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“Revealing Christ, affirming all”

Finding God at the Intersection of Our Lives

October 15, 2016



Worship— 11:00 a.m.  (Please turn off all cell phones & pagers)

Children’s Ministry, 10:45 a.M.: City Kids’ Worship and Open Door Teen Café begin just before 
morning worship service, then continue during the Sanctuary Service so that the whole family can get 
the most out of church (see inside of bulletin for more information). 

Prelude                                       “Adagio for Strings”                            Samuel Barber
                                                 Kemp Smeal, organ                   arr. William Strickland

Call to Worship              This is the day that God has made;                      
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

O come, let us worship and bow down;
                                     let us kneel before God, our Maker.                     —Ps. 118, 95

Hymn of Praise                        “O Praise Ye the Lord”                                      No. 20

Greetings & Prayers of the Congregation                                           Todd Leonard
(Please remain standing for prayer)

Prayer Response    O Jesus, blest Redeemer, sent from the heart of God     (No. 495)
          Hold us, who wait before thee, near to the heart of God.

Worship in Song                “Just As I Am, Without One Plea”                 arr. David Moffitt
Timothy Gonzales, tenor

Scripture Reading                       Ezekiel 36:25-26                                Jim Goodwin
I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your 
impurities and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; 
I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.

Worship in Song                    “It Is Well With My Soul”                 David T. Clydesdale
Timothy Gonzales, tenor



Sermon                                        “Waves of Grace”                                  John Cress

Call to Offering                                                                                     Todd Leonard

Worship in Song                             “A Simple Song”                           Leonard Bernstein
Timothy Gonzales, tenor

Sing God a simple song: Lauda, Laudē
Make it up as you go along: Lauda, Laudē

Sing like you like to sing. God loves all simple things,
For God is the simplest of all.

(Unless otherwise marked, loose offering goes to local church expense)

Hymn of Response                    “Marvelous Grace”                                       No. 109

Benediction (Please be seated after the benediction)                                           John Cress

Postlude                                     “Festival Toccata”                          Percy E. Fletcher       
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Whether you’re a regular member or a visitor, we encourage you to continue to fellowship with our Church family after the 
worship service! Please also feel free to contact any of our pastoral staff if you have a question, want a visit, or need help.



Prayer concerns for serious health challenges:  Rosana, Graciela Seco’s sister; Mary, mother-in-law of 
Lela Leong’s brother; and Daniel Chaney, who is undergoing further treatment.

We warmly welcome our guest speaker today, Pastor John Cress, Executive Secretary and Ministerial 
Director of the Southern California Conference!

Sabbath with Herb Montgomery, October 29. Join us as Herb Montgomery presents his series “Jesus, 
Interrupted...and a Renewed Hope for a Just World.” Presentations at 9:30 & 11:00 (Sanctuary), and 3:00 
pm (Urban Lit, Fellowship Hall).  

October sermon series concludes next week, October 22, with Pastor Todd’s sermon “Finding God at the 
Intersection of Our Lives”.

The Los Angeles Adventist Forum, October 22, 3:00 p.m., Chapel. Loma Linda University faculty 
Richard Rice and Gail Rice, together with Jared Wright, Managing Editor of the Spectrum website, will 
reprise a portion of the Annual Adventist Forum Conference on “Non-Violence and the Atonement”,  and  
will also discuss matters of interest from the perspective of the Spectrum website.  Free and open to all!

Day of Remembrance, Worship Service, November 5. During Worship Service on 
this day we will take a moment to remember the loved ones who have passed in the 
last year. Come to service to light a candle, or to submit names to the church office 
so that we may memorialize them in the bulletin.

Support Your Church Through Grocery Shopping!  If you haven’t had the chance 
to register your Ralphs Rewards card with Glendale City Church yet, please go to 
www.Ralphs.com and click on the “Community” link to learn how to all your future 
Ralphs purchases can provide a significant donation to your home church.  If you 
don’t have a Ralphs Rewards card and would like to sign up for one, pick up a 
rewards card and registration form in the church foyer.

  
Church member has car for sale, 2013 white Chrysler 200, 40,000 miles. Contact Anji for more info, 
anjimom2@hotmail.com.

Spirituality & Health Seminar, Thursday, November 3, 8–10 a.m., Multipurpose Room. You are invited to 
this special event through GAMC to hear Harold G. Koenig, MD, MHSc present on the latest in spirituality and 
health, and the efforts with Adventist Health Systems on integrating spirituality into the outpatient practices of 
physicians. Light breakfast will be served. Open and free to all. To RSVP: Rita Ayvazian (ayvazirc@ah.com 
or 818-409-8514).

Glendale Adventist Academy Day, Tuesday, November 1, 8:15–2 p.m. Parents come with students 
for a day on campus with special presentations. A light breakfast and lunch will be served. For more 
information and to reserve your spot please call us at 818-244-8671.

Adventist Book Center Fall Sale. All October save 25% on Ellen White books and select Loma Linda foods.

ChurCh Life  
All are welcome — whoever you are, whatever your journey or background.  God excludes no one, and neither do we.

October: LGBT History Month
October 22                                                        Todd Leonard
October 29                                                 Herb Montgomery

November 5         Day of Remembrance        Todd Leonard
November 12                                               Anthony Paschal
November 19              Thanksgiving               Todd Leonard
November 26                                                    Todd Leonard

upComing sermons & events



City Church and Urban Liturgy invite you to a safe gathering place for people to work 
out a shared spirituality. Urban Liturgy (UL) is an alternate space where workshop 
spirituality can be done through collaborative thinking and sharing. 

While the term “worship” isn't a completely accurate depiction of what takes place, UL 
sessions are intended to provide the mystical, communal, and sacred space experience 
that worship has been for so many others. You will find this space evolves week to week 
as you participate. It is just different.

October Series: Finding God at the intersection of your life. Our new series will be 
focusing on the spirit and mission of the church community.   

today:  “The Not-So-Secret-Mission of Urban Lit”
Multipurpose Room, 3 p.m.

Please note we are meeting all five Saturdays in October!

Help us get a Bloodmobile to City Church on a Saturday.
We need a commitment of at least 40 people, so please contact the church office 

and pledge to donate... Invite others! 
818-244-7241 glendalesda@gmail.com. Thank you!

Join City Church in walking for a cause. You may register at aidswalk.
net and use City Church’s team number 5305 when you join. The 
venue has changed for the first time this year to Downtown L.A.
For carpooling or any other information or questions, please contact 
Arleene Chow, arleenechow@gmail.com.



getting to KnoW the peopLe in your ChurCh Better 2016!  
As an inclusive and welcoming congregation, Glendale City Church has a wonderfully 
diverse group of people who call this church home. We have tried to focus on a different 
segment of our congregation each month: In October we focus on LGBT History Month, 
when we will be highlighting LGBT composers in our music each week. In the canon 
of great musical composers, as with all walks of life, some of them were undoubtedly 
gay or lesbian; but as we go further back in history, it can become harder to know for 
sure. Historically, there have always been people with non-heterosexual orientations, but 
it is only in modern times that society has come to understand and recognize sexual 
orientation as an essential aspect of identity, and only much more recently (and still only 
in certain places) that people of different sexual orientations can live out their identities 
and their relationships openly, without undue fear of rejection. In most earlier times and 
places, people with a different sexual orientation might have had secret love lives, or might 
have attempted to suppress their orientation, or might have not even really understood 
themselves at all in the way that we can today. Through October, we will highlight 
composers through different ages, from classical era composers (where we have to do 
our best to distinguish scholarly opinion from rumor as to who may have been gay); to the 
late 19th and early 20th century where some composers were known to be gay although 
not generally completely “out” about it; and to contemporary times when some composers 
are able to openly identify as gay, lesbian, or transgender. (We express appreciation for 
this month’s information, provided by Tom Chatt.)

Today’s music highlighTs Two lgbT composers:
Samuel Barber (1910-1981) was one of the great American composers of the 20th 
century. His Adagio for Strings (rearranged as our organ prelude this morning) is widely 
known and beloved. He won Pulitzer prizes for his opera Vanessa and his Concerto for 
Piano and Orchestra, and nearly all of his works have been recorded. He was born into 
a well-to-do family outside of Philadelphia, began studying piano at 6, and wrote his first 
composition at age 7. At age 9, he wrote to his mother what sounds like a “coming out” 
letter: “Dear Mother: I have written this to tell you my worrying secret. Now don’t cry when 
you read it because it is neither yours nor my fault. I suppose I will have to tell it now 
without any nonsense. To begin with I was not meant to be an athlete. I was meant to 
be a composer, and will be I’m sure. I’ll ask you one more thing.—Don’t ask me to try to 
forget this unpleasant thing and go play football.—Please—Sometimes I’ve been worrying 
about this so much that it makes me mad (not very).” Fortunately, he was encouraged 
in his musical interest, and was sent as a teenager to the Curtis Institute of Music in 
Philadelphia. While there, he met classmate Gian Carlo Menotti, and the two became 
partners in music and in life. After graduation, the two men bought a house together in 
Mount Kisco, New York, which they shared for over 40 years. The house featured two 
studios, one for each composer, connected by a central room for living and entertaining. 
They each wrote their own works and sometimes collaborated, Menotti writing the libretti 
for two of Barber’s operas. Barber died of cancer at age 71, and is buried in Pennsylvania 
next to his parents and sister. His will specified a plot be reserved beside him for Menotti. 
Menotti outlived him by another 26 years, and chose to be buried at his residence of later 
years in Scotland. In accordance with Barber’s will in that event, a stone was placed over 
the plot beside him saying “To the Memory of Two Friends”.



Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990), another great American composer and legendary 
conductor, had a more complicated relationship with his homosexuality. Publicly, he was 
a devoted husband and father of three children with Chilean actress Felicia Montealegre. 
Privately, he broke off their engagement, confessing his homosexuality, but she continued 
to pursue him and they came to a marriage with an understanding. She wrote him a 
letter saying, “You are a homosexual and may never change — you don’t admit to the 
possibility of a double life, but if your peace of mind, your health, your whole nervous 
system depend on a certain sexual pattern, what can you do? I am willing to accept you 
as you are, without being a martyr or sacrificing myself on the L.B. altar. (I happen to love 
you very much — this may be a disease and if it is what better cure?)” Later letters reveal 
that he and Felicia had an emotionally fulfilling and exciting marriage, even as she looked 
the other way while he had discreet affairs with men. In 1976, after 25 years of marriage, 
Bernstein felt he could no longer live under those terms and left Felicia to move in with 
a male partner. He moved back with her a year later when she was diagnosed with lung 
cancer. Sadly, after she died, Bernstein (then age 60) became more open but also more 
crude about his homosexual activity, as he also struggled with alcohol and drug addiction. 
After Felicia’s death, Bernstein dealt with much guilt over how his homosexual activity 
adversely affected her. Some of this guilt and conflict was expressed in his 1983 opera, A 
Quiet Place, which tackled issues close to Bernstein’s life. Its story is one of suffering the 
loss of a loved one and a father’s acceptance of a gay son. Bernstein’s obituary in the New 
York Times (1990) made clear mention of his homosexuality.
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“enough room at the taBLe: 
A Companion Film to Seventh-Gay Adventists”

Screening and Dialogue with Producers and Participants
Glendale City Church

Friday Evening, October 28
Haystack Supper, 6:30 p.m.

Film, 7:30 p.m.
After Party & Dialogue, 9:30 p.m.



City Kids’ Worship meets downstairs to different classrooms for age-appropriate 
spiritual experiences with their friends. Children ages birth to 3 are required to 
have one parent stay with them throughout the City Kids’ worship experience.  
Older kids can be dropped off at the multipurpose room and picked up at their 
age-designated classroom as soon as adult worship concludes.

Open Door is a safe space for middle- and high-school students to talk 
about the issues facing them.  Pastor Arleene Chow leads thought-provoking 
discussions on what spirituality looks like in all their relationships and helps 
them make smart decisions as they move towards adulthood. At 11:30, the 
teens are dismissed to join the adults for the sermon and the remainder of 
worship.

Worship for Kids and teens

WORSHIP FOR KIDS AND TEENS—10:45 am 
 

 

City Kids Worship kicks off when you drop your children off in our downstairs 
multipurpose room for praise music.  Then our children’s teachers bring the kids 
up to the English Adult Worship for a story in the sanctuary. Following the story, 
kids head back downstairs to different classrooms for age-appropriate spiritual 
experiences with their friends. Parents can pick up their children at their 
designated classroom as soon as adult worship concludes. 
 

Open Door is a safe space for middle- and high school students to talk about the 
issues facing them.  Pastor Arleene Chow leads thought-provoking discussions 
on what spirituality looks like in all their relationships and helps them make smart 
decisions as they move towards adulthood. At 11:30, the teens are dismissed to 
join the adults for the sermon and the remainder of worship. 
 
Please see the map below or ask one of our greeters to help you find your way. 

 
 



tonight!





To reserve your ticket, you can pay by credit card at GlendaleCommunitasInitiative.org 
or by check or cash by turning them in during the offering collection.  Make your check 
payable to “Communitas" and mark your offering envelope “Communitas Supper.”



eLder of the day: Lee Posner                     •  deaCon of the day: Zach Abaro

adulT sabbaTh school bible sTudy opTions (9:30-10:30 a.m.) 
 • Sabbath School Quarterly (traditional, chapel)— Current study theme: “The Book of Job”. If God exists, and is so 
    good, so loving, and so powerful, why is there so much suffering? This quarter’s theme takes up this subject, paying 
    close attention to the controversy between Christ and Satan.
     • English Language Study–Chapel
 • Armenian Language Study–Room 11
 • Romanian Language Study–Room 13
 • Grace center (FellowShip hall, north Side)— Current book study: “The Lost History of Christianity: The 1000-Year 
    Golden Age of the Church in the Middle East, Africa, and Asia — and How It Died” by Philip Jenkins. Here is the 
    untold story of the Christian Church’s first 1200 years outside of Western Europe, how it thrived and expanded as 
    far as China and India —even after the arrival of Islam — and what that may signify in today’s conflict between Islam 
    and Christianity. Hailed by Forbes as “one of America’s top religious scholars”, author Jenkins presents his sub-
    stantial findings in a very readable style.
 • the livinG project (FellowShip hall, South Side)—Social and interactive sharing of  personal, cultural, religious, 
    scientific, and scriptural stories.  As we connect with our stories we seek to discover our common story in God.

facebook.com/
glendalecitychurch

@CityChurchGlen iTunes audio sermons
“Glendale City Church”

Sanctuary Service                            Romanian Service                                             Armenian Service
Sanctuary, every Saturday,11 a.m.       Fellowship Hall, 1st, 2nd, 3rd Saturdays, 11 a.m.        Chapel, every Saturday 11 a.m.

Worship options

Videos of our services available at glendalecitychurch.org or YouTube

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
adventistpeace.org

ChurCh direCtory
Pastoral Staff

Todd Leonard, Senior (818-244-7241 office) 
Arleene Chow, Youth & Young Adults (818-472-5287) 
Leif  Lind, Church Administration (909-557-5230)
Anthony Paschal, Church Life (951-756-3605)

Church Officers
Head Elder–John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Deacon–Ronald Matusea (818-730-0350)
Head Deaconess–Eleanor Posner (818-281-5822)
Church Board Chair–Rudy Torres (714-318-1975)
Sanctuary Choir–Clarissa Shan (909-709-3596), director
Organist–Kemp Smeal (714-658-4885); 
              Taylor Ruhl, assistant (909-557-5229)

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Rudy Torres, Emeritus  (714-318-1975)
Hovik Sarrafian, Armenian Senior (909-796-9536)
Vartkes Azadian, Armenian Associate (626-335-6507)
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian (909-528-2545)

Secretary–Victoria Lucero (glendalesda@gmail.com)
Treasurer–Dean Vendouris (818-244-7241, office)
Church Clerk–Mindi Rüb (mindilus@mac.com)
Children’s Ministry Asst.–Anji Arm (818-632-7374)
Audio Visual–Michael Acosta (michaelacosta@earthlink.net)
A+ School Board Chair–Glen Christensen 
                     (plbboss@aol.com)
A+ School Director–Malisa Smith (818-241-9353)
Facilities Administrator–Wayne Libby (760-409-6719)


