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Welcome

Glendale City is a Christian church affi  liated with the Seventh-day Adventist 
denomination. Our congregation was one of the fi rst Adventist churches 
established in this part of Southern California. We continue to partner with 
this denomination locally and globally in its mission, and recognize the 
many ways our denomination brings good into the world. We also recognize 
that as a human organization, our denomination — and Glendale City 
Church itself — makes many mistakes and is often slow to respond to God’s 
leading. Therefore, we maintain a congregational posture of humility. To 
learn more about the Adventist church, visit www.Adventist.org.

Editors
Leif Lind, Todd Leonard

Designer
Javier Gutiérrez

Layout
Victoria Lucero

© Sep 2018

At City Church, our mission is to reveal the love of Christ in 
all its tenderness and grandeur to the community in which 
we live. We desire to embrace the wonder of humanity in its 
complexity, diversity, and beauty — and to do so without 
precondition. In short, we yearn to reveal the splendor of 
Christ and to affi  rm the worth of all people.

as recognized by the Seventh-day Adventist Church in North America

Glendale City Church welcomes 
people of all backgrounds into 
our church community. We 
do not discriminate based on 
gender, sexual orientation, race, 
culture, wealth, education, or 
religious background. If you are 
learning to love God and others, 
you belong here. God excludes 
no one. Neither do we.

Intersections is a monthly 
publication of the Glendale 
City Church of Seventh-day 

Adventists

Revealing Christ, Affi  rming All

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

adventistpeace.org

S O U T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A

Church of 
Compassion2017
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The Quest for True Belonging,
The Courage to Stand Alone

P A S T O R ’ S  C O R N E R

A place where we recognize and celebrate that we are all inextricably connected to each other by the Divine, and that our 
connection to God and each other is grounded in tangible love and compassion.

A book that I believe provides insight on this radical work of creating compassionate and loving community, and that I adapted the 
introductory defi nition from, is Braving the Wilderness: The Quest for True Belonging and the Courage to Stand Alone (Random House, 
2017).  The author, Brené Brown, is a social work research professor at the University of Houston and has devoted herself to helping 
people live authentic and vulnerable lives so they can create increasingly-compassionate communities where others can learn to do 
the same.   I’m going to share just a couple insights I gleaned from her book and encourage you to pick up or download a copy to go 
deeper.

  
Brown says humans are desperate for true belonging—to be known and loved by others for who we are.  But she says most of us 
have experienced the pain of hiding our authentic selves in order to maintain belonging within our chosen community; or, have 
experienced rejection by our chosen community when we chose to be open about who we truly are.  Many of us believe that we 
have to choose between inauthentic community or genuine loneliness.  Brown says that what she has learned through her research 
is that you can have both; but it requires courage and perseverance to push through the pain that comes when you pursue it and as 
you fi ght to preserve it.  She says that we can fi nd true belonging when we:

1. Believe and belong to ourselves enough that we feel free to share our authentic selves with the world;
2. Make peace with the fact that some group members, and sometimes entire groups, will reject us for being our true selves 

and that we’ll never again completely identify with or belong to a particular group; yet,
3. Find deep and sacred connectedness to more and more people from a wide variety of backgrounds, who, like us, connect 

in love and compassion, rather than groupthink

In summary: belong to no one, yet belong to everyone.

She suggests four elements that we need to train ourselves to put into practice every day.  Let me just mention the fi rst one 
here, using paraphrased excerpts from chapter four, “People Are Hard to Hate Close Up. Move In.”

You are being inauthentic to yourself or are part of an inauthentic community when you or your group says that people in 
another group are the enemy or less than human.  A courageous individual is one that, while not practicing it perfectly, tries to say, 
“I recognize the inherent goodness in this person with whom I disagree and I will do my best to know and love them for who they 
are, while not hiding who I am.  A courageously compassionate community is one that intentionally brings people closer together 

to off er love and compassion for people of diff erent backgrounds and ideologies, so they can learn how to do the 
same. Brown shares examples about the inherent fallacies of distant groupthink versus the deep truths of up-close 
experience. 

Todd Leonard

I wonder if this is a good definition of what we want church to strive to be?
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• Distant Groupthink: Democrats are such losers. Our country would be better without them.  
• Up-Close Experience: As a conservative, you generally agree…with the exception of your close friend 

at work who not only is the top-performing employee in your offi  ce, but, more importantly, has been 
by your side at every personal or family crisis, making sure you were not alone.  She’s a winner, even if 
she does like Nancy Pelosi.  

• Distant Groupthink: Republicans are greedy and selfi sh.  Everyone would be happier if they 
disappeared.

• Up-Close Experience: You couldn’t agree more, being the compassionate Hillary-voter that you are…
well, except your son-in-law, who is an incredible husband to your daughter and father-of-the-year to 
your grandkids, who devotes a number of hours each month in volunteer work with the homeless, and 
who voted for…hard swallow…Donald Trump.  Your Republican son-in-law is incredibly generous and 
selfl ess.

So, Brown says, we need to start practicing “rehumanization,” a process of speaking up for the inherent dignity of all people, 
especially those with whom we disagree. And this requires us to get up close to those we disagree with and vow to never 
see them as less than human.  She then gives examples of what the implications will be when we adopt this philosophy and 
practice:

• If we are off ended when Hillary Clinton or Maxine Waters are labeled with the most degrading words 
used against women, we must be equally off ended and hurt when those same terms are used against 
Melania Trump, Kellyanne Conway or Ivanka Trump.

• If we felt belittled when Hillary Clinton called Trump-supporters “a basket of deplorables,” then we 
should be equally outraged when Eric Trump said, “Democrats aren’t even human.”

• When President Trump refers to people (like Omarosa Manigault-Newman) as a “dog” and reduces 
women by bragging about his groping conquests at their expense, we must call our nation’s leader to 
better behavior, just as we should fi ght against anyone who would reduce our current president—a 
man created in the image of God—to an inhuman caricature by calling him a “pig.”  

• Any time we hear a group of people labeled with terms like “animals” or “aliens,” we need to ask the 
question: “Is this an attempt to reduce someone’s humanity so we can feel justifi ed in taking away 
their rights or bringing harm against them?”

•  We shift from slavish loyalty to the party line to a slavish loyalty to people, especially towards anyone 
who is having their humanity reduced by others.  

Glendale City Church has a long history of providing community to people who could no longer “fake it” in another 
congregation.  And we’ve been a refuge for people who were dismissed or shunned when they were open about their 
authentic selves.  More than ever Glendale City Church has work to do to create a community that is connected by the 
presence of God and each other’s gloriously-messy humanity through up-close love and compassion.  Our congregation has 
yet to reach perfection in providing a safe place where each person can be exactly how God created them to be and learn to 
love others exactly as they are.  Some of us have felt judged or ridiculed and left.  Others felt that because people diff erent 
from them were welcomed, they were no longer welcome.  Some of us, right now, are sitting in the pews on Saturday 
mornings and wondering if we would still get hugs and handshakes and be invited out to lunch if we were honest about who 
we really are.  This quest for radically-open and -loving community is extremely diffi  cult and never-ending.  But staying open 
and vulnerable to each other is the only way. 

How about we give up trying to fi nd or create community where everyone agrees on everything, and instead, see if we can 
all fi nd agreement on just these two statements as we continue our community-building work.  Can we each speak the 
following statements as our truth?  As our creed?  As our manifesto?

I know that I am fearfully and wonderfully made and I refuse to let anyone, including myself, talk me out of it.
I know that you are fearfully and wonderfully made and I refuse to let you, or anyone else, take me out of it.  

Each one of us reveals Christ.  May we affi  rm that truth in all people, especially the ones we disagree with.  May 
we continue to fi nd and revel in the unifying Spirit of God at the intersection of our glorious and messy lives. 5 intersections



This month at 
Personal Growth 
Marketplace

P E R S O N A L  G R O W T H 
M A R K E T P L A C E

Find groups and seminars that help you 
strengthen your spirituality, your health and your 
family.  Gatherings take place on Saturdays from 
9:30-10:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted.

“The Book of Acts”

English Language Study - Chapel
Armenian Language Study - Room 11
Romanian Language Study - Room 13

Current Book Study: 
“Original Blessing: Putting 
Sin In Its Rightful Place”.

Author Danielle Shroyer shows how 
the doctrine of original sin (Adam’s 
guilt and sinful nature transferred 
to all humanity) was not taught until post-4th century 
Western Christianity. She reminds that we are made in the 
image of God; that “we are a blessed people sent out of 
Eden, not a cursed people kicked out”. Come and join the 
discussion with Pastor Leif!

Traditional Sabbath 
School Quarterly

Grace Center 
Fellowship Hall, 
North Side

Living the Questions
Discover why asking hard questions about God, the 
church and the scriptures can actually grow your faith 
rather than destroy it. Class continues through the end 
of September in the multipurpose room. Join Pastor 
Todd in learning from some of today’s leading Christian 
theologians, along with dynamic group discussions, 
where you can process what is shared.
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JumpStart Center 
Courtyard

The Living Project 
Red Room

Seniors’ Academy 
September 15
Fellowship Hall, North

The Living Project is on hiatus through 
the end of Summer 2018.  You are 
encouraged to attend another group 
during this time.

THIRD SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH

Meet with case manager, Katheline 
LeConte for job search and resume 
assistance; social services; placements 
and referrals; personalized strategic 
planning; and fi nancial literacy. 

www.glendalecitychurch.org/family
PHONE: 818.244.7241

P R E - R E G I S T E R  A T :

Each month we provide a special meal 
and fellowship time for members in the 
“third half of life”, as well as seeking to 
address questions you as seniors may 
have. We welcome any suggestions for 
topics or presenters. 7 intersections



Embodied in the name ’Seventh-day Adventist’ is our identity as a people who expectantly await the second 
coming of the Messiah, Jesus the Christ.  We have studied the Bible’s prophecies and held on to its promises 
about our future deliverance.  We keep watch for the day when these words of Jesus will be fulfi lled:

Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and 
they will see ’the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven’ with power and great glory. And he will 
send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect form the four winds, from one 
end of heaven to the other.”  Matthew 24.30-31

Traditionally, our focus has been on the parts of the scripture that focus on what God will do while overlooking 
the parts that talk about what God calls his followers to do.  These words of Jesus are both a great promise and 
a great warning about our future, but quoted by themselves, skip over crucial information on what God’s Spirit 
wants to do through us right now. In the following verses, notice three responsibilities on which God calls us 
to partner with the Spirit:

• Preach the good news about Jesus — “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)

• Help people in need — “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 
And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you? And the king 
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.’” (Matthew 25:37-40)

• Defend the earth — “The nations raged, but your wrath has come, and the time for 
judging the dead, for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints and all who 
fear your name, both small and great, and for destroying those who destroy the earth.” 
(Revelation 11:18)

Historically, Adventists have been good at preaching about the end of the world.  But our preaching 
often lacked “good news” and did a much better job at fear-mongering!  And because God’s call on us 
to love and serve those in need and protect the earth from environmental destruction require actions 
rather than words, we usually choose to stick with speaking.  We would rather lay back and wait for Jesus 
to come in and wrap everything up.  Nevertheless, the call of God still stands.  In fact, according to Matthew 
25 and Revelation 11, God’s judgment, rather than on what we say, is entirely based on whether or not we act 
for good.  Did we feed the hungry, welcome strangers and foreigners as family, clothe the naked, heal the sick 
and visit those in prison?  Did we actively destroy or passively ignore others who actively destroyed the earth?
Regardless of what day you keep holy, what church membership you carry, how nice you dress for worship 

O C T O B E R  S N E A K  P E E K

Johnny Ramirez-Johnson

A NEW 
WORLD

Abrahamic Faiths’ 
Hopes for Salvation
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(and I like to look GOOD on Sabbath!), we are all condemned if we fail to steward the beauty and resources of 
our planet and fail to care for our neighbors in need.  Condemned!

The truth is, Seventh-day Adventists aren’t the only ones called to carry out these responsibilities.  God’s work 
is not limited by what groups we humans divide ourselves into.  God is All and is in All.  God is active in 
every faith, every race, every nation, and every language.  Name any group of people and God is present 
there.  Therefore, God’s calling is also upon the entire human race.  And, just as there are many Seventh-day 
Adventists who are actively seeking to follow God’s call, there are people from every tribe, kindred, tongue 
and people who are passionately engaged with the work of speaking and working out the good news of God 
in the here and now.

During October, Glendale City Church is hosting a series of presentations where we will listen to people 
from three diff erent faith traditions, all of which trace their roots back to the person of Abraham.  People of 
Muslim, Jewish and Christian faith all begin our stories in the person and journey of Abraham as he trusted 
God to lead him and his descendants to a new world, a promised land.  And our hopes and dreams in the 
future continue to be informed by the stories and prophecies of Abraham’s descendants.  There are many 
diff erences between the Abrahamic faiths:

• Muslims look forward to the coming of Imam al-Mahdi, a descendant of Islam’s most-revered 
prophet, Mohammed, who will join Jesus in returning to earth to judge and destroy evil and to 
restore universal peace and justice for all.  

• Jewish traditions and beliefs are rooted in the Tanakh’s description of a Messianic age where God’s 
anointed will establish a new world order, uniting all nations together under God’s governance of 
peace, justice and ecological harmony.

• Eastern Orthodox expressions of Christianity, including the Armenian Apostolic tradition, represent 
some of the earliest understandings about the nature of Christ’s return because of their historic and 
geographic proximity to the Holy Land.

• The Seventh-day Adventist expression of Protestant Christianity holds to a passionate expectation 
of a literal Second Coming of Jesus who will judge the earth, establish his eternal kingdom and 
restore the earth to its original beauty and perfection.  While today’s Protestants hold a wide variety 
of opinions on how the culmination of God’s kingdom on earth will happen, conservative and 
evangelical Christians still hold to some version of the literal return of Jesus to earth.

But because these Abrahamic traditions grew out of the same scriptures and stories, there is also broad 
agreement on what the new world will look like.  All believe that:

• Evil will be vanquished
• Suff ering will end
• Good will triumph
• Peace, justice and compassion will govern

Each of our traditions are painfully aware of the immense gap between today’s world of human 
inequality, ecological decay and moral depravity and what we hope will be the world of tomorrow. 

Therefore, we want to learn from one another, but more importantly, we want to fi nd ways of 
working together to accomplish God’s purposes today as we journey on towards the promised land.  

Each week, we will listen to a presenter, interact with them over lunch at a question and answer session, and 
learn about the organizations they work with to create a better world.  Make sure to see page 15 where you 
can meet our presenters and learn more about this timely series.  I hope each of us will prayerfully enter the 
month of October watching and listening for how we can more actively partner with God and God’s people 
to help bring about the New World.
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E V E N T S

Get connected
While having people attend one of our worships is wonderful, we want Glendale City Church to be more 
than just the place you visit on Saturday. We want this to be Your Church. This is why we strive to provide 
you with diff erent morning choices at Personal Growth Marketplace. Additionally, there are many other 
Saturday afternoon events, and mid-week events that occur. Another great way to meet people is by 
getting involved in one of our ministries. Joining our greeter team, helping the deacons take care of 
odds-and-ends around campus, working with our homeless ministries team and assisting our children’s 
staff  are great ways to make new friends. You have many chances to be a part of this Church Family. 

1
SEP

8
SEP

15
SEP

22
SEP

29
SEP

Morning Worship with
Mike Kim
9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes
11 a.m. Worship Service

Morning Worship with
Todd Leonard
9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes
11 a.m. Worship Service

Special Guest Speaker
Morning Worship with
Smuts Van Rooyen
9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes
11 a.m. Worship Service
12:30p.m. Seniors’ Academy 
Luncheon
6:30 p.m. Courtyard Campfi re

Morning Worship with
Todd Leonard
9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:00 a.m. Heritage Room Open
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market Place 
Classes
11 a.m. Worship Service
12:30 p.m. Churchwide Potluck,
Fellowship Hall

9:00 a.m. Courtyard Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Personal Growth Market 
Place Classes
11 a.m. Worship Service

Communion Service with
Todd Leonard & Johnny 
Ramirez-Johnson
Introduction to "A New World"
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Splendor of SPAIN & MORROCCO
16 DAYS ($ 6,500)

THURSDAY, MAY 2 – FRIDAY, MAY 17, 2019

Madrid, Granada, Tangiers, Asilah, Rabat, Casablanca, 
Marrakech, Ait Benhadou, Ouarzazate, Boulmane, 
Todra, Erfoud, Fez,Tangiers, Seville

EGYPT – JORDAN & ISRAEL 
“The EXODUS” – ($5,995)

MAY 20 (M) – JUN. 3, 2019 (M) – 15 DAYS

Cairo, Jordan, Petra, Amman, Red Sea, Sea of Galilee, 
Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Dead Sea, Jordan River, 
Magdala, Capernaum, Nazareth.
All Tours Provide: Three meals a day with Vegetarian Options, National 
& International transportation from Los Angeles, CA (LAX). Entrance 
to places as per the Itinerary & Optional Tours. Enjoy this Great Tour 
Experience visiting places, learning about their Cultural, Educational 
and Religious Gifts! Inspirational lectures, along with Leaders from the 
Church. PROFITS WILL BE USED FOR: “The Church Outreach Projects”. 
This Tours fits for 0-99+Years Old!. For more Information and Tour 
Application, please contact: Dr. Clara Jorge Ramirez (909)382-1913 
drcjorgeramirez@gmail.com or The Church Secretary: Victoria Lucero 
(818)244-7241 glendalesda@gmail.com Make Payments to the Church on 
or before.  First: SEPT. 20, 2018 –  $2,500 / Second: NOV. 20, 2018 –  $2,500 
/Third: JAN. 20, 2019 –  The Balance – http://glendalecitychurch.org/

Live-streamed at Glendale City Church
RSVP at glendalesda@gmail.com 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
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Bring your family to the church courtyard 
for a fun evening of campfi re songs, 
s’mores and fun and games for all ages!

Courtyard
Campfi re

Providing safe places for children to learn about God, 
develop their faith, and learn how to love is one of 
our highest priorities. Our staff  and volunteers are 

committed to your child’s safety and have all undergone 
background checks. All our gatherings for youth are 
grace places, emphasizing God’s love for us and our 

call to graciously love others no matter who they are or 
where they are from.

10:45–11:10 a.m., Sanctuary 
Each week City Kids Worship 
kicks off  with Praise Music in the 
Sanctuary. After Praise Music, the 
kids break out into diff erent age-
appropriate worship options with 
their friends. Parents can pick up 
their children at their designated 
classroom as soon as adult 
worship concludes (12:15 p.m.). 

Praise Time &
Children’s Sermon

11:10 a.m.

Children’s 
Worship Groups
Newborn to 3 years  Room 2
(parents must be present)
4 to 7 years   Room 1
8 to 10 years  Room 3
11 to 13 years  Room 4

9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Courtyard
Arrive early and help yourself to 
a light breakfast and beverage 
in the courtyard before worship 
service! You may also meet new 
people!

Breakfast & 
Fellowship

Nursery Care
9 a.m.–10:30 a.m., Classroom 2 
Now parents can attend a personal 
growth marketplace class while your 
kids have a fun, safe place just for them!

C I T Y  K I D S

CITY KIDS

September 15, 6:30 PM
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Open Door is a community of 
high school students seeking 

to connect teens in positive 
relationships.  Each week we 
guide them to a deepening 

experience with God and 
provide opportunities to love 

and care for others.

Join us for worship 
each Saturday at 

11:15a.m. in 
the Open Door Cafe

& Lounge

Knott’s Berry Farm
Let’s have some fun at Knott’s Berry Farm on Sunday! 
Contact Pastor Lemar 951-440-857 
TICKETS ARE ONLY $35 IF WE GET 15 TO GO! 

2
SEP

TEENS:
YOUR MONEY MATTER$
Friday Nights in October, 6:00-8:00pm
Glendale City Church 610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206

w w w.GlendaleCityChurch.org

Each Session Runs from 6:00-7:45 pm and Includes Supper
Registration Fee: $ 25.00.  Registration Deadline: October 8 
Attend All Four Sessions and Receive Your Money Back 
Text or Email Pastor Lemar Sandiford:
951-440-8575  |  lpsandiford@gmail.com

$OCTOBER 12 Money Mind: Budgeting & Smart Financial Goals
OCTOBER 19 Understanding Credit & Managing Debt
OCTOBER 26 Protecting What You Earn
NOVEMBER 2 Preparing for College and Beyond

Let Bryan Schwartz, Certifi ed Financial Planner, teach you how money 
works and how to make money work for you.

Presented by: Hosted by:
13 intersections



M U S I C  A T  C I T Y  C H U R C H

Sanctuary
5:00 p.m.

Sanctuary, 12:10 p.m.

Every 1st & 3rd 
Wednesday

glendalenoonconcerts.blogspot.com

19
SEP

5
SEP

Sanctuary
5:00 p.m.8

SEP

Improvisations!
Billy Childs, piano
Maksim Velichkin, cell

Hummel & 
Schumann
Robert Walker, oboe
Brendan White, piano

Zo� oAdriana

A native of Los Angeeles, Adriana 
Zoppo performs professionally 
on violin, viola, baroque violin 

& viola, and viola d’amore. 
The audience will have an 
opportunity to hear THREE 
unusual and seldom heard 

instruments:  the Viola d’amore, 
the Vielle, and the Viola de 

gamba! 

Admission is freewill off ering. 
A reception will be held 

following the concert to allow an 
opportunity to meet the artist.

The Caesura Youth Orchestra begins its Fifth Year of providing music to 
students in south Glendale on September 4.  The past four years would not 

have been possible without the wonderful support of Glendale City Church.

As we start another school year, we are looking for support in the following 
areas: Board members from the Glendale area who believe in the mission 

of CYO; a webmaster to keep our website current and vibrant and a 
Communications Director to assist with our communication to parents, 
students and the public.  We’d also love to fi nd two other volunteers: a 

college age intern and an assistant to create proposals to foundations. If you 
or someone you know can help with these areas 

please contact Dave Ferguson.

The Caesura Youth 
Orchestra

Viola

14intersections



A NEW 
WORLD

Abrahamic Faiths’ 
Hopes for Salvation
A Four-Part Series at Glendale City Church
October 6, 13, 20 and 27 at 11:00 a.m.

GLENDALE CITY CHURCH  |  PRESENTATIONS, 11:00 AM  |  Q & A LUNCHEONS, 12:30 PM

Special Preview Presentation during
Morning Worship on September 29th

In expectation of God’s promised intervention, the prophetic words of the Abrahamic faiths describe a savior fi gure who 
will inaugurate a worldwide government of justice, peace and love. In this series, we will focus on our hope in our salvation. 
What can we do to prepare ourselves for the ending of this current world order and the beginning of the new?  What can 
we do to prepare our fl awed and broken world today for a world of justice, ecological balance and peace tomorrow?  Join 
us as we follow in the faithful footsteps of our Father Abraham and listen again to our prophets as they teach us how to live 
and act on our journey towards the promised land.

OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

Complimentary parking located in lower
level garage of Glendale Fashion Center

818.244.7241  |   www.GlendaleCityChurch.org

Free to the Public and Hosted at
Glendale City Church

610 E California Avenue, Glendale, CA 91206

P
R

E
S

E
N

T
E

R
S

P
R

E
S

E
N

T
E

R
S

P
R

E
S

E
N

T
E

R
S

P
R

E
S

E
N

T
E

R
S

Saturday, October 6
Imam Sayed Moustafa 

al-Qazwini

Islamic Educational 
Center Orange County

President of the Shia 
Muslim Council of 

Southern California, 
holds a PhD in Islamic 

Studies and is the 
author of a number of 

books.

Highlighted Non-Profi t:
alqazwini.org/

foundations

Saturday, October 13
Father Vazken Movsesian 

Western Diocese of the 
Armenian Church

A patriotic, progressive 
man keenly aware of the 

realities of twenty-fi rst 
century and refuses to 

hold on to cafeteria-
Christianity exclusions 

that are not based in the 
teachings of the Lord.

Highlighted Non-Profi t:
www.inhisshoes.org

Saturday, October 20
Rabbi Susan S. Conforti 

Auburn Pastoral Counseling

Experienced pastoral 
counselor in the mental 

health care industry. 
Skilled in nonprofi t 
organizations, grief 

counseling, compassion, 
crisis intervention, and 

family therapy. 

Highlighted Non-Profi t: 
www.FarmForward.com

Saturday, October 27
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson

Fuller Theological Seminary &
Glendale City Church

A professor of anthropology 
and associate pastor, Johnny 
became a convert to Christ 
at the age of twelve when 
he had a dream about the 
second coming of Jesus.

Highlighted Non-Profi t: 
www.glendale

communitasinitiative.org
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In the alleyway between the church and 
shopping center you will see a beautiful 
vegetable garden, owned by A+. Each 

classroom has a bed where their students have 
elected to have them grow squash, corn, crab 
apples, and more! Children get to experience 

fresh vegetables and are excited to learn about 
where their food comes from. Although we 

are headed into fall, there are hopes that the 
garden will continue to give. Stay tuned for 

pumpkins! 

SAVE THE DATE!!!!
A+ ADVENTIST CHILDREN'S 

CENTER FALL FESTIVAL
& PASTA DINNER

Thursday, October 25, 2018
We will have:

Bounce house & petting zoo for the kids from 4-6 p.m.
Silent Auction - closes at 7 p.m.

Pasta dinner from 6-8 p.m.
Program from 7:00 - 7:45 p.m.

LiveAuction and a few songs from our students.

It will be a fun evening for all

PLEASE COME!!
Tickets are $10.00 per Adult and $5.00 per Child.

WE ARE IN NEED OF SOME ADDITIONAL ITEMS FOR OUR SILENT & 
LIVE AUCTION.

If you have anything new that you would like to 
donate please bring it to the school!
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NOT ON OUR WATCH | SEPTEMBER 12-15
22 US military veterans die from suicide every 
day. Wellness Works, an important partner of 
Glendale Communitas Initiative, is devoted 
to serving our local vets with services and 

resources that promote physical, emotional 
and psychological health. To learn more and to 
fi nd out how to participate in their upcoming 
awareness-raising event for veteran health at 

Verdugo Park, 
visit www.WellnessWorks4Veterans.org visit www.WellnessWorks4Veterans.org visit www.WellnessWorks4Veterans.org 

In & 
around
Glendale
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How to Give

Church App: From your app store.

Website : www.GlendaleCityChurch.org/donate

Mail: 610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206

Stock Transfer:  Contact church treasurer to arrange

Estate Planning: Contact the church offi  ce for an appointment.

Saturdays:
During Off ering Collection use provided donation envelopes. 
Giving Kiosk in Foyer for giving by credit card

C H U R C H  F I N A N C I A L 

Because of the thoughtful foresight of many church members, Glendale City 
Church has received a number of estate gifts that have empowered our mission 
in Glendale. This is especially true with the thoughtfulness of Kathryn Magarian.  
Because of her gift and those who built our Endowment Fund, we are in the 
position to do signifi cant improvements to our campus over the next two years.  

Because of the consistent generosity 
of dozens of families over thirty 
years, Glendale City Church has an 
Endowment Fund that provides over 
$ 100,000 each year to use towards 
campus renovations and new 
ministry endeavors.

Church Finances Snapshot

Tithe  Jan - Jul 2018
• Rec'd        197,773
• Goal          204,516
• Diff               (6,743)

City Church Budget   Jan - Jul 2018
• Rec'd          263,737
• Need           288,218
• Diff               (24,481)

YOUR INVITATION TO JOIN  IN THE GENEROSITY

To accomplish our full list of renovation projects, Glendale City Church 
needs to raise an additional $ 65,000 over the next two years. Would you 
like to add a special gift or monthly commitment to the generosity of those 
who have gone before us?  Pick up a Pledge+ card in the church foyer and 
share it with us!  Three members have already pledged a total of $ 1860 
towards our goal.

Thank you very much!

Magarian 
Beautifi cation
and Your Pledge + 
Opportunity

CRAFT YOUR GIVING
PLAN WITH PLEDGE

Glendale City Church relies on your 
consistent and generous donations 
to three areas: Tithe, Church Budget 
and your Pledge+ item.  Tithe 
supports Adventist Ministry in 
Southern California and empowers 
the funding of our congregation’s 
two full-time pastors.  Church 
Budget pays for our other part-time 
pastors and ministry staff , youth 
ministry, music ministry, facility 
maintenance, utilities, and so 
much more.  With Pledge+, you’re 
invited to target a portion of your 
donation to the ministry you’re 
most passionate about.  

100% of your donation to 
Glendale City Church is
tax-deductible. 
Annual donation receipts are 
distributed in January.

Thank you for believing in the 
mission of Glendale City Church!

18intersections



C
H

U
R

C
H

 
D

I
R

E
C

T
O

R
Y Pastoral Staff 

Todd Leonard, Senior (818-244-7241, offi  ce)
Mike Kim, Associate (818-468-6453)
Leif  Lind, Church Administration (909-557-5230)
Rudy Torres, Emeritus  (714-318-1975)
Smuts van Rooyen, Emeritus
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach (909-382-1912)
Lemar Sandiford, Youth (951-440-8575)
Vigen Khachatryan, Armenian (747-231-8702)
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian (909-528-2545)

Church Offi  cers

Head Elder & Church Board Chair–John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Elder–Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
Head Deacon–Ronald Matusea (818-730-0350)
Head Deacon–Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
Choir Director–Clarissa Shan-Lewis (909-709-3596)
Organist–Kemp Smeal (714-658-4885)
Assistant Organist–Taylor Ruhl (909-557-5229)
Secretary–Victoria Lucero (glendalesda@gmail.com)
Treasurer–Dean Vendouris (818-244-7241, offi  ce)
Church Clerk–Mindi Rüb (mindilus@mac.com)
Children’s Ministries–Anji Arm (818-632-7374)
Audio Visual–Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
A+ School Board Chair–Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)
A+ School Director–Malisa Smith (818-241-9353)
Facilities Administrator–Wayne Libby (760-409-6719)

• Metro Local 90, 91 and Glendale 
Beeline 3, 31, 32: stop at 
Glendale Ave. and California 
Ave. Walk one block west on 
California

• Metro Express 780, 180, 181 
and Glendale Beeline 4, 11: 
stop at corner of Broadway and 
Glendale Ave. Walk one block 
west on Broadway and two 
blocks north on Isabel St.

Transit Info
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610 E. California Ave., Glendale, CA 91206
818-244-7241 | glendalesda@gmail.com

WWW.GLENDALECITYCHURCH.ORG

F A C I L I T I E S  M A P
M A I N  L E V E L

L O W E R  L E V E L


