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At City Church, our mission is to reveal the love of Christ in 
all its tenderness and grandeur to the community in which 
we live. We desire to embrace the wonder of humanity in its 
complexity, diversity, and beauty — and to do so without 
precondition. In short, we yearn to reveal the splendor of 
Christ and to affi  rm the worth of all people.

Glendale City Church welcomes 
people of all backgrounds into 
our church community. We 
do not discriminate based on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
culture, wealth, education, or 
religious background. If you are 
learning to love God and others, 
you belong here. God excludes 
no one. Neither do we.

Intersections is a monthly 
publication of the Glendale 
City Church of Seventh-day 

Adventists

Finding God at the 
Intersection of Our Lives

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

adventistpeace.org

Revealing Christ, 
Affi rming All

Glendale City is a Christian church affi  liated with the Seventh-day Adventist 
denomination. Our congregation was one of the fi rst Adventist churches 
established in this part of Southern California.  While we continue to partner 
with this denomination, we are in a posture of protest against the unjust 
actions taken by our General Conference that attempt to undermine the 
contextualized work of the Adventist churches and centers of education in 
the Western United States.  We are in solidarity with the actions of our Pacifi c 
Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both women and men as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current science 

to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities
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Church vision is the topic for this month. If the 
church had eyes and vision, what is it looking at 
as it journeys on? What is its purpose? What is 
it trying to accomplish? Where is it trying to go 
today, tomorrow, and years from now? 

When I did triathlon races some years ago, the 
swimming part was done in the ocean or lakes 
where there were no fl oating lane markers. This 
meant I had to lift my head and look every few 
strokes to make sure I was going in the right 
direction. One time, when I wasn’t looking 
adequately, I kept going way past the turn-
around mark. I should have known something 
was wrong because I was swimming all alone. 
Finally, a lifeguard came and started making fun 
of me: “Where are trying to swim to? China?” 
That would be too far to swim — I would be 
really tired! 

It’s important for any endeavor to lift one’s head 
to look, to assess and evaluate where we’ve 
been and where we're going. That’s what we are 
doing at GCC this month.   

The challenge for our church or any church is to 
agree on what we are evaluating.

We are not always clear on what our purpose is.

What do you think the purpose of the church is? 
What are we trying to do as an organization, a 
community, as the body of Christ? Write down 
your answer here: 

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

When I was in seminary, I took more courses 
than my classmates because I was trying to do 
nine quarters worth of school in eight. Needless 
to say, things got hectic at times. One time, I 
turned in the New Testament class assignment 
to Christian Ethics by mistake. Before I realized 
what I had done, the teacher had already 
written on it, “Excellent work, but grade F. 
It doesn’t adequately meet the requirements 

P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R

By Mike Kim

The Purpose 
of the Church
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stipulated by the syllabus.”  He was being 
funny, I think. 

It’s true. If you are trying to go to Mexico but 
end up in Canada, it doesn’t matter if you get 
there in record time. So what is the purpose of 
the church? 

You might be surprised to hear, the purpose 
of the church has little to do with delivering 
excellent sermons, providing great music, or 
maintaining the beautiful buildings. Church 
should not be defi ned by its programs or 
worship services. Perhaps this is what church 
has become, but that’s not how it started.   

I heard Leland Kaiser once say in a speech, 
“in time, most institutions lose or forget the 
purpose for which they were founded in the 
fi rst place.” I think it’s easy to lose sight of why 
God gave us the church, and it’s great that we 
are spending a whole month as a church to 
remind ourselves of it. And as we lift our heads 
to see where we are swimming towards, I hope 

and pray that we see the mark clearly. Let me 
quote Russell Burrill from his book “Revolution 
in the Church”: 

“A well functioning church community is:
Defi ned by the quality of caring, not the age 
or size or the demographic make up of the 
church. It is a 'home' where one’s fears, joys, 
yearnings, and aspirations can be shared 
without fear of condemnation and rejection. 
It is a place to fi nd strength for daily battles, 
and a place to fi nd a supportive community 
for that struggle. It is where God’s love is 
experienced in a concrete way through His 
people. It is where imperfections are accepted 
… where people discover their greatest 
potential … where they feel loved. It is a 
place where distinctions of personal rights, 
possessions, thoughts, emotions, and actions 
are submerged in commitment to each other 
and the Kingdom of God.” 

By Mike Kim
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BY VICTORIA LUCERO

M A K I N G  T H E  C H U R C H  A  T R U E  S A N C T U A R Y

End It Now Summit
on Abuse: A Review
The End it Now Summit on Abuse, the fourth of its 
kind, was held September 4, 2019 on the campus of 
Andrews University. It was broadcast live, in hopes that 
Seventh-day Adventists everywhere would watch it. (You 
can still view it, archived on their website https://www.
enditnownorthamerica.org/watch2019.) 

The presentation was by no means a complete and 
comprehensive summit on abuse; however, the topics 
presented this year were some of the most “let’s get real” 
topics ever addressed. Seminars like this give all church 
members the tools and knowledge to help put a stop to 
abuse for victims, as well as the know-how to help victims 
and their abusers. There were several speakers ranging 
from church leaders, advocates of abuse, victims sharing 
their stories, and educators. 

The presentation opened with a welcome message from 
Ivan Williams, NAD Ministerial Associate Director, and 
Esther R. Knott, NAD Ministerial Associate Director and 
InMinistry Center Director. Elder Knott addressed the fact 
that this is a topic that the church is still uncomfortable 
with. She believes, however, that it is important that we talk 
about it, since not only should we help the abused, but the 
abuser as well.  She believes that we’re not truly helping 
the abused unless we also help the abuser understand the 
harm they’re doing and help them change their behavior. 

Julio Munoz, NAD Communications Associate Director 
was the host and began the Summit with a “reality check” 
poll where viewers could answer anonymous questions by 
phone, with poll results appearing on-screen immediately. 
Questions that were asked of participants included yes-
and-no questions about depression, drug use, being a 
victim or abuser, self-harm, and watching pornography. 
The answers appeared to be honest, and some were 
unexpected. Real issues touch everyone’s lives, and this is 
the “context in which we minister to others.”

In the following paragraphs you’ll find quotes and 
summaries of each presentation 

“We must become involved because ONE is TOO MANY.”
The first speaker was René D. Drumm, MSW, PhD, Professor 
of Social Work, University of Southern Mississippi, leading 
the conversation with a video presentation on an extreme 
abuse case, and laying the foundation in identifying what 
abuse is and is not.

“Any man, be he minister or layman, who 
seeks to compel or control the reason of 

another man, becomes an agent of Satan, to do his work, 
and in the sight of the heavenly universe he bears the 
mark of Cain.” (Manuscript 29, 1911; 1BC 1087.3) 
David Sedlacek, PhD, MSW, SFLE addressed “Spiritual/
Religious Abuse” and how it can affect everyone, regardless 
of age or gender. He also described who can be an abuser, 
as well how to identify an abuser. His findings showed that 
there is an intersectionality between physical and spiritual 
abuse — one form of abuse often follows the other. 

“Abuse is the Number One threat to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.”
Ruben Muriente Delgado, Outreach Coordinator, Family 
Justice Center. He addressed the topic of children and 
domestic violence, and the impact it has on them mentally 
and physically. Often we see physical repercussions, 
but there are studies that show abuse has an effect on 
neurological development as well. Our role is to care for 
children in the simplest way if we suspect or see something 
amiss: Ask children how they are feeling, or what is going 
on, especially if there are outbursts. We must provide a safe 
space for them. Children who do not receive proper help 
in addressing their traumas will most likely repeatedly be 
trauma victims, or will engage in behaviors that will further 
debilitate them physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 
Delgado advocates that our Academies should have 
mental health providers and social workers. He admonishes 
that those who have any influence at their local Academy 
should use their influence to make that happen. 

“Heart work is the hardest work.” 
Mindy Salyers, Adventist Educator, School Counselor, and 
Bullying Prevention Specialist, La Sierra University. Salyers’ 
two-year old daughter was bullied in a schoolyard by 
another child of a Christian mother. Bullying can happen to 
anyone, at any age. It is preventable, it happens across all 
demographics, is present in faith-based communities, and 
is a prevalent human behavior that is both historical and 
biblical (she emphasizes the stories of Esther and of Joseph 
and his brothers). Salyers identifies, clarifies, and teaches 
others how to properly confront their bullies, or stand up 
for others.

“We may not be able to stop the world from exploiting 
women, sexualizing them and using them as 
commodities, but we can control the consumption of 
this material and we can educate the church about the 
devastating dangers.”
Stanley Stevenson, MA, MSW, Social Services Regional 
Director, Mississippi Department of Health. His three 
presentation objectives were: (a) for the viewers to 
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know that violence towards women may be related 
to pornography; (b) pornography use breaks down 
marriage relationships; and (c) addiction to pornography 
is treatable (siting resources). He addressed how media 
may also be guilty of sexualizing what they aim to 
advertise or sell. This careless exposure of sexualization 
and objectification can lead to insecurity in youth, with 
negative mental health consequences. 

“What to do is believe the victim, do not shame them. 
‘Have I now become your enemy for telling you the 
truth?’ (Galatians 4:16).” 
Latoya Wright, Survivor/Victim Advocate, Andrews 
University seminary student, shared her story of 
abuse. She shared her anger at the way her church 
encouraged her to stay in an abusive marriage and to 
deal with all that she was going through (because she 
was undocumented, and he was a “handsome guy” 
with a job). Her congregation turned on her when she 
sought a restraining order against her abusive husband 
and got a divorce. The church even went so far as to 
petition the court on behalf of her ex-husband to not 
give her anything in the divorce — all because they 
thought she was being “un-Christian.” “It was by God’s grace alone that I stayed 
[in that church] for those couple of years [after the divorce],” she said, “and what 
I learned was patience, and what I learned was forgiveness. But it did not negate 
the accountability they needed to have, and it did not negate my responsibility 
to keep shining the light of what not to do in your church. What to do is to show 
grace. What to do is to make sure no one is left behind, that no one is outside, that 
no one is taken advantage of.”

“Let God protect his own reputation; you take care of the wounded … because 
handling abuse openly and transparently in the church does not mean we 
are airing our dirty laundry — do you know what it tells the world? We do the 
laundry.”
Sarah McDugal, Abuse Recover Coach, WILD (Women in Leadership Development). 
If an abuse victim has the courage to come forward to share with their pastor or 
fellow church member that they are being victimized and we do not believe them, 
that is double abuse. It diminishes, dismisses, disregards, and denies their story, and 
it sends a message that God does not care. Reports show that 1 in 10 young adults 
leaves the church over the way the church responded to their abuse. It is important 
to avoid double abuse by listening to the victim, though it may be uncomfortable; 
though their abuser may have never done anything to you personally, you have to 
trust that the person you are listening to is telling the truth. The pitfall of the church 
is worrying about the damage this information will do to the organization: “What 
is more harming to God’s reputation: For the world to find out that a sinful person 
in the church did some sinful things and the church stood up, dealt with it and 
handled the problem; or for the world to find out that the church surrounded the 
sinful person, told all the victims to shut up, and swept everything under the rug?”

“We trust ourselves way too much … We need to have a much more humble 
relationship with truth.” 
The last presenter, Thomas Pryde, director and founder of The Psalm 82 Initiative, 
wanted to drive home the fact that we all have blind spots in what we think we 
know, whether we be pastor or layperson. The speaker provided tools for us to 
have a healthy doubt, enabling us to be open and receptive when an abused 
person approaches us for help. 

The Church, for all its good, can also be a bad place. We must always be aware of 
what is going on in the Body of Christ, so that when there is malice or wrong we are 
prepared to defend the defenseless. And this can be difficult, for often the abuser 
is someone in power. Seminars like End it Now must be taken seriously; we must 
implement what we learn from these speakers, and educate ourselves further. The 
Body of Christ must be a healthy place for all, and a true sanctuary for the wounded 
to heal.

Resources

The speakers of the Summit provided 
many good resources for victims of abuse. 
The End It Now website is a source of 
information, but they would also like 
you to know that they are not a crisis 
management organization. If you need 
help now, contact:

National Domestic Violence Hotline
Talk to a counselor by:
Live Chat at www.thehotline.org 
Phone at 800-799-7233

For educational materials from End It Now, 
visit www.enditnownorthamerica.org.  There 
you’ll find the following:

"Child Protection"
"Dealing with Sexual Predators in Church"
"Healthy Boundaries for Spiritual Leaders"
"ALC Sexual Abuse Course"
"GET HELP"
"What Pastors Can Do",
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This month at Personal 
Growth Marketplace

P E R S O N A L  G R O W T H  M A R K E T P L A C E

Find groups and seminars that help you strengthen your spirituality, 
your health and your family.  Gatherings take place on Saturdays 
from  9:30-10:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted.

“Ezra and Nehemiah”

English Language Study - Chapel
Armenian Language Study - Room 11

Current Book Study: 
“Inspired: Slaying Giants, 
Walking on Water, and 
Loving the Bible Again"

This new book by Rachel Held Evans asks what does it mean 
to say the Bible is “inspired”? Growing up as a fundamentalist 
Christian, losing her faith, and fi nding it again, Rachel examines 
this and other questions. Three quotes from her book, published 
shortly before her untimely death this year:

• “I have come to regard with some suspicion those who claim 
that the Bible never troubles them. I can only assume this means 
they haven’t actually read it.”
• “If we train ourselves not to ask hard questions about the Bible 
... how will we know when we’ve got it wrong?”
• “What I love about the Bible is the story isn’t over. There are 
still prophets in our midst. There are still dragons and beasts. It 
might not look like it, but the Resistance is winning. The light is 
breaking through.”

Come and be prepared to be enlightened as 
we discuss together!

Traditional Sabbath 
School Quarterly

Grace Center 
Fellowship Hall, 
North 

The Living Project
Classroom 4
A space where you can learn from other 
people’s stories and they can learn 
from your story.  This is a safe and open 
group that values authentic sharing.

Seniors Academy
Fellowship Hall, North 
October 19, 12:30 p.m.
Each third Saturday of the month we provide 
a special meal and fellowship time for 
members in the "third half of life," as well as 
seeking to address questions you as seniors 
may have. Rev. Karen Berns, Presbyterian 
pastor who served fi ve congregations 
before retiring in 2015, will be sharing her 
experiences on “Pilgrimage to Holy Places 
and Our Lives”, including reminiscing on her 
pilgrimage along the historic Camino de 
Santiago in Spain.
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16
OCT

Brendan White, piano
Cohn, Gianopoulos, and 
Mason

g l e n d a l e n o o n c o n c e r t s . b l o g s p o t . c o m

GLENDALE NOON CONCERTS
Every 1st & 3rd Wed
12:10–12:40 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION

Relax During Your Lunch Hour With Live Music

Saturday
S E R I E S  C O N C E R T

Second

Lyndon Johnston Taylor, violin
Hyewon Cho, piano 
Michael Larco, violist

Presenting music by Grieg, Mozart and Gershwin. 
Lyndon Johnston Taylor is the principal second violin for the Los Angeles Philharmonic. Taylor 

has taught at University of Redlands, Andrews University, La Sierra University, and the USC 
Thornton School of Music. He is currently the Benjamin H. Culley Teaching Artist in Residence at 
Occidental College. Taylor’s orchestral career began as concertmaster of both the Redlands and 
Riverside symphony orchestras. He was also a member of the Concerto Soloists of Philadelphia. 

From 2007-2011, Taylor served as Assistant Concertmaster for the New Zealand Symphony.

M U S I C  AT  C I T Y  C H U R C H



E V E N T S

Each Saturday morning, Courtyard Cafe is open for 
breakfast from 9:00-10:30 a.m. and Personal Growth 
Marketplace groups meet from 9:30-10:30 a.m.

12
OCT Communion with

Todd Leonard
11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. Second Saturday Series 
   Concert

5
OCT

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary

Morning Worship with
Mike Kim

19
OCT

Morning Worship with
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson

11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
12:30 p.m. Seniors Academy, 
    Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m. CityKids Courtyard      
    Campfi re

Saturday 
Worship & Events

11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
12:30 p.m. Potluck, Fellowship Hall
3:00 p.m. L.A. Adventist Forum, 
   Chapel

11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary

26
OCT

Morning Worship with
Leif Lind

City Church will help our friends at First 
United Methodist by hosting one of their 
Sunday Lunch Program.  If you can help serve 
food, set up tables & chairs, clean up the 
dining room or be a good conversationalist 
who mixes and mingles with guests, please 
contact Nathan Ramasamy and let him 
know you’re on board: 
natejs2013@gmail.com, 818-319-7141

City Church will help our friends at First 
United Methodist by hosting one of their 

20
OCT

Sunday Lunch programs, 
Fellowship Hall, noon
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Bring your family to the church courtyard 
for a fun evening of campfi re songs, 
s’mores and fun and games for all ages!

Courtyard
Campfi re

Providing safe places for children to learn about God, 
develop their faith, and learn how to love is one of 
our highest priorities. Our staff  and volunteers are 

committed to your child’s safety and have all undergone 
background checks. All our gatherings for youth are 
grace places, emphasizing God’s love for us and our 

call to graciously love others no matter who they are or 
where they are from.

11:00 -12:15 p.m.,
City Kids Worship kicks off  at 
11:00 a.m. in the lower level 
Multipurpose Room.  Parents can 
check in their children beginning 
at 10:45 a.m.  At 11:00, your kids 
will engage with Pastor Mike and 
the City Kids Team in song and 
story.  At 11:15, they’ll break out 
into diff erent age-appropriate 
worship options with their friends:

City Kids Worship

Newborn to 3 years  Room 2
(parents must be present)
4 to 7 years   Room 1
8 to 10 years  Room 3
11 to 13 years  Room 4

9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Courtyard
Arrive early and help yourself to 
a light breakfast and beverage 
in the courtyard before worship 
service! You may also meet new 
people!

Breakfast & 
Fellowship

Marketplace Childcare
9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Classroom 2
Now parents can attend a personal 
growth marketplace class while your 
kids have a fun, safe place just for them!

C I T Y  K I D S

CITY KIDS

October 19, 6:30 PM

Parents can pick up their children 
at their designated classroom as 
soon as adult worship concludes 
(12:15 p.m.).
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Join us for worship each 
Saturday at 11:00 a.m.
in the Open Door Café 
and Lounge

For more information, email Pastors Mike and Lemar
(mikekim3@gmail.com, lpsandiford@gmail.com), 
or check our weekly announcements in the bulletin.

open
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On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
At Saturday Worship 
   During off ering collection with provided donation 
envelopes, or at the giving kiosk in the foyer
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
Through Stock Transfer
   Please contact our treasurer, Dean Vendouris
In Your Estate Planning
   Please contact Victoria Lucero at the church offi  ce

How to Give

Pastoral Staff 
Todd Leonard, Senior x205
Mike Kim, Associate x206
Leif  Lind, Church Administration x207
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian x214
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach x219
Lemar Sandiford, Youth x220

Church Staff 
Victoria Lucero, Secretary  x202
Dean Vendouris, Treasurer x204
Wayne Libby, Facilities Administrator x214
Mindi Rub, Clerk x221
Malisa Smith, A+ School Director x203
Anji Arm, City Kids x222
Clarissa Shan, Choral Director x223
Kemp Smeal, Organist x224
Dave Ferguson, Concerts x218

C H U R C H 
D I R E C T O R Y

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

CRAFT YOUR GIVING 
PLAN WITH PLEDGE+

Glendale City Church relies on your 
consistent and generous donations 
to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget 
and your Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports 
Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding 
of our congregation’s two full-time 
pastors.  Church Budget pays for our 
other part-time pastors and ministry 
staff , youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and 
so much more.  With Pledge+, you’re 
invited to target a portion of your 
donation to the ministry you’re most 
passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale 
City Church is tax-deductible. 
Annual donation receipts are 
distributed in January.

Thank you for believing in the mission 
of Glendale City Church!

New Phone System For Pastoral & Church Staff . 
Dial 818-244-7241and enter the extension of the person 
you would like to reach. 

Church Offi  cers
• Head Elder & Church Board Chair – John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
• Head Elder – Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
• Head Deacon – Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
• Assistant Organist – Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
• Audio Visual – Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
• A+ School Board Chair – Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)

Giving through July 2019

Tithe
• Received  198,999
• Goal           207,662
• Shortfall   <8,663>

City Church Budget 
• Received  229,356
• Goal           302,183
• Shortfall   <72,827>
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F A C I L I T I E S  M A P

M A I N  L E V E L

L O W E R  L E V E L

• Metro Local 90, 91 and 
Glendale Beeline 3, 31, 32: 
stop at Glendale Ave. and 
California Ave. Walk one 
block west on California

• Metro Express 780, 180, 181 
and Glendale Beeline 4, 11: 
stop at corner of Broadway 
and Glendale Ave. Walk one 
block west on Broadway 
and two blocks north on 
Isabel St.

Transit Info

Want to Continue to Receive 
Intersections by Mail?

For the past year, each month’s 
edition of our magazine has been 
mailed to all local members of 
the Glendale City Church family 
so you can stay informed and 
inspired about what’s happening 
at your church.  We want to 
continue mailing it to you if you 
enjoy receiving it.  But if you aren’t 
interested in receiving it, we don’t 
want to bother you.  

Please let us know if you 
would like us to keep receiving 
Intersections by mail.  Contact 
the church offi  ce and let our 
secretary, Victoria Lucero, know 
you want to stay subscribed: 
818.244.7241 x202, glendalesda@
gmail.com, or 610 E California Ave, 
Glendale, CA 91206.  

If we hear from you, your 
subscription will continue, 
uninterrupted.  If we don’t hear 
from you, you will be removed from 
the mailing list at the end of 2019.
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610 E. California Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91206

818-244-7241
glendalesda@gmail.com

WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG

Glendale City Church
610 East California Avenue
Glendale, CA 91206-3701

PRESORT STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PASADENA, CA

PERMIT #740


