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At City Church, our mission is to reveal the love of Christ in 
all its tenderness and grandeur to the community in which 
we live. We desire to embrace the wonder of humanity in its 
complexity, diversity, and beauty — and to do so without 
precondition. In short, we yearn to reveal the splendor of 
Christ and to affi  rm the worth of all people.

as recognized by the Seventh-day Adventist Church in North America

Glendale City Church welcomes 
people of all backgrounds into 
our church community. We 
do not discriminate based on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
culture, wealth, education, or 
religious background. If you are 
learning to love God and others, 
you belong here. God excludes 
no one. Neither do we.

Intersections is a monthly 
publication of the Glendale 
City Church of Seventh-day 

Adventists

Revealing Christ, Affi  rming All

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

adventistpeace.org

S O U T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A

Church of 
Compassion2017

Glendale City is a Christian church affi  liated with the Seventh-day Adventist 
denomination. Our congregation was one of the fi rst Adventist churches 
established in this part of Southern California.  While we continue to partner 
with this denomination, we are in a posture of protest against the unjust 
actions taken by our General Conference that attempt to undermine the 
contextualized work of the Adventist churches and centers of education in 
the Western United States.  We are in solidarity with the actions of our Pacifi c 
Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists that:

• Ordain both men and women as clergy 
• Protect the right of Adventist centers of education to teach current science 

to its students while honoring God as Creator
• Stand with congregations that welcome and include our LGBTQ loved 

ones in their faith communities
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What do you worry about that others might 
not worry about? Your kids? It’s true. I don’t 
worry about your kids; but I can’t stop 
worrying about mine. It’s not that I don’t 
have compassion for your kids when they 
need it and pray for them when they are 
going through rough patches. But no. I don’t 
lose sleep over your kids. Sorry!

Why do I say this? Because this is the 
November issue of the our church magazine 
and the gospel passage designated in the 
church calendar for Thanksgiving this month 
is Matthew 6:25-33 — the famous “Do Not 
Worry and Seek First the Kingdom of God” 
Bible text. And I am slightly perplexed as to 
why this text is chosen for the 4th Thursday 
of November this year? How does worry 
relate to thanksgiving?

I’ll just say it now so you can see what’s on 
the other pages of this beautiful publication. 
Worry and gratitude are very closely related 
because … we worry about the same things 
we are thankful for at other times. We worry 
because we care so much; we are thankful 
about something because it means so much 
to us. This is natural, normal, and unalarming 
until Jesus opens his mouth:

P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R

Relationship 
Between 
Worry and 
Gratitude

Mike Kim
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“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, 
what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds 
of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to 
your life? And why do you worry about clothes? See how the fl owers of the fi eld grow. They do not 
labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 
If that is how God clothes the grass of the fi eld, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into 
the fi re, will he not much more clothe you — you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What 
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek fi rst his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” Matthew 6:25-33

Why does Jesus say don’t worry about food to a bunch of poor people in an agrarian society? 
Why shouldn’t they be concerned about sustenance and self-preservation? Why is Jesus 
asking people to go against what is natural and stop worrying about surviving? Because that’s 
what Jesus does all the time, calling people to a radical life, unlike anything we like.
Speaking of a radical life that doesn’t make any sense, John Grisham tells a story in his novel 
The Testament, where a billionaire dies and leaves all his money to his child whom he never 
met, who grew up without knowing who her father was. The trustee tracks down the heir in 
the jungles of Amazon, where she had been as a missionary for years.

Has that ever happened to you, when someone leaves you a bunch of money? Would you 
refuse the money? Well, the missionary without hesitation said, “I don’t want it.” The trustee 
replied, “Don’t you at least want to know how much it is?” She responds by saying something 
like, “If I don’t want something, would I change my mind if there is a lot of it? Why would I be 
interested in how much it is, if I’m not interested in it at all?”

Is it possible to refuse billions of dollars? Is it possible to have no gratitude for inheriting such 
money? If you really didn’t care about money at all, I suppose. But who doesn’t care about 
money? Everyone cares about money, because we need it to survive. And when we run out it, 
we naturally worry.

Of course, Jesus is not telling us to be ungrateful. We should give thanks in all circumstances, 
as it says in 1 Thessalonians 5:18. But God does dream big for his people — to stop being 
enslaved by the cares of this life and stop living as if God is not there to take care of them. 
He is telling them, telling us also, to do something absurd in the eyes of this world — to 
go against our natural inclination for survival and trust God with the cares of this life. And 
instead, divert our energy to something beyond ourselves and our lives. He is asking us to 
surrender our lives to him, to surrender what we care about most and start caring about 
something else — his kingdom.

Christ’s teachings are not something that calls for improvement. God is not asking us to sin a 
bit less and worry a bit less. He is looking for transformation by completely replacing what we 
are about with his will and his kingdom.

So if we are called to stop being concerned about our food and clothes, what should we care 
about instead? Exactly what does God’s Kingdom look like? Here is the irony of it all — God’s 
kingdom is about caring about food and clothes — just not ours.  We are to care about what 
others are eating and wearing (Matthew 25).

In fact, when Jesus says don’t worry about your life, he’s not asking NOT TO WORRY — just not 
about your life. It’s okay to worry, because that’s what you do because you care so much. And 
in God’s kingdom, I worry about your kids as well because I care so much. And when things 
are going well with them, I am so grateful to God. Love you! 
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This month at Personal 
Growth Marketplace

P E R S O N A L  G R O W T H  M A R K E T P L A C E

Find groups and seminars that help you strengthen your spirituality, your health and your family.  
Gatherings take place on Saturdays from  9:30-10:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted.

Current Book Study: 
“Original Blessing: Putting 
Sin In Its Rightful Place”.

Author Danielle Shroyer shows how 
the doctrine of original sin (Adam’s 
guilt and sinful nature transferred 
to all humanity) was not taught until post-4th century 
Western Christianity. She reminds that we are made in the 
image of God; that “we are a blessed people sent out of 
Eden, not a cursed people kicked out”. Come and join the 
discussion with Pastor Leif!

Grace Center 
Fellowship Hall, 
North Side

JumpStart Center 
Courtyard

The Living Project 
Red Room

Seniors Academy 
November 3
Fellowship Hall, North

A space where you can learn from other 
people’s stories and they can learn 
from your story.  This is a safe and open 
group that values authentic sharing.

Meet with case manager, Katheline 
LeConte for job search and resume 
assistance; social services; placements 
and referrals; personalized strategic 
planning; and financial literacy. 

At our November luncheon, Rev. Galen 
Goben, Grief Support Director for Forest 
Lawn Memorial Parks, will talk about the 
experience of grief and how to journey 
through it.

There will be no Seniors Academy 
in December.  Next luncheon will be 
Saturday, January 19 

"Oneness in Christ"

English Language Study - Chapel
Armenian Language Study - Room 11

Traditional Sabbath 
School Quarterly
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M U S I C  A T  C I T Y  C H U R C H

Find a safe space to ask questions, talk 
frankly and listen to others to better 

understand our family members who 
identify as LGBTQ.  The curriculum that will 

shape our discussions is, Guiding Families of 
LGBT+ Loved Ones, a new resource provided 

by the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

EVERY SATURDAY

GUIDING 
FAMILIES OF
LGBT +
LOVED ONES

www.glendalecitychurch.org/family
PHONE: 818.244.7241

9:15-10:45am @ Glendale City Church
610 E. California Ave, Glendale CA, 91206

Sanctuary
5:00 p.m.
Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. 10

NOV

7
NOV

Jazz Flute & 
Piano Trio
Claude Bolling Suite #2

21
NOV

Beethoven 
Violin Sonata 
No. 10 in G Major, Op. 96
Jacqueline Suzuki, 
violin
Brendan White, piano

Kemp L. Smeal, 
Organ

COMING IN DECEMBER! 
"An American Christmas"  

The Glendale City Sanctuary Choir and the Donald Brinegar 
Singers with a brass ensemble will present the annual 

Glendale City Church Christmas program on December 7 at 
7:30 PM.  Music performed will be Conrad Susa's 

"A Christmas Garland" and Randall Stroope's "Hodie."

Local businesses are encouraged to place an ad in the 
program. Email glendalesda@gmail.com for details. 

Sanctuary, 12:10 p.m.

Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday
glendalenoonconcerts.blogspot.com 7 intersections



Our denomination’s leadership apparently didn’t get those memos. For 
on Sunday, October 14, the General Conference (“GC”) Annual Council, after 
deliberating for fi ve hours, voted 60% in favor of enforcing compliance of 
all church entities and individuals to GC authority and directives, thereby 
fundamentally altering the historical governance structure of the denomination 
and threatening the unity of the Church. Any individual or organization 
deemed to be in “non-compliance” to the GC will now fi rst be given a 
reprimand, followed by public “naming and shaming” at church councils, and 
fi nally a loss of independence as that institution or union is brought directly 
under the control of the GC. Non-compliant individuals and organizations 
should be immediately reported to higher levels within the church hierarchy. 
This has led some to deride this maneuver as “the great Advent inquisition”.

The specter of Adventists spying on other Adventists caused the Southern 
Africa Union forum AdventNetwork, to exclaim, “What was intended to be a 
whip, will now become a guillotine. Discussions of mission have now become 
archaeological expeditions for skeletons in closets. This is not a prediction, this 
is happening as we speak.”1 

Background to the Annual Council Vote
The question on the fl oor was, despite assertions to the contrary, founded 

on the question of whether or not to allow women to be ordained to the 
ministry. That, at least, was the background, though recent developments 
included additional grounds for disciplinary action on questions regarding 
homosexuality, evolution, the upholding of GC policy, and distinctive Adventist 
beliefs.2 And the decision on whether to include this motion on the Annual 
Council agenda, taken just days before that meeting, passed with the narrowest 
of margins — 32 in favor of the motion, 30 against, with 2 abstentions.

Why in the world was such a narrowly approved document ever brought 
to the fl oor? There seems to be only one answer: the GC president wanted to 
maintain unity and control at any cost. He may have been sincerely seeking to 
do what he felt was right; we cannot judge motive. But he was unfortunately 
seeking uniformity by force, rather than uniformity in diversity through love.

Women’s Ordination (“WO”): How did we get here?
The issue has been a long time in the making. A very long time. It seems 

our denomination has been debating this question all my life. We have spent 

1 Statement by AdventNetwork, a forum of both lay church members and pastors in the Southern Africa Union (including Angola, Malawi, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Mozambique, Madagascar, 
South Africa, etc.), regarding the Annual Council compliance vote, https://spectrummagazine.org/views/2018/adventnetwork-southern-africa-issues-statement-after-annual-council-compliance-vote.

2 In July, the GC ADCOM created compliance review committees concerning (1) General Conference core policies; (2) doctrines, policies, statements, and guidelines on the teaching in our institutions of creation 
and life origins; (3) similar guidelines regarding homosexuality; (4) similar guidelines regarding ordination; and (5) distinctive beliefs of the Adventist Church.

3 See offi  cial White Estate sources, e.g. http://www.whiteestate.org/issues/egw_credentials/egw_credentials.htm.

4 It is doubtful that many of those who voted in favor of the motion fully foresaw the implications of that decision. The idea that “we need order” and “we need to follow rules” is an appealing and logical idea. 
The careful language of the motion practically ensured that the full impact of the vote would not be immediately evident.

millions of tithe dollars and decades of time studying this as a denomination 
without ever coming to a defi nitive “thus saith the Lord” on the question. 
Despite assertions to the contrary, the denomination has never clearly 
forbidden nor approved the practice of WO, not even during the contentious 
2015 GC Session in San Antonio. And our own pastor emeritus, Rudy Torres, 
offi  ciated in 1995 at the fi rst ordination of three women at Sligo Adventist 
Church in Maryland.

In the midst of this historical drama we are reminded ironically, that Ellen G. 
White, leading Adventist pioneer woman, was annually issued credentials as an 
ordained minister3 from 1871 until her death in 1915!

Back to the Future
As GC leaders prepared for these important meetings, they selected as 

their venue the city of Battle Creek, Michigan, where Adventists had a large 
presence in the 1800s. Ellen White’s gravesite lies just over a mile away from 
the Tabernacle where, during the Sabbath sermon, GC president Ted Wilson 
exhorted participants to return to our spiritual roots (specifi cally in matters 
of spirituality, diet, dress, entertainment), away from the evil infl uences of our 
modern age. Male delegates were encouraged to grow beards in “solidarity” 
with the practice of our Adventist pioneers. (The sight of GC leaders in 19th-
century garb, several sporting full-grown beards, certainly made for some 
interesting photo ops!)

So on Sunday afternoon, October 14, I settled down to observe the live-
streaming of Annual Council delegates approaching the microphone, each 
delivering their two-minute speech for or against the motion on the fl oor. Three 
hours later, as the time for voting approached, I was again struck with the fact 
that by far the majority of those opposed to the motion came from the Western 
world (largely USA and Europe), while the supporters came from developing 
countries (largely Africa). But I couldn’t help wondering whether all delegates 
were suffi  ciently informed as to what the real issues were behind the motion at 
hand?4 

Out of Africa 
As many of you know, I was born in Africa and raised in several countries 

there. Statistics from Kenya, where I lived for seven of my growing-up years 
(and eight years as a missionary), can serve as a fairly typical example of some 

THE SHOT HEARD ’ROUND 
THE WORLD: Refl ections on Adventism’s post-2018 annual council future

Leif T. Lind

“Force is the last resort of all false religions.” — 
Ellen G. White, “Signs of the Times”, 6 May 1897

“This is the fi rst time in the history of our church 
that we punish our dedicated and committed 
leaders on non-biblical grounds.” — Jiří Moskala, 
Dean of Andrews University Seminary,
14 October 2018

“No one is safe: If they come for me today they 
will come for you tomorrow.” — Ricardo Graham, 
Pacifi c Union president
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of the explosive membership growth in Africa. Adventist work opened up in 
that country in in 1906. Just over 100 years later this roughly California-size 
country has a church membership moving ever closer to that of the entire North 
American Division (2017: Kenya—980,000; NAD—1,250,000).5

The explosive membership growth in the Global South has brought great 
joy, but also some anguish. Part of that concern arises from the fact that the 
developing countries have always tended to be more conservative than the 
Western world, including in matters of doctrine and practice — and also, to 
some degree, the question of WO.

Ironically, though, the question in Africa of women’s ordination is not as 
clearly settled as it might seem. There are today women pastors carrying out 
God’s work in many countries on that continent. Furthermore, the average lay 
member in Africa has no idea of the current drama that is taking place within 
our denomination. (The same can probably be said of many church members 
in North America, who may rely on their church news from “approved sources” 
such as the Adventist Review and Adventist News Network.) 

But What Did We Expect? Annual Council in Hindsight 
In hindsight, of course, we should not have been surprised by the decision of 

Annual Council 2018. Shocked or disappointed, yes; but not surprised. For the 
Adventist Church has, in reality, been a divided denomination for a long time. 
The rift between progressivism and fundamentalism within the denomination 
has been steadily widening.

According to a recent Adventist Today6 article, 77% of those polled said they 
“disagreed with the proposal” in question (plus 11% were “unsure”). Earlier votes 
taken in North America’s Pacifi c and Columbia Unions (two of the “rebellious” 
Unions allowing women’s ordination) showed that about 80% were in favor of 
women’s ordination. While this is a large majority, it also shows that there is not 
unanimity, even in North America.

And herein lies Adventism’s predicament. To give broadly accurate fi gures, 
about 90% of Adventist membership lies in developing countries that have 
merely 10% of the fi nances needed for the Church’s operation; while the 10% 
of the membership residing in the Western world donates 90% towards the 
Church’s fi nancial needs. And the developing world, almost without exception, 
tends to be more theologically conservative and less willing to yield on 
controversial issues such as WO than we are! It can be noted that several other 
denominations7 face similar challenges on this question. 

On the Wrong Side of History
The Christian Church, like any institution, has at times been on the wrong 

side of history. The Church was on the wrong side of the slavery question, using 
the Bible to defend its practice. The Christian Church (including the Adventist 
Church) was on the wrong side of history in apartheid South Africa. During 
World War II the Church was largely silent during Hitler’s reign of terror. The 
same can be said of the Civil Rights movement of the 1960s and of the struggle 
for equal pay for women in the Church (1975, Merikay McLeod Silver).

In all fairness, there were many times in scripture when God’s men and 
women did not stand up to the challenge of the day. The good news is that in 
the end change was eff ected and injustices removed.

How Readest Thou?
On all these controversial topics, one key question surfaces: “How do we 

read [interpret] scripture?” I’ve had people tell me, “I take the Bible just as it 
reads.” Frankly, I don’t believe that’s possible. Reading of any book requires 
interpretation, and the Bible is no exception.

Some of you may remember the 2007 book The Year of Living Biblically: One 

5 http://www.adventiststatistics.org; Adventist Yearbook Online

6 15 October 2018 Adventist Today: “Poll Results: Are You Among the Disappointed with GC Leadership?” It is unclear from the article whether those polled were from North America or from the global church 
body. It is an interesting irony to note that the GC’s position against WO is somewhat hampered by the fact that in communist China it is women who make up the ordained pastoral workforce. Forbidding 
women’s ordination worldwide thus becomes problematic! It would cause the collapse of our work in China.

7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ordination_of_women_in_Protestant_denominations.

Man’s Humble Quest to Follow the Bible as Literally as Possible by A. J. Jacobs. It is 
a textbook example of what happens when one follows a literalistic reading of 
scripture (in Jacobs’ case, the Hebrew Bible or the Old Testament). At the end of 
his year of “living biblically” he was forced to admit that it is impossible to follow 
every command in scripture. There are some rules that, if followed today, would 
land you in jail (e.g. stoning your disobedient son)! 

We should prayerfully consider all scriptural passages relating to topics such 
as the status of women, slaves, and homosexuality, realizing, with grace, that 
not all may see eye to eye with our conclusions. The lessons of the early Church 
in Acts 15 serve as an exemplary guide to our actions today.

“The Shot Heard ’Round the World”
Our article heading refers of course to the assassin’s bullet that started World 

War I (or the shots that started the Revolutionary War). While we are obviously 
not referring to a literal war, the global reverberations on Adventist social media 
from the GC’s decision have been truly extraordinary. The moral, fi nancial, 
and structural implications that the Church’s decision could have on our 
denomination are staggering, including a decline in membership and diversion 
of tithe funds (both already happening), and a possible loss of accreditation for 
some of our educational institutions.

Now that the Annual Council’s motion has become fact, some have said to 
me, “Well, done is done. Let’s just wait for Jesus to come again and settle it all.”

Yes, it is true that the establishment of God’s kingdom is the only lasting 
solution to our trials on earth; but we need, like the bold Protestant Reformers 
and our non-conformist Adventist pioneers before us to do what we can to 
make a diff erence here and now. Passive waiting is rarely a satisfactory solution. 
Our Lord has commanded us to “Hold fast till I come.”

Why should we care? As committed Christians we must care that all are 
treated equally, regardless of gender, ethnicity, socioeconomic status or 
orientation. We should care if leaders or individuals are publicly named and 
shamed. We should care if our Church divides members into “us” and “them”.

Quo Vadis, Ecclesia?
Former GC president Jan Paulsen, who in his time was also pressured to take 

a stand on WO, became more public in advocating for ordination after retiring 
to Norway in 2010. In his book Where Are We Going? (2011), he admits that the 
question of WO may split the church, but hastens to add that “not ordaining 
women may be every bit as likely to split the church”. In 2015 the respected 
leader was infamously booed and hissed at by African leaders at the San 
Antonio GC session as he spoke in favor of ordaining women.

In early November the North American Division, under the leadership of Dan 
Jackson, will discuss the aftermath of the Annual Council vote. It is no secret 
that the Division, along with the Pacifi c and Columbia Unions in North America 
(and several Unions across the world) are now planning what steps to take next. 
They have meanwhile strongly reaffi  rmed their full support for workers of both 
genders.

Whether our future as a denomination involves a schism remains to be seen; 
however, we must continue to “work and pray”, open to whatever direction God 
may be leading.

As we do so, we remind ourselves that all is not lost. God allows 
disappointment to come to all, but God has always promised that good will 
triumph. This is God’s church, not ours.

With that hope and comfort in mind, we can boldly face whatever the future 
may hold!
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E V E N T S

Get connected
While having people attend one of our worships is wonderful, we want Glendale City Church to be more than just the place 
you visit on Saturday. We want this to be Your Church. This is why we strive to provide you with diff erent morning choices at 
Personal Growth Marketplace. Additionally, there are many other Saturday afternoon events, and mid-week events that occur. 
Another great way to meet people is by getting involved in one of our ministries. Joining our greeter team, helping the deacons 
take care of odds-and-ends around campus, working with our homeless ministries team and assisting our children’s staff  are 
great ways to make new friends. You have many chances to be a part of this Church Family. 

24
NOV

3
NOV

Day of Remembrance
Service with Galen Goben

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes (see pg. 6)
11 a.m. Worship 
12:30p.m. Seniors Academy 
Luncheon with Galen Goben, Grief 
Support Director at Forest Lawn
3:00 p.m. Special LA Adventist 
Forum, Bonnie Dwyer, Spectrum 
editor, concerning Annual Council

10
NOV Morning Service with

Todd Leonard
9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes (see pg. 6)
11 a.m. Worship 
5:00 p.m. Second Saturday Concert

17 
NOV Morning Service with

Todd Leonard

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market Place 
Classes (see pg. 6)
11 a.m. Worship 
6:30 p.m. Courtyard Campfi re

Morning Service with
Mike Kim

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:00 a.m. Heritage Room Open
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market Place 
Classes (see pg. 6)
11 a.m. Worship 

610 E.
CALIFORNIA AVE.,
GLENDALE,
CA 91206
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How to make 
the most of your 
Church app
Have you taken some time to get acquainted with the Glendale City 
Church app?  Did you know we had an app?  Since we launched it in 
February, 109 people have downloaded our app and have opened it 
on their devices over 1000 times.  What does the app do?  How can it 
bene� t your interaction with the church?  Let’s take a few minutes to 
get acquainted with the great connection tool we added earlier this 
year. 

Why an App?  How Do I Get It?
Like with any other organization, we provide a full-featured website 
(www.GlendaleCityChurch.org) that provides full information on 
our church.  Our website is especially designed to serve the needs 
of someone learning about our church for the fi rst time. The app is 
designed to provide a convenient and effi  cient tool to those of us who 
are frequently in contact with Glendale City Church by providing one-
click access to the items we use most.  It’s simple to get the app on your 
phone or tablet.  Go to your Apple or Google Play app stores and search 
for “Glendale City Church.”  Once you fi nd it, click “install” and you will 
shortly see a new app icon with our church logo show up on your screen.  

Let’s Take a Tour!
Once you open the app, you’ll see a screen that looks 
similar to the image in this article.  You’ll usually 
see 9 purple icons.  These are typically 
links to information relevant for that 
Saturday morning’s gatherings.  
In this image from October 20, 
you see icons for: “A New World” 
series; Cantor Sue, our guest 
Jewish worship leader that day; 
and written answers from the 
Imam that visited us on October 6.  
On the weeks I preach, you’ll often fi nd 
my sermon notes on the app.  You’ll also 
see some of the same icons every week: 
"Podcast Sermons” and “YouTube Sermons” 
connect you the latest recordings from morning 
worship; “Magazine” brings up the current month’s 
edition of Intersections; and the “I’m New” icon helps 
fi rst time guests get better acquainted with us.

At the bottom of the screen you’ll see a menu 
to connect you to other features:  our weekly 
bulletin, an online bible, our giving portal, and a 

messaging page.  Using the bulletin feature, especially if you bring your 
tablet, provides you the same information in the same format as our 
print edition, so we can spend less on paper and ink.  The Bible feature 
connects you to 19 English translations of the Christian scriptures and 
13 other languages.  The Give button connects you to Adventist Giving 
Online where you can donate to the church with credit or debit card and 
set up recurring donations, all without charging the church any credit 
processing fees.  With the message feature, you can let the pastoral staff  
know what’s on your mind and how we can help you.  

It’s diffi  cult to see with our color scheme, but if you click the upper left 
hand corner of the app screen, you’ll cause a side menu to open with 
additional features.  You can sign in and set up your personal account 
with your preferences on font size, bible translation and more; request 
technical support from our app service; call our church offi  ce; pull up a 
map of our campus; and more.  

You Can Make It Even Better
During this fi rst year of using the app, we are looking for your feedback 

on how we can improve the app so it does what you need it 
to do.  Please message me with your suggestions.  We want 

you to fi nd the information you need and connect with 
the people and programs as quickly as possible.  Your 

involvement and investment in our church means 
the world.  We hope the app adds value to your 

experience and service with the Glendale City 
Church faith community.   

Todd Leonard
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C I T Y  K I D S

Bring your family to the church courtyard 
for a fun evening of campfi re songs, 
s’mores and fun and games for all ages!

Courtyard
Campfi re

Providing safe places for children to learn about God, 
develop their faith, and learn how to love is one of 
our highest priorities. Our staff  and volunteers are 

committed to your child’s safety and have all undergone 
background checks. All our gatherings for youth are 
grace places, emphasizing God’s love for us and our 

call to graciously love others no matter who they are or 
where they are from.

11:00 -12:15 p.m., Sanctuary 
NEW IN NOVEMBER!

City Kids Worship now kicks off  
at 11:00 a.m. in the lower level 
Multipurpose Room.  Parents can 
check in their children beginning 
at 10:45 a.m. 

At 11:00, your kids will engage 
with Pastor Mike and the City Kids 
Team in song and story. 

At 11:15, they’ll break out into 
diff erent age-appropriate worship 
options with their friends:

City Kids Worship

Newborn to 3 years  Room 2
(parents must be present)
4 to 7 years   Room 1
8 to 10 years  Room 3
11 to 13 years  Room 4

9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Courtyard
Arrive early and help yourself to 
a light breakfast and beverage 
in the courtyard before worship 
service! You may also meet new 
people!

Breakfast & 
Fellowship

Marketplace Childcare
9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Classroom 2 
Now parents can attend a personal 
growth marketplace class while your 
kids have a fun, safe place just for them!

CITY KIDS

November 17, 6:30 PM

Parents can pick up their children 
at their designated classroom as 
soon as adult worship concludes 
(12:15 p.m.). 
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Open Door is a community of high school 
students seeking to connect teens in positive 
relationships.  Each week we guide them to a 
deepening experience with God and provide 
opportunities to love and care for others.

Last Class this Friday
November 2, from 6-8 p.m.

Open Door 
Thanksgiving 
Feast.

Join us for worship each Saturday at 
11:15a.m.

in the Open Door Cafe
& Lounge

Money Matters seminar 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

Pastor Mike will host a Thanksgiving Feast in 

NOVEMBER 10, 5:30 p.m. 
at Pastor Mikes
3122 los Olivos Lane.
La Crescenta,  91214

If interested, please contact Pastor Mike 
or Pastor Lemar!
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Pastoral Staff 

Todd Leonard, Senior (818-244-7241, offi  ce)
Mike Kim, Associate (818-468-6453)
Leif  Lind, Church Administration (909-557-5230)
Rudy Torres, Emeritus  (714-318-1975)
Smuts van Rooyen, Emeritus
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach (909-382-1912)
Lemar Sandiford, Youth (951-440-8575)
Vigen Khachatryan, Armenian (747-231-8702)
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian (909-528-2545)

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

Because of the thoughtful foresight of many church members, Glendale City 
Church has received a number of estate gifts that have empowered our mission 
in Glendale. This is especially true with the thoughtfulness of Kathryn Magarian.  
Because of her gift and those who built our Endowment Fund, we are in the 
position to do signifi cant improvements to our campus over the next two years.  

Because of the consistent generosity 
of dozens of families over thirty 
years, Glendale City Church has an 
Endowment Fund that provides over 
$ 100,000 each year to use towards 
campus renovations and new 
ministry endeavors.

YOUR INVITATION TO JOIN  IN THE GENEROSITY

To accomplish our full list of renovation projects, Glendale City Church 
needs to raise an additional $ 65,000 over the next two years. Would you 
like to add a special gift or monthly commitment to the generosity of those 
who have gone before us?

Thank you very much!

Magarian 
Beautifi cation
and Your Pledge + 
Opportunity

CRAFT YOUR GIVING
PLAN WITH PLEDGE
Glendale City Church relies on your consistent and generous 
donations to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget and your 
Pledge+ item.  Tithe supports Adventist Ministry in Southern 
California and empowers the funding of our congregation’s 
two full-time pastors.  Church Budget pays for our other part-
time pastors and ministry staff , youth ministry, music ministry, 
facility maintenance, utilities, and so much more.  With 
Pledge+, you’re invited to target a portion of your donation to 
the ministry you’re most passionate about.  

100% of your donation to Glendale City Church is
tax-deductible. Annual donation receipts are distributed in 
January.

Thank you for believing in the mission of Glendale City Church!

Church Finances Snapshot

Tithe  Jan - Sep 2018
• Rec'd        255, 499
• Goal          270, 404
• Diff               (14,905)

City Church Budget   Jan - Sep 2018
• Rec'd          340, 810
• Needed     370, 566
• Diff               (29,756)
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Church Officers

Head Elder & Church Board Chair–John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Elder–Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
Head Deacon–Ronald Matusea (818-730-0350)
Head Deacon–Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
Choir Director–Clarissa Shan-Lewis (909-709-3596)
Organist–Kemp Smeal (714-658-4885)
Assistant Organist–Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
Secretary–Victoria Lucero (glendalesda@gmail.com)
Treasurer–Dean Vendouris (818-244-7241, office)

Church Clerk–Mindi Rüb (mindilus@mac.com)
Children’s Ministries–Anji Arm (818-632-7374)
Audio Visual–Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
A+ School Board Chair–Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)
A+ School Director–Malisa Smith (818-241-9353)
Facilities Administrator–Wayne Libby (760-409-6719)

EGYPT WITH NILE CRUISE 
& DUBAI
11 DAY TOUR, MARCH 21–MARCH 31, 
$4,995 (new price!) 
$4,495 (student rate)

SEE THE GREAT PYRAMIDS 
AND THE OLD CITY TOUR OF 
ASWAN • EMBARK ON A NILE 
CRUISE, SEE THE CITIES OF 
KOM OMBO, EDFU, LUXOR, 
EAST BANK TOUR, DUBAI, AND 
ABU DUBAI!

Check out other opportunities!

Splendor of SPAIN 
& MORROCCO
 $5,695 (new price!)
THURSDAY, MAY 2 –  FRIDAY, MAY 17, 2019
Madrid, Granada, Tangiers, Asilah, Rabat, 
Casablanca, Marrakech, Ait Benhadou, 
Ouarzazate, Boulmane, Todra, Erfoud, Fez, 
Tangiers, Seville

EGYPT – JORDAN & ISRAEL “The EXODUS”
$5,395 (new price!)

MAY 20 – JUN. 3, 2019
Cairo, Jordan, Petra, Amman, Red Sea, Sea of 
Galilee, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Dead Sea, 
Jordan River, Magdala, Capernaum, Nazareth.

• Registration and Deposit Deadline: 
November 15, 2018

• For More Information and a Registration Packet:
Dr. Clara Jorge Ramirez, 909-382-1913

drcjorgeramirez@gmail.com 
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610 E. California Ave., Glendale, CA 91206
818-244-7241 | glendalesda@gmail.com

WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG

F A C I L I T I E S  M A P
M A I N  L E V E L

L O W E R  L E V E L

• Metro Local 90, 91 and Glendale 
Beeline 3, 31, 32: stop at 
Glendale Ave. and California 
Ave. Walk one block west on 
California

• Metro Express 780, 180, 181 
and Glendale Beeline 4, 11: 
stop at corner of Broadway and 
Glendale Ave. Walk one block 
west on Broadway and two 
blocks north on Isabel St.

Transit Info


