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"Higher than the highest human thought can reach is God’s ideal for His children.
Before the student there is opened a path of continual progress, an object to achieve, 
a standard to attain that includes everything good, pure, and noble. Students will 
advance as fast and as far as possible in every branch of true knowledge. But their 
efforts will be directed to objects as much higher than mere selfish and temporal 
interests as the heavens are higher than the earth."

-Ellen G. White
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Christian Education 
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At City Church, our mission is to reveal the love of Christ in 
all its tenderness and grandeur to the community in which 
we live. We desire to embrace the wonder of humanity in its 
complexity, diversity, and beauty — and to do so without 
precondition. In short, we yearn to reveal the splendor of 
Christ and to a�  rm the worth of all people.

Glendale City Church welcomes 
people of all backgrounds into 
our church community. We 
do not discriminate based on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
culture, wealth, education, or 
religious background. If you are 
learning to love God and others, 
you belong here. God excludes 
no one. Neither do we.

Intersections is a monthly 
publication of the Glendale 
City Church of Seventh-day 

Adventists

Finding God at the 
Intersection of Our Lives

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

adventistpeace.org

Revealing Christ, 
Affi rming All

Glendale City is a Christian church a�  liated with the Seventh-day Adventist 
denomination. Our congregation was one of the � rst Adventist churches 
established in this part of Southern California.  While we continue to partner 
with this denomination, we are in a posture of protest against the unjust 
actions taken by our General Conference that attempt to undermine the 
contextualized work of the Adventist churches and centers of education in 
the Western United States.  We are in solidarity with the actions of our Paci� c 
Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both women and men as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current science 

to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities
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P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R

Freedom from salvation
Mike Kim

Have you ever been fi xated or obsessed with something that was aff ecting your life, like Smeagol in the book 
The Lord of the Rings, who was obsessed with the ring? It’s like an addiction that keeps you enslaved to it. What’s 
interesting is, even good things can become an obsession. I hear some people are obsessed with personal hygiene 
so much, they make their skin bleed from scrubbing.

Since it’s July, it’s time to celebrate freedom, but freedom from what? This might sound weird, but I think 
Christians are fi xated on salvation in an unhealthy way. Salvation is good news, but too many of us are obsessed 
with it. “Are you saved?” “Have you been saved?” For Adventists, it’s “are you ready for the second coming?” I venture 
to say Christians need freedom from salvation.

Yes. We are a religion that believes salvation is the focal point and the hub of all that we are. But should we be? 
You might say, “Well of course pastor Mike, salvation is what we are called to teach and preach. We do evangelism 
for salvation. We send missionaries for salvation. We have church and give off erings for salvation. Isn’t this the way 
it’s supposed to be? We’re supposed to be obsessed and fi xated on salvation, aren’t we?”

No. The calling of God for the church is not and should not be reward driven. Let me explain. Let’s say you 
are looking to get married and someone makes a proposal: “Marry me and after a while (30 years?), I will reward 
you with 1 billion dollars.” You like this off er so you get married. Now tell me, What is wrong with this picture? 
Everything, right? That’s not a real marriage, is it? It’s absurd and off ensive to the institution of marriage, to have it 
based on a reward.

So let me ask you, Why is it okay to base our connection to God on a reward? Perhaps we were coaxed into 
trying God with the lure of salvation at fi rst, but as we began to see the glimpse of God, salvation had to 
become secondary. Jesus goes a step further — “Whoever wants save his life will lose it” (Matthew 16:24). Is 
Jesus saying, if you focus on salvation, you won’t get it? I wouldn’t go that far. But what is abundantly clear 
to me is: Jesus doesn’t promote salvation obsession.

Let me give you another good reason we need salvation from salvation. Obsession with salvation is 
stressful. Did I make it? Am I okay? Am I saved God? If not, what more must I do? This is even worse for 
Adventists with the teachings on the close of probation. What a lovely phrase! It’s like the timer at the 
SATs. “Time’s up. No more time left to do any better on this test.” “Did I make it?” “Are my scores good 
enough for acceptance?” I am sad and sometimes angry that the “gospel of good news” gives so much 
stress and anxiety. And when we have children, that anxiety also multiplied and had babies. 

As we celebrate freedom this month, let’s allow God to set us free from one more thing — 
salvation. Let’s trust God with it because it’s none of our business. I love this song by a 17th-century 
Spanish writer:
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I love thee, Lord, but not because
I hope for heaven thereby,
Nor yet for fear that loving not
I might for ever die;

But for that thou didst all the world
Upon the cross embrace;
For us didst bear the nails and spear,
And manifold disgrace,

And griefs and torments numberless,
And sweat of agony;
E'en death itself; and all for one
Who was thine enemy.

Then why, most loving Jesus Christ,
Should I not love thee well,
Not for the sake of winning heaven,
Nor any fear of hell;

Not with the hope of gaining aught,
Nor seeking a reward;
But as thyself hast loved me,
O ever loving Lord!

E'en so I love thee, and will love,
And in thy praise will sing,
Solely because thou art my God
And my eternal King.

Glendale Adventist Academy 
& Elementary is now accepting 
applications for enrollment in all

TK-12 grades.
For more information call us!

First Day 
of School is 
August 20!
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Winter
• Christmas program 
• A+ students sing at GCC

LOTS OF FUN GOING ON AT 

A+ ADVENTIST
CHILDREN’S CENTER

Our History and Purpose

In, 1981, pastors Arthur Torres and Casey 
Bahr had a dream that was realized with the 
establishment of the A+ Adventist Children’s 
Center. 

The Center was begun with the express 
purpose of serving the Glendale Community 
and its children, ages 18 months and older. By 
1983 a Kindergarten class began, followed by 
the first grade. In the years that followed we 
grew to having up to 3rd grade, with Vacation 
“Camps” for children 6-10 years old.  Now we 
have returned to being just a pre-school, 18 
months to Pre-K.

Over the years, the A+ Adventist Children’s 
Center has enriched the lives of hundreds of 
children and has been a channel through which 
students of all beliefs have been introduced 
to the Adventist system of education and to a 
Christian lifestyle. Fall

• Back to school
• Fall Festival
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Summer 
• Pre-K graduation
• Independence Parade

Spring
• Plant our gardens — Glen & Pelle Educational Garden
• May Festival — silent auction & art show
• Teacher appreciation — Milestones 2019: Ms. Sato 

30 years at A+; 2018: Ms. Ofelia 10 years
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DO WHAT’S BEST 
FOR YOU BY 

DOING WHAT’S 
BEST FOR OTHERS

Want to know what is essential for individual health? Vibrant relationships. 
Having multiple, vibrant relationships is the strongest predictor for a person’s 
mental, physical, spiritual and fi nancial health. Everything gets easier when 
you are regularly in contact with people who care for you and for whom you 
care.

One of the myths about churches is that if you have a great preacher and 
great music, you’ll have a successful church. It’s easy for all of us to buy into the 
idea that we’re only successful when every space on every pew is fi lled and 
the off ering plate is overfl owing. While good attendance and generous giving 
are certainly present with healthy congregations, the characteristic that must 
be present for a church to be healthy is vibrant, growing relationships both 
among those who attend our weekly gatherings and with our neighbors in 
the city.  

This is why I still believe in spiritual community and why I am passionate 
about church. Church, when it understands its role, can become one of the 
most important things in a person’s life. By creating warm spaces for loving 
interaction, dynamic love grows in each person and spreads out to more and 
more people.  

At Glendale City Church, relationships rarely happen during worship. They 
happen in the interactions that happen through the amazing ministries 
where people come together to do the behind-the-scenes work, provide 
hospitality, care for our kids and bring love to our city.  

Are you fully taking advantage of the gift to yourself of serving in ministry 
at Glendale City? Are you missing out on the thrill of interacting with children 
and their parents in CityKids groups? Forgotten the fun you have working 
with the kitchen team on Potluck or Courtyard Café? Just becoming aware 
that you like meeting new people and the Greeting Team gives you access 
to dozens each week? Recognizing that if you woke up just a little earlier on 
Saturday morning, you’d have the chance to sing with vocalists who regularly 
perform in Disney Hall?  

Every two years, our church invests a summer in tuning up our volunteer 
ministries for the next two years. We’re in that process right now. How about 
letting one of the pastors know right now that you want to engage with one 
of the ministries on this page? Or if you’re one of those who has a burning 
passion to launch something not yet happening here, reach out to Leif, 
Johnny, Mike or Todd and take them to lunch to talk about what might be 
a call from God for you to begin right here, right now. Let’s keep stoking the 
transformative fi re of powerful relationships that make Glendale City Church 
the special spiritual community that it is!

Todd Leonard
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This month at Personal 
Growth Marketplace

P E R S O N A L  G R O W T H  M A R K E T P L A C E

Find groups and seminars that help you strengthen your spirituality, 
your health and your family.  Gatherings take place on Saturdays 
from  9:30-10:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted.

“The Least of These”

English Language Study - Chapel
Armenian Language Study - Room 11

Current Book Study: 
“Religious Literacy"
“Religious Literacy: What Every 
American Needs to Know — and Doesn’t” by Stephen Prothero. In 
the USA — probably the most religious Western country — half of its 
people can only name one of the four gospels, and most cannot name 
the first book of the Bible! Such ignorance creates human targets “too 
easily swayed by demagogues on the left or the right”. And the author 
maintains that, despite belief to the contrary, it was not secularists who 
enabled this illiteracy. “In one of the great ironies of American religious 
history,” Prothero writes, “it was the nation’s most fervent people of 
faith who steered us down the road to religious illiteracy. Just how that 
happened is one of the stories this book has to tell.” A fascinating and 
important book today, including a 100+ page dictionary of religious 
terms. Come and join the discussion with Pastor Leif!

Traditional Sabbath 
School Quarterly

Grace Center 
Fellowship Hall, 
North 

The Living Project
Classroom 4
A space where you can learn from other 
people’s stories and they can learn 
from your story.  This is a safe and open 
group that values authentic sharing.

Seniors Academy
July 20
Fellowship Hall, North 
Each third Saturday of the month we 
provide a special meal and fellowship 
time for members in the "third half 
of life," as well as seeking to address 
questions you as seniors may have. 
Lunch and presentation by Aylin 
Isayan with the City of Glendale 
Senior Services. 
department
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E V E N T S

Get connected
While having people attend one of our worships is 
wonderful, we want Glendale City Church to be more 
than just the place you visit on Saturday. We want this to 
be Your Church. This is why we strive to provide you with 
diff erent morning choices at Personal Growth Marketplace. 
Additionally, there are many other Saturday afternoon 
events, and mid-week events that occur. Another great 
way to meet people is by getting involved in one of our 
ministries. Joining our greeter team, helping the deacons 
take care of odds-and-ends around campus, working with 
our homeless ministries team and assisting our children’s 
staff  are great ways to make new friends. You have many 
chances to be a part of this Church Family. 

Each Saturday morning, our Courtyard Cafe opens for 
breakfast at 9:00 and remains open until the end of 
Personal Growth Marketplace groups at 10:30.

13
JULY

Morning Worship with
Mike Kim
9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market Place 
Classes
11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. Second Saturday Concert

6
JULY

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market Place 
Classes
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary

Independence Celebration with
Leif Lind

20
JULY

Morning Worship with
Mike Kim
9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes
11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
12:30 p.m. Seniors Luncheon, 
Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m. CityKids Courtyard 
Campfi re

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes
11 a.m. Morning Worship, Sanctuary
12:30 p.m. Potluck Lunch, all 
welcome, Fellowship Hall

27
JULY

Morning Worship with
Mike Kim

Saturday 
Worship & Events
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3
JULY

Frank Basile, piano
Jacqueline Suzuki, violin
Mozart & Schubert 17

JULY
Katherine Marsh, fl ute
Brendan White, piano
Flute Recital

g l e n d a l e n o o n c o n c e r t s . b l o g s p o t . c o m

GLENDALE NOON CONCERTS
Every 1st & 3rd Wed
12:10–12:40 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION

Relax During Your Lunch Hour With Live Music

M U S I C  A T  C I T Y  C H U R C H

Saturday
S E R I E S  C O N C E R T

Second
Brendan White, pianist, will present a program of 

Chopin, Scriabin and Liszt for the Second Saturday 
series concert on July 13 at 5 PM.

Originally from Tennessee, Brendan White enjoys the diverse life of a pianist in Los Angeles, where 
he combines his love of the traditional classical piano repertoire with an avid interest in genre-

bending modern and experimental music. White studied with Alice Jackson in Tennessee before 
attending the Eastman School of Music to study with Thomas Schumacher and then University of 
Southern California with Kevin Fitz-Gerald, where he was awarded Outstanding Master’s Graduate 

of the Thornton School of Music.
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Bring your family to the church courtyard 
for a fun evening of campfi re songs, 
s’mores and fun and games for all ages!

Courtyard
Campfi re

Providing safe places for children to learn about God, 
develop their faith, and learn how to love is one of 
our highest priorities. Our staff  and volunteers are 

committed to your child’s safety and have all undergone 
background checks. All our gatherings for youth are 
grace places, emphasizing God’s love for us and our 

call to graciously love others no matter who they are or 
where they are from.

11:00 -12:15 p.m.,
City Kids Worship kicks off  at 
11:00 a.m. in the lower level 
Multipurpose Room.  Parents can 
check in their children beginning 
at 10:45 a.m.  At 11:00, your kids 
will engage with Pastor Mike and 
the City Kids Team in song and 
story.  At 11:15, they’ll break out 
into diff erent age-appropriate 
worship options with their friends:

City Kids Worship

Newborn to 3 years  Room 2
(parents must be present)
4 to 7 years   Room 1
8 to 10 years  Room 3
11 to 13 years  Room 4

9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Courtyard
Arrive early and help yourself to 
a light breakfast and beverage 
in the courtyard before worship 
service! You may also meet new 
people!

Breakfast & 
Fellowship

Marketplace Childcare
9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Classroom 2
Now parents can attend a personal 
growth marketplace class while your 
kids have a fun, safe place just for them!

C I T Y  K I D S

CITY KIDS

July 20, 6:30 PM

Parents can pick up their children 
at their designated classroom as 
soon as adult worship concludes 
(12:15 p.m.).
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Join us for worship each Saturday at 11:00 a.m. 
in the Open Door Cafe and Lounge

In July we plan on having some fun-in-the-sun activities, a pool party at Pastor Mike's house, and a 
weekend camping trip at Dohini State Park. Dates TBD. Stay tuned for more information on these 

awesome summer activities by emailing pastors Mike or Lemar
(mikekim3@gmail.com, lpsandiford@gmail.com), or check our weekly announcements in the bulletin.
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On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
At Saturday Worship 
   During o� ering collection with provided donation 
envelopes, or at the giving kiosk in the foyer
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
Through Stock Transfer
   Please contact our treasurer, Dean Vendouris
In Your Estate Planning
   Please contact Victoria Lucero at the church o�  ce

How to Give

Pastoral Staff 
Todd Leonard, Senior x205
Mike Kim, Associate x206
Leif  Lind, Church Administration x207
Vigen Khachatryan, Armenian x215
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian x214
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach x219
Lemar Sandiford, Youth x220
Church Staff 
Victoria Lucero, Secretary  x202
Dean Vendouris, Treasurer x204
Wayne Libby, Facilities Administrator x214
Mindi Rub, Clerk x221
Malisa Smith, A+ School Director x203
Anji Arm, City Kids x222
Clarissa Shan, Choral Director x223
Kemp Smeal, Organist x224
Dave Ferguson, Concerts x218

C H U R C H 
D I R E C T O R Y

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

CRAFT YOUR GIVING 
PLAN WITH PLEDGE+

Glendale City Church relies on your 
consistent and generous donations 
to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget 
and your Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports 
Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding 
of our congregation’s two full-time 
pastors.  Church Budget pays for our 
other part-time pastors and ministry 
staff , youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and 
so much more.  With Pledge+, you’re 
invited to target a portion of your 
donation to the ministry you’re most 
passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale 
City Church is tax-deductible. 
Annual donation receipts are 
distributed in January.

Thank you for believing in the mission 
of Glendale City Church!

New Phone System For Pastoral & Church Staff . 
Dial 818-244-7241and enter the extention of the person 
you would like to reach. 

Church Offi  cers
• Head Elder & Church Board Chair – John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
• Head Elder – Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
• Head Deacon – Ronald Matusea (818-730-0350)
• Head Deacon – Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
• Assistant Organist – Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
• Audio Visual – Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
• A+ School Board Chair – Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)
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F A C I L I T I E S  M A P

M A I N  L E V E L

L O W E R  L E V E L

• Metro Local 90, 91 and 
Glendale Beeline 3, 31, 32: 
stop at Glendale Ave. and 
California Ave. Walk one 
block west on California

• Metro Express 780, 180, 181 
and Glendale Beeline 4, 11: 
stop at corner of Broadway 
and Glendale Ave. Walk one 
block west on Broadway 
and two blocks north on 
Isabel St.

Transit Info
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610 E. California Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91206

818-244-7241
glendalesda@gmail.com

WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG

Glendale City Church
610 East California Avenue
Glendale, CA 91206-3701
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