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At City Church, our mission is to reveal the love of Christ in 
all its tenderness and grandeur to the community in which 
we live. We desire to embrace the wonder of humanity in its 
complexity, diversity, and beauty — and to do so without 
precondition. In short, we yearn to reveal the splendor of 
Christ and to a�  rm the worth of all people.

Glendale City Church welcomes 
people of all backgrounds into 
our church community. We 
do not discriminate based on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
culture, wealth, education, or 
religious background. If you are 
learning to love God and others, 
you belong here. God excludes 
no one. Neither do we.

Intersections is a monthly 
publication of the Glendale 
City Church of Seventh-day 

Adventists

Finding God at the 
Intersection of Our Lives

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

adventistpeace.org

Revealing Christ, 
Affi rming All

Glendale City is a Christian church a�  liated with the Seventh-day Adventist 
denomination. Our congregation was one of the � rst Adventist churches 
established in this part of Southern California.  While we continue to partner 
with this denomination, we are in a posture of protest against the unjust 
actions taken by our General Conference that attempt to undermine the 
contextualized work of the Adventist churches and centers of education in 
the Western United States.  We are in solidarity with the actions of our Paci� c 
Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both women and men as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current science 

to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities
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There are many clues that reveal when a church is an Adventist 
Church.  Perhaps more than any other, is the greeting that 
permeates our ecclesiastical air each Saturday: “Happy Sabbath!”  
This two-word greeting is the lingual expression of our deep 
identi� cation with the importance of Sabbath-keeping in our 
weekly schedule; the call to obedience that we hear in the Sabbath 
commandment; and the hope of a permanent Sabbath-rest in 
God’s eternal kingdom to come.  This uniquely Adventist greeting, 
while I can’t document it, must have somehow evolved out of the 
traditional Jewish greeting of “Shabbat Shalom.”  And, no o� ense 
intended, I much prefer the ancient greeting, even as I’ll continue 
to say “Happy Sabbath” to the day I die.  But “Shabbat Shalom,” I 
think, speaks on a much deeper level to what the scriptures have 
consistently stated as the mission of God and God’s people.  

One of the recurring condemnations that God compelled the 
Hebrew prophets to communicate was directed at his people’s 
super� cial understanding of and complete lack of putting into 
practice the words “Sabbath” and “Peace:”  

When you come to appear before me, who has asked 
this of you, this trampling of my courts? Stop bringing 
meaningless o� erings! Your incense is detestable to me.  
New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations—I cannot bear 
your worthless assemblies. When you spread out your 
hands in prayer, I hide my eyes from you; even when you 
o� er many prayers, I am not listening. Your hands are full 
of blood!  Isaiah 1.12-13, 151

From the least to the greatest, all are greedy for gain; 
prophets and priests alike, all practice deceit. They dress 
the wound of my people as though it were not serious. 
“Peace, peace,” they say, when there is no peace. Are they 
ashamed of their detestable conduct? No, they have 
no shame at all; they do not even know how to blush.
Jeremiah 8.10-12

God’s gift of a ritual weekly day of rest and peace was intended to 
communicate a gift, a reminder and a mission for the human race.  
It was a gift to remind us that God is at peace with us and desires 
us to rest in his love and grace.  It is a reminder of the ultimate 
peace we will have at the culmination of all things when the earth 
is made new.  But it was also a calling for us, in the present, to do 
everything we can to replace actions of violence and injustice with 
actions of peace and love in all of our relationships at the personal, 
tribal, congregational and national levels.  

In 2014, Glendale City Church’s leadership voted to formally 
express our congregation’s commitment to plumb depths of 
“Happy Sabbath” and “Shabbat Shalom.” We voted to codify many 
of the practices we were already doing as well as initiate certain 
new practices in order to become certi� ed as an Adventist Peace 
Church2.  We recommitted ourselves to creating safe space for 
people who have been harmed in other faith communities.  We 
intentionally reach out beyond our campus to build cross-cultural 
and cross-religious relationships to bring about greater respect 
and, ultimately, love for one another.  We present di�  cult and 
awkward sermons at times to address areas where we need to 
grow as peacemakers.  And starting in 2018, we observe a Peace 
Sabbath on Memorial Day weekend.  

It is on Memorial Day weekend that we as Americans honor the men 
and women who have given the ultimate sacri� ce to ensure that all 
of us continue to enjoy our blessed liberty. For our congregation, 
in addition to honoring our dead, it also provides a reminder to us 
of the utter failure of war-mongering to bring about lasting peace 
in the world.  Violence begets violence; evil begets evil.  Memorial 
Day/Peace Sabbath is our annual call to re-engage in the tangible, 
measurable and sacri� cial work of making peace through actions 
of peace.  It is our yearly prodding to reject taking the easy way out 
and giving in to the temptation to use violent or unjust means to 
preserve our personal peace, or supporting political leaders who 
too easily spend our national treasure in needless bloodshed.  

I hope you will join me in our Peace Sabbath worship observance 
on May 25. Let us together rededicate ourselves to the mission of 
bringing about God’s Shabbat Shalom in the world where God says 
that humanity, one day, 

…will not labor in vain, nor will they bear children 
doomed to misfortune; for they will be a people blessed 
by the Lord, they and their descendants with them. Before 
they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will 
hear.  The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the 
lion will eat straw like the ox, and dust will be the serpent’s 
food.  They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy 
mountain, says the Lord.  Isaiah 65.23-25

SHABBAT
SHALOM

On Being an Adventist Peace 
Church and Observing
Peace Sabbath

1  Scripture texts are from the New International Version, Zondervan, 1995.
2  To learn more, visit: AdventistPeace.org4intersections



Pastor Mitch Henson once said that people cannot live 
without hope. I do have a hope that someday the pain 
will leave me. I also have the loving support of my family 
and my church family. Please continue to ask me how I am 
doing because some day I might be able to say “I am doing 
great”!

Each person has a story worth sharing.  What’s yours?  
Intersections would love for you to write about your 
journey, whether it has a neat and tidy ending or not.  
Please email your autobiographical re� ections to Victoria 
Lucero: glendalesda@gmail.com

BELONGING 

MY PAIN 
STORY BY LEE POSNER

After reading last month’s article by Kemp Smeal, I realize 
my story cannot compare with having a heart transplant! 
I cannot imagine going through something like that. No, 
Kemp had no choice, but it still took a lot of courage to go 
through that harrowing life-threatening experience.

My story started on March 15, 2017 when, walking back to 
my o�  ce (I worked as a controller for an entertainment-
related company), I suddenly felt the right side of my brain 
being attacked like I was being literally hit with a hammer. 
It turned out to be shingles, which is caused by a virus for 
people who had chicken pox as a child. By the time I took 
the anti-viral medication it was too late; the damage was 
done. Once the shingles was under control I was left with 
severe damage to a nerve on my right side. The technical 
term is Posturepedic Neuralgia. In September of that year I 
agreed to undergo brain surgery to see if they could repair 
the damage. The surgery was unsuccessful. 

Since the onset of the illness, I have had constant pain in the 
same area, the same area it turns out, where I have a history 
of migraines. I cannot sleep on my right side. I am able to 
drive, and to do many of the things I did before March 2017, 
but I have to live with the constant pain. Treatments since 
the surgery have included Botox, radiation, IV medications 
and the following prescription medications: Depakote, 
E� exor, Fentanyl, Inderal, Lyrica, Neurontin, Tegretol 
and Topamax. None of these treatments or medications 
improved my condition.

You must be wondering why this “downer” of a story 
appears in our monthly magazine. Despite all the setbacks 
and, despite any concrete hope of improvement I have 
learned to cope with the pain and I get up every day trying 
to be positive. In 1 Corinthians chapter 13, verse 13 it says 
“And now abide faith, hope and love, these three; but the 
greatest of these is love”.
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P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R

Lifting People Up in Burbank 
Brings New Work and
New Name to Communitas

Todd Leonard

The father of three of the world’s great religions wasn’t 
always named Abraham.  When he was born, his parents 
gave him the name Abram, which means “Exalted Father.”  
But as an adult who was willing to take big steps of faith 
to follow God to a new land where he would receive 
his promised o� spring, God gave him the new name of 
Abraham, which means, “Father of many nations.

Back in 2014, Glendale City Church took a leap of 
faith to establish and invest in a non-pro� t organization 
that would connect our congregation with the people 
and organizations in our community so that together, we 
could have a genuine, life-changing impact in the lives of 
Glendale residents who were struggling in poverty. 

Originally named Glendale Communitas Initiative, 
this � edgling non-pro� t has grown up since it opened 
its doors in 2015 and has helped hundreds of people in 
Glendale and East Los Angeles break free from poverty 
and develop the � nancial management skills necessary 
to maintain their household stability.  More than a dozen 
congregations regularly utilize Communitas for their 
members and neighbors in need.  Non-pro� t organizations 
like Head Start and Paci� c Clinics depend on Communitas 
as a partner for serving their clients.  Glendale’s libraries 
and parks want more poverty prevention services than 
Communitas can currently provide.  Because of its track 
record of success, the Continuum of Care program with 
the City of Glendale hired Communitas in 2018 as one 
of its contractors in helping its clients � nd permanent 
housing.  

Thanks to its reputation and because of Communitas 
board member Frieda Hovsepian’s work with Los Angeles 
County, Supervisor Kathryn Barger’s o�  ce introduced 
Communitas to the Burbank Housing Corporation. Barger 
had been following Burbank’s development of their Lifting 
People Up initiative, a bold and innovative plan to not 
just get residents struggling in poverty into permanent 
housing, but to keep working with them until they had 
achieved a sustainable middle-class status.  She was 

convinced that Communitas had 
what Burbank needed to help them 
reach this objective.  For six months, 
Executive Director Jason Schlatter 
and Burbank Housing leaders 

worked to develop a three-year strategic plan where 
Communitas’ JumpStart Case Managers and Money Matter 
Financial Coaches would join hands with Burbank residents 
as they worked their way towards stability.  At its March 
26th meeting, the Burbank City Council approved this new 
collaboration, investing $ 50,000 per year in Communitas 
to do its work.  

Because of our congregation’s commitment to 
become our community’s best friend, and its willingness 
to risk signi� cant funds to do so, there will be more and 
more people in Glendale and now, Burbank, who will 
experience life-change because of us.  And because it 
is no longer just a service provider to Glendale, but to 
Burbank—as well as East LA communities like Eagle Rock 
and Highland Park—a name change was needed.  Moving 
forward, The Communitas Initiative will remain open 
to its calling to help people overcome poverty, together, 
wherever they are called to serve.

Joining the Story of Communitas

Because its services are in more demand than 
ever before, The Communitas Initiative is looking 
to signi� cantly expand its volunteer corps.  How 
can you bring the blessing of Communitas to 
others?  See if one of these options speak to you.

• JumpStart Point Person.  Each month, 
Joylene Wagner, Jumpstart Volunteer 
Director, is hosting training sessions for 
individuals who would like to be a � rst-
contact JumpStart point person on their 
congregation’s or non-pro� t’s campus.  
If you would enjoy being that person 
for Glendale City Church or at another 
organization you serve, please contact 
Joylene at: jkate4400@aol.com.6intersections



• Money Matters One-to-One Coach.  If you do a good job of keeping your family’s budget, 
enjoy serving as a mentor, and/or can communicate e� ectively in one or more languages, 
you could become an integral in� uence in helping someone stay out of poverty.  Reach out 
to Bryan Schwartz, Money Matters Director, to schedule a time to meet and get involved: 
bschwartz510@gmail.com.

  
• Phone Reception and O�  ce Managing.  Our executive director and case managers would 

bene� t from having someone give 4-8 hours a week to help keep its o�  ce in order and to 
answer the phone.  If this interests you, or if you’re open to some other arrangement where 
you could provide one or both of these services, please contact Jason Schlatter: jason@
glendalecommunitasinitiative.org.

  
• Nominate Yourself or Another to the Communitas 2025 Advisory Council.  Communitas 

is building a team of door-opening, resource-tapping and colleague-connecting movers and 
shakers who will: 1) Be on call to the sta�  and board of directors as needed; 2) Attend and 
provide counsel at its annual 2025 Vision Retreat in October; and 3) Donate at least $1000 
a year.  If you have someone in mind who you think would love helping Communitas build 
capacity and momentum to get to the next level, contact me: todd.j.leonard@gmail.com. 7 intersections



1
MAY

Music of the 
"Boston Six"
Calico Winds

15
MAY

Stamitz, 
Krumlovsky, 
Haydn
Ergo Musica

g l e n d a l e n o o n c o n c e r t s . b l o g s p o t . c o m

Saturday, May 11, 5 p.m.

GLENDALE NOON CONCERTS
Every 1st & 3rd Wed
12:10–12:40 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION

Relax During Your Lunch Hour With Live Music

Vieness Duo–piano

Church
Music

at City

Second Saturday Concert

Bonus Concert

Comprising pianists Vijay Venkatesh 
and Eva Schaumkell, Vieness Duo 

will feature works from Barber, 
Schubert, Brahms and More.
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This month at Personal 
Growth Marketplace

P E R S O N A L  G R O W T H  M A R K E T P L A C E

Find groups and seminars that help you strengthen your spirituality, 
your health and your family.  Gatherings take place on Saturdays 
from  9:30-10:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted.

“Family Seasons”

English Language Study - Chapel
Armenian Language Study - Room 11

Current Book Study: 
“Religious Literacy"
“Religious Literacy: What Every 
American Needs to Know — and Doesn’t” by Stephen Prothero. In 
the USA — probably the most religious Western country — half of its 
people can only name one of the four gospels, and most cannot name 
the first book of the Bible! Such ignorance creates human targets “too 
easily swayed by demagogues on the left or the right”. And the author 
maintains that, despite belief to the contrary, it was not secularists who 
enabled this illiteracy. “In one of the great ironies of American religious 
history,” Prothero writes, “it was the nation’s most fervent people of 
faith who steered us down the road to religious illiteracy. Just how that 
happened is one of the stories this book has to tell.” A fascinating and 
important book today, including a 100+ page dictionary of religious 
terms. Come and join the discussion with Pastor Leif!

Traditional Sabbath 
School Quarterly

Grace Center 
Fellowship Hall, 
North 

The Living Project 
Classroom 4
A space where you can learn from other 
people’s stories and they can learn 
from your story.  This is a safe and open 
group that values authentic sharing.

Seniors Academy
May 18, 12:30 p
Fellowship Hall, North 
Each third Sataurday of the month we 
provide a special meal and fellowship 
time for members in the "third half 
of life," as well as seeking to address 
questions you as seniors may have. 
This month our guest speaker is Kemp 
Smeal, " The Art of 
Leaning Into Life’s 
Challenges."
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E V E N T S

Get connected
While having people attend one of our worships is 
wonderful, we want Glendale City Church to be more 
than just the place you visit on Saturday. We want this to 
be Your Church. This is why we strive to provide you with 
di� erent morning choices at Personal Growth Marketplace. 
Additionally, there are many other Saturday afternoon 
events, and mid-week events that occur. Another great 
way to meet people is by getting involved in one of our 
ministries. Joining our greeter team, helping the deacons 
take care of odds-and-ends around campus, working with 
our homeless ministries team and assisting our children’s 
sta�  are great ways to make new friends. You have many 
chances to be a part of this Church Family. 

11
MAY

Mother's Day Worship with
Leif Lind
11 a.m. Sanctuary

 5:00 p.m. Second Saturday Series 
                    Concert, Sanctuary

Los Angeles Adventist Forum

May 18, 2019, 3:00 p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd.  Bonnie Dwyer, Editor of Spectrum 
Magazine, joins us to report on the General Conference Spring Meetings. 

Free event; all welcome. Light refreshments following talk.

4
MAY

Morning Worship with 
Todd Leonard, 
11 a.m. Sanctuary

18
MAY

Morning Worship with
Todd Leonard
11 a.m. Sanctuary

12:30 p.m. Senior's Academy,    
                     Fellowship Hall
3:00 p.m. Los Angeles Adventist 
                   Forum, Chapel 
                   (note the special day)

6:30 p.m. Courtyard Camp� re

12:30 Potluck, all welcome, 
Fellowship Hall

25
MAY

Peace Sabbath with
Todd Leonard
11 a.m. Sanctuary

Current Volunteer Opportunities
Courtyard Cafe Team: Serving, hosting, fellowship. This 
team preps the continental breakfast served just before 
Personal Growth Marketplace break into sessions. 

Greeter Team: Helpful, smiles, social. Be the face that 
church members and visitors see when they come to 
service. 

Deacon Team: Serve, support, caretake. Support the 
Pastoral Team Saturday mornings with operational 
responsibilities and other church campus duties.

Saturday 
Events

10intersections



Get connected

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Help Us 
Provide Sunday 
Lunches for 70 
People Each 
Sunday in May

City Church is part of a network of churches in Glendale who make certain that those 
who are in need get fed each Sunday. Each May provides us the opportunity to 
come together to volunteer our time, energy, talents and personalities to serve our 
neighbors.  

VOLUNTEER NEEDS AND WHAT TO EXPECT
•  We need volunteers to set up and put away tables and chairs
• We need kitchen preparation sta� , food line servers, and friendly people to 

interact with our guests
• On May 26, La Crescenta Presbyterian Church serves lunch on our campus so 

we will only need people to set up and clean up the fellowship hall
• To volunteer, email Pastor Todd at todd.j.leonard@gmail.com

Thanks to the Ramasamy family for coordinating May 5 & 12 lunches, Cheri Watson and 
family for coordinating May 19, and thanks to La Crescenta Presbyterian Church for 
coordinating the May 26 meal.

If you can be a Financial Donor, denote your gift “Emergency Fund” on your tithe 
envelope, or donate at Adventist Giving online.

COMPANION BOOK

FOR SERMON SERIES
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Bring your family to the church courtyard 
for a fun evening of camp� re songs, 
s’mores and fun and games for all ages!

Courtyard
Camp� re

Providing safe places for children to learn about God, 
develop their faith, and learn how to love is one of 
our highest priorities. Our sta�  and volunteers are 

committed to your child’s safety and have all undergone 
background checks. All our gatherings for youth are 
grace places, emphasizing God’s love for us and our 

call to graciously love others no matter who they are or 
where they are from.

11:00 -12:15 p.m.,
City Kids Worship kicks o�  at 
11:00 a.m. in the lower level 
Multipurpose Room.  Parents can 
check in their children beginning 
at 10:45 a.m.  At 11:00, your kids 
will engage with Pastor Mike and 
the City Kids Team in song and 
story.  At 11:15, they’ll break out 
into di� erent age-appropriate 
worship options with their friends:

City Kids Worship

Newborn to 3 years  Room 2
(parents must be present)
4 to 7 years   Room 1
8 to 10 years  Room 3
11 to 13 years  Room 4

9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Courtyard
Arrive early and help yourself to 
a light breakfast and beverage 
in the courtyard before worship 
service! You may also meet new 
people!

Breakfast & 
Fellowship

Marketplace Childcare
9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Classroom 2 
Now parents can attend a personal 
growth marketplace class while your 
kids have a fun, safe place just for them!

C I T Y  K I D S

CITY KIDS

May 18, 6:30 PM

Parents can pick up their children 
at their designated classroom as 
soon as adult worship concludes 
(12:15 p.m.). 
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Open Door is a community of high school students seeking 
to connect teens in positive relationships.  Each week we 
guide them to a deepening experience with God and provide 
opportunities to love and care for others.

Calling all Academic Graduates! 
We would like to celebrate our graduates from all grades, 
including college, in our next magazine. Please submit a 
photo and culmination information to the Church Office by 
May 20:  glendalesda@gmail.com

Join us for worship each 
Saturday at 11:00 a.m. in 
the Open Door Café & Lounge

19
MAY

Serving our Neighbors: 
the Sunday Lunch Program
Come and do good on a Sunday. Contact 
Pastors Mike or Lemar to volunteer!
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On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
At Saturday Worship  
   During o� ering collection with provided donation 
envelopes, or at the giving kiosk in the foyer
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
Through Stock Transfer
   Please contact our treasurer, Dean Vendouris
In Your Estate Planning
   Please contact Victoria Lucero at the church o�  ce

How to Give

Pastoral Sta� 
Todd Leonard, Senior (818-244-7241, o�  ce)
Mike Kim, Associate (818-468-6453)
Leif  Lind, Church Administration (909-557-5230)
Rudy Torres, Emeritus  (714-318-1975)
Smuts van Rooyen, Emeritus
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach (909-382-1912)
Lemar Sandiford, Youth (951-440-8575)
Vigen Khachatryan, Armenian (747-231-8702)
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian (909-528-2545)

C H U R C H 
D I R E C T O R Y

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

Church Finances Snapshot
January to March 2019
Tithe
• Rec'd        92,527
• Goal          90,429
• Di�             2,098

City Church Budget  J
• Rec'd           99,867
• Needed      129,507
• Di�               (29,640)

CRAFT YOUR GIVING
PLAN WITH PLEDGE

Glendale City Church relies on your 
consistent and generous donations 
to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget 
and your Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports 
Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding 
of our congregation’s two full-time 
pastors.  Church Budget pays for our 
other part-time pastors and ministry 
sta� , youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and 
so much more.  With Pledge+, you’re 
invited to target a portion of your 
donation to the ministry you’re most 
passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale 
City Church is tax-deductible. 
Annual donation receipts are 
distributed in January.

Thank you for believing in the mission 
of Glendale City Church!

Church O�  cers
• Head Elder & Church Board Chair

John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
• Head Elder

Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
• Head Deacon

Ronald Matusea (818-730-0350)
• Head Deacon

Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
• Choir Director

Clarissa Shan-Lewis (909-709-3596)
• Organist

Kemp Smeal (714-658-4885)
• Assistant Organist

Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
• Secretary

Victoria Lucero
(glendalesda@gmail.com)

• Treasurer
Dean Vendouris
(818-244-7241, o�  ce)

• Church Membership Clerk
Mindi Rüb (mindilus@mac.com)

• City Kids Director
Anji Arm (818-632-7374)

• Audio Visual
Kris Wahagheghe
(kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)

• A+ School Board Chair
Glen Christensen
(plbboss@aol.com)

• A+ School Director
Malisa Smith (818-241-9353)

• Facilities Administrator
Wayne Libby (760-409-6719)



F A C I L I T I E S  M A P

M A I N  L E V E L

L O W E R  L E V E L

• Metro Local 90, 91 and 
Glendale Beeline 3, 31, 32: 
stop at Glendale Ave. and 
California Ave. Walk one 
block west on California

• Metro Express 780, 180, 181 
and Glendale Beeline 4, 11: 
stop at corner of Broadway 
and Glendale Ave. Walk one 
block west on Broadway 
and two blocks north on 
Isabel St.

Transit Info
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610 E. California Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91206

818-244-7241
glendalesda@gmail.com

WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG

Glendale City Church
610 East California Avenue
Glendale, CA 91206-3701
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