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At City Church, our mission is to reveal the love of Christ in 
all its tenderness and grandeur to the community in which 
we live. We desire to embrace the wonder of humanity in its 
complexity, diversity, and beauty — and to do so without 
precondition. In short, we yearn to reveal the splendor of 
Christ and to a�  rm the worth of all people.

Glendale City Church welcomes 
people of all backgrounds into 
our church community. We 
do not discriminate based on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
culture, wealth, education, or 
religious background. If you are 
learning to love God and others, 
you belong here. God excludes 
no one. Neither do we.

Intersections is a monthly 
publication of the Glendale 
City Church of Seventh-day 

Adventists

Finding God at the 
Intersection of Our Lives

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

adventistpeace.org

Revealing Christ, 
Affi rming All

Glendale City is a Christian church a�  liated with the Seventh-day Adventist 
denomination. Our congregation was one of the � rst Adventist churches 
established in this part of Southern California.  While we continue to partner 
with this denomination, we are in a posture of protest against the unjust 
actions taken by our General Conference that attempt to undermine the 
contextualized work of the Adventist churches and centers of education in 
the Western United States.  We are in solidarity with the actions of our Paci� c 
Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both women and men as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current science 

to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities
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P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R

EASTER — 
WHAT  
DIFFERENCE 
DOES IT MAKE?

Leif T. Lind

“ To preach Christianity meant [to the apostles] primarily to preach the 
resurrection.… The resurrection is the central theme in every Christian 
sermon reported in the Acts. The resurrection, and its consequences, 
was the ‘gospel’ or good news which the Christians brought .”
C. S. Lewis, “Miracles”, p. 234

In a few weeks the Christian world will celebrate its most important event: the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. While for many of us Christmas1  evokes enjoyable memories of time spent with 
family and friends, the Easter resurrection message remains the de�nitive milestone in our faith. 

Paul, with his usual logical approach, makes this clear in his letter to the Corinthian church: 
If Christ has not been resurrected, our faith is useless, futile (1 Cor. 15:17).  As the Message 
translation words it, “If there’s no resurrection for Christ, … everything you’ve staked your life 
on is smoke and mirrors” (v. 14).

One may quibble over other apparent inconsistencies in scripture; the resurrection is one 
event that does not easily lend itself to that. The implications of this supernatural event are 
momentous; it is for this reason that philosophers and theologians throughout history have 
debated it.

1Christmas, a favorite holiday for many, was not celebrated until several centuries a�er 
Christ’s birth; Easter was always the focus for Christians.4intersections



What actually happened on that fateful Easter Sunday?  With the hindsight of 2,000 years, what are we to 
make of the certainty with which the early believers proclaimed their resurrection faith? Could they simply have 
been mistaken?

Traditional arguments against a literal resurrection have included that Jesus was only apparently dead on 
Good Friday and that he revived by Sunday. Or that the disciples came to the tomb and somehow spirited away 
his body without anyone else knowing about it. Or that they so badly wanted to believe that he was alive that 
they all hallucinated that they had seen the risen Lord!

The problem is that the facts do not really allow these interpretations. No one could break through the 
Roman seal and the guards watching over the tomb. For the disciples to have succeeded would have meant 
certain death for the Roman sentry. And certainly the Jewish leaders had nothing to gain by spiriting away Jesus’ 
body.

Further, to believe the disciples “mass hallucinated” that they had seen Jesus alive de�es credibility. Mass 
hallucination simply does not occur. Paul alludes to the fact that over 500 people witnessed the risen Christ (1 
Cor. 15:6), many of whom were still alive at the time of writing. It is unlikely to have deceived so many people, 
who would know what their own eyes had seen.

That the �rst Christians truly believed what they had seen 
is obvious, and the idea that this was just a ruse to gain new 
converts is hardly credible. Yes, martyrs and terrorists may die 
for a cause they believe in. No one, however, dies for something 
that they know is a lie! It is apparent that the disciples, nearly 
all of whom died violent martyrs’ deaths, had no doubt in 
their minds that Christ is alive.

As theologian Peter Kreeft put it, “Why would the apostles 
lie? Liars always lie for sel�sh reasons. If they lied, what was 
their motive, what did they get out of it? What they got out of 
it was misunderstanding, rejection, persecution, torture, and 
martyrdom. Hardly a list of perks!”

In the end, of course, since none of us was there at the 
time, we must choose whether to accept the eyewitness 
accounts we have been given. The evidence is strong; but 
faith, by de�nition, must make the �nal move. We may choose 
to believe without having all the answers.

This Easter, I believe we may 
con�dently say, together with 
believers from all ages, “Christ is 
risen. He is risen indeed!”
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Walking down a long, starkly white, cold 
hallway from the hospital catheterization 
lab waiting room, a newly transplanted 
heart patient knows the destination, 
purpose, and importance of the stroll and 
appointment. Medical personnel in red, 
blue and black scrubs dotted the hallway 
with color and generated an energy of 
human connectivity. Veering right near the 
end of the corridor, the patient exited the 
hallway of human activity into the serene, 
cold, sterile interior of the catheterization 
lab. Warmly greeted by Faith, the nurse, 
the patient felt more at ease and complied 
with instructions to remove his shirt and 
mount the operating table. Laying down 
on the narrow, steel table was the � rst step 
to receiving a heart biopsy to check for 
rejection. Blankets were draped over the 
patient’s body to keep him warm during the 
procedure. Sterilization topical treatment 

was applied on the right side of the neck 
area, followed by placing a blue, light-
weight sterile cloth over half of his face and 
neck. Cardiothoracic surgeon, Dr. Mark Barr, 
applied pressure on the jugular vein with 
his � ngers, inserted and threaded a long 
catheter across the patient’s upper chest 
and collar bone region with a trajectory of 
placing the catheter in the beating heart. 
Within seconds Dr. Barr said, “We are Deep 
Inside the Heart.” I love his words! 

Su�ering is endemic to the human 
experience. Painful physical, emotional, 
� nancial, relationship, and traumatic events 
can invade our lives like an uninvited, brash 
house guest causing disorganization, 
disruption, confusion, disequilibrium, 
fear, anger, depression, uncertainty, and 
dissolving of life’s meaning and purpose. 
Eckhart Tolle says, “the ‘dark night of the 

BELONGING 

DEEP INSIDE 
THE HEART

BY KEMP L. SMEAL
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soul’ is a term used to describe what one could call a collapse of perceived meaning in 
life … an eruption into your life creating a deep sense of meaninglessness.” In our mind 
and “deep inside our heart” we can struggle to make sense of our pain and su�ering. 
An open heart and mind invites a compassionate path for transformation and expanded 
perspectives on humanity, healing, and personal development.

Though I am no stranger to su�ering and pain throughout my life journey, the foundation 
of my existence, as I knew it, collapsed four years ago creating a personal earthquake of 
seismic proportions. A nonsensical, confusing, and “inconvenient” health crisis during 
March and April of 2015 was psychologically, emotionally, and physically disorganizing 
and disrupting. At some point in my life, a silent heart attack caused unrepairable damage 
to the left ventricle of my heart resulting in congestive heart failure. A heart transplant 
was the treatment option prescribed to keep me alive.

Formidable determination, perseverance, stubbornness, willpower, humor, and vision 
for health and wellness became the focus of my cognitive processes as I lay in hospital 
beds surrounded by medical professionals, medical devices and machines, friends, family 
and colleagues for two months. The “badass” part of me engaged to navigate the su�ering 
and challenges of my illness, uncertainty of the new heart’s time of arrival, and what my 
life would be like after my transplant. I learned to become my own health care advocate 
voicing my thoughts and feelings, expressing my needs and desires, asking questions 
and staying curious. I got honest about the possibility I might die and not make it to the 
new heart. There was no head space in me for lamenting or “woe is me” thinking; but 
instead, my focus was on trusting my medical team to � gure out what the problem was, 
getting it � xed, and getting on with my life! I relaxed into the process trusting there was 
a higher power intervening on my behalf. Miraculously, I received my new heart on April 
27, 2015, approximately 30 days after I was listed priority 1A on the heart transplant list.

Su�ering congestive heart failure, being a cardiac patient in ICU for approximately 
60 days, receiving a new heart from another human being, and experiencing the love, 
care and generosity of my community of family, friends, colleagues, church and temple 
congregations, and gifted medical sta� at Keck Hospital USC has transformed my life to say 
the least. The transformation is a sacred journey I live each day. Compassion, gratitude, 
love and care for people has deepened; appreciation for relationships, community, health 
and wellness, beauty and human connectivity has increased; my work as a therapist and 
musician has become even more dynamic and powerful; my awareness of the value of life 
and time being of the essence, not to be wasted on mindless conversations, activities and 
thoughts is stronger then ever. My new heart is amazing and I feel healthy and strong. I 
am extravagantly grateful for my heart and life!

While di�cult to fully articulate, I experience a dynamic connectivity with my donor’s 
heart, energy, and essence. For me, it is a mystical and spiritual experience, part of the 
sacred transformational journey that I love and embrace. I am honored to take care of and 
love his heart. For this part of the journey, I believe we were to meet each other on April 
27, 2015, “deep inside the heart.”

BELONGING 

DEEP INSIDE 
THE HEART
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Piano & Violin
Alexander Knecht – violin
Brendan White – piano
Faure & Stravinsky 17

APR
Piano & Cello
Maksim Velichkin – cello
Brendan White – piano
Strauss' Cello Sonata

g l e n d a l e n o o n c o n c e r t s . b l o g s p o t . c o m

Saturday, April 13, 5 p.m.

GLENDALE NOON CONCERTS
Every 1st & 3rd Wed
12:10–12:40 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION

Relax During Your Lunch Hour With Live Music

Louis Mo - Violinst
Jaiyi Shi - Piano Accomanist

Church
Music

at City
Second Saturday Concert
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This month at Personal 
Growth Marketplace

P E R S O N A L  G R O W T H  M A R K E T P L A C E

Find groups and seminars that help you strengthen your spirituality, 
your health and your family.  Gatherings take place on Saturdays 
from  9:30-10:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted.

“Family Seasons”

English Language Study - Chapel
Armenian Language Study - Room 11

Current Book Study: 
“Religious Literacy"
“Religious Literacy: What Every 
American Needs to Know — and Doesn’t” by Stephen Prothero. In 
the USA — probably the most religious Western country — half of its 
people can only name one of the four gospels, and most cannot name 
the first book of the Bible! Such ignorance creates human targets “too 
easily swayed by demagogues on the left or the right”. And the author 
maintains that, despite belief to the contrary, it was not secularists who 
enabled this illiteracy. “In one of the great ironies of American religious 
history,” Prothero writes, “it was the nation’s most fervent people of 
faith who steered us down the road to religious illiteracy. Just how that 
happened is one of the stories this book has to tell.” A fascinating and 
important book today, including a 100+ page dictionary of religious 
terms. Come and join the discussion with Pastor Leif!

Traditional Sabbath 
School Quarterly

Grace Center 
Fellowship Hall, 
North Side 

The Living Project 
Classroom 4

A space where you can learn from other 
people’s stories and they can learn 
from your story.  This is a safe and open 
group that values authentic sharing.

Seniors Academy
May 18
We’re taking April o�  and return with a 
presentation by Kemp Smeal in May
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E V E N T S

Get connected
While having people attend one of our worships is 
wonderful, we want Glendale City Church to be more 
than just the place you visit on Saturday. We want this to 
be Your Church. This is why we strive to provide you with 
di� erent morning choices at Personal Growth Marketplace. 
Additionally, there are many other Saturday afternoon 
events, and mid-week events that occur. Another great 
way to meet people is by getting involved in one of our 
ministries. Joining our greeter team, helping the deacons 
take care of odds-and-ends around campus, working with 
our homeless ministries team and assisting our children’s 
sta�  are great ways to make new friends. You have many 
chances to be a part of this Church Family. 

13
APR

Palm Sabbath Worship with
A+ Children's Center & 
CityKids
9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market Place 
Classes
11 a.m. Worship Mike Kim, Sanctuary
 5:00 p.m. Second Saturday Series 
Concert, Sanctuary

Los Angeles Adventist Forum

April 27, 2019, 3:00 p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Dr. Elizabeth Johnston Taylor, 
Professor of Nursing at LLU presents  "Prayer and Illness: Evidence-Informed Re� ections." 

Free event; all welcome. Light refreshments following talk.

6
APR

Esperanza is a graduate of Oakwood 
University and currently enrolled at 
Fuller Theological Seminary.

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market Place 
Classes
11 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary

Morning Worship with 
Esperanza Terrell

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes
11 a.m. Worship Mike Kim, Sanctuary
3:00 p.m. Los Angeles Adventist 
Forum, Chapel

27
APR

Morning Worship and 
Armenian Genocide 
Remembrance

20
APR

Easter Celebration with 
Sanctuary Choir and
Mike Kim
9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes
10:00 a.m. City Kids Easter 
Celebration
11 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
12:30 Potluck, all welcome, 
Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m. Courtyard Camp� re

10intersections



ADVENTIST EDUCATION 
& COMMUNITY EVENTS

Help Us 
Provide Sunday 
Lunches for 70 
People Each 
Sunday in May

City Church is part of a network of churches in Glendale who make certain that those 
who are in need get fed each Sunday. Each May provides us the opportunity to 
come together to volunteer our time, energy, talents and personalities to serve our 
neighbors.  

VOLUNTEER NEEDS AND WHAT TO EXPECT
•  We need volunteers to set up and put away tables and chairs
• We need kitchen preparation sta� , food line servers, and friendly people to 

interact with our guests
• On May 26, La Crescenta Presbyterian Church serves lunch on our campus so 

we will only need people to set up and clean up the fellowship hall
• To volunteer, email Pastor Todd at todd.j.leonard@gmail.com

Thanks to the Ramasamy family for coordinating May 5 & 12 lunches, and thanks to
La Crescenta Presbyterian Church for coordinating the May 26 meal.

If you can be a Financial Donor, denote your gift “Emergency Fund” on your tithe 
envelope, or donate at Adventist Giving online.
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Bring your family to the church courtyard 
for a fun evening of camp� re songs, 
s’mores and fun and games for all ages!

Courtyard
Camp� re

Providing safe places for children to learn about God, 
develop their faith, and learn how to love is one of 
our highest priorities. Our sta�  and volunteers are 

committed to your child’s safety and have all undergone 
background checks. All our gatherings for youth are 
grace places, emphasizing God’s love for us and our 

call to graciously love others no matter who they are or 
where they are from.

11:00 -12:15 p.m.,
City Kids Worship kicks o�  at 
11:00 a.m. in the lower level 
Multipurpose Room.  Parents can 
check in their children beginning 
at 10:45 a.m.  At 11:00, your kids 
will engage with Pastor Mike and 
the City Kids Team in song and 
story.  At 11:15, they’ll break out 
into di� erent age-appropriate 
worship options with their friends:

City Kids Worship

Newborn to 3 years  Room 2
(parents must be present)
4 to 7 years   Room 1
8 to 10 years  Room 3
11 to 13 years  Room 4

9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Courtyard
Arrive early and help yourself to 
a light breakfast and beverage 
in the courtyard before worship 
service! You may also meet new 
people!

Breakfast & 
Fellowship

Marketplace Childcare
9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Classroom 2 
Now parents can attend a personal 
growth marketplace class while your 
kids have a fun, safe place just for them!

C I T Y  K I D S

CITY KIDS

April 20, 6:30 PM

Parents can pick up their children 
at their designated classroom as 
soon as adult worship concludes 
(12:15 p.m.). 
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Open Door is a community of high school 
students seeking to connect teens in positive 
relationships.  Each week we guide them to a 
deepening experience with God and provide 
opportunities to love and care for others.

Union Rescue Mission, Los Angeles. Pastor 
Lemar will be assemblying a group of teens 
from CityChurch and Glendale Adventist 
Academy to feed the homeless at the 
Union Rescue Mission. If you are interested, 
contact Pastor Lemar.

Join us for worship each 
Saturday at 11:00 a.m. in 

the Open Door Café & Lounge

5, 6, 7
APR
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On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
At Saturday Worship  
   During o� ering collection with provided donation 
envelopes, or at the giving kiosk in the foyer
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
Through Stock Transfer
   Please contact our treasurer, Dean Vendouris
In Your Estate Planning
   Please contact Victoria Lucero at the church o�  ce

How to Give

Pastoral Sta� 
Todd Leonard, Senior (818-244-7241, o�  ce)
Mike Kim, Associate (818-468-6453)
Leif  Lind, Church Administration (909-557-5230)
Rudy Torres, Emeritus  (714-318-1975)
Smuts van Rooyen, Emeritus
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach (909-382-1912)
Lemar Sandiford, Youth (951-440-8575)
Vigen Khachatryan, Armenian (747-231-8702)
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian (909-528-2545)

C H U R C H 
D I R E C T O R Y

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

Church Finances Snapshot

Monthly
• Tithe       Feb 2019
• Rec'd        61,792
• Goal         52,145
• Di�              9,647

City Church Budget  Feb 2019
• Rec'd           60,605
• Needed      86,338
• Di�               (25,733)

CRAFT YOUR GIVING
PLAN WITH PLEDGE

Glendale City Church relies on your 
consistent and generous donations 
to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget 
and your Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports 
Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding 
of our congregation’s two full-time 
pastors.  Church Budget pays for our 
other part-time pastors and ministry 
sta� , youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and 
so much more.  With Pledge+, you’re 
invited to target a portion of your 
donation to the ministry you’re most 
passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale 
City Church is tax-deductible. 
Annual donation receipts are 
distributed in January.

Thank you for believing in the mission 
of Glendale City Church!

Church O�  cers
• Head Elder & Church Board Chair

John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
• Head Elder

Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
• Head Deacon

Ronald Matusea (818-730-0350)
• Head Deacon

Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
• Choir Director

Clarissa Shan-Lewis (909-709-3596)
• Organist

Kemp Smeal (714-658-4885)
• Assistant Organist

Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
• Secretary

Victoria Lucero
(glendalesda@gmail.com)

• Treasurer
Dean Vendouris
(818-244-7241, o�  ce)

• Church Clerk
Mindi Rüb (mindilus@mac.com)

• Children’s Ministries
Anji Arm (818-632-7374)

• Audio Visual
Kris Wahagheghe
(kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)

• A+ School Board Chair
Glen Christensen
(plbboss@aol.com)

• A+ School Director
Malisa Smith (818-241-9353)

• Facilities Administrator
Wayne Libby (760-409-6719)



F A C I L I T I E S  M A P

M A I N  L E V E L

L O W E R  L E V E L

• Metro Local 90, 91 and 
Glendale Beeline 3, 31, 32: 
stop at Glendale Ave. and 
California Ave. Walk one 
block west on California

• Metro Express 780, 180, 181 
and Glendale Beeline 4, 11: 
stop at corner of Broadway 
and Glendale Ave. Walk one 
block west on Broadway 
and two blocks north on 
Isabel St.

Transit Info
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610 E. California Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91206

818-244-7241
glendalesda@gmail.com

WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG

Glendale City Church
610 East California Avenue
Glendale, CA 91206-3701
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