
Finding God at the Intersection of Our Lives
July 6, 2019

TODAY’S OPTIONS @ THE PERSONAL GROWTH MARKETPLACE
• 9:00 a.m.: Courtyard Café, Central Courtyard
• 9:30 a.m.: Study, Discussion, and Support Groups:

  Chapel–“Family Seasons” Bible study group (traditional Sabbath School lesson)
  Fellowship Hall, North–Grace Center book discussion: “Religious Literacy: 
          What Every American Needs to Know—and Doesn’t” by Stephen Prothero

        Room 4–The Living Project Support Group
        Room 11–Armenian study

CITY KIDS’ MORNING SCHEDULE
 •  11:00 a.m.: Praise Time in the Lower Level Multipurpose Room
 •  11:15 a.m.: Age-appropriate worship experiences in the following classrooms:

Beginners: Ages 0-3, Room 2        Kindergarten: Grades PreK-1, Room 1   
Primary: Grades 2-5, Room 3        Early-teen: Grades 6-8, Room 4 

OPEN DOOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT MINISTRY
• 11:00 a.m.: Worship with Pastor Lemar in the Open Door Lounge

AT GLENDALE CITY CHURCH TODAY
• 11:00 a.m.: Sanctuary: Worship with Pastor Leif Lind: “A Celebration of America — 
Living with Religious Freedom”

NEXT SATURDAY, JULY 13
• 11:00 a.m.: Worship and communion service with Pastor Mike Kim



Worship service — 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary

Glendale city seventh-day adventist church
July 6, 2019

✰ “A Celebration of America–Living with Religious Freedom” ✰

Prelude                                                 “Rigaudon”                                      André Campra
Kemp L. Smeal, organ

Invocation                                                                                                              Leif Lind
 God of the ages, by whose almighty hand the founders of this country won 
freedom for themselves and for us, and lit the torch of freedom for nations then unborn;
 God of our fathers and our mothers, by whose almighty hand the founders 
of this country defined a nation where we are free to believe;
 Help us and all Americans maintain our liberties in righteousness and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior,
 Amen.

★ Gathering Hymn                         “God of the Ages”                        Tune: NatioNal HymN

 (1) God of the ages, whose almighty hand
 Leads forth in beauty all the starry band
 Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies,
 Our grateful songs before your throne arise.
 
 (2) Your love divine has led us in the past,
 In this free land by you our lot is cast;
 Be now our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay,
 Your word our law, your paths our chosen way.

 (3) From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence,
 May your strong arm be now our sure defense;
 Your true religion in our hearts increase,
 Your bounteous goodness nourish us in peace.

Saturday WorSHip–11:00 a.m.(please silence your electronic devices)
We welcome you as you worship with us today. Whether you’re a regular member or a visitor, we encourage 
you to continue to fellowship with our Church family after the service! Please also feel free to contact any of 
our pastoral staff if you have a question, want a visit, or need help.



 (4) Refresh your people on their toilsome way,
 Lead us from night to neverending day;
 Fill all our lives with wonder as we praise:
 All honor now before your throne we raise.

Final reading and vote on Nominating Committee report                     Dave Ferguson
Greetings & Prayers of the Congregation                                                         Leif Lind
(Opportunity for members to greet each other; then please remain standing for prayer)

Worship in Music   “My Soul is Athirst for God”  from The Holy City    Alfred Robert Gaul
Sal Malaki, tenor

Introduction:                                                                                                   Ken Webber
 Today we continue what has become a long-standing tradition, a celebration of 
American freedom. Freedom to believe. We hear readings from the Scripture and from 
history. We sing and hear music that celebrates our freedom as believers. Some may 
wonder why we do this in worship today: it is because we are citizens who believe that 
all are welcome and loved by God; because he created us free to obey, free to believe. 
As Patriarchs and Prophets puts it, “God made our first parents free moral agents, 
capable of appreciating the wisdom and benevolence of his character and the justice of 
his requirements, and with full liberty to yield or to withhold obedience. God might have 
created us without the power to transgress; but in that case man would have been, not 
a free moral agent, but a mere automaton. Without freedom of choice, his obedience 
would not have been voluntary, but forced.” Today we celebrate again that freedom — 
freedom to believe.

Worship in Music                    “Suffer the Little Children”                      Ruth L. Hausman
Sal Malaki, tenor

A reading from Isaiah 56:                                                                          Christel McRae
 This is what the lord says: “Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation 
is close at hand and my righteousness will soon be revealed…Let no foreigner who has 
bound himself to the lord say, ‘The lord will surely exclude me from his people.’ And 
let not the eunuch complain, ‘I am only a dry tree.’ For this is what the lord says: “To 
the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose what pleases me and hold fast to my 
covenant — to them I will give within my temple and its walls a memorial and a name 
better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that will not be cut 
off.” And foreigners who bind themselves to the lord to serve him, to love the name of 
the lord, and to worship him, these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in 
my house of prayer; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.



A reading from Micah 6:                                                                             Dolores Herzo
 With what shall I come before the Lord and bow down before the exalted God? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be 
pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of olive oil? Shall I offer my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has shown 
you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to 
love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

Musical Response       “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”      J. P. Huber; Tune: St. tHomaS

 (1) Let justice flow like streams of sparkling water, pure,
 Enabling growth, refreshing life, abundant, cleansing, sure.

 (2) Let righteousness roll on as others’ cares we heed,
 An ever-flowing stream of faith translated into deed.

 (3) So may God’s plumb line, straight, define our measure true,
 And justice, right, and peace pervade this world our whole life through.

The New World:                                                                                   Kathie Glennie
 The first two lasting English settlements in what is now the United States were 
at Jamestown, Virginia (1607) and Plymouth, Massachusetts (1620). 
Jamestown was established as a business venture by London investors.
 The Plymouth Colony, however, was settled by people we call 
Puritans who were dissatisfied with the pace of Protestant reform in 
Europe. Many came to America to avoid being persecuted for their 
beliefs. Puritan ministers and leaders, however, sought levels of political 
and religious conformity that proved unattainable. Many of the Europeans 
who first settled on this continent were looking for religious freedom 
for themselves — but not for others. In many ways, they established colonies that 
conformed to their respective versions of Christianity. Some made it illegal to engage in 
business on Sundays. Others used wooden stocks to humiliate and torture those they 
deemed wayward. Some executed women they called witches. Religious dissenters 
were put on trial and banished, or at least encouraged to depart.
 “It was the desire for liberty of conscience that inspired the Pilgrims to brave the 
perils of the long journey across the sea, to endure the hardships and dangers of the 
wilderness, and with God’s blessing to lay, on the shores of America, the foundation 
of a mighty nation. Yet honest and God-fearing as they were, the Pilgrims did not 
comprehend the great principle of religious liberty. The freedom which they sacrificed 
so much to secure for themselves, they were not equally ready to grant to others.” (The 
Great Controversy, p. 292)
 One of the earliest demands for religious tolerance in American history came 
from the Quakers. This movement emphasized the importance of individual religious 



conscience and rejected the established Puritan and Anglican churches in the American 
colonies. Like the Puritans, Quakers found themselves persecuted in England and 
sought to practice their faith in the American colonies — only to be frequently harassed 
there as well.
 Some who pioneered this nation believed that the new government should 
be religiously neutral. Others who wanted the nation to have no state religion were 
skeptics. Still others wanted the federal government to leave this matter in the hands of 
the various states. A number were Christian believers who realized that the only way to 
guarantee religious freedom for themselves was to grant it to others, too. There were 
many who agreed with the principle stated by Roger Williams, that “forced worship stinks 
in the nostrils of God.”
 “Roger Williams was respected and beloved as a faithful minister, a man of 
rare gifts, of unbending integrity and true benevolence; yet his steadfast denial of the 
right of civil magistrates to authority over the church, and his demand for religious 
liberty, could not be tolerated. He was sentenced to banishment from the colonies, and 
finally, to avoid arrest, he was forced to flee, amid the cold and storms of winter, into 
the unbroken forest. After months of wandering, he laid the foundation of the first state 
of modern times that in the fullest sense recognized the right of religious freedom. The 
fundamental principle of Roger Williams’ colony was ‘that every man should have liberty 
to worship God according to the light of his own conscience.’ Rhode Island increased 
and prospered until its foundation principles — civil and religious liberty — became the 
cornerstones of the American Republic.” (Ibid., 294)

Hymn of Response                     “Faith of our Fathers”                       Tune: St. CatHeriNe

 (1) Faith of our fathers! living still, in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword,
 O how our hearts beat high with joy whene’er we hear that glorious word.
 Faith of our fathers! holy faith! We will be true to thee till death.

 (2) Faith of our mothers, Christian faith, is truth beyond our stumbling creeds,
 Still serve the home and save the Church, and breathe thy spirit through our deeds:
 Faith of our mothers, Christian faith! We will be true to thee till death.

The American Experiment — Mixed Results:                        Christel McRae

 “Up! Up! I beseech you.… Shut your gates,” said a leading would-be 
politician from New York. An enemy nation was sending “their criminals” to the 
United States because this country hadn’t as yet erected protective “gates”, as 
he called it. 

• Their crime? They were practicing a religion that would destroy our 
democracy with its ignorance and despotism. 

• The man with a warning? None other than Samuel Morse, later renowned as the 
inventor of the telegraph and Morse code.



• And the religion being attacked in 1835? Not Islam — but Catholicism! In the 1830s and 
’40s Protestants burned Catholic convents and churches, killing several Catholics 
for good measure. Anti-Catholic fears would continue until well into the 20th century. 
(Adapted from “Sacred Liberty” by Steven Waldman, published last month)

 As Newsweek recently pointed out (May 9, 2019), despite what we’re taught in 
school, America did not have robust religious freedom for most of its history:

• In the 17th century, Puritans hanged Quakers from trees in Boston Common for the 
crime of practicing their faith.

• At the time of the American Revolution half of the evangelical Baptist preachers in 
Virginia had been imprisoned for their preaching.

• When the Declaration of Independence was signed, 9 of the 13 colonies 
barred Catholics and Jews from holding office.

• In 1838 the governor of Missouri issued Executive Order 44, calling for 
the “extermination” of Mormons, leading to many of their deaths.

• Hundreds of thousands of Africans were stripped not only of liberty but 
also of their religions, in what has been termed “a spiritual holocaust”.

• After the Civil War the US government banned many Native American spiritual 
practices, coercing their children to convert to Christianity. 

• Before and during World War Two, Jehovah’s Witnesses were imprisoned, beaten, or 
castrated for refusing, as a matter of conscience, to salute the American flag.

 It was World War Two that led President Franklin Roosevelt — at the time 
facing the opposing threats of fascism and communism — to declare that religious 
freedom was a defining characteristic of American patriotism. True democracy, he said, 
requires four essential liberties: freedom of speech and expression; freedom from want; 
freedom from fear; and the “freedom of every person to worship God in his own way — 
everywhere in the world.”

Hymn of Response                        “This Is My Song”      Lloyd Stone, Georgia Harkness
Tune: FiNlaNdia (Sibelius)

 (1) This is my song, O God of all the nations,
 A song of peace for lands afar and mine;
 This is my home, the country where my heart is;
 Here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine:
 But other hearts in other lands are beating
 With hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.

 (2) My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean,
 And sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine;
 But other lands have sunlight too, and clover,
 And skies are everywhere as blue as mine:
 O hear my song, thou God of all the nations,
 A song of peace for their land and for mine.



 (3) May truth and freedom come to every nation;
 May peace abound where strife has raged so long;
 That each may seek to love and build together,
 A world united, righting every wrong;
 A world united in its love for freedom,
 Proclaiming peace together in one song.

The Nineteenth Century:                                                                         Ken Webber
 Religion without governmental sanction or support: How would this actually work 
out in a rapidly expanding nation? It soon became necessary for the U.S. Supreme court 
to distinguish between the kinds of church controversies that civil courts should deal 
with and those they should not. The Supreme Court declared, “Whenever the questions 
of discipline or of faith, or ecclesiastical rule, custom or law have been decided” by 
the highest authorities in the church, all federal courts, must accept such decisions as 
final.” Other nations may act differently, Justice Samuel Miller admitted, but in the United 
States citizens have ‘the full and free right to entertain any religious belief, to practice 
any religious principle, and to teach any religious doctrine which does not infringe on 
personal rights.” To emphasize its point, the Court pointed out that “the law knows no 
heresy, and is committed to the support of no dogma, the establishment of no sect.”
 In the 19th century, then, federal attention to First Amendment religion cases was 
quite limited. In the 1840s and 1850s the most passionate controversy of all concerned 
slavery. This bitter issue divided families, churches, and entire denominations, and 
ultimately the country itself. The major implication of the Civil War and its aftermath for 
church-state matters is found in the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution, adopted 
in 1868. That amendment reads as follows: “No State shall make or enforce any law 
which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall 
any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor 
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the law.”

Hymn of Response        “In Egypt Under Pharaoh”        Dosia Carlson; Tune: laNCaSHire

 (1) In Egypt under Pharaoh the Israelites were bound,
 From plagues and tribulations no respite could be found.
 Praise God who in surprising ways, gave passage through the waves.
 Our Liberator rescues, our Liberator saves.

 (2) From Africa to gang-planks, across a friendless sea,
 Black captives harshly treated all struggled to be free.
 Praise God who strengthened advocates with power that does and dares.
 Our Liberator rescues, our Liberator cares.



 (3) Wherever hurting humans unjustly live in pain,
 The hungry, homeless, hopeless, cry out for growth and gain.
 Praise God whose great redeeming love each servant freely gives.
 Our Liberator rescues, our Liberator lives!

Persecution & the Seventh-day Adventist Response:                 Dolores Herzo

 Below the federal level, however, a whole universe of Sunday law cases 
opened up, to be heard by municipal and state courts and decided in a wide variety of 
ways. Actually, Sunday laws were universal in the colonies, waned after the American 
Revolution, then expanded in the early 19th century.
 America’s last great surge of Sunday laws, which took place in the 1880s, was 
particularly hard on Seventh-day Adventists, many of whom were imprisoned for weeks 
or months, and sometimes assigned to chain gangs. The SDA Encyclopedia reports 
that many Adventists at that time served lengthy prison terms for disrupting the Sunday 
sacredness. Fears were high. Recent research suggest that several teachers and 
students at Southern Adventist University, including the principal, were imprisoned, but 
did not actually serve on chain gangs, though other local Adventists did.
 Adventists, expecting Christ to return to earth well before the end of the 19th 
century, did not see these events as a foretaste of a final conflict generations later, but 
as the early stages of the final conflict itself. A national 
Sunday law seemed imminent, and the arrests and 
prison sentences seemed to be leading to a not-very-
distant death penalty.
 This prompted the denomination’s first religious 
liberty journals and organizations. Before the actual 
threat to Sabbath observance (as opposed to the 
theoretical danger that had been anticipated since the 
identification of the two-horned beast in the 1850s), 
Adventists had not been actively concerned with 
religious liberty. Once that threat had manifested itself, 
religious liberty became a major Adventist preoccupation.

★ Hymn                              “God of Grace, and God of Glory”            Tune: CWm rHoNdda
 (1) God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power;
 Now fulfill your church’s story, bring her bud to glorious flower.
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour.

 (2) See, the hosts of evil ’round us scorn your Christ, assail his ways;
 From the fears that long have bound us, free our hearts to faith and praise.
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour.

 (3) Cure your children’s warring madness, bend our pride to your control;
 Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in goods and poor in soul.
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss your kingdom’s goal.

Adventists serving in U.S. prison gangs 
for failing to observe Sunday laws



 (4) Set our feet on lofty places, gird our lives that they may be
 Armored with all Christ-like graces in the fight to set all free.
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, that we fail not man nor thee.

Adventism in the Fight for Religious Liberty and Church-State 
Separation:                                                                                               Dave Ferguson
 From its beginning the Adventist Church has been in the forefront in emphasizing 
the importance of religious liberty and the separation of church and state. The first article 
on the subject, written by J. N. Andrews, appeared as early as 1851.
 In the 19th century, if secular laws ended up inadvertently violating a person’s 
religious belief, the individual typically received no accommodation for their pain or 
inconvenience. That changed in the 1963 landmark case involving Adele Sherbert, a 
Seventh-day Adventist textile worker in South Carolina. Her factory instituted a six-day 
workweek, putting Adele in a no-win situation since her conscience would not allow 
her to work on Saturday, the biblical Sabbath. Other factories in the area also required 
Saturday work, so she was forced to quit without any alternative job offer available. 
However, when she applied for unemployment benefits she was rejected on the grounds 
that she had “voluntarily quit her job”. On June 17, 1963 the Supreme Court ruled 7–2 in 
favor of Adele, saying that the state can infringe on someone’s religious practice only if 
there is a “compelling state interest” — and only if no further recourse is available for the 
individual.
 This profoundly changed the nature of religious liberty. No longer would it defined 
merely as absence of active persecution, but would now also include a recognition of 
allowing individuals’ freedom of faith, even when that conflicted with laws that most other 
people have to obey.
 Controversially, this principle also applied to the Masterpiece Cakeshop v. 
Colorado Civil Rights Commission (2018), when the Supreme Court ruled that a 
Christian baker was entitled to refuse baking a wedding cake for a gay couple based on 
his religious convictions (since they had access to the services of other nearby bakeries 
instead).

Hymn                                               “Amazing Grace”                             Tune: NeW BritaiN

 (1) Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!
 I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see.

 (2) ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
 How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!

 (3) When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
 We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.



An Ongoing Challenge to Religious Freedom:                            Kathie Glennie

 While great steps have been made in religious freedom in recent times, it has not 
all been encouraging. The worst attack on Jews in this country took place as recently as 
2018 at the Tree of Life synagogue, where 11 people died. Religious hate crimes against 
Jews, Muslims and others have surged dramatically in recent years. Since persecution 
against Mormons and Catholics in previous centuries was justified by claims that they 
were “not legitimate religions”, it was troubling to read televangelist Pat Robertson’s 
claim a few years ago that: “We have to recognize that Islam is not a religion. It is a 
worldwide political movement bent on domination of the world.” Such language intends 
to strike fear and does nothing to foster James Madison’s original vision of religious 
“freedom for all.”
 Attempts by recent alt-right groups seeking to make our country, like Israel of old, 
into a Christian “theocracy” are not only unconstitutional, but also ominously reminiscent 
of the religiously rigid Puritan settlements of the 1600s.
 While we may not find all our neighbors equally endearing, we should try to 
understand them. In each generation, generalizations have been made against religious 
and social minorities that we don’t like or understand. Baptists were labeled as ignorant; 
Catholics were a danger to the United States; Jews were greedy; Jehovah’s Witnesses 
were unpatriotic; Christians were bigots; Muslims were terrorists. As we learn to accept 
and co-exist with those we may not always see eye-to-eye with, we will find ourselves 
well on the way to the goal our founders envisioned for our country.

Worship in Giving                                                                                                 Leif Lind

Offertory                                    “This Could be the Day”            S. Amerson/L. Alexander
Sal Malaki, tenor

★ Closing Hymn               “For This Land and All Its Wonder”     Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
Tune: CWm rHoNdda

 (1) For this land in all its wonder, for each city, farm and town,
 For each mountain filled with splendor, for each place where love is found,
 For the freedoms we enjoy here,
 God, may thanks to you abound! God, may thanks to you abound!

 (2) For your peace and love unending, breaking barriers that divide;
 For the joy of cultures blending as we live here side by side;
 God, we thank you and we pray now:
 May we all be unified! May we all be unified!

 (3) For your hand to lead and guide us, for your work in history,
 For your vision born inside us of a just society,
 God, we thank you and we pray now:
 May this vision come to be! May this vision come to be!



 (4) May we be a nation seeking ways that are both wise and fair,
 May our living and our speaking serve your purpose everywhere.
 May we follow where you lead us;
 God, this is our hope and prayer! God, this is our hope and prayer!

 
Benediction                                                                                                           Leif Lind
 Go to proclaim the freedom of Jesus Christ!
 Go to live the freedom of America!
 Go to protect the freedom to believe!
 May God bless us each! God bless America!
 God bless the world we love!

★ Congregational Hymn of Response                                               Lyrics: B. Lundblad     
                                                             “God Bless”                      Tune: God BleSS ameriCa
 God bless the world we love, stranger and friend,
 Go before us, restore us with a hope that despair cannot end.
 Ev’ry people, ev’ry nation, mighty ocean, heaven’s dome,
 God bless the world we love, our only home.

Postlude                             “Sinfonies de Fanfares: Rondeau”        Jean-Joseph Mouret

★ = Please stand where able.

Whether you’re a regular member or a visitor, we encourage you to continue to fellowship
with our Church family after the worship service!

Please also feel free to contact any of our pastoral staff if you have a question, want a visit, or need help.

deacon of the day: Glenda Mendizabal



Keep Up With City Church!                          

610 East California Avenue, Glendale, CA 91206 • 818-244-7241 • glendalecitychurch.org
“Revealing Christ, affirming all”

announcements and upcominG events:
The final reading of the Nominating Committee for the next 2-year period (starting October 
2019) has been printed. A motion and vote to accept this reading will be taken today.

Remember the Southern California Conference Constituency Session to be held Sunday, 
Sept. 22 (7:55 a.m.–1 p.m.) at the White Memorial Church.

Church member Jonathan Nunez, will spend July 21-August 4 away from college in 
Cusco, Peru on a mission trip with ADRA 
to build a school. He leaves July 20 and 
is asking his church for sponsorship and 
prayers: see his fundraiser page, https://
www.purecharity.com/jonathan-nunezs-
fundraiser-for-cnx-extreme-tr ip-1. 
(Over 30% of his $1,100 goal has been 
reached so far.)

Who is Carolyn Winfrey Gillette? You have probably noticed today and also, from time to 
time, Glendale City Church uses hymns by Carolyn. In an era when praise music is often 
the music of choice for church services, it may be surprising for some to discover that 
there are still well-known contemporary hymn writers. Names such as Brian Wren, Fred 
Kaan, Timothy Dudley-Smith, Ruth Duck, and Fred Pratt Green come to mind — several 
of whose hymns are found in our current Seventh-day Adventist 
Hymnal.

Carolyn fills a niche that is unusual, in that she writes dynamic, 
contemporary hymn texts and pairs them with well-known hymn 
tunes, thus eliminating the “need to learn a new hymn”! Gillette, 
a Methodist minister, now co-pastors a Presbyterian church in 
Philadelphia together with her husband Bruce. Her website, www.
carolynshymns.com showcases beautiful hymns arranged alphabetically, by scripture 
index, lectionary, subject matter, etc. Having written several hundred modern hymns (set 
to half as many familiar hymn tunes), Carolyn is continually writing fresh new hymns, 
addressing almost every religious concern (including relevant major socio-political events 
or natural catastrophes). The classic hymn of old has thus found a new setting in the 
modern Christian world!

• Get your copy of Intersections, our monthly magazine, available on campus
• Visit our website & sign up for our weekly e-newsletter: GlendaleCityChurch.org 
• Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
• Download our “Glendale City Church” app at your App Store


