 
that attempt to undermine the contextualized work of the Adventist 
churches and centers of education in the Western United States.  We 
are in solidarity with the actions of our Pacifi c Union Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both women and men as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current 

science to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities
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NEWSLETTER

CAMPUS 
REOPENING 

PROCESS

Both Glendale City Church and A+ Adventist Children’s 
Center are following guidance from state, county, city 
and denominational officials on when and how to 
reopen our campus during this time of pandemic.  Here 
is what we know as of the date of publication:

A+ Adventist Children’s Center will resume preschool 
operation on Monday, June 1 with a maximum 
enrollment of 26 children.  Contact Director Malisa 
Smith at (818) 241-9353 to add your name to a waiting 
list as additional openings are available.

Glendale City Church is currently determining the 
feasibility of restarting church services.  While we are 
allowed to meet for limited activities and at a limited 
capacity, the procedures required to allow people on 
campus require significant infrastructure upgrades 
and personnel training.  We will communicate the 
latest updates to you online and by phone or mail as a 
starting date becomes clearer.  Until then, we remain 
completely open online.

What is “Doing Church” after all? 
By Johnny Ramirez-Johnson 8

Church Events 12



P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R

“We’re In This 
Together”
“Around the world in 80 days”
When we celebrated New Year’s and a new decade — yes, just over 
20 weeks ago! —  who of us anticipated the uncertain times we’d fi nd 
ourselves in today? What hopes and plans did you have for 2020? Travel, 
making money, losing weight, enjoying time with family and friends? 
Did you make a resolution to be healthier, or to improve your church and 
community?

Instead we’ve been forced to face an invisible killer that’s travelled 
around the world in less than the proverbial 80 days conjured up by Jules 
Verne. A foe that, strictly speaking, cannot be “killed” — since it’s never 
been alive! Instead, whether we 
like it or not, for months now we’ve 
been dealing with orders to stay at 
home, to cancel church gatherings, 
to decline dinner invitations with 
friends. How did we ever get into 
this mess?

We’re all in this together...
For many in our church family this has been a time of worry and stress. 
How much longer will we have a job? How are our fi nances doing? 
What will happen to the world economy? Some of us are comfortable 
fi nancially yet worry about our investments.  Others wonder if they will 
run out of money. Some of us are alone. We wonder what will happen if 
we get sick, whether anyone will take care of us. Or perhaps we have no 
one to buy our groceries or are afraid to go shopping for them ourselves. 

...but not all see it alike
Still others among us think this is all kind of ridiculous. We’re not afraid 
like the others. We don’t mind taking risks.  And we think this virus isn’t 
nearly as bad as the media reports. We may not even trust much of the 
media.

A pastor (one of several) in Louisiana recently died from the virus after 
continuing to hold church services and telling his congregation that the 
virus was part of a media conspiracy — that God was simply testing the 
faithful (www.christianpost.com, March 27).

However we look at the pandemic we are all, in varying degrees, 
uncertain about the future. It’s unpredictable and we can’t control it. Very 

few of us remember the great fl u pandemic of 
1918 and how America dealt with that. Few of us 
even know anyone who experienced that time of 
uncertainty, so like our own.

Whom can we trust?
Whom can we trust? What should we believe? Do you feel frustrated, 
incredulous, helpless, or afraid? Do the daily confl icting medical and 
political bulletins confuse you?

Do we even need to protect ourselves? While some think this is 
all absurd, others see it is a matter of life and death. Should we be 
concerned about the wellbeing of others when we’re not concerned 

about ourselves? What is true and what is not? What can we expect?

Worship via Zoom and Facebook Live, such as our church has been doing, 
has been the recommended response of many religious leaders. Other 
churches feel they should be exempt from quarantine, and disobey State 
orders, holding services anyway.

The historical Christian approach
Christianity has, over the last 2,000 years, been compelled to respond 
to health crises and urgent situations in decisive ways; today’s Covid-19 
pandemic is no exception. During a 20-year period (from 250-270 AD) a 
mysterious disease ravaged the Mediterranean area, at its height killing as 
many as 5,000 people a day in Rome! The Black Death (bubonic plague) 
killed between a third and a half of Europe’s population. The so-called 
“Spanish fl u” of 1918 took the lives of perhaps 50 million people. And the list 
of pandemics goes on throughout human history.

The Christian response at its best was 
encapsulated by the Latin word caritas, 
meaning “charity” or “love”.  Actually, this 
concept appears throughout the Bible, and 
the KJV translation of 1 Corinthians 13 is a 
classic example: “Charity [love] suff ereth long, 
and is kind”, etc. Putting the wellbeing of 
others before what we personally believe or 
desire is historically what Christian caritas is 
all about.

B Y  L E I F  T .  L I N D

Putting the 
wellbeing of others 
before what we 
personally believe or 
desire is historically 
what Christian 
“caritas” is all about.

 We’ve been forced to face 
an invisible killer that, 
strictly speaking, cannot be 
“killed” — since it’s never 
been alive!
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GLENDALE NOON CONCERTS
12:10 p.m. - Online Only

Relax During Your Lunch 
Hour With Live Music

JUNE

3

Pianist BRENDAN WHITE will perform 
Sergei Rachmaninoff 's Sonata No.2
& Steven Stucky's Album Leaves

JUNE

17

Clarinet Duo Kathryn Nevin & Peter 
Nevin will perform the 18th Elude 
by Paul Jeanjean, Duex Hommage 
by Bela Kovacs, For and Actor: 
Monologue for Clarinet by Shulamit 
Ran and Serenade for Two Clarinets by 
Michael Kibbe

Love does make the world go ’round
We believe that the ancient Christian caritas still has meaning for us today. Are Christians 
who resist or ignore orders to quarantine in harmony with the historical models they seek to 
emulate? Does our personal “freedom” remove responsibility for caritas? Does freedom cause 
us to take risks that could harm others who are more vulnerable than we are?

At the time of writing there have been in the last couple of months over 100,000 deaths (that 
we know of ) from the coronavirus in the United States alone. And we may struggle to make 
sense of how those who want to follow the teachings of Jesus — known for healing the 
sick — can simply shrug their shoulders at this fact. After all, the hallmark of Christianity is 
kindness, compassion, and altruistic love.

We may argue that it is our right as citizens of the free world to do as we please. In some ways 
that may be true. But not when it infringes on the interests or wellbeing of others. As Paul 
puts it, “Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not become a stumbling 
block to the weak.” (1 Cor. 8:9) The practice of caritas goes a long way in maintaining the bond 
of Christian “oneness in Christ” that we all seek. As the 1960s song goes, “They’ll know we are 
Christians by our love.”

A shelter in the time of storm
Many of us turn to spiritual life seeking certainty and clarity. In an ocean of uncertainty, we 
want to anchor ourselves to an island we can trust. We believe spiritual values will create for 
us the strong and sacred truths of life’s bedrock.

Has your faith allowed you to feel more certain during this unsettling time? Some of us 
have thought we had all the answers to our spiritual questions and that these answers have 
anchored us. Has this unanticipated crisis we fi nd ourselves in caused us to question our faith? 
Have we asked, “How could God let this happen? To me? To the untold millions around the 
world?”

Perhaps we should visualize this as if we were walking through a thick fog. Even though 
we can’t see more than a few feet ahead of us, we proceed while watching carefully and 
accepting that we must move on without the advantage of full sight. As 1 Corinthians 13 
again says, “Now we see through a glass, darkly”; but then we shall  know even as also we 
are known. However dark or uncertain the moment, God is there in the shadows. And he has 
promised to see us through.
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It started off  innocuously enough on the fi rst Sunday in April 
when George started a little dry cough. He felt fi ne otherwise 
and didn’t think it was anything, but I didn’t like the sound of 
it. It was dry but deep, and not quite like any cough I’d heard 
before. George had also been informed on Friday that he’d been 
exposed at work. Several of his patients had turned out to test 
positive for COVID-19. On Monday morning when we awoke, 
George was feeling a little under the weather. He had no fever 
(yet) and was just feeling kind of…meh. Fortunately, it was 
raining hard, which made it easy for him to decide to stay home. 
Fearing what this might turn out to be, I decided I should stay 
home too. Good call. As that day wore on, George’s temperature 
climbed 2 degrees and would remain there the next two days, 
despite Tylenol. He experienced some chills and aches, but 
fortunately maintained a normal appetite and felt well enough 
to get out of bed and come downstairs most of the day. 

Fortunately, Los Angeles County was (and continues to be) very 
proactive in making testing available, and on Tuesday, we were 
able to get a Wednesday morning appointment for a free COVID 
test at a drive-thru location very near our house. At the testing 
site, we waited a little over a half hour in a line of cars. The test 
itself was quick and easy, self-administered by swabbing his 
cheeks and roof of mouth. But then there was the long wait for 
results, which wouldn’t come until the weekend. Before we got 
George’s lab test results, we got a diff erent sort of confi rmation.

To that point, I had been feeling fi ne, 
but Wednesday night, I spiked a fever 
fi ve degrees over normal. Tylenol 
brought it down a little, but I remained 

A  P A N D E M I C  S T O R Y

B Y  T O M  C H A T T

LONGEST
APRIL
EVER

3-5 degrees over normal the next 36 hours, with achy joints, 
angry sinuses, and bouts of shivering chills. A couple of nights 
the fever got high enough that my body went into preservation 
mode, restricting blood circulation to mostly to my head and 
torso while my arms and legs began going numb. That was, 
frankly, a bit terrifying. I’d only felt something similar to that 
creeping numbness once before, and that was when I had a 
heart attack. But I got through those two nights, and by Friday 
my temperature was back down, closer to normal. I remember 
waking up Friday morning thinking “It’s light out. I’m breathing. 
Can I breathe deeply? Yes. Shivering or sweating? No. Still feel 
hands and feet? Yes,” and so I said a little prayer of gratitude. 
Just seeing another daybreak and taking another breath were 
suddenly things we no longer took for granted.

That fi rst week we thought about breathing a lot. We knew 
this thing attacked the lungs. Avoid sleeping on your back, we 
heard. Practice breathing deeply, a doctor on YouTube advised, 
with an exercise of breathing in fi ve beats, holding fi ve beats, 
and exhaling fi ve beats that I took up like religious devotion. We 
both felt an uneasy heaviness in our chests, and on Thursday 
George felt a strange tightness too, almost like he’d pulled a 
muscle in his chest. We both were still capable of deep breath, 
but we stopped taking it for granted and wondered if it might 
suddenly stop. George also lost his sense of taste and smell, 
which we’d been hearing was also associated with COVID. 
Though we were still awaiting test results (I’d done a similar 
drive-thru at the Rose Bowl a couple days after my symptoms 
began), at this point we pretty much knew what the tests would 
tell us. When we each got our positive results four or fi ve days 
after our tests, it only confi rmed what we already knew.

The next week we had fl uctuating mild fevers and slept more 
than usual, but ate normally, and were up and about the 
house during the day. The positive test results came with some 
information that reassured us that 80% of people recover from 
COVID at home. So we took some hope in that. At the same 
time, I was reading every bit of information I could fi nd about 
this novel virus, and was seeing too many stories of people 
who had only mild symptoms for the fi rst week or more, only 
to experience sudden and sharp downturns. So there was the 
quiet terror of so much being unknown about this disease that 
took away the comfort of our relatively mild experience. As with 
all new pandemics, there is a desperation in the beginning to 
fi nd something, anything, that works, and a lot of fl eeting hopes 
and constantly changing information. Everybody in New York 
is taking this anti-malaria drug, and it seems to be working! 
Oh wait, no, maybe the side eff ects are worse, and the “cure” 
was an anecdotal mirage. Take Advil to control your fever! Oh 
wait, now the French are reporting that Advil may have adverse 
eff ects with COVID, so avoid Advil and take Tylenol instead! It’s 
dizzying, dismaying, and desperate. It’s easy to see why people 
jump on rumors and hopeful but unreliable promises. We didn’t 
jump on anything exotic, but we did go for things like Tylenol, 
Mucinex, extra Vitamin C, and tonic water which were clearly 
safe even if questionably eff ective. We also heard that viral load 
was a concern, and that even though we were both already sick, 6intersections



it was possible we could make each other worse. So I decamped to 
the guest room and we spent our isolation in separate bedrooms 
and bathrooms. (Among the small terrors: we only had one working 
thermometer which was both essential and a path for increasing 
viral load being shared. We ended up keeping a small vial of alcohol 
next to the thermometer so it could be immersed before and after 
every use.)

Isolation was its own challenge. Prior to being sick, we had been 
staying “safer at home” like everyone else, but now we were strictly 
isolating. It may sound like a subtle diff erence, but it’s not. It’s the 
diff erence between being independent and being dependent. 
Previously, we’d been able to go to the store or go to restaurants 
to pick up food. Now we were at the mercy of others to bring us 
anything we needed. We’re so conditioned to be independent, to 
be reluctant to ask for help, even from close friends. But isolation 
gives you no choice, and we had to overcome that reluctance and 
ask for help. It turns out that during a pandemic, there are some 
things that even Amazon Prime can’t get for you when you need it. 
But good friends will go to three stores just to fi nd the last bottles 
of Mucinex on the shelves, or airlift us Tylenol from a secret stash in 
New Jersey, or send us a crate of Gatorade from Sacramento, or pick 
us up a farm box and bring it to our porch. We are very grateful to 
be blessed with such good friends who were more than happy to 
do all these things for us.

The third week was mostly a blur. COVID, at least as we experienced 
it, doesn’t give you any clean fever break moment where you know 
you’re better. It’s just a long slow slog. Temperatures still oscillated, 
though in a milder range, and we were able to do some light 
activity. We took a few light neighborhood walks, though we’d tire 
before going as far as we normally would. I did some light yoga. 
George did some light yardwork. I wish I could say I watched the AFI 
top 100 fi lms, learned to bake bread, and learned to speak Chinese, 
but none of that happened. We watched very little on screens. 
Rather, we found a Zen-like appreciation of just watching the birds, 
bees, and butterfl ies in our backyard. A couple days I sat so still for 
so long on our stone bench that the birds stopped worrying about 
me and took baths in the fountain just a couple feet away.
 The fourth week we were feeling 90% better, and had this been 
a normal fl u bug, we’d have been back at work in “fake it ‘til you 
make it” mode. But now we had another concern. How do we know 
when it’s safe to go back to work? How do we know we’re no longer 
contagious? We were both still coughing occasionally, and clearing 
our throats often. And George still had no taste or smell. The CDC 
guidelines were ambiguous about ending isolation. They said 
“three days without a fever, and other symptoms have improved.”  
But what does “improved” mean? Completely gone, or just getting 
better? Neither of our employers off ered any clarity either. Come 
back when you feel better was basically what they said. Just for our 
own peace of mind, we ended up getting tested again. And once 
again, shout out to LA County making testing easy and available. 
We just wish it didn’t take 4-5 days to get results. We both came 
back negative, which made us feel more confi dent to stop isolating.

Now, after four weeks of isolation and two weeks back at work, 
we’ve never felt a “pop the champagne, we made it!” moment. 

George’s taste and smell is, even now, only slightly recovered. And 
he still feels a tightness in his chest sometimes. There’s still such 
a swirl of uncertainty shadowing us. Are there any hidden lasting 
eff ects? We’ve read some stories of permanent degradation of 
lungs. Do we have any immunity, or can we get it again? One study 
found 30% of people showed little to no antibodies even after 
recovering from COVID. And even if we have antibodies, no one 
knows if they are actually protective, or if so, for how long. Studies 
of other viruses in the coronavirus family are not promising for 
lasting immunity. And now we’re reading some stories of people 
who recovered and then relapsed. None of this is encouraging for 
us, especially for George, who is now handling many COVID patients 
each day at work. Fortunately, he suits up more heavily in more 
PPE than they were using before he got sick, although it’s hot and 
uncomfortable to work in all that gear. I can’t greet him with a hug 
when he walks in the door after work; he insists on changing out of 
his work clothes and washing up fi rst. But despite this cloud over 
us, we have so much to be grateful for: for being in the 80% who 
just ride this out at home; for having a beautiful home and yard to 
isolate in; for having an abundance of people who love us and were 
very much there for us when we needed them; for having good 
jobs and good insurance and not having to worry about that while 
worrying about our health; for having each other; for taking another 
breath and living another day. None of these do we take for granted 
now.

George Scheideman is a mobile X-ray technician, serving patients at 
nursing homes and rehab centers all over Los Angeles. Tom Chatt is a 
software engineer working for Northrop Grumman. They have lived 
in Echo Park since 2001, the same year they married. George was born 
and raised Adventist in Lodi, and has attended Glendale City Church 
since the mid 1990s. Tom was born and raised in Granada Hills, and 
knew nothing of Adventists until he married into the church.
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What Is
“Doing Church”
After All?

Covid-19 Quarantine Worship Crisis!
Our senior pastor, Todd, called the meeting, with urgency. “The city, county and state have announced quarantine protocols for 
fi ghting Covid-19.  “Shall we protect our members and cancel Sabbath worship?” It was really a rhetorical question. We all knew that 
cancelling public gatherings was a must, particularly with a congregation mostly composed of elderly members, but the decision was 
monumental. It had to be seriously considered.

“Shall we transmit the same worship service via our Glendale City Church (GCC) YouTube channel?  Or do a more informal worship via 
Zoom with various members providing the worship content from their homes? The question was mostly mine. Todd, Mike, and Leif were 
all certain that conducting worship from church was a key feature. “People will be comforted by at least seeing the building”, said Leif.  I, 
on the other hand, saw this crisis as an opportunity for the church to explore the question, “what is worship after all?”

During the pandemic quarantine the expectation was that our fi nances would be devastated.  “How can we be sure people will even 
‘attend’ worship online, let alone ‘give’ online?” (I silently asked myself ). Church is a volunteer organization—all is done because people 
care. And they care about “church” because… well, actually, that’s the question:  What is “church”?  What is it that makes people care 
about it, serve it and fi nancially support it?  Finding the answer is not easy.  

What is Church Anyhow?
Sociologists classify “church” as a religious institution of volunteer membership and philanthropic economy.  “Religion,” in turn, has 
been defi ned as a cultural institution defi ned by shared beliefs, rituals, and feelings. Since “institutional” is not a sexy term in a post-
Christendom culture of Millennial and Z generations, “religion” could be reduced to the beliefs and spiritual experiences held in 
common amongst a group of people.
  

This notion of ‘churchless religion’ is still controversial. Not only do many preachers decry it; even people who practice it sometimes 
favor other terms. For example, I have heard many Americans say, “I am very spiritual but not at all religious”—meaning, among 
other things, that they are very interested in having a connection with ‘higher powers’, the meaning of life, and so on, but they do not 
patronize any religious establishment to do so (James V. Spickard, Alternative Sociologies of Religion, New York: NYU Press, 2017, p. 2).

What should GCC Covid-19 quarantine institutional services look like?  Just as Will Willimon could not defi ne church separated from its 
institutional manifestations back in 1981, so the GCC pastoral staff  cannot separate it in 2020.

My problem with the thus-and-so-ness of the institutional church is that it is to this church that I have been called, not to some other: 
this church, with its declining membership and its mainline spent enthusiasm, and the district superintendent who wants reports in 
triplicate… (William H. Willimon, “Corpus Christi: Carnal Thoughts on a Spiritual Day”, The Christian Century, June 3-10, 1981: 634-635).

The weight of denominational hierarchical demands and the various fi nancial commitments become particularly acute during a 
pandemic when members cannot come together. Will GCC be able to meet its “City Church Budget” for local expenses as well as its 
“Tithe” pastoral salary commitments with the Southern California Conference?

Service Opportunities During Covid-19—The “Right” Ideology
The complications of church today may surprise us still. For one thing, entering a church building has not been, and is currently not a 
weekly experience for most in America and the West.

Even the two-thirds of them with some contact with religion had a much more minimalist exposure than earlier 
generations. For many it had been, at most, “holiday” attendance. Unlike Silent Generation or Baby Boomer 
interviewees—and even more so than Gen Xers—hardly any of these people sought out conventional religion on their 
own after that. Yet neither did many of these seek out spiritual alternatives either. This, too, was quite diff erent from 
earlier generations (Linda A.  Mercadante, Belief without Borders, Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2014, pp. 46-47).

B Y  J O H N N Y  R A M I R E Z - J O H N S O N
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Since these non-attenders, or “nones,” lack a “religious” category demands again the question—what is church after all? When a full “25 
to 30% of twentysomethings today say they have no religious affi  liation—roughly four times higher than in any previous generation,” 
how can a pastoral staff  take the nones’ considerations into account as they plan worship during Covid-19?  (Robert D. Putnam, David E. 
Campbell, “Walking away from church”, Los Angeles Times, 10/17/2010 <latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2010-oct-17-la-oe-1017-putnam-
religion-20101017-story.html>).

A careful analysis of 95 in-depth interviews among Jews and Christian (various Protestants, Evangelical, and Catholic denominational 
groups included) “seekers” and “nones” from Boston and Atlanta conducted by Nancy T. Ammerman and published in 2013, discovered 
four categories describing participants’ religious ideologies or lack thereof.

Theistic and Non-Theistic Spiritualties, Nancy T. Ammerman, 2013
a.  Theistic Package—tying spirituality to personal deities
b.  Extra-Theistic Package—locating spirituality in various naturalistic foci of transcendence
c.  Ethical Spirituality—focusing on everyday compassion
d.  Contested - Belief and Belonging Spirituality—tied to cultural notions of religiosity
Nancy T. Ammerman, “Spiritual But Not Religious? Beyond Binary Choices in the Study of Religion”, 
Journal for the Scientifi c Study of Religion, 2013, 52(2):258-278, p. 258.

The key take-away from Ammerman’s study is the complex texture and manifestations of beliefs and institutional affi  liations, or lack 
thereof, that defi nes the potential participants of any worship experience. Or, as Ammerman describes it, the ideological divide “between 
spirituality and religion is far more porous than is the moral and political one.”  Political views are guiding religious ideologies rather than 
the other way around (p. 258).

The same conclusion of the relationship between belief and non-belief was drawn by Putman and Campbell: “The association between 
religion and politics (and especially religion’s intolerance of homosexuality) was the single strongest factor in this portentous shift” from 
being affi  liated to becoming non-affi  liated nones (Los Angeles Times, 10/17/2010). Thus, they suggest: “Predictions of the demise of 
religion in America would be premature” (ibid). Instead, what is most expected would be that as “growing numbers of young Americans 
reject religious doctrine that is too political or intolerant for their taste, innovative religious leaders will concoct more palatable off erings” 
(ibid).

In this regard, GCC is well located! Our church’s mission, in short is—“to reveal the splendor of Christ and to affi  rm the worth of all 
people.” (GCC website <http://glendalecitychurch.org/about-us/>). A church that is open to affi  rming all without negating the roots of its 
doctrines and its distinctiveness is unimaginable for many. Not at GCC!  Of GCC can be said what Ammerman declared.

Spirituality, then, is neither a diff use individualized phenomenon nor a single cultural alternative to “religion.” Analysis of the contested 
evaluations of Belief and Belonging Spirituality allows a window on the “moral boundary work” being done through identifying as 
“spiritual but not religious” (Ammerman, p. 258).

Doing church during Covid-19 demanded rapid change and adaptations, and because GCC has always been seeking to adapt to today’s 
spiritual needs, we were able to developed a pandemic plan on the fl y.  

Covid-19 GCC Online Footprint—A Variety of Engagements
I was the sole pastor who advocated for Zoom type worship meetings, but the other pastors outvoted me. “The church members want 
to see the building and listen to the organ being played by Kemp”—said Leif, and he was correct! From a rudimentary one-camera 
broadcast we have moved to a three-camera YouTube Live production. There was no time or energy to conduct research to determine 
what was most useful.  Rather, we improvised with a three-prong approach:

a. Feature the iconic architectural scenery of the GCC building as a central feature of the broadcasts every Sabbath. For this approach 
the three cameras and our excellent audio-visual team have proven to be a blessing.  We now have: close-ups of the organ’s inner 
workings as Kemp pedals and pulls levers, and presses keys to produce his magisterial music; multiple angles of the speaker, and 
both interwoven with views of the stained glass windows and other decorative features that I had never noticed before!

b. Provide the face-to-face “Worship After-Party” hosted by Tom Chatt and George Scheideman each Sabbath immediately after 
worship, where people gather to share every-day life issues, prayer needs, and testimonies of God’s care during this time. It is 
always fun to learn what is new and see the faces of each other—reassuring our shared humanity and kin 
connections GCC-Family-Tribe members. The tribal support was particularly evident when one member asked 
how to secure an appointment with an optometrist.  Before the same Zoom call was over, an optometrist 
member of our church happened to log in and was able to set up an appointment for the member in need! 9 intersections



c. Provide a variety of member-led gatherings, including: 

• The Living Project Zoom gathering on Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. This gathering is always exhilarating to me. To know that I can express 
my inner beliefs and doubts without being judged as heretic; or worse, receiving the looks that say, “how stupid can you be?”  I am 
loved and appreciated for my good thoughts and crazy ideas.  

• Survive & Thrive Zoom gathering with Covid-19 related experts answering questions and providing access to known reliable and 
scientifi cally- and medically-sound resources.

• Zoom based Prayer & Study Thursday with a Bible study given by expert exegetes that would not be so readily available if everyone 
had to be in the same physical place.

• The Social Jesus HeartGroup on Zoom on Wednesday evenings with Herb Montgomery, where participants engage with the 
teachings and actions of justice seen in the life and ministry of Jesus.  

• YouTube GCC channel Glendale Noon Concert series has continued on the fi rst and third Wednesdays at noon.
• YouTube and Facebook Spanish Sabbath Morning Service before the regular English service. GCC has entered into another language 

group with its all-are-welcome ideology.
• Armenian and Romanian worship services that have also taken their own formats.

How Will We Know if All These Online Options Amount to Anything?
We have known for some time that church is not a set of doctrines, nor a building, and not even the aggregate of local, state, national, and 
international institutional extensions of the originally North-American Adventist church. Rather, “church” is better defi ned as the local gatherings of 
believers and followers of Jesus who come together to support each other and to proclaim our love of Christ by loving, in a systematic way, those 
around us—including the not-yet-believers that GCC sees as our brothers and sisters created by the same God.
  

Psalms 139:13-15 NRSV
13  For it was you who formed my inward parts;
     you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14  I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
     Wonderful are your works;
 that I know very well.
15 My frame was not hidden from you,
 when I was being made in secret,
 intricately woven in the depths of the earth.

The Christian world can be divided into two camps (see table below). At GCC we want to be on the welcoming side, the side that imagines we all 
belong together, the side that sees the world from the creation-perspective through Calvary to the fi nale of a New Jerusalem FAMILIA!

Communion Vision of the World Message Defi nition of Membership
OPEN COMMUNION:
All are welcome 
to partake of the 
Lord’s Supper. Each 
participant judges their 
participation status 
(the offi  cial Adventist 
position)

INCLUSIONARY:
All who want to 
become members 
and be baptized by 
accepting the Bible 
as their creed are 
welcomed (the offi  cial 
Adventist doctrinal 
stance)

JESUS IS COMING:
The Second Coming 
and the Sabbath as 
a sign of the free 
salvation in Christ 
(found in the Three 
Angels’ Message in 
Revelation 14).

SELF-ASSIGNED:
At GCC we take to heart the Adventist understanding 
of “present truth,” and apply that standard with a two-
prong membership scheme that adapts to today’s 
anti-institutional biases. We have baptized and non-
baptized members as equals. We also avoid gender 
specifi c titles such as deacon and deaconess.  We see 
all as servants, equal in the eyes of God.

CLOSED 
COMMUNION:
Only members judged 
by the offi  cers of 
the church to be in 
good standing can 
participate.

EXCLUSIONARY:
Only those accepting 
the specifi c defi nitions 
of the beliefs and 
doctrines of the 
church can be 
accepted as members.  
There is no category to 
include “non-baptized 
members.”

DOCTRINARIAN:
The affi  rmation 
and outspoken 
adherence to and 
full compliance 
with specifi c beliefs 
is the only way to 
be accepted into 
membership.

CENTRALIZED AND HIERARCHICAL:
Titles are key to maintaining a hierarchical church 
institutional structure. Everyone must be in their 
place and not trespass outside of their spectrum 
of infl uence.



The key value of GCC is our comfort with complete disclosure of our human frailty tied to a complete acceptance of the redemption 
our Lord has provided for all; and sprinkled with a full complement of non-judgmental attitudes that acknowledge we all fail, and 
inviting all to minister and serve out of our individual and collective vulnerability—guided by the Holy Spirit’s convictions of justice, 
truth, and service.

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have 
said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, 
and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, “I am going away, and I am coming to you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice 
that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I.  John 14:26-28 NRSV

The same God will be the one to divide the wheat from the chaff  upon his Second Coming—not the work of the church. Just like John 
the Baptist proclaimed, the current day Elijah (the church and message) will not separate the chaff .  It is the sole work of Jesus:

I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fi re. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing fl oor and will gather 
his wheat into the granary; but the chaff  he will burn with unquenchable fi re.  Matthew 3:11-12 NRSV

At GCC we take both ideas very seriously. We seek to serve and avoid judging. We seek to teach and avoid indoctrination. We seek to 
love and avoid demeaning language toward others or aggrandizing pretensions of our own special favor with God.

Having such standards still demands that we evaluate whether our online services have been a success.  Online ministry at GCC has 
failed in the past.  Pastors Todd and Leif tried establishing an online presence over fi ve years ago.  While we had regular attenders, 
it didn’t gain a substantial following.  Should we be determining our success merely on the number of online attenders?  Since an 
accurate attendance on YouTube or Facebook beyond rough estimates is almost impossible, I refuse to judge our success solely based 
on attendance. Instead, I choose the more tangible option.

Each Sabbath, off erings and tithes, the lifelines of a congregation’s economic survival, are collected at all Adventist churches. This is so 
well-monitored that on the last Southern California Conference of Seventh-day Adventist (SCC) fi nancial report we learned two facts 
that are key to the GCC online “assessment”.

• The SCC conference-wide tithe received has diminished by 13%.  
• GCC member giving to our Tithe fund in 2020 has increased by 19% over the same time period last year.
• GCC member giving to our City Church Budget fund in April and May is $ 10,000 more than we were expecting, even 

without a pandemic.  

This means that (1) many members are continuing their consistent contributions to the church during the pandemic.  And (2), a 
number of supporters were in the position to give an extraordinary donation right now to keep things going.  

We want to hold tight to the convictions that our GCC wholly-affi  rming mission statement has a role in the online worship cosmos. We 
also believe that there is more ministry happening than just online worship.  Five such examples are prominent enough to be worthy 
of a list.

• The continual presence of the church staff  via the administrative help of a live offi  ce manager and bookkeeper—we are 
so grateful for the work of Serena Miller who keeps the communication fl owing and is close to completely taking over 
our accounting.  

• The phone/text/email visitation (as limited as Covid-19 allows) of the pastoral staff .  And the off er to provide tablet 
computers for those who need help accessing the church YouTube and Zoom gatherings.

• The ten plus individuals who are keeping in telephone contact with our members on a regular basis.
• The church magazine being available online and by mail continues on a monthly basis.
• Our Sunday Lunch Program in May has continued to provide meals to our neighbors who are homeless or short on 

food, thanks to our dedicated team of volunteers ensuring safe food preparation and distribution.  

We know there is plenty for GCC staff  and volunteers to learn about how to serve the church family during this pandemic 
time.  Please help us do better in serving you by sharing your ideas. Phone or email the pastors with your suggestions or your 
volunteer commitment to help strengthen the ministry of your congregation.
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6
JUNE

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship with 
Pastor Leif Lind’s sermon and a 
refl ection by Shelby Mumford on 
the racial realities of our nation. 

12:15p: Post-worship discussion on 
how to respond to systemic racism 
led by Shelby Mumford.
https://zoom.us/j/2139156248
Password: 90026"

13
JUNE

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship with 
Mike Kim,  continuing the sermon 
series "Let’s Sit with This"

12:15p: Worship After-Party, 
https://zoom.us/j/2139156248, 
Password: 90026

20
JUNE

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship with 
Todd Leonard,  continuing the 
sermon series "Let’s Sit with This"

12:15p: Worship After-Party, 
https://zoom.us/j/2139156248, 
Password: 90026

27
JUNE

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 
with Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, 
continuing the sermon series "Let’s 
Sit with This"

12:15p: Worship After-Party, 
https://zoom.us/j/2139156248, 
Password: 90026

E V E N T S

Saturday 
Worship & 
Events

Social Jesus HeartGroup
with Herb Montgomery

Wednesday’s, 7:00p,
zoom.us/my/glendalecitychurch
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CERTAIN CONDITIONS CONTINUE TO EXIST IN 
OUR SOCIETY, WHICH MUST BE CONDEMNED 
AS VIGOROUSLY AS WE CONDEMN RIOTS. 
BUT IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, A RIOT IS THE 
LANGUAGE OF THE UNHEARD. AND WHAT IS IT 
THAT AMERICA HAS FAILED TO HEAR? IT HAS 
FAILED TO HEAR THAT THE PLIGHT OF THE 
NEGRO POOR HAS WORSENED OVER THE LAST 
FEW YEARS. IT HAS FAILED TO HEAR THAT THE 
PROMISES OF FREEDOM AND JUSTICE HAVE 
NOT BEEN MET. AND IT HAS FAILED TO HEAR 
THAT LARGE SEGMENTS OF WHITE SOCIETY 
ARE MORE CONCERNED ABOUT TRANQUILITY 
AND THE STATUS QUO THAN ABOUT JUSTICE, 
EQUALITY AND HUMANITY. AND SO IN A REAL 
SENSE OUR NATION’S SUMMERS OF RIOTS 
ARE CAUSED BY OUR NATION’S WINTERS OF 
DELAY. AND AS LONG AS AMERICA POSTPONES 
JUSTICE, WE STAND IN THE POSITION OF 
HAVING THESE RECURRENCES OF VIOLENCE 
AND RIOTS OVER AND OVER AGAIN. SOCIAL 
JUSTICE AND PROGRESS ARE THE ABSOLUTE 
GUARANTORS OF RIOT PREVENTION. 

 —MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
“THE OTHER AMERICA”.

As an Adventist Peace 
Church, Glendale City Church 
condemns the horrifi c 
murders of George Floyd, 
Breonna Taylor and Ahmaud 
Arbery and will continue to 

say their names.  We hear their cries for justice 
coming from lungs that can’t breathe.  We 
affi  rm the words of scripture that say that 
each and every human being is united in 
the one body of Jesus Christ.  And we will 
not stop working until those words become 
reality in our church, in our city and in our 
world.
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1. Abby Leonard is graduating 
High School from Aveson Global 
Leadership Academy.

2. Drew Quishenberry is graduating 
high school from Aveson Global 
Leadership 

3. Kevin Schultz (grandson of Doug 
and Sandy Schultz)--Graduating 
Senior West Ranch High School, 
Stevenson Ranch

4. Suki Ellen-Renee Mendizabal 
Graduating Senior with Honors 
from: Ramon Cortinez Visual & 
Performing Arts High School 
Receiving: High School Diploma 
with Honors

5. Paul Brando Chilopoulos, 
graduating from California State 
University, Los Angeles, with a 
bachelor’s degree in Fire Protection 
Administration and Technology

6. Jamie Quishenberry is receiving 
a bachelor’s degree in Computer 
Science from Lewis and Clark 
College.

Class of 2020
Congrats!

1

2

3

4 5 6

A+ Adventist 
Children’s Center
We celebrate the nine 
graduates from our
very own preschool!

Graduating to Kindergarten
Kika K.
Marcus L.
Karys M.
Luca S.

Graduating to TK
Lana A.
Avree B.
Josephine C.
Liam E.
Eden R.
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On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
In Your Estate Planning or By Stock Transfer
   Contact our Executive Offi  ce Manger, Serena Miller

How to Give

C H U R C H 
D I R E C T O R Y

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

CRAFT YOUR GIVING 
PLAN WITH PLEDGE+

Glendale City Church relies on your 
consistent and generous donations 
to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget 
and your Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports 
Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding 
of our congregation’s two full-time 
pastors.  Church Budget pays for our 
other part-time pastors and ministry 
staff , youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and 
so much more.  With Pledge+, you’re 
invited to target a portion of your 
donation to the ministry you’re most 
passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale 
City Church is tax-deductible. 
Annual donation receipts are 
distributed in January.

Thank you for believing in the mission 
of Glendale City Church!

Pastoral Staff 
Todd Leonard, Senior x205
Mike Kim, Associate x206
Leif  Lind, Associate x207
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian x214
Vigen Khachatryan, Armenian x215
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach x219

Church Staff 
Serena Miller, Executive Offi  ce Manager x202
Dean Vendouris, Treasurer x204
Mindi Rub, Clerk x221
Malisa Smith, A+ School Director x203
Anji Arm, City Kids x222
Clarissa Shan, Choral Director x223
Kemp Smeal, Organist x224
Dave Ferguson, Concerts x218

Phone System for Pastoral and Church Staff  
Dial 818-244-7241and enter the extension of the person 
you would like to reach. 

Church Offi  cers
Head Elder & Church Board Chair – John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Elder – Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
Head Deacon – Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
Assistant Organist – Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
Audio Visual – Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
A+ School Board Chair – Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)

Giving, January-April 2020

Tithe
• Rec'd: 138,137
• Needed: 122,080
• Diff : 16,057

City Church Budget 
• Rec'd: 154,716
• Needed: 172,400
• Diff  <17,684>
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610 E. California Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91206

818-244-7241
glendalesda@gmail.com

WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG

Glendale City Church
610 East California Avenue
Glendale, CA 91206-3701

On-Call 
Errands 
and Food 
Delivery

We’ve put together a response team of people 
who will dash to the supermarket or pharmacy 
for anyone who is self-quarantined or otherwise 
unable to get to the store themselves. If you need 
us to run an errand, or if you would be excited to 
join the On-Call Team, please let our executive 
office manager, Serena Miller, know: glendalesda@
gmail.com or 818-244-7241 x202.


