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At City Church, our mission is to reveal the love of Christ in 
all its tenderness and grandeur to the community in which 
we live. We desire to embrace the wonder of humanity in its 
complexity, diversity, and beauty — and to do so without 
precondition. In short, we yearn to reveal the splendor of 
Christ and to a�  rm the worth of all people.

Glendale City Church welcomes 
people of all backgrounds into 
our church community. We 
do not discriminate based on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
culture, wealth, education, or 
religious background. If you are 
learning to love God and others, 
you belong here. God excludes 
no one. Neither do we.

Intersections is a monthly 
publication of the Glendale 
City Church of Seventh-day 

Adventists

Finding God at the 
Intersection of Our Lives

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

adventistpeace.org

Revealing Christ, 
Affi rming All

Glendale City is a Christian church a�  liated with the Seventh-day Adventist 
denomination. Our congregation was one of the � rst Adventist churches 
established in this part of Southern California.  While we continue to partner 
with this denomination, we are in a posture of protest against the unjust 
actions taken by our General Conference that attempt to undermine the 
contextualized work of the Adventist churches and centers of education in 
the Western United States.  We are in solidarity with the actions of our Paci� c 
Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both women and men as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current science 

to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities
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On August 24, during our special worship of thanksgiving 
to God for the gift of Pastor Leif to this church, our choral 
director, Clarissa Shan, and her husband, Drew Lewis, 
sang a duet of the classic Twila Paris song, How Beautiful. 
The fi rst two verses sing words of praise to Jesus, 
describing the beauty of Christ through his words, actions 
and sacrifi ce for humanity. Then the song transitions 
to singing in praise of people who strive to walk in the 
footsteps of Jesus, for how they as the church — through 
word, deed and sacrifi ce — are also the beautiful body 
of Christ. The conceit of the song is that the exact same 
words that are sung in verse one in praise of Jesus 
are sung in the last verse in praise of the church. How 
beautiful, how beautiful indeed, is the body of Christ — 
Jesus, you and me, and anyone who comes together to 
minister the tangible love and compassion of Christ.  

At this time of year, I spend a lot of extra time refl ecting 
on the beauty of the ever-growing and changing body of 
Christ here at Glendale City. I spend time going over your 
names in our members and friends directory, I discuss 
you with our pastoral staff  and ministry leaders, and I am 
much more attuned to what you do week in and week 
out to bless others.  

I notice Gail bringing fresh fl owers and Lillian arranging 
them each Saturday morning for use in the sanctuary. I 
pass Kris as he sets up directional signs and unlocks the 
campus each week at 8:00 a.m. I watch Jacquie, Allan, Ken 
and the breakfast team preparing food Friday nights and 
serving Sabbath mornings. I feel the warmth of welcome 

from Lela and the greeter team.  I catch a 
glimpse of Glenda and Mario restocking 
envelopes and cards in the sanctuary.  

I hear the gossip about people like Barbara and Eleanor 
checking in by phone, letter or visit with members near 
and far. I spend many weeknights in our council room 
with people like Dean, Myron and Ruth, Sandy, Glen 
and Mindi reviewing budgets and spreadsheets, human 
resource issues and operational policies.  

I watch the Ramasamy family and Cheri Watson prepare 
delicious feasts for 50 or so neighbors on the street that 
we welcome each Sunday in May. I discover Joe and 
Lyndon off ering their talents in service to Communitas. 
I treasure the tears of gratitude in the eyes of those who 
receive a prayer quilt lovingly made by Evie, Kay, Anna, 
Evelyn, Judith and Wanda. I get winded trying to keep up 
with Dave as he coordinates Caesura Youth Orchestra and 
keeps our sanctuary hopping with great concerts every 
month.  

And this doesn’t even begin to touch on all that each of 
you do to serve your families, your neighborhoods, and 
your colleagues and clients on the job.  Hundreds of times 
each day around greater Los Angeles, you bring the love 
of Christ to those around you. When I take the time to see 
what you each do, I am overwhelmed with your beauty. 
And Christ becomes profoundly real to me.  

How beautiful the radiant bride
Who waits for her Groom with His light in her eyes
How beautiful when humble hearts give
The fruit of pure lives so that others may live
How beautiful, how beautiful, how beautiful is the body of 
Christ.

P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R

how
Beautiful

By Todd Leonard

How beautiful the feet that bring
The sound of good news and the love of the King
How beautiful the hands that serve
The wine and the bread and the sons of the Earth
How beautiful, how beautiful, how beautiful is the body of Christ

--From How Beautiful, Twila Paris, 1990 
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When the dream of The Communitas Initiative began six years ago, our mission was to fi nd a way to 
bring the collective people- and resource-power of local congregations, non-profi ts, businesses and 
governments to help people get back on their feet.  We had the mission, but we needed someone to 
point the way and create a model that would make this dream become a reality.  Jason Schlatter was 
that person.  For the past fi ve years, as executive director, he developed and staff ed what are now the 
signature programs and services of Communitas.  

Jason concluded his work as executive director at the end of July to grow and develop his personal 
consulting fi rm.  While we will profoundly miss Jason and the great work he has done, we are happy 
to say that our work will continue, uninterrupted.  We are staff ed and funded thanks to Jason’s on-the-
ground work; the great staff  who walk, step by step, with our participants; our personal donors and 
corporate sponsors who provide the fuel for this work; and the behind-the-scenes tangible support of 
those of us on the governing board.  

Thanks to everyone at Glendale City Church for continuing to support our work in so many ways.  
Communitas wouldn’t be where it is today without you!

If you would like to learn more about Communitas, visit www.GlendaleCommunitasInitiative.org  
—Todd Leonard, President

Communitas update
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BY JONATHAN NUNEZ

B e l o n g i n g :

GIVING Back
 If you didn’t know me, you probably would never know 
that I am part Peruvian, so this trip meant a lot more to me than 
just an average mission trip. My father and grandmother have 
taught me about my Peruvian heritage, and I have always been 
proud of it. The Peruvians in my life have given me so much, 
so when the opportunity to go to Peru came up, I realized I 
wanted to give back to my people. This was my fi rst time to 
Peru.

 I have been attending La Sierra University for the last 
two years. I learned about the mission trip to Peru through a 
friend who knows about my Peruvian pride. It was a mission 
trip through Adventist Development Relief Agency (ADRA). 
The main goal for this trip was to build a couple of educational 
classrooms for children from two neighboring communities.  
The people from these communities also participated in this 
project. There was a total of 75 volunteers combined working 
on this project — from both my school and the communities 
— as varying ages, grades, and backgrounds came together. It 
was great to see so many people coming together and helping 
those less fortunate.

 There was plenty of work to go around when we 
fi rst got to the work site, but everyone was raring to go and 
excited to get started. We were fi rst separated into groups and 
the work was distributed among the groups. Each group also 
had a leader who was able to communicate in Spanish to the 
contracted workers who then guided us in the right direction 
(I was brought up to speak Spanish, and it was good to know 
I had been taught well). Once we were told what our job for 
the day was, we would set out and get to work. The jobs we 
did varied depending on what you got assigned that day. 
Some people leveled the land using picks and shovels, some 
would help by sifting sand, others would make cement for the 
fl ooring. Everyone put their all into what they did and worked 
together smoothly. It was good to have a work-buddy — 
someone to talk with when working, which made the time go 
by quickly.
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 From 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. we would 
work with water and lunch breaks. When we 
were fi nished with the day’s work, we would 
all hop back in the buses and head back to 
camp. There we would clean up, eat, and 
enjoy each other’s company by celebrating 
in the glory of God. By the time we fi nished 
worship, it was dark, and if you looked up in 
the sky, you could see the stars as clear as day. 
It was honestly one of my favorite parts of the 
trip, viewing the beauty of the world around 
us. Lights out was at 10:00 p.m., so during the 
free time I had, I would spend time with the 
new friends I made or occasionally go on a 
little walk around camp, soaking up the world 
around me. I am very fond of animals, so three 
of the camp dogs became my friends.

 Honestly, this trip really inspired me to 
help others more. It taught me to look at the 
bigger picture and not think solely of myself, 
but to think of others fi rst. The amazing 
people I met, from the workers, to the people 
who worked with ADRA, to the “Four Boys in 
a Tent” boy band I became a part of, all these 
experiences, I will never forget them. If you 
can, I would highly recommend going on 
a trip such as this. ADRA really cares about 
helping communities all around the world, 
and by volunteering, you can also experience 
the wonders of helping those in need. So 
take the plunge and sign up for an ADRA trip! 
Maybe I’ll see you there.
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This month at Personal 
Growth Marketplace

P E R S O N A L  G R O W T H  M A R K E T P L A C E

Find groups and seminars that help you strengthen your spirituality, 
your health and your family.  Gatherings take place on Saturdays 
from  9:30-10:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted.

“The Least of These”

English Language Study - Chapel
Armenian Language Study - Room 11

Current Book Study: 
“Inspired: Slaying Giants, 
Walking on Water, and 
Loving the Bible Again"

This new book by Rachel Held 
Evans asks what does it mean to say the Bible is “inspired”? 
Growing up as a fundamentalist Christian, losing her faith, and 
finding it again, Rachel examines this and other questions. Three 
quotes from her book, published shortly before her untimely 
death this year:

• “I have come to regard with some suspicion those who claim 
that the Bible never troubles them. I can only assume this means 
they haven’t actually read it.”
• “If we train ourselves not to ask hard questions about the Bible 
... how will we know when we’ve got it wrong?”
• “What I love about the Bible is the story isn’t over. There are 
still prophets in our midst. There are still dragons and beasts. It 
might not look like it, but the Resistance is winning. The light is 
breaking through.”

Come and be prepared to be enlightened as 
we discuss together!

Traditional Sabbath 
School Quarterly

Grace Center 
Fellowship Hall, 
North 

The Living Project 
Classroom 4

A space where you can learn from other 
people’s stories and they can learn 
from your story.  This is a safe and open 
group that values authentic sharing.

Seniors Academy
Fellowship Hall, North 
September 21, 12:30 p.m.
Each third Saturday of the month we 
provide a special meal and fellowship 
time for members in the "third half 
of life," as well as seeking to address 
questions you as seniors may have. 
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E V E N T S

Each Saturday morning, our Courtyard Café opens for 
breakfast at 9:00 and remains open until the end of 
Personal Growth Marketplace groups at 10:30.

14
SEP Morning Worship with

Todd Leonard
9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
Pastor Todd continues his series.
5:00 p.m. Second Saturday Series 
   Concert

7
SEP

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
Pastor Todd continues his series, “Right 
There All Along: Refi ning Our Vision to 
See the Always-Present Christ.”

Morning Worship with
Todd Leonard

21
SEP

Morning Worship with
Todd Leonard
9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
Pastor Todd continues his series.
12:30 p.m. Seniors Academy, 
    Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m. CityKids Courtyard      
    Campfi re

Saturday 
Worship & Events

Pastor Todd’s
August & September Sermon Series

RIGHT THERE
ALL ALONG

REFINING OUR VISION TO SEE THE
ALWAYS-PRESENT CHRIST

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
12:30 p.m. Potluck, Fellowship Hall
1:00 p.m. Volunteer Vision Session
     and Ministry Team Meetings
3:00 p.m. L.A. Adventist Forum, 
   Chapel

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary

28
SEP

Ministry Volunteer 
Celebration

MINISTRY
VOLUNTEER
CELEBRATION 
MONTH

Saturday, September 28
Glendale City Church loves its 

ministry volunteers!
We want to celebrate the gift that you are to our 

congregation and want to dedicate you to God as 
you begin (or continue) your ministry here. 

Join us on September 28 for a special morning 
worship, potluck luncheon, and vision and ministry 
planning session. Our time together will conclude 

by 2:30 p.m.
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4
SEP

Cesar Franck Piano Quintet
in F minor

18
SEP

Ergo Musica
Adriana Zoppo - viola d'amore

g l e n d a l e n o o n c o n c e r t s . b l o g s p o t . c o m

GLENDALE NOON CONCERTS
Every 1st & 3rd Wed
12:10–12:40 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION

Relax During Your Lunch Hour With Live Music

Saturday
S E R I E S  C O N C E R T

Second
Trojan Brass Ensemble
September 14 at 5 PM

The Caesura Youth Orchestra will begin its sixth year of classes after Labor Day at two 
local elementary schools.  CYO is currently gathering funds to make sure all instruments 

are ready for students and covering our required insurance for the school year.  If you 
would like to provide support, please visit the website: www.mycyo.org or send a check 

payable to CYO to the church, attention: CYO/Dave Ferguson.

M U S I C  AT  C I T Y  C H U R C H
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Bring your family to the church courtyard 
for a fun evening of campfi re songs, 
s’mores and fun and games for all ages!

Courtyard
Campfi re

Providing safe places for children to learn about God, 
develop their faith, and learn how to love is one of 
our highest priorities. Our staff  and volunteers are 

committed to your child’s safety and have all undergone 
background checks. All our gatherings for youth are 
grace places, emphasizing God’s love for us and our 

call to graciously love others no matter who they are or 
where they are from.

11:00 -12:15 p.m.,
City Kids Worship kicks off  at 
11:00 a.m. in the lower level 
Multipurpose Room.  Parents can 
check in their children beginning 
at 10:45 a.m.  At 11:00, your kids 
will engage with Pastor Mike and 
the City Kids Team in song and 
story.  At 11:15, they’ll break out 
into diff erent age-appropriate 
worship options with their friends:

City Kids Worship

Newborn to 3 years  Room 2
(parents must be present)
4 to 7 years   Room 1
8 to 10 years  Room 3
11 to 13 years  Room 4

9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Courtyard
Arrive early and help yourself to 
a light breakfast and beverage 
in the courtyard before worship 
service! You may also meet new 
people!

Breakfast & 
Fellowship

Marketplace Childcare
9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Classroom 2
Now parents can attend a personal 
growth marketplace class while your 
kids have a fun, safe place just for them!

C I T Y  K I D S

CITY KIDS

September 21, 6:30 PM

Parents can pick up their children 
at their designated classroom as 
soon as adult worship concludes 
(12:15 p.m.).
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Join us for worship each Saturday at 11:00 a.m.
in the Open Door Café and Lounge

Laser Tag! September 21, 7pm at Zone Laser Tag Fun Center. 

For more information, email Pastors Mike and Lemar
(mikekim3@gmail.com, lpsandiford@gmail.com), 

or check our weekly announcements in the bulletin.

Open Door had a fun summer!
Let's have more fun in the fall!

open
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On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
At Saturday Worship 
   During o� ering collection with provided donation 
envelopes, or at the giving kiosk in the foyer
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
Through Stock Transfer
   Please contact our treasurer, Dean Vendouris
In Your Estate Planning
   Please contact Victoria Lucero at the church o�  ce

How to Give

Pastoral Staff 
Todd Leonard, Senior x205
Mike Kim, Associate x206
Leif  Lind, Church Administration x207
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian x214
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach x219
Lemar Sandiford, Youth x220

Church Staff 
Victoria Lucero, Secretary  x202
Dean Vendouris, Treasurer x204
Wayne Libby, Facilities Administrator x214
Mindi Rub, Clerk x221
Malisa Smith, A+ School Director x203
Anji Arm, City Kids x222
Clarissa Shan, Choral Director x223
Kemp Smeal, Organist x224
Dave Ferguson, Concerts x218

C H U R C H 
D I R E C T O R Y

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

CRAFT YOUR GIVING 
PLAN WITH PLEDGE+

Glendale City Church relies on your 
consistent and generous donations 
to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget 
and your Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports 
Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding 
of our congregation’s two full-time 
pastors.  Church Budget pays for our 
other part-time pastors and ministry 
staff , youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and 
so much more.  With Pledge+, you’re 
invited to target a portion of your 
donation to the ministry you’re most 
passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale 
City Church is tax-deductible. 
Annual donation receipts are 
distributed in January.

Thank you for believing in the mission 
of Glendale City Church!

New Phone System For Pastoral & Church Staff . 
Dial 818-244-7241and enter the extention of the person 
you would like to reach. 

Church Offi  cers
• Head Elder & Church Board Chair – John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
• Head Elder – Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
• Head Deacon – Ronald Matusea (818-730-0350)
• Head Deacon – Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
• Assistant Organist – Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
• Audio Visual – Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
• A+ School Board Chair – Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)

Giving through July 2019

Tithe
• Received  198,999
• Goal           207,662
• Shortfall   <8,663>

City Church Budget 
• Received  229,356
• Goal           302,183
• Shortfall   <72,827>
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F A C I L I T I E S  M A P

M A I N  L E V E L

L O W E R  L E V E L

• Metro Local 90, 91 and 
Glendale Beeline 3, 31, 32: 
stop at Glendale Ave. and 
California Ave. Walk one 
block west on California

• Metro Express 780, 180, 181 
and Glendale Beeline 4, 11: 
stop at corner of Broadway 
and Glendale Ave. Walk one 
block west on Broadway 
and two blocks north on 
Isabel St.

Transit Info
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610 E. California Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91206

818-244-7241
glendalesda@gmail.com

WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG

Glendale City Church
610 East California Avenue
Glendale, CA 91206-3701
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