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“Revealing Christ, affirming all.”

Finding God at the Intersection of Our Lives

October 8, 2016



Worship— 11:00 a.m.  (Please turn off all cell phones & pagers)

Children’s Ministry, 10:45 a.M.: City Kids’ Worship and Open Door Teen Café begin just before 
morning worship service, then continue during the Sanctuary Service so that the whole family can get 
the most out of church (see inside of bulletin for more information). 

Prelude                        “Organ Concerto No. 13 in F–Larghetto”                G. F. Handel
  Taylor Ruhl, organ

Call to Worship              This is the day that God has made;                          Leif Lind
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

O come, let us worship and bow down;
                                     let us kneel before God, our Maker.                     —Ps. 118, 95

Hymn of Praise                              “Thine Is the Glory”                    No. 171 (G. F. Handel)

Baptism                                                                                         Todd Leonard, Peter Lu

Anthem                                            “Send the Light”                                      Mark Hayes

Prayers of the Congregation (Please remain standing for prayer)             Mike Quishenberry

Prayer Response    O Jesus, blest Redeemer, sent from the heart of God     (No. 495)
          Hold us, who wait before thee, near to the heart of God.

Anthem                                   “Many Gifts, One Spirit”                               Allen Pote
Many gifts, one spirit; many songs, one voice...

Though we move on diff’rent pathways, we are walking to your throne.
Help us learn to love each other; show us ways to understand.

We are members of one family, growing strong by joining hands.
Take our many ways of working; blend the colors of each soul

Into the beauty of a rainbow. Give us life, Lord, make us whole.

Scripture Reading               Acts 15:1-2, 4-10, 12-14, 19                            Tom Chatt
Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless you are 
circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” This brought Paul and 
Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some 
other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question… When they 
came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to whom they reported 
everything God had done through them.

Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The 
Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.”

The apostles and elders met to consider this question. After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed 
them: “Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear 
from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted 
them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. He did not discriminate between us and them… 
Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our 
ancestors have been able to bear?



The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about the signs 
and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them. When they finished, James spoke up. 
“Brothers,” he said, “listen to me.  [Peter] has described to us how God first intervened to choose a 
people for his name from the Gentiles.

“It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. 
Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, 
from the meat of strangled animals and from blood.”

Sermon         “Finding God at the Intersection of Our Lives: Affirming All”       Leif Lind

Call to Offering                                                                                            Leif Lind

Offertory                                “Free to Be (Who I Am)”               Marsha Stevens-Pino
Jesse L. Martin, baritone

Refrain: Now I’m free to be in the great I Am, I’m free to fall and I’m free to stand,
No secrets to hide from the Holy Lamb, I’m free to be, free to be who I am.

(Full text in bulletin) 

(Unless otherwise marked, loose offering goes to local church expense)

Hymn of Response                “Guide Us to Openness”                 W. Robert Martin, III
(Tune: fAithfulness)

(1) Guide us to openness, Spirit of mercy, aid us in seeking God’s justice and grace.
Move us to show Christ’s compassion through witness, love first to offer and hate to erase.

Refrain:
Guide us to openness! Guide us to openness! Let no one ever be shunned or denied.
Make of the Church a bold place of compassion, that all who seek you may come and abide.

(2) Spirit of tenderness, impart your presence, fill both our hearts and our hands with your care.
Let no one suffer or grieve unattended, grant us your kindness and warmth here to share.

(3) Though there are those who would limit Christ’s graces, still we refuse to believe in such lies,
For in this time we have made a commitment never to limit love’s power or size.    

Benediction (Please be seated after the benediction)                                               Leif Lind

Choral Benediction      “God Be With You Till We Meet Again”                             

Postlude                                        “Rondo in G”            John Bull (Richard Ellsasser)

Whether you’re a regular member or a visitor, we encourage you to continue to fellowship with our Church family after the 
worship service! Please also feel free to contact any of our pastoral staff if you have a question, want a visit, or need help.



Prayer concerns for serious health challenges:  Rosana, Graciela Seco’s sister; Mary, mother-in-
law of Lela Leong’s brother; and Daniel Chaney, who is undergoing further treatment.

Baptism: Subject to his baptism today, we warmly welcome Peter Lu from Shanghai into our 
Glendale City Church membership, and wish him God’s continued blessings in his spiritual walk!

New sermon series for October: “Finding God at the Intersection of Our Lives” will continue with 
Leif Lind’s sermon today; it will conclude with Todd Leonard’s October 22 sermon.

Second Saturday Series concert today, 5 p.m.: see bulletin announcement.

Day of Remembrance, Worship Service, November 5. During Worship Service on this day we 
will take a moment to remember the loved ones who have passed in the last year. Come to service 
to light a candle, or to submit names to the church office so that we may memorialize them in the 
bulletin.

L.A. Forum, Saturday, October 22, Chapel, 3:00 p.m. Speaker: TBA.

Support Your Church Through Grocery Shopping!  If you haven’t had 
the chance to register your Ralphs Rewards card with Glendale City Church 
yet, please go to www.Ralphs.com and click on the “Community” link to learn 
how to all your future Ralphs purchases can provide a significant donation to 
your home church.  If you don’t have a Ralphs Rewards card and would like 

to sign up for one, pick up a rewards card and registration form in the church foyer.
  
Church member has car for sale, 2013 white Chrysler 200, 40,000 miles. Contact Anji for more 
info, anjimom2@hotmail.com

Spirituality & Health Seminar, Thursday, November 3, 8–10 a.m., Multipurpose Room. You are 
invited to this special event through GAMC to hear Harold G. Koenig, MD, MHSc present on the latest 
in spirituality and health, and the efforts with Adventist Health Systems on integrating spirituality into the 
outpatient practices of physicians. Light breakfast will be served. Open and free to all. To RSVP: Rita 
Ayvazian (ayvazirc@ah.com or 818-409-8514).

Communitas Unity Supper. Share a delicious supper with people from 15 congregations who 
work together to serve people in poverty at the first annual Communitas Unity Supper. Mark your 
calendar for Saturday, October 8, 6:00 p.m. at Salem Lutheran Church. Tickets are $ 25.00. 
Reserve online at GlendaleCommunitasIntiative.org or make your check payable to Communitas 
and turn it in during offering collection. Your admission also enters you into a drawing for a new 
iPad Mini 4 or iPad Air 2.

Glendale Adventist Academy Day, Tuesday, November 1, 8:15–2 p.m. Parents come with 
students for a day on campus with special presentations. A light breakfast and lunch will be served. 
For more information and to reserve your spot please call us at 818-244-8671.

Adventist Book Center Fall Sale. All October save 25% on Ellen White books and select Loma Linda 
foods.

ChurCh Life  
All are welcome — whoever you are, whatever your journey or background.  God excludes no one, and neither do we.



October 15                                         John Cress,
Conference Secretary/Ministerial Director
October: LGBT History Month

October 22                                      Todd Leonard
October 29                                Herb Montgomery

upComing sermons & events

sermon notes
“paradigm shifts in thinking”

Have you ever read a verse 100 times, but suddenly you “see” it in a totally different 
way? And once you’ve seen it that way, it’s hard to go back to the old way of 
thinking! This phenomenon is called a “paradigm shift”. One common illustration of 
paradigm shifts is the well-known drawing shown below. What is the first thing you 
see when you look at it? Most people see a young woman; but if you look closer, 
you’ll see another drawing. Both pictures are there, but once you’ve seen the 
second image, it’s hard to go back to your first impression!

In Acts 10-15 we read the story of the early Christian church, and how they 
experienced a “paradigm shift” in their understanding of God’s leadership. While 
God had previously clearly instructed Israel to observe all the laws of Moses, he 
was now opening new doors of understanding and acceptance. We forget today 
how monumental that change in thinking was for the early church. Gentiles, who 
before were considered unclean and to be socially avoided at all costs, were now 
part of the universal family of God.



getting to knoW the peopLe in Your ChurCh Better 2016!  
As an inclusive and welcoming congregation, Glendale City Church has a wonderfully 
diverse group of people who call this church home. We have tried to focus on a different 
segment of our congregation each month: In October we focus on LGBT History Month, 
when we will be highlighting LGBT composers in our music each week. In the canon 
of great musical composers, as with all walks of life, some of them were undoubtedly 
gay or lesbian; but as we go further back in history, it can become harder to know for 
sure. Historically, there have always been people with non-heterosexual orientations, but 
it is only in modern times that society has come to understand and recognize sexual 
orientation as an essential aspect of identity, and only much more recently (and still only 
in certain places) that people of different sexual orientations can live out their identities 
and their relationships openly, without undue fear of rejection. In most earlier times and 
places, people with a different sexual orientation might have had secret love lives, or might 
have attempted to suppress their orientation, or might have not even really understood 
themselves at all in the way that we can today. Through October, we will highlight 
composers through different ages, from classical era composers (where we have to do 
our best to distinguish scholarly opinion from rumor as to who may have been gay); to the 
late 19th and early 20th century where some composers were known to be gay although 
not generally completely “out” about it; and to contemporary times when some composers 
are able to openly identify as gay, lesbian, or transgender. (We express appreciation for 
this month’s information, provided by Tom Chatt.)

Today’s music highlighTs Three lgbT composers:
George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) was a giant of the baroque era and needs little 
introduction as a composer. He is another example of those historical figures whose 
sexuality we may never know for certain, but serious scholars have weighed the 
circumstantial and even musicological evidence that he may have been gay. One of the 
things that makes Handel’s private life so tantalizing is how very private it was. Despite 
spending nearly his entire career as a celebrity in London–a city whose love of gossip was 
every bit as developed in the 18th century as it is today–he left no solid indication that he 
ever had a love affair of any kind, gay or straight. The question of his sexual life, in fact, 
inspired curiosity and interest even in his own day. There is a story, possibly apocryphal, 
that King George II asked him flat out about his “love of women,” to which Handel replied 
evasively that he had no time for anything but music. Handel biographers have had 
to resort to a certain amount of strenuous huffing and puffing to avoid the worrisome 
possibility that there might have been something, you know, funny about his love life. 
Some have offered pious maunderings about his supposed exalted spirituality, suggesting 
with utmost seriousness that he was simply too unearthly to think about sex (this about a 
composer whose love of other earthly pleasures, including food, drink and bawdy humor in 
several languages, was attested and legendary). Of course, there is no concrete evidence 
of Handel’s having engaged in homosexual activity, but there is enough circumstantial 
evidence to justify those biographers in feeling nervous. The Italian and German courts 
in which Handel served during his early 20s were populated by princes and cardinals 
whose homosexuality was an open secret. During his London years, too, many of his 
closest friends and patrons were drawn from social circles known to be gay. None of this 
is conclusive, of course, but serious academic work, such as the book Handel As Orpheus 
(2002, Harvard Univ. Press) by MIT musicologist Ellen T. Harris, combines biographical 
information with a close analysis of his chamber cantatas, to try to connect the dots.



Mark Hayes (1953-) is a contemporary composer and arranger of Christian sacred and 
gospel music. He was raised in a Southern Baptist church tradition, and struggled with 
his homosexuality until he came out at age 39. In Mark’s own words: “Romans 12:2 says, 
Do not be conformed to this world, but continuously be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind so you may prove what God’s will is, what is proper, pleasing and perfect. For 
me, not conforming to the world meant not conforming to the negative theology about 
homosexuality I had believed. It meant not being afraid of what Christian publishers might 
say if they found out I was gay. It meant not believing the negative self-talk that I had fed 
myself 24-7. Transforming my mind meant believing in a God that loves me unconditionally, 
that created me as a gay man with a creative soul and a sensitive spirit. It took courage 
to embrace my sexuality as a gift from God, but it was the best thing I have ever done.” 
Despite suffering rejection from some churches and Christian publishers after coming out, 
Hayes has enjoyed positive reception from others. “The fear that my career would dry up if 
I came out as a gay man was unfounded. If anything, my career has flourished beyond my 
wildest dreams. As I trust God with my future, nothing can harm me. I trust that everything 
I experience is part of the divine plan that is my life.”

Marsha Stevens-Pino (1952-) is a Christian singer-songwriter and recording artist. 
She became born again at age 16, and in the 1970s, she wrote the hit song For Those 
Tears I Died (Come To The Water), founded the first contemporary Christian music group 
Children of the Day, and married a fellow band member. By the end of the 1970s, she 
ended her youthful marriage and came out as a lesbian. Christian Century Magazine 
has said that Stevens became “conservative Christianity’s worst nightmare — a Jesus-
loving, Bible-believing, God-fearing lesbian Christian.” Though ostracized by much of the 
Christian community in which she first was so popular, she has continued her faith music 
ministry within the Metropolitan Community Church and with other open and affirming 
churches. “Somewhat ironically, Stevens has continued to represent the spirit of the Jesus 
movement more faithfully than anyone else from that era. In the early ‘70s, Christian 
bands often traveled the country in vans or buses, playing wherever and whenever they 
could in exchange for a free-will offering and a chance to give their testimonies. Likewise, 
Stevens spent the (past 10 years) in an RV doing from 120-200 concerts a year…She 
eschews worldly possessions, fame, fortune and all the rest for the simple opportunity 
of telling the old, old story of Jesus and His love.” She and her spouse, Cindy, run Balm 
Ministries, a music publishing and mentoring business that focuses on outreach to the 
LGBT community.
Here is the full text of Marsha’s offertory title for today, “Free to Be (Who I Am)”:
I had wandered homeless, a minstrel unto God, longing just to sing my precious tunes,
A person with no people, cast down, but not destroyed, now with your help I’m singing through my deepest wounds.
 
Chorus:
Now I’m free to be in the great I AM,
I’m free to fall and I’m free to stand,
No secrets to hide from the Holy Lamb,
I’m free to be, free to be who I am.
 
Lilies just are lilies, fledglings grow to birds, both without a struggle or a thought,
And all my strongest efforts and best self-righteousness, can’t add an inch of height or make me what I’m not,
 
Someone new, not someone else, Jesus made of me, slavery behind, birthright is mine,
And no one can sell me if I’m free.



City Church and Urban Liturgy invite you to a safe gathering place for people to work out 
a shared spirituality. Urban Liturgy (UL) is an alternate space where workshop spirituality 
can be done through collaborative thinking and sharing. 

While the term “worship” isn't a completely accurate depiction of what takes place, UL 
sessions are intended to provide the mystical, communal, and sacred space experience 
that worship has been for so many others. You will find this space evolves week to week 
as you participate. It is just different.

October Series: Finding God at the intersection of your life. Our new series will be 
focusing on the spirit and mission of the church community.   

todaY:  “Affirming All”— Leif Lind shares his story
Multipurpose Room, 3 p.m.

Please note we will meet all five Saturdays in October!

Help us get a Bloodmobile to City Church on a Saturday.
We need a commitment of at least 40 people, so please contact the church office 

and pledge to donate... Invite others! 
818-244-7241 glendalesda@gmail.com. Thank you!

Join City Church in walking for a cause. You may register at aidswalk.
net and use City Church’s team number 5305 when you join. The 
venue has changed for the first time this year to Downtown L.A.
For carpooling or any other information or questions, please contact 
Arleene Chow, arleenechow@gmail.com.



City Kids’ Worship meets downstairs to different classrooms for age-appropriate 
spiritual experiences with their friends. Children ages birth to 3 are required to 
have one parent stay with them throughout the City Kids’ worship experience.  
Older kids can be dropped off at the multipurpose room and picked up at their 
age-designated classroom as soon as adult worship concludes.

Open Door is a safe space for middle- and high-school students to talk 
about the issues facing them.  Pastor Arleene Chow leads thought-provoking 
discussions on what spirituality looks like in all their relationships and helps 
them make smart decisions as they move towards adulthood. At 11:30, the 
teens are dismissed to join the adults for the sermon and the remainder of 
worship.

Worship for kids and teens

WORSHIP FOR KIDS AND TEENS—10:45 am 
 

 

City Kids Worship kicks off when you drop your children off in our downstairs 
multipurpose room for praise music.  Then our children’s teachers bring the kids 
up to the English Adult Worship for a story in the sanctuary. Following the story, 
kids head back downstairs to different classrooms for age-appropriate spiritual 
experiences with their friends. Parents can pick up their children at their 
designated classroom as soon as adult worship concludes. 
 

Open Door is a safe space for middle- and high school students to talk about the 
issues facing them.  Pastor Arleene Chow leads thought-provoking discussions 
on what spirituality looks like in all their relationships and helps them make smart 
decisions as they move towards adulthood. At 11:30, the teens are dismissed to 
join the adults for the sermon and the remainder of worship. 
 
Please see the map below or ask one of our greeters to help you find your way. 

 
 





To reserve your ticket, you can pay by credit card at GlendaleCommunitasInitiative.org or by 
check or cash by turning them in during the offering collection.  Make your check payable to 
“Communitas" and mark your offering envelope “Communitas Supper.”



eLder of the daY: Didi Mumford                  •  deaCon of the daY: Jerry Wahagheghe

adulT sabbaTh school bible sTudy opTions (9:30-10:30 a.m.) 
 • sAbbAth school QuArterly (trAditionAl, chApel)— Current study theme: “The Book of Job”. If God exists, and is so 
    good, so loving, and so powerful, why is there so much suffering? This quarter’s theme takes up this subject, paying 
    close attention to the controversy between Christ and Satan.
     • English Language Study–Chapel
 • Armenian Language Study–Room 11
 • Romanian Language Study–Room 13
 • grAce center (fellowship hAll, north side)— Current book study: “The Lost History of Christianity: The 1000-Year 
    Golden Age of the Church in the Middle East, Africa, and Asia — and How It Died” by Philip Jenkins. Here is the 
    untold story of the Christian Church’s first 1200 years outside of Western Europe, how it thrived and expanded as 
    far as China and India —even after the arrival of Islam — and what that may signify in today’s conflict between Islam 
    and Christianity. Hailed by Forbes as “one of America’s top religious scholars”, author Jenkins presents his sub-
    stantial findings in a very readable style.
 • the living project (fellowship hAll, south side)—Social and interactive sharing of  personal, cultural, religious, 
    scientific, and scriptural stories.  As we connect with our stories we seek to discover our common story in God.

facebook.com/
glendalecitychurch

@CityChurchGlen iTunes audio sermons
“Glendale City Church”

Sanctuary Service                            Romanian Service                                             Armenian Service
Sanctuary, every Saturday,11 a.m.       Fellowship Hall, 1st, 2nd, 3rd Saturdays, 11 a.m.        Chapel, every Saturday 11 a.m.

Worship options

Videos of our services available at glendalecitychurch.org or YouTube

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
adventistpeace.org

ChurCh direCtorY
Pastoral Staff

Todd Leonard, Senior (818-244-7241 office) 
Arleene Chow, Youth & Young Adults (818-472-5287) 
Leif  Lind, Church Administration (909-557-5230)
Anthony Paschal, Church Life (951-756-3605)

Church Officers
Head Elder–John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Deacon–Ronald Matusea (818-730-0350)
Head Deaconess–Eleanor Posner (818-281-5822)
Church Board Chair–Rudy Torres (714-318-1975)
Sanctuary Choir–Clarissa Shan (909-709-3596), director
Organist–Kemp Smeal (714-658-4885); 
              Taylor Ruhl, assistant (909-557-5229)

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Rudy Torres, Emeritus  (714-318-1975)
Hovik Sarrafian, Armenian Senior (909-796-9536)
Vartkes Azadian, Armenian Associate (626-335-6507)
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian (909-528-2545)

Secretary–Victoria Lucero (glendalesda@gmail.com)
Treasurer–Dean Vendouris (818-244-7241, office)
Church Clerk–Mindi Rüb (mindilus@mac.com)
Children’s Ministry Asst.–Anji Arm (818-632-7374)
Audio Visual–Michael Acosta (michaelacosta@earthlink.net)
A+ School Board Chair–Glen Christensen 
                     (plbboss@aol.com)
A+ School Director–Malisa Smith (818-241-9353)
Facilities Administrator–Wayne Libby (760-409-6719)


