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Even Now
Nothing’s changed. While our campus is closed and our 
ministry takes place online, the mission of Glendale City 
Church is still the same: to reveal the love of Christ in all its 
tenderness and grandeur to the community in which we 
live. We desire to embrace the wonder of humanity in its 
complexity, diversity, and beauty — and to do so without 
precondition. In short, we yearn to reveal the splendor of 
Christ and to affi  rm the worth of all people.

Glendale City Church welcomes 
people of all backgrounds into 
our church community. We 
do not discriminate based on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
culture, wealth, education, or 
religious background. If you are 
learning to love God and others, 
you belong here. God excludes 
no one. Neither do we.

Intersections is a monthly 
publication of the Glendale 
City Church of Seventh-day 

Adventists

Finding God at the 
Intersection of Our Lives

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

adventistpeace.org

Revealing Christ, 
Affi rming All

Glendale City is a Christian church a�  liated with the Seventh-day 
Adventist denomination. Our congregation was one of the � rst 
Adventist churches established in this part of Southern California.  While 
we continue to partner with this denomination, we are in a posture of 
protest against the unjust actions taken by our General Conference 
that attempt to undermine the contextualized work of the Adventist 
churches and centers of education in the Western United States.  We 
are in solidarity with the actions of our Paci� c Union Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both women and men as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current 

science to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities
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Why You Are Receiving 
Intersections by Mail.
 
Intersections is primarily 
distributed to those who attend 
our weekly gatherings on campus 
with a few dozen magazines 
mailed to our members who want 
to stay connected, even though 
they can’t regularly attend in 
person.  Due to our campus being 
closed, we are temporarily mailing 
the magazine to all local church 
members and friends along with 
those who live further away 
who have requested it.  If you do 
not want to continue receiving 
Intersections, please contact our 
executive office manager,
Serena Miller at:

818.244.7241 x202; 
glendalesda@gmail.com; or
610 E. California Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91206.

Editorial Notes

Due to the evolving government 
guidelines on how congregations 
could operate during the 
pandemic and our congregation’s 
adjustments to online ministry, 
Glendale City Church was unable 
to publish an April edition 
of Intersections.  This issue 
consecutively follows the
March 2020 issue.

Correction: In the March 
edition of Intersections, the 
name of our choral director, 
Clarissa Shan, was misspelled 
in our interview with her.  We 
apologize to Clarissa and to our 
readers.  We regret the error.
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Podcast audio sermons:
Glendale City Church

Download our APP for FREE
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P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R

This mandate to allow crossing the border of your property 
unannounced and uninvited might sound ridiculous to 
an individualistic society like ours, but this was a common 
custom in the Bible times. Having strangers stay at your 
house did not make the news back then.  The call to 
graciousness, generosity, and hospitality shouldn’t be 
surprising to us. I don’t think too many (believer or not) 
would be against it. And of course, this way of life is the 
direct result of Christ’s teachings — justice, mercy, and 
faithfulness. (Matthew 23:23) We are to treat all with grace 
and mercy, and according to Bible, we are to pay close 
attention to “the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow.” In 
other words, do not close your borders for anyone especially 
those that are in dire circumstances. This is doing justice.

This message of God’s open border policy may seem ironic 
during this time of social distancing and safety precautions. 
To me, there’s no better time to remind ourselves of God’s 
radical way of doing life than when forced isolation might 
make us forget. And perhaps, this time of solitude can be 
used for contemplation of God’s precepts that may result in 
stronger resolve to re� ect God’s ways. Over and over again, 
the Bible de� nes being God’s people as doing justice — 
standing up for and defending the fatherless, the widow, 
the foreigner, the poor, and the oppressed. And this way 
of love might be the only way to overcome a multitude of 
sins (1 Peter 4:8). God showed the example by expanding 
his borders to include a rebellious planet which de� ed and 
rejected him. And he asks us to imitate him by being more 
tolerant and inclusive, to loosen the control over our borders  
and expand it.

Now Jabez was more honorable than his brothers, and his 
mother called his name Jabez, saying, “Because I bore him in 
pain.” And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, “Oh, that 
you would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that your 
hand would be with me, and that you would keep me from 
evil, that I may not cause pain!” So God granted him what he 
requested. (1 Chronicles 4:9-10)

Have you been stuck at an international border before?  I have. I 
was coming home from Canada one time and didn’t have all the 
proper documents. And because it was the weekend, I had to 
wait a couple of days until Monday when the government o�  ce 
opened. I was frustrated that they were so strict with the policies 
but I know they are there for good reasons. There’s good reason 
for the borders to be closed these days as well — for safety. If 
you want to come visit me at my house, you can’t.  That border’s 
closed as well.

  Border control was already a popular topic even 
before COVID-19. The question is, should we be stricter or not? It 
seems obvious that we can’t be more careful about the dangers 
that may cross our borders. However, is America not a "land of 
opportunity” for immigrants seeking freedom and liberty? Both 
sides have their points. I am actually not interested in talking 
politics but I do wonder how God feels about the way humans 
set borders and boundaries.

In the Old Testament, we � nd that it was not considered 
trespassing and stealing when people entered other’s � elds 
and took some of the crops. According to the Holiness Code 
of the Torah, farmers should leave the corners of their � elds 
unharvested, and they should not attempt to harvest any left-
overs.

“When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to 
the very edges of your fi eld or gather the gleanings of your 
harvest. Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick 
up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and 
the foreigner.” (Leviticus 19:9-10) 

“When you are harvesting in your fi eld and you overlook a 
sheaf, do not go back to get it. Leave it for the foreigner, the 
fatherless and the widow, so that the LORD your God may 
bless you in all the work of your hands. When you beat the 
olives from your trees, do not go over the branches a second 
time. Leave what remains for the foreigner, the fatherless 

and the widow. Remember that you were 
slaves in Egypt.” (Deuteronomy 24:19-22)

STOP
BORDER
CONTROL

By Mike Kim
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When states across the nation began ordering their citizens 
to shelter in place and avoid large gatherings, including 
religious services, some religious leaders took umbrage.  
Bishop Gerald O. Glenn, senior pastor of New Deliverance 
Evangelistic Church in Richmond Virginia, was one.  At 
worship on Sunday, March 22, Bishop Glenn said, “I � rmly 
believe that God is larger than this dreaded virus.  You can 
quote me on that.”  He was proud to be controversial and 
vowed to keep the church open “unless I’m in jail or the 
hospital.”  Three weeks later, on Easter Sunday, Bishop Glenn 
died of complications from the coronavirus.1  

It’s interesting that both liberal and conservative Christians 
are responding to Pastor Glenn’s tragic death the same way. 
The thinking is that he misunderstood the Bible and/or 
misapplied it into his life. But maybe he didn’t.  Are there not 
countless stories in scripture about great men and women 
of faith performing supernatural feats? Do the devout not 
miraculously survive all kinds of diseases and disasters? Do 
the scriptures not promise deliverance from on high if we 
just believe and remain faithful?

Perhaps Pastor Glenn’s problem wasn’t that he 
misunderstood the Bible, but that he believed it too much. 
Perhaps he never understood there are unspoken rules:

1. Believe what the Bible says as long as it’s not 
against common sense. 

2. Believe in the power of prayer and faith but not 
for things too diffi  cult (i.e. amputations, down 
syndrome, resurrections).

3. If someone is seriously injured or sick, fi rst call 
911, then pray.

These are the unspoken rules that most believers 
understand and abide by. They’re unspoken because if 
they were openly acknowledged, it would force people to 
confront their doubt and unknowing and probably change.

Thus, the problem wasn’t that Pastor Glenn was a 
conservative or a fundamentalist, the problem was that he 
didn’t understand or value the unspoken rules. The reasons 
for this are a little more complex. 

Drawing on Freudian theory, I believe, author Peter 
Rollins suggests that there are, basically, three categories 
of churches and believers: psychotic, perverse, and 
neurotic. Pastor Glenn and his church � t into the 
psychotic category. To be clear, I don’t mean that he 
himself su� ered from psychosis. I have no idea. However, 
the way he and his community practiced their faith could 
be called psychotic.

Psychotic communities are called such because they live 
in an alternate reality that cannot integrate themselves 
into the rest of society. These communities are often 
obsessed with the supernatural and things like exorcisms, 
divine healing, speaking in tongues, miracles, etc. Such 
communities are often very paranoid about the outside 
world and are notorious for isolating themselves, 
encouraging members not to seek medical attention and 
to rely on faith instead. I grew up in such a community.

Perverse communities claim to believe most of the same 
things as a psychotic community, but would adhere to 
the aforementioned unspoken rules. Thus, they’re called 
perverse not because there’s anything kinky going on 
(well...maybe), but because they hypocritically claim 
to believe things they don’t. Most churches � t into this 
category. 

Neurotic communities are the healthiest and rarest. 
They’re called neurotic because anxiety, doubt, and 
unknowing are not repressed like they are in psychotic 
and perverse faith communities, but are brought to 
the surface and embraced as part of one’s faith. These 
communities encourage questioning and changing one’s 
beliefs, even if that means leaving the very community 
or tradition that provided the freedom to question and 
change.  This is neurosis in the best sense of the word: 
struggling to live out an authentic spirituality within the 
tension of the known and unknown. 

Aaron van Voorhis is Lead Pastor at Central Avenue Church 
in Glendale, CA and author of A Survival Guide for Heretics.

Footnote
1. Brown, Lee. 
“Virginia pastor who defi antly held church 
service dies of coronavirus.”  04/13/2020.  
www.nypost.com/2020/04/13. 

It’s Time for Honest, 
Neurotic Religion

Guest Pastor’s Column by 
Aaron van Voorhis
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With our campus closed and all of us sheltering in place during the coronavirus 
pandemic, our congregation has been trying out new ways of doing church 
together online.  In addition to Saturday Morning Worship, we’ve hosted 
Wednesday- and Thursday-night gatherings where we can interact with one 
another.  Our administrative committees are doing church business through Zoom.  
On Easter weekend, we began our newest experiment:  a time of study, prayer and 
worship…in Spanish.  It’s hosted on our “Glendale City Church” YouTube channel 
each Saturday morning at 8:30.  I took a few minutes to talk with Johnny, from a 
safe distance, about this new ministry and what we can expect in the months to 
come.

Todd: You’ve hosted two Sabbath gatherings so far.  What happens during the 
program?

Johnny: We host worship at home in our living room.  Clara, my north star, leads 
a song service. Then we have a dialogue on today's a� airs and a couples’ therapy 
discussion utilizing the book Feeling Good Together by David D. Burns.  We talk 
about our own real-life issues including how to communicate and work through 
problems that arise during the Covid-19 quarantine.  Then we have a time of prayer 
that includes a period of silence where those attending can silently send up their 
personal prayers. 

Then we have a sermon. Thus far, we have been focusing on the in� uence of 
the feminine in religion and � nding the feminine presence within the godhead, 
speci� cally, in the Holy Spirit. The sermon also includes dialogue where Clara 
shares her perspective—sometimes willingly and sometimes not!—but all in fun.  
We have a very 
informal setup 
to show that our 

relationship with God is just as relaxed 
and free as the relationship that Clara and 
I have. 

Todd: Glendale City Church hasn’t had 
Spanish language ministries on our 
campus. What have you been seeing that 
leads you to believe that it’s the right time 
for this here?

Johnny: Why am I, Johnny Ramirez-
Johnson involved in the enterprise of a 
Spanish-language worship via YouTube? 
Simple, Clara asked me to do so with her! 
I crave Clara's attention... that is why I am 
involved. Also, I enjoy talking about God 
and singing in Spanish together. Clara 
feels called and I feel called to minister in 
Spanish... enough reasons?  I also believe 
that there is a need for a Spanish-language 
gathering in our community that re� ects 
the same progressive spirit of openness 
and inclusivity found in our English-
language congregation.  

Todd: Do you see this continuing as an 
online-only ministry?  Or are you hoping 
that when the pandemic is over, it can also 
become part of our on-campus ministry? 

Johnny: Good questions... no current 
answers. We’ll watch how things develop 
with our online community and see if 
there’s a desire among them and with 
City Church leadership to begin an 
on-campus gathering. Clara and I are 
committed to working with the vision of 
our congregation and will move in step 
with them.  

Todd: How can people get involved with 
City Church Spanish?

Johnny: Call or text us at 909-382-1912. 
If you would like to provide a teaching 
or music contribution to our weekly 
gathering, we can record you and include 
what you share during our time together 
on Sabbath morning.  If you have interest 
in helping us with social media or 
improving our use of technology, please 
contact us as well!

Will Spanish-language ministry
become part of City Church’s future?
Interview with Johnny Ramirez-Johnson by Todd Leonard
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P E R S O N A L  G R O W T H  M A R K E T P L A C E

This month at 
Personal Growth 
Marketplace

SOCIAL JESUS 
HEARTGROUP 
STARTS APRIL 29

The Living 
Project

City Church Online is pleased to have Herb 
Montgomery, one of our long-distance members and 
director of Renewed Heart Ministries, launch a new 
online HeartGroup each Wednesday evening.  Herb has 
been speaking and writing for years about the heart of 
God, the work of Jesus and how we walk in step with 
the Spirit.  We’ve had the privilege of having him speak 
to us a number of times in the past few years. 

A HeartGroup is designed to bring a group of 
individuals together so each person can hear from 
others how they’re receiving the teachings of Jesus 
from week to week.  Each Friday, Herb publishes a 
study guide and presents the study in podcast format 
as well.  You can � nd both on his website: www.
RenewedHeartMinistries.com.  The videoconference 
discussion will take place on the City Church Zoom 
platform at this address: 
www.zoom.us/j/8182447241. 

Each Saturday at 9:30 a.m. A space where you can learn from 
other people’s stories and they can learn from your story. This is a 
safe and open group that values authentic sharing.  Contact Mike 
Quishenberry for Zoom login: mquishenberry@gmail.com.

Find groups and seminars that help you 
strengthen your spirituality, your health and 
your family.  Gatherings will be held online 
only until further notice. 
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2
MAY

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship with 
Todd Leonard, continuing his 
sermon series "Let’s Sit with This"

9
MAY

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship with 
Mike Kim, with his sermon, "It’s 
Okay to Worry,  Mom!"

16
MAY

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship with 
Mike Kim, with his sermon, "Does 
Jesus condemn the wealthy?!"

23
MAY

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship with 
Todd Leonard, continuing his 
sermon series "Let’s Sit with This"

30
MAY

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship with 
Todd Leonard, continuing his 
sermon series "Let’s Sit with This"

E V E N T S

Saturday 
Worship 
& Events

Contact Tom Chatt for login info: 
tomchatt@earthlink.net
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How to 
Donate 
Online

www.glendalecitychurch.org/donate

On-Call 
Errands 

and Food 
Delivery

We’ve put together a response 
team of people who will dash to the 

supermarket or pharmacy for anyone 
who is self-quarantined or otherwise 

unable to get to the store themselves. 
If you need us to run an errand, or if 
you would be excited to join the On-

Call Team, please let our executive 
offi  ce manager, Serena Miller, know: 

glendalesda@gmail.com or 
818-244-7241 x202.

During the time that our campus is closed, more than ever, 
Glendale City Church will rely on the faithful generosity of the 
members in our church family whose wages will remain stable 
during this crisis.  If you haven’t donated to our church through 
our Online Giving portal, here is a brief step-by-step guide.   Go 
to http://glendalecitychurch.org/donate/ on your computer, or 
click on the “Giving” button at the bottom of the Glendale City 
Church App screen.

Click on the “Donate Now” button

Type in the dollar amount you wish to give to our “Tithe,” “Church 
Budget,” “Armenian Fund,” “Romanian Fund,” “Friends of Music 
(concerts),” and more.  There are many specifi c ministry funds 
you can donate specifi cally to on this screen and by clicking the 
“More Off ering Categories" link. 

Once you’ve entered your donation amounts, click on the 
“Continue” box at the bottom of the page.   You will then be led 
to enter in the credit or debit card you wish to use.

To get further technical 
support, please contact our 
church offi  ce during offi  ce 
hours (Tu-Fr, 10-4; Sat, 9-1) and 
our executive offi  ce manager, 
Serena Miller, will be happy to 
assist you:
818-244-7241 x202 or 
glendalesda@gmail.com.  
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glendalenoonconcer ts .blogspot .com

GLENDALE NOON CONCERTS
12:10 p.m. - Online Only

Relax During Your Lunch Hour With Live Music

MAY

6

Pianist BRENDAN WHITE will perform 
Sergei Rachmanino� 's Sonata No.2
& Steven Stucky's Album Leaves

MAY

20

Violinist/Violist Ken Aiso & Pianist Valeria 
Morgovskaya will perform Schumann’s 
Maerchenbilder for Viola and Piano, 
Op.113 and Brahms’ Violin Sonata in 
A-Major, Op.100

L I V E  C O N C E R T
SaturdaySecond

CONCERTS WILL BE STREAMED LIVE ON OUR 
FACEBOOK PAGE AND ON-DEMAND ON OUR 
YOUTUBE CHANNEL

WATCH LIVE ON THE GLENDALE CITY CHURCH 
FACEBOOK PAGE OR ON-DEMAND ON OUR 

YOUTUBE CHANNEL
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On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
In Your Estate Planning or By Stock Transfer
   Contact our Executive Offi  ce Manger, Serena Miller

How to Give

C H U R C H 
D I R E C T O R Y

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

CRAFT YOUR GIVING 
PLAN WITH PLEDGE+

Glendale City Church relies on your 
consistent and generous donations 
to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget 
and your Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports 
Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding 
of our congregation’s two full-time 
pastors.  Church Budget pays for our 
other part-time pastors and ministry 
sta� , youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and 
so much more.  With Pledge+, you’re 
invited to target a portion of your 
donation to the ministry you’re most 
passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale 
City Church is tax-deductible. 
Annual donation receipts are 
distributed in January.

Thank you for believing in the mission 
of Glendale City Church!

Pastoral Staff 
Todd Leonard, Senior x205
Mike Kim, Associate x206
Leif  Lind, Associate x207
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian x214
Vigen Khachatryan, Armenian x215
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach x219

Church Staff 
Serena Miller, Executive O�  ce Manager x202
Dean Vendouris, Treasurer x204
Mindi Rub, Clerk x221
Malisa Smith, A+ School Director x203
Anji Arm, City Kids x222
Clarissa Shan, Choral Director x223
Kemp Smeal, Organist x224
Dave Ferguson, Concerts x218

Phone System for Pastoral and Church Staff  
Dial 818-244-7241and enter the extension of the person 
you would like to reach. 

Church Offi  cers
Head Elder & Church Board Chair – John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Elder – Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
Head Deacon – Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
Assistant Organist – Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
Audio Visual – Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
A+ School Board Chair – Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)

Giving, January-March 2020

Tithe
• Rec'd: 90,773
• Needed: 97,153
• Di� : <6,380>

City Church Budget 
• Rec'd: 101,293
• Needed: 129,300
• Di�  <28,007>
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610 E. California Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91206

818-244-7241
glendalesda@gmail.com

WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG

Glendale City Church
610 East California Avenue
Glendale, CA 91206-3701


