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“Revealing Christ, affirming all”



Worship— 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary (Please turn off all cell phones & pagers)

Children’s Ministry, 10:40 a.M.: City Kids’ Worship and Open Door Teen Café begin just before the 
morning worship service. See inside of bulletin for more information.

Prelude                       “A Solemn Melody”                              Walford Davies
Taylor Ruhl, organ

Call to Worship                                                       Johnny Ramirez-Johnson
Blessed be the name of God from this time on and forevermore.

From the rising of the sun to its setting the name of God is to be praised.
It is good to give thanks to God, to sing praises to your name, O Most High;

to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night.
—From Ps. 113, 92

Hymn of Praise                               “Holy, Holy, Holy”                          No. 73

Greetings & Prayers of the Congregation                                                 Doug Schultz
(Please remain standing for prayer)

Prayer Response                                                                                                 (No. 290)
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face;

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of his glory and grace.

Anthem                                               “Gift of Love”                               arr. Hal H. Hopson

Call to Offering                                                              

Offertory                       “Be Still My Soul (In You I Rest)”          Kari Jobe/Jason Ingram
Jennifer Miller, soprano

(Unless otherwise marked, loose offering goes to local church expense)

Anthem                                        “Spirit, Now Live in Me”                             arr. Fred Bock



Scripture Reading                          Acts 15:22-29                                           Tom Chatt
Then the apostles and the elders, with the consent of the whole church, decided to choose 
men from among their members and to send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They 
sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leaders among the brothers, with the following letter: 

“The brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the believers of Gentile origin in 
Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. Since we have heard that certain persons 
who have gone out from us, though with no instructions from us, have said things to 
disturb you and have unsettled your minds, we have decided unanimously to choose 
representatives and send them to you, along with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, who 
have risked their lives for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have therefore sent 
Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things by word of mouth. 

For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to impose on you no further burden than 
these essentials: that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols and from blood and 
from what is strangled and from fornication. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. 
Farewell.”

Sermon                   “It Has Seemed Good to the Holy Spirit and To Us”     
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson

Hymn of Response              “Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether”                                 No. 259

Benediction                                                                               Johnny Ramirez-Johnson
(Please be seated after the benediction)

Choral Response                                 “Benediction”                                       Marin Jacobson

Postlude                                         “Intrada”                                     Grayston Ives


Whether you’re a regular member or a visitor, we encourage you to continue to fellowship with our Church family after the 
worship service. Please also feel free to contact any of our pastoral staff (or fill out the Connection Card located in your 
pew holder) if you have questions or feedback, need a visit or help, or wish to assist in any way!



DEFINING HERMENEUTICS 
 
“There are many ways in which you can approach the text, and your method will 
determine your interpretation. It is important then to be transparent about what is 
essential to you as a reader and recognize how that impacts the interpretations that you 
develop. Your interpretive goal will ultimately determine your Biblical hermeneutic.” 
Ellen White, “Defining Biblical Hermeneutics: How Biblical interpretations, or 
hermeneutics of the Bible, affect the way we read the scriptures”, Biblical Archaeology 
Review, 09/03/2016, <https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/> 
 
 
Should Gentile Converts to Jesus Christ Become Followers of the Old Testament? 

OLD TESTAMENT 
EVIDENCE 

JESUS SAYINGS FROM 
GOSPEL 

WHAT THEY CHOOSE 
TO DO 

Sola Scriptura (only what the Bible says is truth) 
I take the Bible just as it is, as the Inspired Word. I believe 
its utterances in an entire Bible.—Selected Messages, book 
1, p. 17. 
Brethren, cling to your Bible, as it reads, and stop your 
criticisms in regard to its validity, and obey the Word, and 
not one of you will be lost.— Selected Messages, book 1, 
p.18. 

People who claim Jesus 
and Receive Holy Spirit  

(Glossolalia) belong! 
Acts 15: 
28 “For it has seemed good 
to the Holy Spirit and to us 
to impose on you no further 
burden than these 
essentials”… 
 

Two Ways of Worship & 
Doctrinal Views 

Acts 21: 
21 They have been told 
about you that you teach all 
the Jews living among the 
Gentiles to forsake Moses, 
and that you tell them not to 
circumcise their children or 
observe the customs. 22 
What then is to be done? 
They will certainly hear that 
you have come. 23 So do 
what we tell you. We have 
four men who are under a 
vow. 24 Join these men, go 
through the rite of 
purification with them, and 
pay for the shaving of their 
heads. Thus all will know 

Zechariah 8:23 
23 Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: In those days ten men 
from nations of every 
language shall take hold of 
a Jew, grasping his garment 
and saying, “Let us go with 
you, for we have heard that 
God is with you.” 
 
Isaiah 56: 
3 Do not let the foreigner 
joined to the Lord say, “The 
Lord will surely separate 
me from his people”… 4 
For thus says the Lord: To 
the eunuchs who keep my 
sabbaths, who choose the 
things that please me and 
hold fast my covenant… 6 
And the foreigners who join 
themselves to the Lord, to 

Teachings from Gospels: 
ONLY the words of Jesus 
were the separate from Old 
Testament authority for 
Christians seeking truth. 
 
Matthew 5: 
17 “Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the law or 
the prophets; I have come 
not to abolish but to fulfill. 
18 For truly I tell you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, 
not one letter, not one 
stroke of a letter, will pass 
from the law until all is 
accomplished. 
 
Matthew 15: 
24 He answered, “I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.” 25 But she 



EARLY CHURCH HERMENEUTICAL PYRAMID IN 
HIERARCHICAL ORDER OF IMPORTANCE

More Important

Speaking in Tongues (Glossolalia)

Words of Jesus (Gospels)

Words of the Old Testament Covenant(s)
Less Important

(Continued...)



scriptural passages (nrsv)
Acts 10:
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured 
out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 
said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then 
they invited him to stay for several days.

Acts 21:
20When they heard it, they praised God. Then they said to him, “You see, brother, how many 
thousands of believers there are among the Jews, and they are all zealous for the law. 21They 
have been told about you that you teach all the Jews living among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, 
and that you tell them not to circumcise their children or observe the customs. 22What then is to be 
done? They will certainly hear that you have come. 23So do what we tell you. We have four men 
who are under a vow. 24Join these men, go through the rite of purification with them, and pay for the 
shaving of their heads. Thus all will know that there is nothing in what they have been told about 
you, but that you yourself observe and guard the law. 25But as for the Gentiles who have become 
believers, we have sent a letter with our judgment that they should abstain from what has been 
sacrificed to idols and from blood and from what is strangled and from fornication.” 26Then Paul 
took the men, and the next day, having purified himself, he entered the temple with them, making 
public the completion of the days of purification when the sacrifice would be made for each of them.

What is speaking in tongues (ot prophesying) like?
Numbers 11: 
26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit 
rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and 
so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are 
prophesying in the camp.”

1 Samuel 10
10When they were going from there to Gibeah, a band of prophets met him; and the spirit of God 
possessed him, and he fell into a prophetic frenzy along with them.

Joel 2
28And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.

1 Corinthians 14:
6Now, brothers and sisters, if I come to you speaking in tongues, how will I benefit you unless I 
speak to you in some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or teaching? 7It is the same way with 
lifeless instruments that produce sound, such as the flute or the harp. If they do not give distinct 
notes, how will anyone know what is being played? 8And if the bugle gives an indistinct sound, 
who will get ready for battle? 9So with yourselves; if in a tongue you utter speech that is not 
intelligible, how will anyone know what is being said? For you will be speaking into the air. 10There 
are doubtless many different kinds of sounds in the world, and nothing is without sound. 11If then 
I do not know the meaning of a sound, I will be a foreigner to the speaker and the speaker a 
foreigner to me. 12So with yourselves; since you are eager for spiritual gifts, strive to excel in them 
for building up the church. 13Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should pray for the power to 
interpret. 14For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is unproductive.



We need weekly volunteers to help set up this event. Help to make our City Church family come alive with 
a weekly continental breakfast for anyone who attends in the morning! If you are interested, let the ministry 
coordinator know, or let a pastor or elder know.



church life 
All are welcome—whoever you are, whatever your journey or background. God excludes no one, and neither do we.
Prayers & Concerns: We regret to announce the passing last Saturday of Margaret Shaw’s brother, Harvey L. Decker, 
retired US Navy commander. Our condolences and prayers for the Shaw and Decker families. Please also continue to 
remember Lee Posner, Audra Martin, and Bob Pelleymounter in prayer.
The General Conference’s Annual Council meetings are being held this week and next. This session is particularly 
contentious as it deals with the issue of how to handle Unions, such as ours, which allow women’s ordination, in 
opposition to General Conference policy. Let us today join hundreds of Adventist congregations worldwide as we 
pray that decisions will be made that will strengthen denominational unity, rather than lead to fragmentation.
L.A. Forum: “Dr. John Webster, Professor of Theology and History of Christianity at La Sierra University’s HMS Richards 
Divinity School will be this month’s Forum speaker on October 21 at 3 p.m. Dr. Webster has entitled his presentation 
‘500 years Later...’  He will also present Glendale City Church’s sermon the same day.” — Jill Hoenes, L.A. Forum President.
Part Time ESL Teacher, GAA, to work with elementary Chinese students in the afternoons after school.  Specialized training 
in ESL not necessary, although a BA/BS degree is required.  Applicant must be able to work effectively with 12-13 year old 
students in a classroom setting. If interested, contact Nancy L. Garcilazo, principal, 818-244-8671.
Ralphs Community Rewards program: Remember now is the time to sign up again this year — by shopping at Ralphs 
you contribute to bringing funds to Glendale City Church!
Full-time Job Opening for Hispanic Region Director Secretary/Receptionist, SCC.  A job description can be provided 
upon request. Please download the employment application from our website (https://scc.adventist.org/job-openings) and 
send, together with your resume, to the HR Department via fax at 818-546-8475 or email http://hr@sccsda.org. You may 
contact HR if you have any questions, at 818-546-8415.
AMEN Conference, October 26–29, Hilton Head Island, SC. If you are a physician or dentist willing to serve God 
through medical ministry, then consider attending. For more information call 530-883-8061 or www.amensda.org.
Upcoming Sermons & Events:
 Oct 14 Mike Kim (Communion)
 Oct 21 Dr. John Webster, 500th Anniversary of Protestant Reformation (morning service and Forum)
 Oct 28 Todd Leonard

URBAN LITURGY
October 7, 3 p.m.

Multipurpose Room
“Vegas: White Washing Terrorism”

Pastor Todd and Alex Dubov
will have a conversation in light of the recent

events that occurred in Las Vegas this past week. 
Join the conversation!





These are EXCITING times for City Kids!
Starting October 14

Sabbath School Classes for ALL ages will run full time
• Beginners (ages 0-3, room 2)
• Kindergarten (ages 4-7, room 1)
• Primary (ages 7-10, room 3)
• Juniors (ages 10-14, room 4). 
Remember, Sabbath School at City Church starts at 10:40 a.m., and runs during the Main 
Worship Service hour.

LOOK OUT! More changes the following week, October 21: Pre-Worship Children’s Praise 
Service (formerly known as 10:45 a.m. Song Service). 

Join Pastor Mike Kim in the Sanctuary at 10:40 a.m. for a song service that will follow with 
a Children’s Sermon. Dismissal to Sabbath Schools will occur at 11:10 a.m.

Don’t forget to bring your friends! All welcome! 



Impact Pacific Offerings
September  30, 2017– December  30, 2017

 “And He said to them, ‘Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will 
find some.’ So they cast, and now they were not able to draw it in because of 
the multitude of fish.” — JOHN 21:6, NKJV  

Commenting on this verse, Ellen G. White describes the right side as “the side 
of faith”. — TESTIMONIES FOR THE CHURCH, VOL. 7, P. 213

The Impact Pacific Offering is an opportunity for us to cast 
our nets on the side of faith, and is used exclusively within 
the local conference where the funds are received for unique 
mission opportunities:

• Projects that directly benefit ministries working with 
 Native Peoples
• Projects responding to specific local needs, including 
 Refugee and Immigrant Ministries
• Projects responding to providential opportunities

“If we have the true religion of the Bible we shall feel that a debt of love, 
kindness, and interest is due to Christ in behalf of His brethren; and we can do 
no less than to show our gratitude for His immeasurable love to us while we 
were sinners unworthy of His grace, by having a deep interest and unselfish 
love for those who are our brethren and who are less fortunate than 
ourselves.” — ELLEN G. WHITE, TESTIMONIES FOR THE CHURCH, VOL. 3, P. 511
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PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
adventistpeace.org

church Directory
Pastoral Staff

Todd Leonard, Senior (818-244-7241, office)
Mike Kim, Associate Pastor (818-468-6453)
Arleene Chow, Youth & Young Adults (818-472-5287) 
Leif  Lind, Church Administration (909-557-5230)

Church Officers
Head Elder–John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Elder–Mike Quishenberry (818-404-0406)
Head Deacon–Ronald Matusea (818-730-0350)
Head Deacon–Jerry Wahagheghe (310-963-1383)
Church Board Chair–John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Choir–Clarissa Shan-Lewis (909-709-3596), director
Organist–Kemp Smeal (714-658-4885); 
              Taylor Ruhl, assistant (909-557-5229)

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Rudy Torres, Emeritus  (714-318-1975) 
Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach (909-382-1912)
Vigen Khachatryan, Armenian Senior Pastor (747-231-8702)
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian (909-528-2545)

Secretary–Victoria Lucero (glendalesda@gmail.com)
Treasurer–Dean Vendouris (818-244-7241, office)
Church Clerk–Mindi Rüb (mindilus@mac.com)
Children’s Ministries–Anji Arm (818-632-7374)
Audio Visual–Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
A+ School Board Chair–Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)
A+ School Director–Malisa Smith (818-241-9353)
Facilities Administrator–Wayne Libby (760-409-6719)

facebook.com/
glendalecitychurch

@CityChurchGlen Podcast audio sermons
“Glendale City Church”

Morning Service          Afternoon Service, Urban Liturgy            Romanian Service                  Armenian Service
Sanctuary, 11 a.m.         Multipurpose Room, 3 p.m.                        Fellowship Hall, 11 a.m.                Chapel, 11 a.m.
                                            1st, 2nd, 3rd Saturdays

saturDay Worship options

Don't miss our news! Sign up for our weekly online Newsletter at 
glendalecitychurch.org. Church service videos also available there or on YouTube

elDer of the Day: Judson Ravi                    •    Deacon of the Day: Glenda Mendizabal

aDult sabbath school bible stuDy options (9:30-10:30 a.m.) 
 • Sabbath School Quarterly (traditional, chapel)—Current study theme: “The Book of Romans”. Five hundred years 
    ago—Oct. 31 1517—Martin Luther’s posting of the 95 Theses sparked the Protestant Reformation. Strongly 
    influenced by the concept of salvation by grace in the book of Romans, Luther declared that “every Christian should
    … occupy himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul.” 
     • English Language Study–Chapel
 • Armenian Language Study–Room 11
 • Romanian Language Study–Room 13
 • Grace center (FellowShip hall, north Side)—Current book study: “Facing Doubt: A Book for Adventist Believers 
    ‘On the Margins’”. Dr. Reinder Bruinsma, longtime author, pastor, and church administrator recently retired to his 
    native Netherlands. In this book he assures readers that God doesn’t get upset over our questions and wants us to 
    use our freedom to look for answers — to live “creatively with [our] uncertainties and doubts”. He writes that he 
    hopes this book will help “at least some readers to take a new ‘leap of faith’ and then (re-)connect with their church”.
    Come and join in the discussion!
 • the livinG project (room 4, red room)—Social and interactive sharing of  personal, cultural, religious, scientific, and 
    scriptural stories.  As we connect with our stories we seek to discover our common story in God.

Our church aims to be a safe campus for all members, especially children under 18. We aim to ensure that 
all on-campus childcare programs are led by adults who have had fingerprinting and background checks. 
When not in a childcare program, or with someone who is known and trusted, parents should supervise 
children at all times. Parents wishing to attend any worship service, Bible study, or social event should have 
their children stay with them in supervision, not wandering around campus with other children. Thank you 
for helping make this a safe environment for all!


