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At City Church, our mission is to reveal the love of Christ in 
all its tenderness and grandeur to the community in which 
we live. We desire to embrace the wonder of humanity in its 
complexity, diversity, and beauty — and to do so without 
precondition. In short, we yearn to reveal the splendor of 
Christ and to affi  rm the worth of all people.

Glendale City Church welcomes 
people of all backgrounds into 
our church community. We 
do not discriminate based on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
culture, wealth, education, or 
religious background. If you are 
learning to love God and others, 
you belong here. God excludes 
no one. Neither do we.

Intersections is a monthly 
publication of the Glendale 
City Church of Seventh-day 

Adventists

Finding God at the 
Intersection of Our Lives

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

adventistpeace.org

Revealing Christ, 
Affi rming All

Glendale City is a Christian church affi  liated with the Seventh-day Adventist 
denomination. Our congregation was one of the fi rst Adventist churches 
established in this part of Southern California.  While we continue to partner 
with this denomination, we are in a posture of protest against the unjust 
actions taken by our General Conference that attempt to undermine the 
contextualized work of the Adventist churches and centers of education in 
the Western United States.  We are in solidarity with the actions of our Pacifi c 
Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both women and men as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current science 

to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities
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P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R

It's who we 
are...not 
what we do

By Leif T. Lind

How much are you worth? According to a 2010 Mayo Clinic newsletter, our body 
components amount to a value of only about $4.50. But human worth may be evaluated 
in more ways than one.

The mother of 10-year old Tom considered her son to be clumsy, forgetful, irresponsible. 
However, after taking a parenting seminar, she determined to change her approach. 
Deciding to trust him with more responsibility, she gave Tom some money to go and buy 
a few groceries. He promptly lost the money. So she gave him some more money and told 
him to fi nish the errand. Surprised that his mother still believed in him, Tom clutched the 
money tightly so he wouldn’t lose it again. It was the beginning of a new trust relationship 
between them.

In a very real sense we may view our relationship with God in the same way. Too often, like 
Tom, we feel we have failed ourselves and come short of God’s “expectations”. We need to 
remind ourselves, however, that God loves us because of who we are, not because of what 
we do. Admitting that we have failed does not make us a failure. Scripture is replete with 
examples of individuals who, though often discouraged with their own eff orts, believed 
there was One who trusted them. We recall Mary Magdalene (from whom the Lord cast 
out seven demons, Luke 8:2), Peter (who three times denied he even knew Christ), the 
woman at the well (known for her six “husbands”), and David (a murderer and adulterer).

To human eyes their cases appeared hopeless.

But Christ saw what they could become through him. To each one, Christ said in eff ect, 
“Neither do I condemn you” (John 8:11).

True “self-esteem” comes from knowing that we are esteemed highly by God. Though we 
are born in a hostile and often unforgiving world, we may choose to become children of 
God by adoption. God’s love us make us each of inestimable worth.

“Every [human being] is an heir to a legacy of dignity and worth.” 
Martin Luther King
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A Giving Church:  
Your Generosity 
in Numbers

the result of contributions made to City Church Budget. 
Because you gave $550,000, we employ eight part-time 
staff  and contractors to manage our ministries; plus, 
we provide additional stipends to CityKids teachers 
and audio-visual staff . We have magnifi cent music led 
by world-class musicians. We maintain an 80-year-
old Spanish colonial campus, keeping it clean and its 
utilities running.  We provide superb breakfast and lunch 
hospitality each Saturday. We support our children’s and 
youth ministry programs along with the educational 
work of our preschool, A+ Adventist Children’s Center, 
and our elementary and secondary school, Glendale 
Adventist Academy. We maintain a professional website 
and social media presence, email a weekly newsletter, 
publish a monthly magazine and print weekly bulletins 
to keep you informed.  

Another way that many of you support City Church 
Budget is by choosing a Pledge+ ministry item as a 
special focus of your overall giving.  Some members 
deeply appreciate what we provide to kids and teens; 
many are passionate about our choir and worship 
musicians; others deeply value the work of one or more 
of our staff ; and some take great pride in the beauty of 
our campus. With Pledge+, you are invited to direct part 
of your church donation to support 
the people and ministry you care 
most about. 

The gospels tell the story of Jesus and his disciples watching 
individuals of diff erent wealth levels give off erings at the temple in 
Jerusalem. After watching an elderly widow deposit a couple small coins, 
Jesus made sure his disciples realized that the generosity in the woman’s 
heart was greater than those who had given much more (Mark 12.41-44, 
Luke 21.1-4). Glendale City Church continues to be blessed fi nancially 
by so many who have the widow’s generous heart, whether your gifts 
totaled less than $100 or more than $5000. Our church ministry is fueled 
by your contributions to Pledge+, the Glendale City Church Giving Plan.  
Pledge+ is your invitation to contribute to three funds: Tithe, City Church 
Budget, and your Pledge+ Ministry choice. In 2018, your combined 
contributions exceeded  $ 950,000.  Because of this, our congregation has 
been able to empower the robust ministries that bless so many.  

Let’s take a moment to break down what we accomplished together.

TITHE: YOUR COMMITMENT TO ADVENTIST 
MINISTRY IN LOS ANGELES

Glendale City Church is a partner congregation with the Southern 
California Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, working together with 
150 churches and 25 schools to bring God’s love to the second largest city 
in America and its surrounding communities. Tithe from each Adventist 
church is pooled at the conference and is the means by which full-time 
Adventist pastors, administrators and conference offi  ce support staff  are 
paid for their ministry.  

In 2018, Glendale City Church members contributed $410,000 to 
Tithe. This level of generosity is reciprocated by the Southern California 
Conference providing two full-time pastors to our congregation, currently 
Mike Kim and Todd Leonard. They each receive about $70,000 in salary, 
plus benefi ts. The remainder of our church’s tithe contribution assists 
with the salaries of conference administrators, support staff  and pastors 
of smaller congregations along with a small-percentage contribution 
to Adventist ministry at the regional, national and global levels of our 
denomination.   

Our church has been an important part of Adventist ministry in Los 
Angeles.  Thank you for continuing your faithful support to our collective 
mission through your tithe contributions. 

CITY CHURCH BUDGET: THE FUEL FOR MINISTRY 
IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Almost everything you experience when you come on campus is 5 intersections



BY THE NUMBERS: 
EXPECTED CITY CHURCH 
BUDGET EXPENSES FOR 
2019 – 2020 In the section below, you can see what we expect 

our expenditures to be as we head into 2020: 

Budget Item      Monthly Annually

TOTAL OF CHURCH BUDGET EXPENSES                $ 50,314 $ 603,768

PART-TIME STAFF     $ 14,721 $ 176,658  
• Administrative Pastor 1                $ 3,750               $ 45,000
• Youth Pastor1                  $ 1,598               $ 19,176
• Facility Administrator1   $ 2,128  $ 25,536
• Secretary     $ 2,290               $ 27,480
• City Kids Leader & Teachers                $ 1,575               $ 18,900 
• Audio-Visual Technicians   $    615               $   7,380
• Campus Security    $    450               $   5,400 
• Payroll Taxes & Insurance   $    949               $ 11,389
• Benefi ts     $ 1,366  $ 16,397

OFFICE AND GENERAL EXPENSES                 $  8,333 $ 99,990
• Flowers for Hospital Visits & Funerals              $    150               $   1,800
• Pastors’ Ministry Expenses                $    650               $   7,800
• Postage     $      40               $      480
• Offi  ce Supplies    $    175               $   2,100
• Potluck Supplies    $      50               $      600
• Audio-Visual Expenses   $      60  $      720
• Copier      $    680  $   8,160
• Accountant Contract                 $ 2,500               $ 30,000
• Computers/Technology   $    300               $   3,600
• Telephone/Internet2    $    900  $ 10,800
• Property/Liability Insurance                $  2,600 $ 31,200
• Miscellaneous Expenses/Fees  $     228 $   2,730

WORSHIP MUSIC     $  4,830 $ 57,960
• Choir Singer Contracts   $  1,890 $ 22,680
• Guest Musicians    $       25 $      300
• Choir Director Contract   $     875 $ 10,500
• Organist Contract    $  1,765 $ 21,180
• Instrument Repair/Maintenance  $     250 $   3,000
• Music Purchases    $       25 $      300

BUILDING MAINTENANCE AND UTILITIES $ 9,723 $ 116,676  
• Landscape Maintenance   $    180  $   2,160
• Property Taxes    $    145  $   1,740
• Maintenance Services   $    750  $   9,000
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• Maintenance Services   $    750  $   9,000

• Janitorial Services    $ 2,725  $ 32,700
• Maintenance Supplies   $    450  $   5,400
• Janitorial Supplies    $    850  $ 10,200
• Utilities: Gas, Electric, Water, Trash               $ 4,623  $ 55,476

MINISTRIES AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH $ 12,707 $ 152,484
• Armenian Congregation Fund3  $ 3,000               $ 36,000
• Romanian Congregation Fund3  $ 1,200               $ 14,400
• Glendale Adventist Academy  $ 2,679   $ 32,148
• Student Assistance    $    250               $   3,000
• Personal Growth Marketplace4  $    225  $   2,700
• Courtyard Cafe    $    300  $   3,600
• Saturday/WednesdayConcerts5  $ 2,013  $ 24,156
• High School Ministry                 $      50   $      600
• City Kids     $    500  $   6,000
• Intersections Magazine   $    800  $   9,600
• Emergency Member Assistance6  $      75  $      900
• Special Events                  $      40   $      480
• Marketing     $    175  $   2,100
• Health Education Ministry   $ 1,250  $ 15,000
• Discretionary     $    150  $   1,800

ENDOWMENT: THE GIFTS THAT KEEP ON GIVING

Thanks to the generous gifts of many people over the past 30 years—many whose names can be seen 
on the Endowment Wall in our courtyard—Glendale City Church benefi ts greatly through the investment 
growth of our Endowment Fund that produces an annual harvest of resources for new ministry initiatives 
and campus renovations.  In the past two years, the Endowment has provided approximately $ 270,000 
that we have invested in the following projects:

• Armenian Pastoral Staff  Support:  $ 20,000
• Administrative Pastor and Youth Pastor Salary Assistance:  $ 78,000
• CityKids and Open Door Youth Projects: $ 7,000
• Kathryn Magarian Campus Beautifi cation Project: $ 165,000

• Sanctuary
• New Carpet Installation and Hardwood Restoration
• Pew Repairs
• New Hymnals
• Paint and Furniture Refi nishing

• Accessibility
• Accessible Restroom near Fellowship Hall
• Wheelchair Seating in Center Rear of Sanctuary

• Church offi  ces and Technology
• New Flooring and Cabinetry
• New Telephone and Internet Systems
• Smart Thermostat Installation
• New Defi brillator

1. Th ese local staff  positions receive 
some of their funding from 
Endowment Fund

2. Th is expense represents a 
temporary fi ve-year budget 
increase to cover the $ 35,000 in 
installation fees for new fi beroptic 
internet & VOIP telephone 
service   

3. Our Armenian- and Romanian-
language congregations cover their 
own ministry expenses 

4. Off erings collected in Marketplace 
groups cover our group material 
expenses

5. Both concert series are almost 
completely funded by donations 
and grants

6. In addition to this small budgeted 
amount, we collect four off erings a 
year to help members in fi nancial 
crisis. Contact the church offi  ce if 
you need assistance.
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The Endowment in 
2020 will continue our 
Magarian Beautifi cation 
Project check list. We 
can look forward to:

• Repair and Repainting of Campus Exterior
• Security Camera Installation
• New Sanctuary and Chapel Projection Systems and AV 

Improvements
• Chapel Flooring and Improvements
• New Exterior Signage
• Landscape Enhancements

REVIEW YOUR GIVING PLAN

August is the time of the year where we ask you take some time to consider 
your current giving to Glendale City Church.  How does your personal or 
family budget look right now?  What changes are happening in the months to 
come?  What are your fi nancial priorities?  How does Adventist ministry and 
Glendale City ministry factor into those priorities?  Does this period provide 
an opportunity to increase your commitment?  What ministry would you 
especially like to support right now?  Has it been a while since you’ve been able 
to fi nancially support our mission, but things are improving? 

On page 15, you will fi nd a tear-out Pledge+ commitment card where 
you can communicate your fi nancial commitment for the year ahead.  
Your commitment will only be seen by the church treasurer, but will be 
anonymously included with pledge data from other church members so our 
Finance Committee can make informed decisions on how to budget your gifts.  
Thank you for helping Glendale City Church wisely and faithfully carry out our 
mission!
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This month at Personal 
Growth Marketplace

P E R S O N A L  G R O W T H  M A R K E T P L A C E

Find groups and seminars that help you strengthen your spirituality, 
your health and your family.  Gatherings take place on Saturdays 
from  9:30-10:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted.

“The Least of These”

English Language Study - Chapel
Armenian Language Study - Room 11

Current Book Study: 
“Religious Literacy"
“Religious Literacy: What Every 
American Needs to Know — and Doesn’t” by Stephen Prothero. In 
the USA — probably the most religious Western country — half of its 
people can only name one of the four gospels, and most cannot name 
the first book of the Bible! Such ignorance creates human targets “too 
easily swayed by demagogues on the left or the right”. And the author 
maintains that, despite belief to the contrary, it was not secularists who 
enabled this illiteracy. “In one of the great ironies of American religious 
history,” Prothero writes, “it was the nation’s most fervent people of 
faith who steered us down the road to religious illiteracy. Just how that 
happened is one of the stories this book has to tell.” A fascinating and 
important book today, including a 100+ page dictionary of religious 
terms. Come and join the discussion with Pastor Leif!

Traditional Sabbath 
School Quarterly

Grace Center 
Fellowship Hall, 
North 

The Living Project 
Classroom 4

A space where you can learn from other 
people’s stories and they can learn 
from your story.  This is a safe and open 
group that values authentic sharing.

Seniors Academy
Fellowship Hall, North 
Seniors Academy is off in August and 
will resume in September
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E V E N T S

Get connected
While having people attend one of our worships is 
wonderful, we want Glendale City Church to be more 
than just the place you visit on Saturday. We want this to 
be Your Church. This is why we strive to provide you with 
diff erent morning choices at Personal Growth Marketplace. 
Additionally, there are many other Saturday afternoon 
events, and mid-week events that occur. Another great 
way to meet people is by getting involved in one of our 
ministries. Joining our greeter team, helping the deacons 
take care of odds-and-ends around campus, working with 
our homeless ministries team and assisting our children’s 
staff  are great ways to make new friends. You have many 
chances to be a part of this Church Family. 

Each Saturday morning, our Courtyard Cafe opens for 
breakfast at 9:00 and remains open until the end of 
Personal Growth Marketplace groups at 10:30.

10
AUG

Camp Meeting Worship with
Leif Lind
9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary

3
AUG

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. (NOTE SPECIAL DATE)
Second Saturday Series Concert

Morning Worship with
Mike Kim

17
AUG

Back to School Blessing 
with Lemar Sandiford
9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. CityKids Courtyard 
Campfi re

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
Todd continues his series— 
Right There All Along
12:30 p.m. Potluck, Fellowship Hall

24
AUG

Morning Worship with
Todd Leonard

Saturday 
Worship & Events

31
AUG

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
Todd continues his series— 
Right There All Along

Morning Worship with
Todd Leonard

Pastor Todd’s
August & September Sermon Series

RIGHT THERE
ALL ALONG

REFINING OUR VISION TO SEE THE
ALWAYS-PRESENT CHRIST
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7
AUG

Flute Ensemble
Calico Winds
Douglas & Steinmetz 21

AUG
Brendan White, piano
with Lynx Quartet
Brahms' Piano Quintet in F 
minor, Op.34

g l e n d a l e n o o n c o n c e r t s . b l o g s p o t . c o m

GLENDALE NOON CONCERTS
Every 1st & 3rd Wed
12:10–12:40 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION

Relax During Your Lunch Hour With Live Music

Saturday
S E R I E S  C O N C E R T

Second
Cal State University, Los Angeles Graduate Choral Recital

August 3* at 5 PM.
(*please note the special day, the FIRST Saturday of August)

City Church is proud to host the graduation recital for the students 
in the three-year choral conducting program at 

California State University, Los Angeles.

The concert includes the following compositions: Handel | Selected Choruses from Messiah, parts II, 
III; Palestrina | Selected Madrigals on the Song of Solomon; Rorem | From an unknown past; Pinkham 

| Wedding Cantata.  The concert begins a 5 pm.  A reception follows the concert.

The Caesura Youth Orchestra will begin it's sixth year of classes after Labor Day at two 
local elementary schools.  CYO is currently gathering funds to make sure all instruments 

are ready for students and covering our required insurance for the school year.  If you 
would like to provide support, please visit the website: www.mycyo.org or send a check 

payable to CYO to the church, attention: CYO/Dave Ferguson.

M U S I C  AT  C I T Y  C H U R C H
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Bring your family to the church courtyard 
for a fun evening of campfi re songs, 
s’mores and fun and games for all ages!

Courtyard
Campfi re

Providing safe places for children to learn about God, 
develop their faith, and learn how to love is one of 
our highest priorities. Our staff  and volunteers are 

committed to your child’s safety and have all undergone 
background checks. All our gatherings for youth are 
grace places, emphasizing God’s love for us and our 

call to graciously love others no matter who they are or 
where they are from.

11:00 -12:15 p.m.,
City Kids Worship kicks off  at 
11:00 a.m. in the lower level 
Multipurpose Room.  Parents can 
check in their children beginning 
at 10:45 a.m.  At 11:00, your kids 
will engage with Pastor Mike and 
the City Kids Team in song and 
story.  At 11:15, they’ll break out 
into diff erent age-appropriate 
worship options with their friends:

City Kids Worship

Newborn to 3 years  Room 2
(parents must be present)
4 to 7 years   Room 1
8 to 10 years  Room 3
11 to 13 years  Room 4

9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Courtyard
Arrive early and help yourself to 
a light breakfast and beverage 
in the courtyard before worship 
service! You may also meet new 
people!

Breakfast & 
Fellowship

Marketplace Childcare
9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Classroom 2
Now parents can attend a personal 
growth marketplace class while your 
kids have a fun, safe place just for them!

C I T Y  K I D S

CITY KIDS

August 17, 6:30 PM

Parents can pick up their children 
at their designated classroom as 
soon as adult worship concludes 
(12:15 p.m.).
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Join us for worship each Saturday at 11:00 a.m.
in the Open Door Cafe and Lounge

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

Sunday, August 4, Noon: OPEN DOOR YOUTH POOL PARTY AND LUNCH. 
At Pastor Mike’s house.  Bring your pool toys, swimsuit, towel and sunscreen!

August 17, 11:00 a.m.: We will join the main worship service where Pastor 
Lemar will speak and have a prayer of blessing for all students and teachers 

returning to school

Stay tuned for more information on these and other awesome summer 
activities by emailing pastors Mike and Lemar

(mikekim3@gmail.com, lpsandiford@gmail.com), 
or check our weekly announcements in the bulletin.

Glendale Adventist 
Academy & Elementary 

is now accepting 
applications for 
enrollment in all
TK-12 grades.

For more information 
call us!

First Day of 
School is

August

20!
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F A C I L I T I E S  M A P

M A I N  L E V E L

L O W E R  L E V E L

• Metro Local 90, 91 and 
Glendale Beeline 3, 31, 32: 
stop at Glendale Ave. and 
California Ave. Walk one 
block west on California

• Metro Express 780, 180, 181 
and Glendale Beeline 4, 11: 
stop at corner of Broadway 
and Glendale Ave. Walk one 
block west on Broadway 
and two blocks north on 
Isabel St.

Transit Info
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Pastoral Staff 
Todd Leonard, Senior x205
Mike Kim, Associate x206
Leif  Lind, Church Administration x207
Hamzik Keshishzadeh, Armenian x215
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian x214
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach x219
Lemar Sandiford, Youth x220

CRAFT YOUR GIVING PLAN WITH PLEDGE+
Glendale City Church relies on your consistent and generous donations to three areas: Tithe, 
Church Budget and your Pledge+ item.  With Pledge+, you’re invited to target a portion of 
your donation to the ministry you’re most passionate about. Thank you for believing in 
the mission of Glendale City Church! 100% of your donation to Glendale City Church is tax-
deductible. Annual donation receipts are distributed in January.

Based on my expected income, I am making the following fi nancial commitment:

Select one of the following ministries:

TITHE: Adventist Pastoral Ministry $________________________________ mo / yr

$________________________________ mo / yr

$________________________________ mo / yr

Name__________________________________________________ Phone: __________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________

Email:___________________________________________________________________________________

CITY CHURCH BUDGET: Congregational Ministry

PLEDGE+: My Ministry Passion

Church Staff A+ Adventist Children's Center Offi  ce Expenses
Worship Music Ministry & Outreach Building Maintenance

MY PLEDGE+ GIVING PLAN FOR 2019-2020

New Phone System For Pastoral & Church Staff 
Dial 818-244-7241and enter the extension of the person you would like to reach. 

C H U R C H  D I R E C T O R Y

Church Offi  cers
• Head Elder & Church Board Chair – John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
• Head Elder – Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
• Head Deacon – Ronald Matusea (818-730-0350)
• Head Deacon – Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
• Assistant Organist – Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
• Audio Visual – Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
• A+ School Board Chair – Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)

Church Staff 
Victoria Lucero, Secretary  x202
Dean Vendouris, Treasurer x204
Wayne Libby, Facilities Administrator x214
Mindi Rub, Clerk x221
Malisa Smith, A+ School Director x203
Anji Arm, City Kids x222
Clarissa Shan, Choral Director x223
Kemp Smeal, Organist x224
Dave Ferguson, Concerts x218

Please tear this out and turn in to the church treasurer during off ering 
collection or by mailing it to the church.
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610 E. California Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91206

818-244-7241
glendalesda@gmail.com

WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG

Glendale City Church
610 East California Avenue
Glendale, CA 91206-3701
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