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Welcome
At City Church, our mission is to reveal the love of Christ in 
all its tenderness and grandeur to the community in which 
we live. We desire to embrace the wonder of humanity in its 
complexity, diversity, and beauty — and to do so without 
precondition. In short, we yearn to reveal the splendor of 
Christ and to affirm the worth of all people.

Glendale City Church welcomes 
people of all backgrounds into 
our church community. We 
do not discriminate based on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
culture, wealth, education, or 
religious background. If you are 
learning to love God and others, 
you belong here. God excludes 
no one. Neither do we.

Intersections is a monthly 
publication of the Glendale 
City Church of Seventh-day 

Adventists

Finding God at the 
Intersection of Our Lives

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

adventistpeace.org

Revealing Christ, 
Affirming All

Glendale City is a Christian church affiliated with the Seventh-day 
Adventist denomination. Our congregation was one of the first 
Adventist churches established in this part of Southern California.  While 
we continue to partner with this denomination, we are in a posture of 
protest against the unjust actions taken by our General Conference 
that attempt to undermine the contextualized work of the Adventist 
churches and centers of education in the Western United States.  We 
are in solidarity with the actions of our Pacific Union Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both women and men as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current 

science to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities
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Want to Continue to Receive 
Intersections by Mail?
 
Each month, Intersections is 
mailed to our members and friends 
who want to but are unable to 
regularly participate in church 
life.  We value the various ways 
you support us and want to keep 
you informed and inspired about 
what’s happening at your church.  
But please let us know if you 
are no longer interested in 
receiving it.  To discontinue your 
subscription, please contact our 
executive office manager, Serena 
Miller at: 818.244.7241 x202; 
glendalesda@gmail.com; or 610 
E. California Ave., Glendale, CA 
91206.
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P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R

By Leif T. Lind

Learning to 
Live with 
Each Other 
“Live and let live.” — Original Dutch proverb (1622)

The editor of Adventist Today magazine, Loren Seibold, recently wrote 
an article1  entitled “Get Out — You’re Breaking Our Church!” in which he 
addresses the fear some church leaders have that the Adventist church is 
being destroyed by those holding progressive views on key church doctrines 
and practices. Current controversies include the creation/evolution debate, 
women’s ordination, and the status of LGBT members. According to these 
leaders, no deviance from the “strait and narrow” can be tolerated for fear that 
the whole denominational structure and integrity will collapse. Individuals 
who disagree with any church doctrine or policy would do us all a favor by 
simply leaving the church before they break it!

It is a strange, but easily verifiable fact, that throughout history, people have 
disagreed on just about every topic imaginable, sometimes persecuting 
or killing those with whom they disagreed. Fierce debates have raged for 
centuries over such seemingly trifling questions as to how the date for Easter 
should be calculated; and whether the Holy Spirit emanates from God the 
Father — or from God the Father and the son Jesus Christ.2

The ongoing quest for present truth:
Today there are 4,300 different world religions,3  with nearly every one 
believing that they — and they alone — are the true believers.

We as Seventh-day Adventists have traditionally believed that we have “the 
truth”, and that other faiths and religions, while correct in 

some of their beliefs are, sadly, benighted. 
It wasn’t always that way. Early Advent 
believers wrestled long and hard over 
controversial matters of faith, all the while 
acknowledging that “present truth”, as they 
called it, is progressive and elusive. When 
unanimity was not reached, they “agreed to 
disagree.”

Adventist interpretations on many topics, 
including the Trinity, pacifism, women’s 
ordination, the investigative judgment, 
Last Generation Theology (together with 
perfectionism), and the inspiration of 
scripture have evolved over the years. The 
church, however, is still with us; it has not 
crumbled into insignificance. As Seibold 
exclaims in his article, “What a bunch of 
frightened pessimists! Do we really have so 
little to offer that any change will make the 
church crumble?”

 A fear of change: 
Yet trends within the church (and politics) 
are moving towards an increasing 
intolerance of opposing views. We fear 
change; we need to be right.

There are some who fear change within the 
Adventist church. We could just as easily 
argue, though, that change has always 
been with us and is essential for church 
growth. The Christian church has always 
needed to adapt to remain relevant, and 
it has suffered when it was unwilling to 
change.4  How many former Adventists 
have left the church when it refused to 
allow them to follow their own consciences 
about interpretation and practice?5  How 
many of these people might be willing to 
return if a more inclusive approach were 
encouraged? What would happen if today’s 
church leaders, like early Advent believers, 
allowed more individuality and used a 
“bigger net” approach? God only knows.

The “Elephant in the Room”
Most of us know the old Indian parable6  
of several blind men encountering an 
elephant for the first time. One man 
feels the elephant’s leg and thinks it’s a 
tree trunk; another its tusk (convinced 
it must be a spear); another its tail (a 
rope), etc. And each one of them ends up 
arguing about what an elephant is like — 
convinced the others are wrong.

“We differ so widely in disposition, habits, education, that our ways of 
looking at things vary. We judge differently. Our understanding of truth, 
our ideas in regard to the conduct of life, are not in all respects the same. 
There are no two whose experience is alike in every particular.”
— Ministry of Healing, p. 483 (1905)
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American writer John Godfrey Saxe, in describing this story in 
an 1872 poem, concludes with the following lines:

And so these men of Indostan disputed loud and long,
Each in his own opinion exceeding stiff and strong,
Though each was partly in the right, and all were in the 
wrong!

So, oft in theologic wars the disputants, I ween,
Rail on in utter ignorance of what each other mean,
And prate about an Elephant not one of them has seen!

I particularly like the last verse (even if it is moralistic, like many 
poems of that time). What if we don’t have all the answers?! 
What if we’re “prating” about an Elephant not one of us has 
seen? What if we’re only partly correct (thus partly wrong), 
being able to understand only what our limited humanity 
allows us?

I believe when we one day “get to the other side” (commonly 
described as “going to heaven”) we will all be astounded as to 
how different everything is from our expectations. Looking 
at science, we must realize that the bizarre and unpredictable 
behavior of quantum particles and the possibility of universes 
beyond our current understanding should cause us all to err on 
the side of caution in expostulating what we know to be “fact” 
about the hereafter.

After all, scripture tells us that “eye has not seen, nor ear heard 
… the things which God has prepared for those who love him.” 
(1 Cor. 2:9)

1. Adventist Today, 13 Dec 2019, https://atoday.org/get-out-youre-breaking-our-church.
2. The 1,500-year old controversy (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Filioque) over whether to add one 

word, “Filioque” (= “and the Son”) to the Creed, is still ongoing today!
3. See www.Adherents.com
4. The Methodist, Lutheran, and Anglican denominations have all recently faced fragmentation over 

theological arguments, where opposing sides were unwilling to make allowance for differences. 
Similar challenges face the Adventist church today.

5. Most of us know of members who have been ostracized over such trivial practices as wearing a 
wedding ring, something that in North America, at least, was for many years frowned upon but now 
is commonplace.

6. The story is probably traceable as far back as the year 500 BCE.

“There is no excuse for anyone in taking the position that there 
is no more truth to be revealed, and that all our expositions of 
Scripture are without an error. The fact that certain doctrines have 
been held as truth for many years by our people, is not a proof that 
our ideas are infallible. Age will not make error into truth, and 
truth can afford to be fair. No true doctrine will lose anything by 
close investigation.” Ellen White, 1892.
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Todd: Tell us a little bit about your family, where you’re from and 
your educational background.

Clarissa: I was born and raised in Loma Linda, California and am 
an only child.  My parents, Lawrence and Audrey Shan now live 
in nearby Redlands.  At the age of 3, my mom enrolled me in 
violin lessons and I began piano lessons at age 6.  I’ve basically 
been making music all but three years of my life!  I attended 
Loma Linda Academy from 1st-12th grades.  I received my 
undergraduate degree in music from La Sierra University and my 
Master’s and Doctoral degrees from the University of Southern 
California.
  
I have our church’s previous choir director, to thank Sebastien 
Vallee for introducing me to my husband, Drew Lewis.  During 
my doctoral studies in 2013, Sebastien invited me to study 
conducting with him for the summer at California State University 
Los Angeles where Drew was finishing his master’s degree. I sang 
a solo in a piece Drew conducted…and the rest is history. 

Todd: What does your life look like beyond your music ministry at 
City Church?

Clarissa:  Well, I definitely keep busy! I am on faculty at both 
Concordia University and California State University Fullerton.  I 
teach classical voice at Concordia and musical theater voice at 

CSUF. I am a professional member of the 
Pacific Chorale and also sing as a soloist 

Over the years, there has been a tremendous 
choral tradition at Glendale City Church which 
has been led by a number of excellent directors.  
Since the end of 2015, our sanctuary choir and 
worship music ministry has been led by Dr. 
Clarissa Shan.  Todd Leonard spent some time 
with Clarissa to learn a little more about who 
she is and what drives her ministry.  

Clarissa Chan
Getting To Know

throughout Southern California.  I also am the Music 
Director at Temple City First United Methodist Church on 
Sundays.  During my free time, I love creating intricately-
decorated sugar cookies.  

Todd:  So your professional life is entirely committed to 
performing, educating and conducting great music.  

Clarissa: I honestly don’t think there was another direction 
my life could have gone.  I’ve been involved with music 
since I was three.  I can’t imagine doing anything else!

Todd:  When and how did you get connected to Glendale 
City Church’s choir?

Clarissa: I met Brenda Mohr, who was on the staff of 
Glendale Adventist Academy and the choral director at 
Glendale City Church, when I was a junior at La Sierra 
University.  I was the choral teaching assistant and worked 
closely with Brenda to organize a Seventh-day Adventist 
high school choir festival.  In 2008, Brenda approached 
me and asked if I would like to sing at City Church as one 
of the soprano soloists.  I was at USC for my master’s and 
living in Los Angeles at the time but was making the drive 
to my parent’s home every week to sing at Loma Linda 
University Church. I jumped at the opportunity to shorten 
my drive and sing here in Los Angeles.

Director of Glendale City Church Choir 
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Todd:  After Sebastien moved to Montreal in 2015, you were selected as our new director. I can’t believe 
you’ve already been conducting our choir for over four years!  What is your personal vision as a minister 
of music?  What are the moments that bring you the most joy and personal satisfaction?  When have you 
sensed God’s presence?

Clarissa:  My personal vision is to bring people together in worship through music.  I often sense God’s 
presence in my role as music minister when I plan music for the church service.  I often plan music months 
ahead of time without knowing all the details of what will take place on a given week.  And it amazes me 
how often the weekly work of the pastors ties in so perfectly to the music I had selected months earlier.  It’s 
clear evidence that the Spirit is at work in our community.  And it gives me great joy to know the music that 
the choir sings uplifts our mission, goals and beliefs as a church.  

Todd:  What are your personal hopes and dreams for the future?  

Clarissa:  I want a dog.  Tell Drew to make that happen!  Jokes aside, my hopes and dreams are to enjoy a 
lifetime filled with joy, love and music with those I love, and that includes my church family!

Todd: Thank you for sharing with us, Clarissa.  Glendale City Church is grateful for how you and the choir 
bring us, heart and soul, into the presence of God.
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What's 
Happening at A+

See's Candy
We are selling See’s Candies for Easter!  Please contact us 
for an order form.  Orders are Due Friday, March 6.

To learn more, help with fundraisers or 
to submit an application, contact Malisa 
Smith, A+ director:  818-241-9353, 
aplusadventist@yahoo.com

Now Hiring:
Office Coordinator
We are looking for a Seventh-day Adventist Church member 
with the following educational background: 

• Preferred: A degree in early childhood education/child 
development

• Acceptable: Taken the core classes (Child/Human Growth 
and Development, Family and Community, etc.) and other 
early childhood classes (6 SU/8 QU)

• Open to Consideration: Willing to take classes towards 
certification

New Playground
Our new playground is officially open! But we're still raising 
money to purchase other outdoor toys. Thank you for your 
continued support!!
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P E R S O N A L  G R O W T H  M A R K E T P L A C E

Current Book Study: "1919: The 
Untold Story of  Adventism's Struggle 
With Fundamentalism"
by Michael W. Campbell. 

Dr. Campbell unveils a fascinating 
behind-the-scenes look based largely 
on the 1919 conference minutes, 
lost until accidentally rediscovered 
in 1975. The documents reveal the 
early 20th-century conflict that 
mirrors the current struggle within 
Adventism against fundamentalism. 
Lessons from history may well serve 
to prevent a repeat of  past mistakes!

This month at Personal 
Growth Marketplace

Grace Center
Fellowship Hall, North

Find groups and seminars that help you 
strengthen your spirituality, your health 
and your family.  Gatherings take place 
on Saturdays from  9:30-10:30 a.m. unless 
otherwise noted.

Traditional 
Sabbath School 
Quarterly
“Daniel,” 1st Quarter, 2020

English Language Study - Chapel
Armenian Language Study - Room 11

The Living 
Project
Classroom 4
A space where you can learn 
from other people’s stories 
and they can learn from your 
story.  This is a safe and open 
group that values authentic 
sharing.

L.A. Adventist 
Forum
LA Adventist Forum welcomes Dr. Loren 
Seibold, editor of Adventist Today and 
recently retired Adventist pastor (most 
recently in Ohio), for his topic "The Bible 
Story for the Me-Too Generation"

NOTE SPECIAL DATE AND TIME: 
March 14, 2020, 2:00 pm, Chapel
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open

E V E N T S

Saturday 
Worship 
& Events
Each Saturday morning, Courtyard Café is 
open for breakfast from 9:00-10:30 a.m. and 
Personal Growth Marketplace groups meet 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m.

7
MAR

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship and 
Introduction to Family Promise with 
Todd Leonard and Albert Hernandez, 
Sanctuary

28
MAR

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship with 
Mike Kim, Sanctuary

12:30 p.m. Potluck, Fellowship Hall 

14
MAR

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship with 
Loren Seibold, Sanctuary

2:00 p.m. L.A. Adventist Forum with 
Loren Seibold, Chapel

4:00 p.m. Second Saturday Concert, 
Sanctuary

21
MAR

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship with 
Todd Leonard, Sanctuary

12:30 p.m. Seniors Academy 
Luncheon, Fellowship Hall.

Providing safe places for children to learn 
about God, develop their faith, and learn 
how to love is one of  our highest priorities. 
Our staff  and volunteers are committed to 
your child’s safety and have all undergone 
background checks. All our gatherings for 
youth are grace places, emphasizing God’s 
love for us and our call to graciously love 
others no matter who they are or where 
they are from.

City 
Kids

10intersections



11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
City Kids Worship for all ages 
begins in the Multipurpose Room 
with Ms. Kathie’s Sing-a-long.  At 
11:15, the kids break out into 
age-appropriate worships with 
their friends:

City Kids Worship

Newborn-3 Years Room 2
(A parent/guardian must be present)
4-7 Years  Room 1
8-12 Years  Room 3

9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Courtyard
Arrive early and help yourself  to 
a light breakfast and beverage 
in the courtyard before worship 
service! You may also meet new 
people!

Breakfast & Fellowship

Marketplace Childcare
9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Classroom 2 
Now parents can attend a 
personal growth marketplace 
class while your kids have a fun, 
safe place just for them!

Children can be picked up at their 
designated classroom as soon as 
adult worship concludes.

Join us for worship each 
Saturday at
11:00 a.m. in the Open Door 
Café and Lounge
For more information, email Pastor Mike
(mikekim3@gmail.com), or check our weekly announcements in the bulletin.

City 
Kids

CityKids children’s ministry is 
looking for volunteers willing 
to help weekly , bi-weekly 
or monthly. Please contact 
Pastor Mike if interested.

Glendale City Church welcomes Hugh Gardner 
back home as our Open Door assistant leader.
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M A R C H  1 4 ,  4 : 0 0  P . M . 
W I L L I A M  F E A S L E Y 

S E R I E S  C O N C E R T S2020
SaturdaySecondM U S I C  AT  C I T Y  C H U R C H

Featuring classical guitarist, William Feasley presenting “Echoes of 
Goya” at 4 PM. Through the years Mr. Feasley has received numerous 
awards including: being the first guitarist to be awarded the 
Peabody Conservatory’s coveted Artist Diploma, a gold medal in 
the PanHellenic Guitar Competition in Athens. Selected to play for 
Andrés Segovia at the master’s historic last class at the University of 
Southern California in 1986, he was later featured on the CBS special, 
Eulogy of Segovia.

William has been a featured soloist at the Mertz International 
Guitar Festival in Bratislava, the Quito International Guitar Festival, 
the Cochabamba Guitar Festival in Bolivia, the Winter Festival in 
Sarajevo, the Forfest Contemporary Music Festival and the Stramberk 
Guitar Festival in the Czech Republic, the Gliwice International Guitar 
festival in Poland and the XI Lima International Guitar Festival. 

Recent tours have included Spain, the Caribbean, Greece, Serbia, 
Italy, Ecuador, New Zealand, Poland, Slovakia, Honduras, Peru, 
Bolivia, The Czech Republic, Slovenia, Bosnia, Australia, the United 
Kingdom, and Iceland.

The Second Saturday Series is funded entirely by free-will donations at the door, annual patron commitments and corporate sponsorships.  
Consider becoming one of our Friends of Music in 2020.  Your personal donation or corporate sponsorship brings excellent classical music 
to the city of Glendale all year round.  Email concert coordinator, Dave Ferguson today: djhome2@aol.com and let him know you’re joining 
Friends of Music!  To receive our monthly concert newsletter, visit www.GlendaleCityChurch.org/newsletter to sign up.
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g l e n d a l e n o o n c o n c e r t s . b l o g s p o t . c o m

GLENDALE NOON CONCERTS
Every 1st & 3rd Wed

12:10–12:40 p.m.

FREE ADMISSION
Relax During Your Lunch Hour With Live Music

MAR

4
MAR

18
BRENDAN WHITE - solo piano KEN AISO - violin

VALERIA MORGOVSKAYA - piano 

A Story from 
Caesura  

The students in the Caesura Youth Orchestra always make life interesting.  
Recently, when we were preparing for a concert, a student was told to 
practice over the weekend.  His response was, “Oh, that won’t be possible.”  
When asked why, he replied that his family would be out of town on a trip. 
Since the class meets on Wednesday and Thursday, he was instructed to 
practice before the weekend and on the Monday and Tuesday after. 

We thought the situation had been taken care of, until we discovered he 
left his instrument in the classroom when we were leaving to go home for 
the day.  So the teacher grabbed the instrument and rushed after him to 
his car.  The student was so surprised to see his instrument when it was 
handed to him and replied, “Practicing is evil”.  When his mother was told 
that he needed to practice before and after the weekend trip, she had a 
puzzled look on her face.  At that moment the student realized his ruse 
was up and confessed, “I lied, we’re not going anywhere.”   Totally busted!  
One never knows what to expect.
  
The Caesura Youth Orchestra began new recorder classes at the end of 
February at both schools.  A maximum of 25 students are allowed to sign-
up for each class.  All of the students will be preparing for performances in 
late April and early May.  Your support and prayers for these students are 
greatly appreciated.

To learn more about Caesura, visit their website:  
www.myCYO.org.

By Dave Ferguson 

A special bonus concert will be held at Glendale 
City on Thursday, March 12 at 8 pm.  The concert 
will feature father and son composers and 
artists, Robert and Jonah Sirota.  New York-
based composer/pianist Robert Sirota and Los 
Angeles-based composer/violist Jonah Sirota 
present individual works and a world premiere 
collaboration at Glendale City Church.  This 
concert is part of the Sirota @ 70 season, marking 
Robert Sirota's 70th birthday with concerts, 
commissions, and residencies across the U. S.  
Tickets are available through Eventbrite or with a 
suggested donation of $20 at the door. 

Bonus Concert 
Thursday

March 12, 8 p.m. 
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On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
At Saturday Worship  
   During offering collection with provided donation    
envelopes
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
In Your Estate Planning or By Stock Transfer
   Contact our Executive Office Manger, Serena Miller

How to Give

C H U R C H 
D I R E C T O R Y

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

CRAFT YOUR GIVING 
PLAN WITH PLEDGE+

Glendale City Church relies on your 
consistent and generous donations 
to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget 
and your Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports 
Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding 
of our congregation’s two full-time 
pastors.  Church Budget pays for our 
other part-time pastors and ministry 
staff, youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and 
so much more.  With Pledge+, you’re 
invited to target a portion of your 
donation to the ministry you’re most 
passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale 
City Church is tax-deductible. 
Annual donation receipts are 
distributed in January.

Thank you for believing in the mission 
of Glendale City Church!

Pastoral Staff
Todd Leonard, Senior x205
Mike Kim, Associate x206
Leif  Lind, Associate x207
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian x214
Vigen Khachatryan, Armenian x215
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach x219

Church Staff
Serena Miller, Executive Office Manager x202
Dean Vendouris, Treasurer x204
Mindi Rub, Clerk x221
Malisa Smith, A+ School Director x203
Anji Arm, City Kids x222
Clarissa Shan, Choral Director x223
Kemp Smeal, Organist x224
Dave Ferguson, Concerts x218

Phone System for Pastoral and Church Staff 
Dial 818-244-7241and enter the extension of the person 
you would like to reach. 

Church Officers
Head Elder & Church Board Chair – John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Elder – Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
Head Deacon – Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
Assistant Organist – Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
Audio Visual – Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
A+ School Board Chair – Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)

Giving through Jan 2020

Tithe
• Received      38,555
• Goal              24,379
• Difference   14,176

City Church Budget 
• Received     34,722
• Needed       43,100
• Difference  (8,378)
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F A C I L I T I E S  M A P

M A I N  L E V E L

L O W E R  L E V E L

• Metro Local 90, 91 and 
Glendale Beeline 3, 31, 32: 
stop at Glendale Ave. and 
California Ave. Walk one 
block west on California

• Metro Express 780, 180, 181 
and Glendale Beeline 4, 11: 
stop at corner of Broadway 
and Glendale Ave. Walk one 
block west on Broadway 
and two blocks north on 
Isabel St.

Transit Info
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610 E. California Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91206

818-244-7241
glendalesda@gmail.com

WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG

Glendale City Church
610 East California Avenue
Glendale, CA 91206-3701


