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“Revealing Christ, affirming all”

“A Shared Ministry—
Celebrating the past, present, and future 

of Armenian ministry”



Prelude     “Choral Song”                                  Samuel Wesley
             Taylor Ruhl, organ

Welcome & Invocation                            Leif Lind
I trust in God’s unfailing love for ever and ever. I will praise you forever for what you have done.
                                  In your name I will hope, for your name is good. —Ps. 52:8, 9

Hymn of Praise            “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”             No. 103

Congregational Prayer (Please remain standing for prayer)                      Douglas Schultz

Worship in Song            “Believe and Pray”                                  Gyangumyan
Sona Fargo, soprano; Lily Shindyan, piano

History of Armenian Adventism in Glendale                    Rudy Torres

Worship in Song         “This Too Shall Pass”                                      Y. Adams
Jesse L. Martin, baritone

Call to Offering                               Todd Leonard
  & Offertory                “Christ Is All” (K. Morris)                           Jesse L. Martin
(Unless otherwise marked, loose offering goes to local church expense)   

Scripture Reading                     Psalm 71:16-19 (ISV)     Vartkes Azadian, Linda Nelson

\ ` [
16Lord God, I will come in the power of your mighty acts, remembering your righteousness—
yours alone. 17God, you taught me from my youth, so I am still declaring your awesome 
deeds. 18Also, when I reach old age and have gray hair, God, do not forsake me, until I have 
declared your power to this generation and your might to the next one. 19Oh God, your many 
righteous deeds are great.

Sermon               “Chosen for a Lifetime of Ministry”                    Velino Salazar



Recognition of Hovik Sarrafian’s Service:                                                   
 Gift from Armenian Congregation                                              Vartkes Azadian
 Gift from Glendale City Church                                                      Todd Leonard
 Gift from Southern California Conference                                   Velino Salazar
 Gift from City of Glendale                                       Vrej Aghajanian, Councilman

Response 	 	 																																																																																	Hovik	Sarrafian

Prayer of Dedication                                                                   Gerard Kiemeney
(Conference officials, pastors, & Armenian leaders are invited to come forward to lay hands upon Hovik)

Closing Hymn         “Our God, We Sing and Celebrate!”          Tune: ELLACOMBE
Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

 (1) Our God, we sing and celebrate! Your grace to us is clear!
 For we recall your faithful love for all your people here.
	 We’ve	worked	together,	yet	we	know	it’s	not	the	things	we’ve	done,
 But you, who give us life and hope in sending us your Son.
 (2) Lord Jesus, in this broken world, you teach us how to heal,
 And in a world where pride abounds, you call your church to kneel.
	 Amid	the	hate,	we’re	called	to	love;	amid	the	fear,	to	pray.
 You call us to live differently; transform us every day!
 (3) You give us gifts to be your church; we follow as you call.
 Here some are teachers, others preach, to speak your truth to all.
 Some reach to help the sick and poor, while some are called to lead;
 Yet by your Spirit, we are one, in word, in prayer, in deed!
 (4) How easy to look back and see your graceful, constant care,
	 And	yet	we’re	called	to	look	ahead,	to	grow,	to	serve,	to	dare!
 What is your will in this new day? God, help us pray and search,
 For as we seek to walk with you, we are your faithful church.

Benediction Litany                            Hamzik Keshishzade, Congregation
Lord God, for everything there is a season; a time to go, and a time to come. Yet your 
Spirit blows where it will. And for those who are led by the Spirit, they must follow. You 
have	blessed	our	church	with	the	service	of	Pastor	Sarrafian.	He	has	been	our	pastor,	our	
co-worker in Christ, our counselor, our teacher, our friend. With joy and sadness, we mark 
and celebrate the ending of his ministry with us.
We thank you, God, for Pastor Sarrafian and for our life together in this congregation 
and community. You have led him by the Spirit to serve your people in this place, to 
build up your church, and to glorify your name. We have worked in common for the 
sake of the gospel. In thanksgiving, we praise you for raising up faithful servants 
among us for the ministry of your church. Grant that we, with him, may continue to 
serve you in the church on earth, and be brought to rejoice in your kingdom forever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(Please be seated after the benediction)

Postlude                            “Psalm XIX”                 Benedetto Marcello



Welcome Today To our all-church Worship service!
Today	 we	 bid	 farewell	 to	 Pastor	 Hovik	 Sarrafian,	 who	 has	
shepherded the Glendale City Armenian Congregation for 32 
years.	Also,	we	extend	a	warm	welcome	to	today’s	guest	speaker,	
Pastor Velino Salazar, President of the Southern California 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists. We are especially grateful 
to welcome our Armenian congregation members who are joining 
us today, and to acknowledge the dedicated years of service for 
their	retiring	senior	pastor,	Hovik	Sarrafian.

Join us after the service for a special potluck in the Fellowship 
Hall — everyone is welcome!



MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Worship Service, September 9, 11 a.m. & 
Los Angeles Adventist Forum, 3 p.m., Chapel, 

Smuts van Rooyen
Sermon–”Yosemite Falls:  Walking the Downward Staircase 

with Jesus.”
Forum–”The Righteousness Exceeding That of the Pharisees: 

 A Study from the Gospel of Matthew.” 

church life 
All are welcome–whoever you are, whatever your journey or background. God exculdes no one, and neither do we. 

Campmeeting Worship, August 26. Join us in honoring our Adventist roots with an old-fashion styled 
worship service. Dress cool and comfortable, and be prepared to sing! 
Second Saturday Series concert today (note the date; see announcement).
Nominating Committee members: please remember to meet in the Council Room immediately following 
the worship service today.
Married Couple from Brazil looking for room to rent. If	you	can	accommodate,	contact	the	church	office.	
The July Caesura newsletter is now posted on our Facebook page, along with interviews and a video of 
the	performance	for	Taste	of	Glendale	(https://www.facebook.com/CYOLosAngeles).	We’re	ready	to	start	
year four as soon as we get the donations to make it happen. Visit our website to  donate: www.mycyo.org.
Let’s Make Our New Pastors Feel at Home. Both	Vigen	and	Mike’s	office	need	some	painting	and	new	
furniture. We are looking to raise $7,500 to accomplish this. If you would like to make a special donation in 
addition	to	your	regular	giving,	please	mark	your	envelope	“Pastors’	Office.”

Upcoming Sermons & Events: August 12 Vigen Khachatryan, Todd Leonard
    August 19 Mike Kim
    August 26 Leif Lind

Welcome Worship Service, August 12, 11 a.m.
Pastor Vigen Khachatryan & Family

Next Sabbath our two congregations will come 
together again to welcome and bless the new 

Armenian pastor and his family. We hope you will be 
here to give them a warm City Church welcome.

Welcome Worship Service, August 19, 11 a.m.
Associate Pastor Mike Kim

City Church will welcome our new Associate Pastor Mike Kim & 
family during the worship service. This will also be the first time 

Pastor Kim takes the pulpit as a City Church Associate.











URBAN LITURGY
August 5, 3 p.m.

Multipurpose Room

Guest Speaker & Artist 
Leslie Foster Leslie Foster will share with Urban Lit 

an artistic video project he created, 
“59.” Join the conversation.





PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
adventistpeace.org

church direcTory

Pastoral Staff

Todd Leonard, Senior (818-244-7241, office)
Arleene Chow, Youth & Young Adults (818-472-5287) 
Leif 	Lind,	Church Administration (909-557-5230)
Rudy Torres, Emeritus  (714-318-1975)

Church Officers
Head Elder–John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Deacon–Ronald Matusea (818-730-0350)
Head Deaconess–Eleanor Posner (818-281-5822)
Church Board Chair–Rudy Torres (714-318-1975)
Sanctuary Choir–Clarissa Shan (909-709-3596), director
Organist–Kemp Smeal (714-658-4885); 
              Taylor Ruhl, assistant (909-557-5229)

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Johnny Ramirez-Johnson, Ministry & Outreach (909-382-1912)
Hovik	Sarrafian,	Armenian Senior (909-796-9536)
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian (909-528-2545)

Secretary–Victoria Lucero (glendalesda@gmail.com)
Treasurer–Dean Vendouris (818-244-7241, office)
Church Clerk–Mindi Rüb (mindilus@mac.com)
Children’s	Ministry	Asst.–Anji	Arm	(818-632-7374)
Audio Visual–Kris Wahagheghe (kris.sn.wahagheghe@gmail.com)
A+ School Board Chair–Glen Christensen (plbboss@aol.com)
A+ School Director–Malisa Smith (818-241-9353)
Facilities Administrator–Wayne Libby (760-409-6719)

facebook.com/
glendalecitychurch

@CityChurchGlen Podcast audio sermons
“Glendale City Church”

Morning Service          Afternoon Service, Urban Liturgy            Romanian Service                  Armenian Service
Sanctuary, 11 a.m.         Multipurpose Room, 3 p.m.                        Fellowship Hall, 11 a.m.                Chapel, 11 a.m.
                                            1st, 2nd, 3rd Saturdays

saTurday Worship opTions

Don't miss our news! Sign up for our weekly online Newsletter at 
glendalecitychurch.org. Church service videos also available there or on YouTube

elder of The day: Mike Quishenberry            •     deacon of The day: Glenda Mendizabal

adulT sabbaTh school bible sTudy opTions (9:30-10:30 a.m.) 
 • SABBAth SChOOL QuArtErLy (trAditiOnAL, ChApEL)— Current study theme: “The Gospel in Galatians”, by Carl Cosart, 
    professor of Biblical Studies at Walla Walla University. As the world prepares to celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
				the	Reformation,	this	quarter’s	lessons	focus	on	the	book	of	Galatians	—	a	crucial	book	for	Martin	Luther	in	
    understanding the concept of salvation by grace. 
     • English Language Study–Chapel
 • Armenian Language Study–Room 11
 • Romanian Language Study–Room 13
 • GrACE CEntEr (FELLOwShip hALL, nOrth SidE)— Current book study: “Making Sense of the Bible: Rediscovering the 
    Power of Scripture Today” by Adam Hamilton. This national bestseller examines how and when the Bible was written 
    and who decided which books should be included in the Bible. Pastor Hamilton also explores controversial topics 
    such as why God seems so violent in the Old Testament, why Paul commands women to keep silent in church, as 
    well as questions of science and creation, salvation for non-Christians, etc. This is a book all thinking Christians 
    should take time to read!
 • thE LivinG prOjECt (rOOM 4, rEd rOOM)—Social	and	interactive	sharing	of		personal,	cultural,	religious,	scientific,	and	
    scriptural stories.  As we connect with our stories we seek to discover our common story in God.


