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At City Church, our mission is to reveal the love of Christ in 
all its tenderness and grandeur to the community in which 
we live. We desire to embrace the wonder of humanity in its 
complexity, diversity, and beauty — and to do so without 
precondition. In short, we yearn to reveal the splendor of 
Christ and to a�  rm the worth of all people.

Glendale City Church welcomes 
people of all backgrounds into 
our church community. We 
do not discriminate based on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
culture, wealth, education, or 
religious background. If you are 
learning to love God and others, 
you belong here. God excludes 
no one. Neither do we.

Intersections is a monthly 
publication of the Glendale 
City Church of Seventh-day 

Adventists

Finding God at the 
Intersection of Our Lives

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

adventistpeace.org

Revealing Christ, 
Affi rming All

Glendale City is a Christian church a�  liated with the Seventh-day Adventist 
denomination. Our congregation was one of the � rst Adventist churches 
established in this part of Southern California.  While we continue to partner 
with this denomination, we are in a posture of protest against the unjust 
actions taken by our General Conference that attempt to undermine the 
contextualized work of the Adventist churches and centers of education in 
the Western United States.  We are in solidarity with the actions of our Paci� c 
Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both women and men as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current science 

to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities
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As we approach the season 
of Lent, when Christians 
take time for self-
examination, I thought the 
story of Nicodemus found 
in John 3 was somewhat 
analogous for this 
occasion. So let’s get right 
to it.

We often hear how strange it was for Nicodemus 
to seek Jesus. Was it? Yes it was, because Nicodemus 
was the professional, not Jesus. It’s like a pilot 
asking the passengers, “Does anyone know how 
to � y a plane?” That’s why Jesus says to Nicodemus 
in so many words “You are Israel’s teacher here…. 
Wait. What? You are a school bus driver and you 
don't know how to drive?”

But Nicodemus, a religious expert, seeking 
Jesus was a good thing because that meant he 
started having doubts about his expertise. He 
started realizing he was a fraud.

One time a vacuum cleaner salesman came 
to my house to demonstrate why my life was not 
complete without this $2000 machine. At the end, 
I said, "So what's been your experience using this 
vacuum at home?" This is when the guy got quiet 
and a bit embarrassed. He said, "I actually don't 
have one. I can’t a� ord it." There's a word for it, 
when people don’t practice what they preach. Oh 
yeah. Hypocrisy!

Now what's so great about Nicodemus? What's 
great about the vacuum-cleaner salesman who 
became embarrassed? He's great because there 
was a moment of quiet, self-awareness; and his 
conscience made him feel embarrassed because 

P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R

he realized the hypocrisy in what he was doing. 
Nicodemus is great because he somehow had a 
moment of quiet when he allowed the Holy Spirit to 
speak to his conscience bringing awareness about 
his hypocrisy. And when self-awareness happened 
and he realized he didn't know God at all, he 
became desperate and audacious enough to seek a 
questionable, infamous (in his circle), self-taught guru 
about the meaning of life. That's why he did this at 
night.

The bottom line is, Nicodemus is awesome 
because he acted on the discomfort that came from 
self-awareness.

Lent is a time to create quietness by decluttering 
our lives just enough for the Holy Spirit to bring self-
awareness to our conscience. And that's all we need 
— just a slither of self-awareness for God to reach 
our hearts. That’s when we can � nally see ourselves 

Lenten
Thoughts
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as we truly are, how desperate we are for God to give us 
every breath of life. Then we will have reason to humble 
ourselves and seek God as Nicodemus did. 

That’s the end of the Pastor’s Corner, but if you want 
to know more about Lent, continue reading. This is an 
excerpt from my favorite Christian literature– Christianity 
for Dummies:

On the Christian calendar, Lent is the 40-day period from 
Ash Wednesday to Easter. When it was � rst observed in the 
fourth century, its focus was on self-examination and self-
denial in preparation for Easter, and Christians used fasting 
(abstaining from eating food) in the early years as a visible 
demonstration of this process.

Over the centuries, Catholics have relaxed some of the strict 
fasting rules. Today, only Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and all 
Fridays during Lent are considered fasting days. On these days, 
Catholics over the age of 14 are to refrain from eating meat. 
(Historically, this practice was meant to help unify people who 
could a� ord meat with poor people who couldn’t.) In addition, 

on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, those between the ages 
of 18 and 59 are to eat only one full meal and two smaller 
meals and aren’t to eat between meals. Orthodox Christians 
are far more rigorous in their observance of fasting during 
Lent, believing that regular fasting is a crucially important 
discipline for one’s spiritual growth. Meat, dairy products, and 
eggs (which historically were considered more luxury foods 
than ordinary breads) aren’t allowed, with some additional 
restrictions on certain days. They can only eat � sh (which was 
historically considered less of a luxury than red meat) on the 
feasts of the Annunciation and Palm Sunday. In addition to 
refraining from eating, Lent is often a time when Christians 
give up something pleasurable (furthering the focus on self-
denial), be it chocolate, meat or — shudder the thought! — 
co� ee.

Some Protestant denominations (such as Anglican and 
Episcopalian) observe Lent, but many Protestant churches 
attach less signi� cance to the Lenten season than to the 
individual holy days leading up to Easter.

Lenten
Thoughts

Mike Kim
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This year marks the 10th Year that Glendale City Church has hosted 
the Second Saturday Series, a ministry conceptualized by Elder 
Dave Ferguson. In celebration of the 10th year, Dave has written 
answers to the most asked questions concerning the ministry here. 

Why do we have a concert series?
   In the beginning the series was a way to allow members of the 
congregation and the community to appreciate the new organ that 
had recently been installed. With 150 “ranks”—one rank usually 
equals 88 notes on a piano—the Glendale City Church is one of the 
largest organs in the Los Angeles region.

Is the Series only organ concerts? 
   The current series no longer presents as many organ concerts as in 
the �rst years. The committee is grateful to Kemp Smeal for arranging 
great artists each year for the organ concerts. Also, we have a couple 
of events that have become a regular part of the series, one of those 
being the Sunset ChamberFest. This particular event occurs over two 
weekends: one weekend, a number of Los Angeles composers donate 
time to come and work with high school and beginning college 
students who are interested in composing. Then each year one of the 
students is selected to �nish working with the composer, and they 
present their composition as a world premiere the following year. 
What a wonderful way to support young composers in Los Angeles! 
We also host the annual recital for graduates of the Master’s Degree 
in conducting program with California State University, Los Angeles.  
 
Are concerts only on Saturdays?
   In addition to the Second Saturday Series, the church also provides 
the Glendale Noon Concerts on the �rst and third Wednesdays of each 
month, o�ering a great musical break in the middle of the day. The 

series is coordinated by Jackie Suzuki, who brings artists from the Los 
Angeles community, many of whom play with orchestras throughout 
Los Angeles. We also often have members of the Pasadena Symphony, 
the Long Beach Symphony, the Santa Barbara Symphony, and the 
Hollywood Bowl Orchestra performing. 
 
How are musicians selected?

Each year the GCC concert committee has provided a rich variety of 
great musical concerts. Because our organ is a combination of pipes 
and digital sounds it is remarkably versatile; we regularly get requests 
from professional concert organists all over the world who want to 
perform on the organ. The upcoming March 9 concert is an example 
of that, with organist Gedymin Grubba from Poland performing.  

In addition, internationally renowned violinist Midori has through 
the years requested that her USC Thornton School of Music students 
perform as a part of our series (or in a bonus concert or recital). She 
has said she believes the acoustics at our church are the �nest for 
string instruments anywhere in Los Angeles. Her students have done 
recordings for auditions at the church and have gone on to win many 
competitions.  

The Second Saturday Series is also part of a coalition of musical 
organizations in Los Angeles that provides concerts in churches 
and other public spaces. This group provides opportunities for local 
professional musicians to audition for such concerts; GCC attends 
these auditions and selects the �nest to be part of our series.  

Let us know your thoughts!
The committee would love to hear from members of our 

congregation as to what would inspire you to attend — if this has 
not been your habit. It’s a great way to introduce friends to GCC and 
the programs we o�er: the quality is always good, and your friends 

10TH YEAR OF THE

SECOND SATURDAY SERIES
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won’t be disappointed. Many members of our local community regularly attend the concerts. 
A number of church members also attend regularly, but the concert committee would like to 
know how we might increase the number of church members who attend, since it provides a 
great opportunity to become friends with people who attend from our community.  

Music is a spiritual gift we o�er our community, so you might like to make the Second 
Saturday Series an additional part of your support for Glendale City Church, helping our 
church outreach to grow. The concerts are not a part of the regular budget of the church; they 
are supported by the Friends of Music.

What do these concerts cost?
Even if you are not a regular attender at the monthly series, you probably attend the annual 

Holiday Concert in December. This is the most expensive of the concerts that Friends of Music 
provides each year, and represents up to half of the annual budget for the concert series.  The 
all-volunteer concert committee works diligently each year to negotiate the fee that is paid to 
the artists who are part of the series. All of the artists perform at a rate that is below what they 
normally charge, and we greatly appreciate their willingness to work with us in this way.  

If you are not able to attend the concerts each month, we would love to have your �nancial 
support of this outreach program of Glendale City Church. We know that a concert with the 
quality of this caliber would often require a ticket price of $50–$100 per person in venues like 
Disney Hall or the Hollywood Bowl. However, we want to be able to share the beauty of our 
church and its music with the LA community, so we only suggest a freewill o�ering if a person 
is able to a�ord it. That’s why we need support from our Friends of Music. 

Another reason to celebrate GCC!
Following the February 2019 concert one music-savvy patron commented that he didn’t 

understand why, with the quality of the concerts, the church is not packed each month. He felt 
that the February concert was the �nest concert ever presented in our series. 

Glendale City Church members have known for many years that our church provides great 
music, but perhaps you have not realized the extent to which the church is recognized in 
the Los Angeles community as a leader in providing great music. It is yet another reason to 
celebrate the many services GCC provides to the Los Angeles community!

2019 Second 
Saturday Series 
Calendar, 5:00 p.m.
March 9 Gedymin Grubba, organ

April 13 Louis Mo, violin

May 11 Vieness Duo, piano

June 15 Sunset ChamberFest Strings 
+ (please note, 3rd Saturday)

July 13 Quinta Essentia Recorder 
Ensemble

August 10 Cal State University LA 
Choral

September 14 Trojan Brass Ensemble

October 12 Lyndon Johnston Taylor, 
violin

November 9 Kemp Smeal, organ

Friday, December 6 Annual 
Christmas Concert, 7:30 p.m.

10TH YEAR OF THE

SECOND SATURDAY SERIES
BY DAVE FERGUSON
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6
MAR

Piano Recital

Harout Senekeremian- piano
Bach, Messiaen, Medtner 20

MAR
James Sullivan - clarinet
Jacqueline Suzuki - violin
Brendan White - piano 
Bernstein, Stravinsky

g l e n d a l e n o o n c o n c e r t s . b l o g s p o t . c o m

Saturday, March 9, 5 p.m.
One of the most active 

Polish concert organists

Featuring special music to re� ect on the Lenten 
season by composers Bach, Buxtehude and more.

GLENDALE NOON CONCERTS
Every 1st & 3rd Wed
12:10--12:40p.m.
FREE ADMISSION

Relax During Your Lunch Hour With Live Music

Gedymin Grubba

Church
Music

at City
Second Saturday Concert
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This month at Personal 
Growth Marketplace

P E R S O N A L  G R O W T H  M A R K E T P L A C E

Find groups and seminars that help you strengthen your spirituality, 
your health and your family.  Gatherings take place on Saturdays 
from  9:30-10:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted.

“The Book of  Revelation”

English Language Study - Chapel
Armenian Language Study - Room 11

Current Book Study: 
“Religious Literacy"
“Religious Literacy: What Every 
American Needs to Know — and Doesn’t” by Stephen Prothero. In 
the USA — probably the most religious Western country — half of its 
people can only name one of the four gospels, and most cannot name 
the first book of the Bible! Such ignorance creates human targets “too 
easily swayed by demagogues on the left or the right”. And the author 
maintains that, despite belief to the contrary, it was not secularists who 
enabled this illiteracy. “In one of the great ironies of American religious 
history,” Prothero writes, “it was the nation’s most fervent people of 
faith who steered us down the road to religious illiteracy. Just how that 
happened is one of the stories this book has to tell.” A fascinating and 
important book today, including a 100+ page dictionary of religious 
terms. Come and join the discussion with Pastor Leif!

Traditional Sabbath 
School Quarterly

Grace Center 
Fellowship Hall, 
North Side 

The Living Project 
Classroom 4

A space where you can learn from other 
people’s stories and they can learn 
from your story.  This is a safe and open 
group that values authentic sharing.

Seniors Academy
March 16
Fellowship Hall, North, 12:30 p.m.
Come for lunch and
fellowship.
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E V E N T S

Get connected
While having people attend one of our worships is 
wonderful, we want Glendale City Church to be more 
than just the place you visit on Saturday. We want this to 
be Your Church. This is why we strive to provide you with 
di� erent morning choices at Personal Growth Marketplace. 
Additionally, there are many other Saturday afternoon 
events, and mid-week events that occur. Another great 
way to meet people is by getting involved in one of our 
ministries. Joining our greeter team, helping the deacons 
take care of odds-and-ends around campus, working with 
our homeless ministries team and assisting our children’s 
sta�  are great ways to make new friends. You have many 
chances to be a part of this Church Family. 

9
MAR

Morning Worship with
Todd Leonard
9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes
11 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
5:00 p.m. Second Saturday Series 
Concert, Sanctuary

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes
11 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
12:30 p.m. Seniors Academy 
Luncheon
6:30 p.m. Courtyard Camp� re

16
MAR

Morning Worship with
Todd Leonard

Los Angeles Adventist Forum

March 23, 2019, 3:00 p.m., Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd. Dr Fritz Guy, recently retired Research 
Professor of Philosophical Theology, HMS 
Richards Divinity School, La Sierra University,  
will speak.  His topic: "Catching up with Ellen," 
highlighting Ellen White's encouragement of 
progressive theological (as well as practical) 
thinking, which is too often overlooked.

2
MAR

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market Place 
Classes
11 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
3:00 and 4:00 p.m. Finding Jesus, 
Sessions 2 and 3, Chapel

Morning Worship with 
Herb Montgomery

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes
11 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
12:30 Potluck, all welcome, 
Fellowship Hall
3:00 p.m. LA Forum, Chapel

23
MAR

Morning Worship with
Todd Leonard

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes
11 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary

30
MAR

Morning Worship with
Todd Leonard
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A message from Herb Montgomery:  A decade ago now, a book I had written was picked up and 
published entitled Finding the Father. It chronicled the curious journey of my surprising discovery 
of the man who is my father.  Using my personal story as a foundation, Finding the Father then 
goes on to straight forwardly challenge many of the common assumptions many Christians make 
about what we refer to when we use the term “God” or “our heavenly Father.”

Five years after Finding the Father was published, I would embark on another journey. This 
one unexpected and unplanned for. This new journey would lead to deep and transformational 
discoveries for my own life, an earnest crisis in my own faith, and an experience I refer to as Finding 
Jesus.  (This is also the title of my upcoming book that chronicles this new journey.)

On this Saturday, I will be sharing this story and the discoveries regarding the Jesus we read 
about in the gospels that this experience has taught me.  If you’re in the area, I’d love to see there.

Pastor Todd’s sermon series for LentPastor Todd’s sermon series for Lent
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Bring your family to the church courtyard 
for a fun evening of camp� re songs, 
s’mores and fun and games for all ages!

Courtyard
Camp� re

Providing safe places for children to learn about God, 
develop their faith, and learn how to love is one of 
our highest priorities. Our sta�  and volunteers are 

committed to your child’s safety and have all undergone 
background checks. All our gatherings for youth are 
grace places, emphasizing God’s love for us and our 

call to graciously love others no matter who they are or 
where they are from.

11:00 -12:15 p.m.,
City Kids Worship kicks o�  at 
11:00 a.m. in the lower level 
Multipurpose Room.  Parents can 
check in their children beginning 
at 10:45 a.m.  At 11:00, your kids 
will engage with Pastor Mike and 
the City Kids Team in song and 
story.  At 11:15, they’ll break out 
into di� erent age-appropriate 
worship options with their friends:

City Kids Worship

Newborn to 3 years  Room 2
(parents must be present)
4 to 7 years   Room 1
8 to 10 years  Room 3
11 to 13 years  Room 4

9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Courtyard
Arrive early and help yourself to 
a light breakfast and beverage 
in the courtyard before worship 
service! You may also meet new 
people!

Breakfast & 
Fellowship

Marketplace Childcare
9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Classroom 2 
Now parents can attend a personal 
growth marketplace class while your 
kids have a fun, safe place just for them!

C I T Y  K I D S

CITY KIDS

March 16, 6:30 PM

Parents can pick up their children 
at their designated classroom as 
soon as adult worship concludes 
(12:15 p.m.). 
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Open Door is a community of high school 
students seeking to connect teens in positive 
relationships.  Each week we guide them to a 
deepening experience with God and provide 
opportunities to love and care for others.

Support A+ Children's Center
in the Month of March

through our two fundraisers, Tupperware and 
See's Candy for Easter. Call the school for more 
information on how you can take advantage! 

818-241-9358. 

Join us for worship each 
Saturday at 11:00 a.m. in 

the Open Door Café & Lounge

March 9
Movie Night!
See Mike Kim or Lemar Sandiford for details9

MAR
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On Website
   GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate 
With Church App
   Download at Your App Store
At Saturday Worship  
   During o� ering collection with provided donation 
envelopes, or at the giving kiosk in the foyer
By Mail
   610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206
Through Stock Transfer
   Please contact our treasurer, Dean Vendouris
In Your Estate Planning
   Please contact Victoria Lucero at the church o�  ce

How to Give

Pastoral Sta� 
Todd Leonard, Senior (818-244-7241, o�  ce)
Mike Kim, Associate (818-468-6453)
Leif  Lind, Church Administration (909-557-5230)
Rudy Torres, Emeritus  (714-318-1975)
Smuts van Rooyen, Emeritus
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach (909-382-1912)
Lemar Sandiford, Youth (951-440-8575)
Vigen Khachatryan, Armenian (747-231-8702)
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian (909-528-2545)

C H U R C H 
D I R E C T O R Y

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

Church Finances Snapshot

Tithe  Jan 2019
• Rec'd        28,325
• Goal         23,218
• Di�              5,107
• 
City Church Budget   Jan 2019
• Rec'd          29,976
• Needed      43,169
• Di�              (13,193)

CRAFT YOUR GIVING
PLAN WITH PLEDGE

Glendale City Church relies on your 
consistent and generous donations to 
three areas: Tithe, Church Budget and 
your Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports 
Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding 
of our congregation’s two full-time 
pastors.  Church Budget pays for our 
other part-time pastors and ministry 
sta� , youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and so 
much more.  With Pledge+, you’re 
invited to target a portion of your 
donation to the ministry you’re most 
passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale 
City Church is tax-deductible. 
Annual donation receipts are 
distributed in January.

Thank you for believing in the mission 
of Glendale City Church!

Church O�  cers
• Head Elder & Church Board Chair

John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
• Head Elder

Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
• Head Deacon

Ronald Matusea (818-730-0350)
• Head Deacon

Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
• Choir Director

Clarissa Shan-Lewis (909-709-3596)
• Organist

Kemp Smeal (714-658-4885)
• Assistant Organist

Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
• Secretary

Victoria Lucero
(glendalesda@gmail.com)

• Treasurer
Dean Vendouris
(818-244-7241, o�  ce)

• Church Clerk
Mindi Rüb (mindilus@mac.com)

• Children’s Ministries
Anji Arm (818-632-7374)

• Audio Visual
Kris Wahagheghe
(kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)

• A+ School Board Chair
Glen Christensen
(plbboss@aol.com)

• A+ School Director
Malisa Smith (818-241-9353)

• Facilities Administrator
Wayne Libby (760-409-6719)



F A C I L I T I E S  M A P

M A I N  L E V E L

L O W E R  L E V E L

• Metro Local 90, 91 and 
Glendale Beeline 3, 31, 32: 
stop at Glendale Ave. and 
California Ave. Walk one 
block west on California

• Metro Express 780, 180, 181 
and Glendale Beeline 4, 11: 
stop at corner of Broadway 
and Glendale Ave. Walk one 
block west on Broadway 
and two blocks north on 
Isabel St.

Transit Info
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610 E. California Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91206

818-244-7241
glendalesda@gmail.com

WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG

Glendale City Church
610 East California Avenue
Glendale, CA 91206-3701
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