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At City Church, our mission is to reveal the love of Christ in 
all its tenderness and grandeur to the community in which 
we live. We desire to embrace the wonder of humanity in its 
complexity, diversity, and beauty — and to do so without 
precondition. In short, we yearn to reveal the splendor of 
Christ and to affi  rm the worth of all people.

as recognized by the Seventh-day Adventist Church in North America

Glendale City Church welcomes 
people of all backgrounds into 
our church community. We 
do not discriminate based on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
culture, wealth, education, or 
religious background. If you are 
learning to love God and others, 
you belong here. God excludes 
no one. Neither do we.

Intersections is a monthly 
publication of the Glendale 
City Church of Seventh-day 

Adventists

Revealing Christ, Affi  rming All

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

adventistpeace.org

S O U T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A

Church of 
Compassion2017

Glendale City is a Christian church affi  liated with the Seventh-day Adventist 
denomination. Our congregation was one of the fi rst Adventist churches 
established in this part of Southern California.  While we continue to partner 
with this denomination, we are in a posture of protest against the unjust 
actions taken by our General Conference that attempt to undermine the 
contextualized work of the Adventist churches and centers of education in 
the Western United States.  We are in solidarity with the actions of our Pacifi c 
Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both men and women as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current science 

to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities
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Whole Person Focus or Whole Community Focus for 
Health? This is not an innocent question! These are 
two distinct loci for health promotion, and these 
depart from two opposing philosophical venues. 
“Whole Person Care” is an individualistic, self-
centered focus that de� nes health as what happens 
to an individual as that person engages in all aspects 
of life, thus promoting her or his health.

 However, the idea behind “Whole 
Community” as a focus for health proceeds from the 
notion that no individual (I should say, no complete, 
healthy individual) exists isolated from a community 
of communities; that she or he de� nes themselves 
in no other primary way than via their community 
identity. We may pretend otherwise, but it is only 
a pretense. As people, we are collective, created to 
need one another. In fact that was the very design 
of a God who loved playing tricks with the � rst man 
(Adam, or better, Ish), for this creature of his to learn 
the need for community.

 When God created the world, as per Genesis 
1 and 2, all God created was found to be good … 
until God created man, and found him to be not 
good enough! Literally the words were, “It is not 
good that the man [Ish] should be alone; I will 
make him a helper as his partner” (Genesis 2:18, 
NRSV). Then God played a trick on Ish (the man) by 
assigning him a futile task that was designed for 
him to fail at! After declaring that “I will make him 
a helper as his partner” (“helper”, by the way, is a 
word used to de� ne God in the Old Testament), God, 
instead of creating a helper, created all the creatures 
and then sent the Ish in a wild goose chase. “So out 
of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of 
the � eld and every bird of the air, and brought them 
to the man to see what he would call them; and 

P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R

“WHOLE PERSON OR 
COMMUNITY FOCUS
FOR HEALTH?”Johnny Ramirez-Johnson
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whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name.” But after the “man gave names to all”, “for the 
man there was not found a helper as his partner” (Genesis 2:20).

 Did God not know, as he created all the animals, that none of the animals was “suitable” as an equal 
to the man? Why did God promise the man to get him a partner and then ask him to name all animals to 
see if he could � nd a partner, knowing the man would fail to � nd one? Because God needed the man to 
experience the anguish of loneliness in order to understand that humans are not truly humans until they are 
community! “Health” has been beautifully de� ned by the World Health Organization as a state “of complete 
physical, mental, and social well being, and not merely the absence of disease or in� rmity” (O�  cial Records 
of WHO, no. 2, p. 100).

 God created a physical, mental, and social being  — not an individual being. The � rst man, Ish (also 
known as Adam), had to learn the need for community, the social reality of his existence. When we at 
Glendale City Church think of health we do so from a social perspective that subsumes the individual. It 
is not that society is composed of individual persons; it is that a person only really exists as a community 
member. That is why the greatest commandment of all (“to love God”) is subsumed into loving one 
another. “Those who say, ‘I love God,’ and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not 
love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen” (1 John 4:20, 
NRSV).

Various medical practitioners and scientists, happily accompanied by religious scholars and social 
scientists, similarly place a heavy emphasis on the spirituality or religiosity of the individual health 
seeker as the most salient issue. Here the interest is on the impact upon health outcomes of religious 
practices such as prayer, liturgy, accompaniment, song, or touch: do they increase resilience, improve 
the immune system, or speed up recovery? (Gunderson, Gary; Cochrane, Jim: Religion and the Health of 
the Public. New York, New York: Palgrave Macmillan Monographs, 2012, p. 17).

It is a tragedy that “rarely do these considerations extend to anything more than the health of the 
individual or the family” (Gunderson & Cochrane, p. 17). In reality, just as we cannot love God while 
ignoring our neighbor, so there are no healthy individuals or families without a healthy community. 

 A key distinction that Glendale City Church espouses is that we are not simply seeking to be 
a faith-based organization; we are active promoters of faith. As such we are a faith-forming entity. 
Beyond our structures, buildings, policies, and committees we are mostly about a community of 
faith seeking to promote faith. But as Gunderson has clearly exposed, such faith is not based on 
the fate of an individual, the outcome of personal salvation. No! 

But a network is not normally thought of as sacred. That sacramental nuance concerning the 
social body is exactly the theological point.  Shalom is what a web of people — made into one 
people by God’s action — has, not what one individual person has, even by participation. This is 
not just an emergent aggregate quality, at least for those of us in the tradition of Jesus. Shalom 
is the work of God; for Trinitarians, the work of the Spirit (www.ecclesio.com/2011/06/faith-
health-and-the-vitality-of-the-church-by-gary-gunderson/).

Glendale City Church is seeking to foster a network of faith-forming entities that will partner to 
promote health in our community. The vision of God is not one of sel� sh whole persons, but of 
community members who network in holy communion of faith and health. Are you interested 
in such an outreach? We need your involvement. Are you ready, or are you getting ready?

 In listening to Gunderson and Cochrane the Glendale City Church is planning a 2019 
outreach series with a community focus. We need you to keep your eyes and ears tuned in to 
what will � ow from the combined e� orts of the “Love Adds to Love” Committee, chaired by 
Joe Martinson. He will have more information and a call to your upcoming participation.
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M U S I C  A T  C I T Y  C H U R C H

5
DEC

MESSIAEN
Fantasie

FAURE
Berceuse

DEBUSSY
Violin Sonata
Debussy centenary year

JACQUELINE SUZUKI  violin
BRENDAN WHITE   piano

19
DEC

RACHMANINOFF
Cello Sonata

JONATHAN FLAKSMAN 
Cello

BRENDAN WHITE  
Piano

glendalenoonconcerts.blogspot.com

Friday December 7, 7:30 p.m.

The Glendale City Sanctuary Choir and the 
Donald Brinegar Singers with a brass ensemble 
will present the annual Christmas Concert, with 

music by Conrad Susa’s “A Christmas Garland” 
and Randall Stroope’s  “Hodie.”

GLENDALE NOON CONCERTS
Every 1st & 3rd Wed
12:10--12:40p.m.
FREE ADMISSION

Relax During Your Lunch Hour With Live Music
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E V E N T S

As the Holiday Season is upon us, we fi nd 
ourselves refl ecting on the past year and 
on those who have helped us shape our 

business. We value our relationship with 
you and look forward to working with you 

in the year to come.

We wish you a Happy Holiday Season 
and a

New Year fi lled with Peace and Prosperity

THANK YOU, FOR ALL YOU DO!
A+ ADVENTIST CHILDREN'S CENTER

Get connected
While having people attend one of our worships is wonderful, we want Glendale City Church to be more than just the place 
you visit on Saturday. We want this to be Your Church. This is why we strive to provide you with di� erent morning choices at 
Personal Growth Marketplace. Additionally, there are many other Saturday afternoon events, and mid-week events that occur. 
Another great way to meet people is by getting involved in one of our ministries. Joining our greeter team, helping the deacons 
take care of odds-and-ends around campus, working with our homeless ministries team and assisting our children’s sta�  are 
great ways to make new friends. You have many chances to be a part of this Church Family. 

22
DEC

1
DEC

7
DEC

15
DEC

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes
11 a.m. Worship

Family Christmas Service 
with Lemar Sandiford

Annual Christmas Concert:
"An American Christmas"
7:00 pm.

Morning Service with
Todd Leonard

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes
11 a.m. Worship

Morning Service with
Todd Leonard
9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 

Morning Service with
Todd Leonard8

DEC

9:00 a.m. Petting Zoo
9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market Place 
Classes
11 a.m. Worship 
6:30 p.m. Courtyard Camp� re

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes
11 a.m. Worship

Lessons and Carols with
Leif Lind

29
DEC

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes
11 a.m. Worship

Morning Service with
Mike Kim
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C I T Y  K I D SC I T Y  K I D S

CITY KIDS 
CHRISTMAS 
SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 15
Providing safe places for children 
to learn about God, develop their 
faith, and learn how to love is one 
of our highest priorities. Our sta�  
and volunteers are committed 
to your child’s safety and have all 
undergone background checks. All 
our gatherings for youth are grace 
places, emphasizing God’s love for 
us and our call to graciously love 
others no matter who they are or 
where they are from.

• 9:00-11:00 am: Nativity Petting Zoo and Breakfast.  
Come to our central courtyard to play with the 
animals that welcomed the birth of Jesus.  Get 
yummy treats and hot cocoa too!

• 11:00: Morning Worship with Music by A+.  Our A+ 
students will perform their holiday songs during 
the � rst part of worship.

• 11:15 am - 12:15 pm: City Kids Worship Groups.  
After performing their music, all kids and parents 
are invited to try out our age-appropriate worship 
groups where kids interact with Jesus through 
bible stories, crafts and games.  

• 6:30 pm: Courtyard Camp� re.  Come back to the 
church courtyard in the evening for Christmas 
carols, s’mores and fun and games!

For more information, contact 
Pastor Mike Kim: 818-468-6453

SCHEDULE

9:00-11:00 am: Nativity Petting Zoo and Breakfast.  

11:00: Morning Worship with Music by A+.  Our A+ 

are invited to try out our age-appropriate worship 

FREE 
PETTING 
ZOO!
ENJOY ANIMALS LIKE THE 
ONES THAT WELCOMED 
BABY JESUS

Saturday, December 15th
9:00 - 10:40
Join us for Co� ee, Hot 
Cocoa & Pastries!
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Victoria Lucero

What’s your favorite part of the Christmas story? Three of the Gospel 
writers gave us di� erent starting points on the birth of Christ; one 
Gospel writer leaves out Jesus’ birth entirely, and jumps straight into 
his ministry. Some of you cherish certain parts of that story more than 
others. It’s a personal re� ection of how the Spirit works through the 
Scriptures to redeem you; even for those who do not give too much 
weight to the birth of Jesus, like Saint Mark.

As Adventists our name implies that we are waiting for the Second 
Coming. Yet this time of the season is called “advent” too, where most 
of Christendom is looking back, or maybe even trying to recreate, the 
� rst coming of Jesus. He was born into this world as a vulnerable child, 
Emmanuel, and left this world as the Son of God. Always God with us. 
Even though we keep our eye on the Second Coming, and emphasize 
its importance, we should not overlook this yearly opportunity to 
re� ect on what it means to embrace Emmanuel.

My favorite part of Emmanuel’s story is when angels made the one and 
only grand announcement to more than one person, the shepherds. 
They were not out in the � elds looking for a sign, like the Magi; they 
did not know Mary and Joseph, and perhaps did not know of Simeon 
at the Temple patiently waiting Jesus’ arrival. They were just going 
about their work (Luke 2:8). The angel tells them Messiah the Lord has 
been born, go see him. And if one angel’s message wasn’t enough, 
a “great company of the heavenly host” appeared, partying in the 
sky! They were excited for us, because humans � nally had a chance 
to experience God in their presence, as they have for eons. For me, 
this is what makes Christmas exciting. I am reminded that humans are 
worthy enough for God to come near. The Prince of Peace came so that 
we can learn about the Kingdom of God, the New Jerusalem where 
Messiah is Lord.

I need that annual reminder. In the world we live in, we are 
overwhelmed. We dismiss it as a world run by the devil, feel helpless to 
do anything to change it perhaps, so we turn our eyes to the second 
Advent, and say to ourselves that the Kingdom of God is yet to come. 
Sometimes I feel like we hide behind our salvation, look at the world, 
and raise our hands up saying, “Oh well.” But then Christmas comes, 
and we sing “Peace on earth, good will towards men” — but what 
can we do to bring this about? The good news is the Kingdom of God 
is near, repent and believe in the gospel (Mark 1:15, NIV). Repent. 
Sometimes people get hung up on that word. By de� nition, to repent 
means to renounce your bad, old ways, and make a commitment to a 
new and better way of life. Jesus was saying that the Kingdom of God 
is near, and if you renounce your old ways, you can enter that new and 
better kingdom now. Isn’t that his ministry in a nutshell?

I was recently reminded of a sermon that a former Glendale City 
Church pastor, Mitch Henson, preached from our pulpit, “A Tale of Two 
Cities” (12/11/2004). It was a tale of Babylon and the New Jerusalem, 
as presented to us in Revelation 17. This world is clearly Babylon: � lled 

with darkness and lack of compassion. But living in this world, I have 
also seen a lot of good. How can that be? This world is not all Babylon. 
As followers of Jesus, we live here too. We have some impact. So how do 
I cope? Because I have been transformed by the renewing of my mind, 
and I do not enter Babylon, I am able to live out the Gospel. Babylon is 
a state of mind, a way of life; a part of this world where some choose to 
play by dark rules, where God isn’t near. But I know Emmanuel came; 
he was near, and has promised to always be near. My mind has been 
transformed and entered into the New Jerusalem where he is King.  
And so have you, too, been transformed. I am able to bear witness to 
the good and beauty I see in this world, happening along with the 
bad. The Kingdom of God is close, and we get to celebrate and rejoice 
yearly at Christmas, just like the Heavenly Hosts did.

Mitch’s sermon is so much more, but the invitation to enter into the 
meaning of Christmas was clear: “In closing, I just want to recommend 
to you. In the day when some people think we ought to leave the 
cities, I’d suggest we move into one called the New Jerusalem, even 
now becoming citizens of that place.”

Recreate Christmas, every day. The Gospel, the 
Kingdom of God, the New Jerusalem is Emmanuel.

Emmanuel
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Pastoral Sta� 

Todd Leonard, Senior (818-244-7241, o�  ce)
Mike Kim, Associate (818-468-6453)
Leif  Lind, Church Administration (909-557-5230)
Rudy Torres, Emeritus  (714-318-1975)
Smuts van Rooyen, Emeritus
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach (909-382-1912)
Lemar Sandiford, Youth (951-440-8575)
Vigen Khachatryan, Armenian (747-231-8702)
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian (909-528-2545)

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

CRAFT YOUR GIVING
PLAN WITH PLEDGE
Glendale City Church relies on your consistent and generous 
donations to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget and your 
Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding of our congregation’s 
two full-time pastors.  Church Budget pays for our other part-
time pastors and ministry sta� , youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and so much more.  With 
Pledge+, you’re invited to target a portion of your donation to 
the ministry you’re most passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale City Church is
tax-deductible. Annual donation receipts are distributed in 
January.

Thank you for believing in the mission of Glendale City Church!

Church Finances Snapshot

Tithe  Jan - Oct 2018
• Rec'd        282,734
• Goal          298,821
• Di�              (16,087)
• 
City Church Budget   Jan - Oct 2018
• Rec'd          379,815
• Needed       411,740
• Di�               (31,925)
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Church O�  cers

Head Elder & Church Board Chair–John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Elder–Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
Head Deacon–Ronald Matusea (818-730-0350)
Head Deacon–Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
Choir Director–Clarissa Shan-Lewis (909-709-3596)
Organist–Kemp Smeal (714-658-4885)
Assistant Organist–Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
Secretary–Victoria Lucero (glendalesda@gmail.com)
Treasurer–Dean Vendouris (818-244-7241, o�  ce)

Church Clerk–Mindi Rüb (mindilus@mac.com)
Children’s Ministries–Anji Arm (818-632-7374)
Audio Visual–Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
A+ School Board Chair–Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)
A+ School Director–Malisa Smith (818-241-9353)
Facilities Administrator–Wayne Libby (760-409-6719)

EGYPT – JORDAN 
& ISRAEL 

“THE EXODUS”
$5,395 (new price!)

MAY 20 – JUN. 3, 2019

Cairo, Jordan, Petra, Amman, Red Sea, Sea 
of Galilee, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, 
Dead Sea, Jordan River, Magdala, 
Capernaum, Nazareth.

REGISTRATION AND DEPOSIT DEADLINE: 
DECEMBER 15, 2018

For More Information and a Registration Packet:
Dr. Clara Jorge Ramirez, 909-382-1913
drcjorgeramirez@gmail.com 
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610 E. California Ave., Glendale, CA 91206
818-244-7241 | glendalesda@gmail.com

WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG

F A C I L I T I E S  M A P
M A I N  L E V E L

L O W E R  L E V E L

• Metro Local 90, 91 and Glendale 
Beeline 3, 31, 32: stop at 
Glendale Ave. and California 
Ave. Walk one block west on 
California

• Metro Express 780, 180, 181 
and Glendale Beeline 4, 11: 
stop at corner of Broadway and 
Glendale Ave. Walk one block 
west on Broadway and two 
blocks north on Isabel St.

Transit Info


