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“Revealing Christ, affirming all.”

Finding God at the Intersection of Our Lives

April 16, 2016



Prelude                             “Prelude and Fugue in F Major”                  Vincent Lübeck
                               Kemp Smeal, organ

Call to Worship                                                                                   
Today we come to celebrate the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!
Jesus gave his life upon the cross in order that we might have eternal life.

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,
until all the world adores his sacred name!

Hymn of Praise                         “Stand Up for Jesus”                                     No. 618

Welcome & Prayers of the Congregation                                            Todd Leonard
(Please remain standing for prayer)

Prayer Response        And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings,
Bear you on the breath of dawn, Make you to shine like the sun,

And hold you in the palm of God’s hand.
                                   And hold you in the palm of God’s hand.                    — Isaiah 40:31

Anthem                                  “His Eye is on the Sparrow”         arr. Christopher Bennett

Scripture Reading                Proverbs 23:23; Ruth 1:16,17              Hamzik Keshishzade
Buy the truth and do not sell it—
    wisdom, instruction and insight as well.

R
But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you 
go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your 
God my God. Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. 

May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.”

Anthem                                     “My Jesus, I Love Thee”                      arr. Paul Sjolund

Worship— 11:00 a.m.  (Please turn off all cell phones & pagers)



Sermon                               “Buy the Truth and Sell It Not”                    Hovik Sarrafian

Call to Offering                                                                                     

Offertory                                  “The Lord Is My Light”                          Francis Allitsen 
Tim Gonzales, tenor

(Unless otherwise marked, loose offering goes to local church expense)

Hymn of Response                    “On a Hill Far Away”                                     No. 159
 (1) On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 
 The emblem of suffering and shame, 
 And I love that old cross where the dearest and best
 For a world of lost sinners was slain.  

 Refrain: 
 So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 
 Till my trophies at last I lay down; 
 I will cling to the old rugged cross, 
 And exchange it some day for a crown.  

 (2) Oh, that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, 
 Has a wondrous attraction for me, 
 For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above, 
 To bear it on dark Calvary.  

 (3) To the old rugged cross I will ever be true, 
 Its shame and reproach gladly bear; 
 Then He’ll call me some day to my home far away, 
 Where His glory forever I’ll share.

Benediction (Please be seated after the benediction)                                      Hovik Sarrafian

Choral Response               “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”                                  Lutkin

Postlude                                       “Toccata, Opus 59”                                   Max Reger

f
Whether you’re a regular member or a visitor, we encourage you to continue to fellowship 

with our Church family after the worship service!
Please also feel free to contact any of our pastoral staff if you have a question, want a visit, or need help.



     Today we honor a “church within a church”, our Armenian congregation, which has been 
with us since 1980, starting with a small group from Iran holding Sabbath School in Armenian in the 
Fellowship Hall. A year later the group desired to hold worship services, and retired Pastor Melcon 
Gasparian was called to shepherd the group once a month. In 1986 Dr. Hovik Sarrafian came to 
pastor so that the Congregation could have more regular services. Dr. Sarrafian has been their pastor 
now for 20 years. 
     Printed here is a feature article written by church member Dorothy Colvin in a 1986 church newsletter.  



Get to Know the People in Your Church Better This Year!  As an inclusive and welcoming congregation, Glendale 
City Church has a wonderfully diverse group of people who call this church home. In 2016, we are focusing on a 
different segment of our congregation each month. Today our Armenian congregation has arranged for Dr. Hovik 
Sarrafian to speak during our morning worship; they will also provide a special catered lunch for us in the 
Fellowship Hall. We hope you enjoy the variety of experiences that will help us grow together in fellowship.
We received the sad news that Gayle Tucker, co-host of Lifestyle Magazine and co-presenter of “Mad About Marriage” 
seminars, passed away on April 10 after a brief struggle with pancreatic cancer. Our prayers are with her husband 
Mike and family.
We are sad to announce the passing of long-time church member Thelma de Bock on April 4. She was 97. A 
memorial service for her will be held May 7 in the Chapel at 3 p.m.
The memorial service for, Kathryn Magarian will be held in this church on May 28 at 2:30 p.m., after the fellowship 
meal that day.
Choir staff singer Stephanie Aston has requested prayers for Cheryl Walters, mother of one of her closest friends, 
who is recovering after passing out and fracturing her skull, causing brain hemorrhage. Let us remember her as she 
starts a slow and painful recovery process.
On Saturday, April 23, South Fellowship Hall, 1:45 p.m. following potluck, you are very cordially invited to an 
hour of prayer and inspiration. In this hour we will be praying to our heavenly Father to strengthen us no matter 
where we are in our lives. Praying is very healing and reminds us all that our God is timeless. Part of our time together 
will be spent discussing the impact of prayer on humanity in terms of history, sociology, and psychology. Suggestions 
are welcome. The class will be led by church member Gabriela Keller. 

We have not forgotten the Church Directory! We will begin to take photos again, starting on April 23. Please see 
Victoria if you would like to have your picture taken before or after the worship service. You may make arrangements 
with her by calling the office as well. 
L.A. Adventist Forum, Saturday, April 23, 3 p.m., Chapel. The speakers are Brian Bull, M.D., Professor of 
Pathology & Human Anatomy, Loma Linda University, School of Medicine; and Fritz Guy, Ph.D., Research Professor 
of Philosophical Theology, HMS Richards Divinity School, La Sierra University.  The title of their presentation is:  
Translations of Genesis--For Better and for Worse. All welcome!

Free Lionelle Harris concert on Saturday, April 23rd at the White Memorial Church at 5:30 p.m.
Love Adds to Love Seminar coming April 30: “Mental Health and Well-Being for the Christian.” Presented by Dr. 
Doug Nies, the program will discuss the role that mental health professionals can serve in helping us grow as people 
of faith.  This Saturday afternoon 1-hour seminar begins at 2:00 p.m. in the Chapel and is open to the public.
Prayers & Tax-deductible Donations for Daniel Chaney. If you wish to help Daniel as he recovers and is unable 
to work, make a tax-deductible donation through the church. Mark the pew envelope “Daniel Chaney Medical Fund” 
and place it in the offering plate; or donate online at http://glendalecitychurch.org/donate. (For online giving, you must 
register with Adventist giving; once you log on, you will see a line item under Local Church that says Daniel Chaney 
Medical Fund.) 
Greater Los Angeles Region Convocation, April 20-22 (Wed-Fri), 7:00 p.m., Breath of Life Worship Center (425 S. 
La Brea Ave., Inglewood). The program continues Saturday and Sunday at the White Memorial Church.
Pathway to Health is still in need of dentists, surgeons, licensed drivers, and translators for an event on April 27. 
Contact Betty Cooney–bcooney818@sbcglobal.net, 818/256-8400.

Carpool. Out of town Pathway to Health participant is looking to ride with a City Church participant. Contact Charles–
ce3hodgin@uniserve.com; 604/316-2971.

ChurCh Life  
All are welcome—whoever you are, whatever your journey or background.  God excludes no one, and neither do we.

upComing musiCaL events 
(All free, unless noted)

• Noon Concerts, every 1st & 3rd Wednesday 

upComing sermons & events
April 23     A+ 35th Anniversary     Rudy Torres & Todd Leonard
April 30                                                                                Todd Leonard

  

Take control now and learn how to manage your diabetes! 
 

Attend our free diabetes workshops and learn more about: 

 Nutrition 

 Exercise 

 Medications 

 Caring for your teeth, eyes and  feet 

 Talking to your physician and pharmacist  
 

Open to pre-diabetics, diabetics and caregivers. 
 

Receive a FREE gift for completing the workshop! 
 

Dates: Every Tuesday for 6 weeks 

   April 5, 12, 19, 26, May 3rd & 10th  

Time: 10:30AM to 12:30PM 

Location: Glendale City Church, 610 E. California  Ave., Glendale, CA 91206 

  Parking is located on the lower level of the Fashion Center parking structure. Entrance to 
the church is on California Avenue. 

Reserve your seat today! 

To register, call Rita Ayvazian, Community Services at  
Glendale Adventist Medical Center, at (818) 409-8514 

This is meeting at City Church on Tuesdays. 
Contact Rita 818-409-8514 if you are interested. 
The last day to register is April 19. 



urban
liturgy

Multipurpose 
Room
3 pm

Today:
• Glocalization. We are exploring global 
challenges and seeking out local solutions. 

Next Week, April 23:

On April 23 Urban Lit will join 
Greenworks and Alliance HS 
at Hyde Park to plant trees! 

(If you do not attend Urban Lit, 
you are still welcome to join us)

Contact Anthony Paschal for time,
carpooling, or any other further 

information.



voLunteers needed! Thanks to the Ramasamy 
family, Cheri Watson, Victoria Lucero, and Arleene Chow 
for working to purchase and prepare meals on May 1 
and May 22! With Vallejo Drive Church and La Crescenta 
Presbyterian preparing meals on the other Sundays, this 
means we already have all our food preparation covered 
for the month!  Now we need volunteers to help with 
setup, food service, and cleanup. Each Sunday (May 1, 8, 
15, 22 and 29) we need the following volunteers from 12 
noon–3:00 pm:

• 2 Kitchen Volunteers: provide food preparation assistance, help serve food on the buffet line and 
  wash dishes and clean up the kitchen
• 4 Dining Room Volunteers: set up tables and chairs, help serve food on the buffet line, and put 
  away tables and chairs
• 1 Facility Supervisor: a person who provides logistical support to the volunteers and has facility 
  keys to necessary rooms and cabinets (these will be provided)

Send an email right now to glendalesda@gmail.com or fill out a connection card from the pew in 
front of you and turn it in during offering collection with the dates you can volunteer, and indicate 
whether you want to work in the kitchen or dining room.



Exciting changes are coming to our morning Children’s Ministry! 
Our new program begins May 21. 

 
In addition to the morning service for City Kids, there will be a Courtyard 
Campfire every 3rd Saturday at 6:30pm. Enjoy campfire songs, 
devotional and s’mores! You may also bring a dish/snack to share. 







To participate, simply tear out this flyer and present to the casheir on 
specific date and time. There are also additional flyers in the foyer to share 

with others. Thank you for your support!



Sanctuary Service
Sanctuary, every Saturday,11 a.m.

Romanian Service
Fellowship Hall, 1st, 2nd, 3rd Sabbaths, 11 a.m.

Armenian Service
Chapel, every Saturday 11 a.m.

Kid’s Breakfast & Sing-a-long, Multipurpose Room, Below the Sanctuary 
Beginners, 0-4 yrs, Room 2, Below the Sanctuary
Kindergarten, 4 -7 years, Room 1, Below the Sanctuary
Primary/3-5th gr, Room 3, Below the Sanctuary
Juniors/6-8th gr, Room 4, Below the Sanctuary
Teens/9-12th gr, Teen Room, YA Café, Below the Chapel
Armenian, Room 11, Below the Chapel
Romanian, General, Room 13, Below the Chapel  

PROUD TO BE AN 
ADVENTIST PEACE

FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
adventistpeace.org

sabbath sChooL CLassesWorship options

ChurCh direCtory

    eLder of the day: Wanda Koffman          •   deaCon of the day:  Jerry Wahagheghe

aduLt sabbath sChooL bibLe study options (9:30-10:30 a.m.) 
 • Chapel – Sabbath SChool Quarterly (traditional)— Current study theme: “The Book of Matthew” by Andy Nash, 
    professor and pastor at Southern Adventist University in Collegedale, Tennessee. Matthew focuses on the life of 
    Christ as the promised Messiah for Israel.
 • GraCe Center (FellowShip hall, north Side)— Current book study: “Misr∃∀ding scripture with western eyes: reMoving 
    cultural Blinders to Better understand the BiBle” by E. R. Richards & B. J. O’Brien. Who we are and where we come 
    from affects how we read the Bible. This fascinating study examines 9 key areas where Westerners may have 
    significantly different assumptions than what is actually going on in the text, including differences in societal mores, 
    language, the honor and shame codes, individualism vs. collectivism, the perception of time, and virtue and vice. 
    Welcome to a thought-provoking discussion!
 • the livinG projeCt (FellowShip hall, South Side)—Social and interactive sharing of  personal, cultural, religious, 
    scientific, and scriptural stories.  As we connect with our stories we seek to discover our common story in God.

Pastoral Staff

Todd Leonard, Senior (818-244-7241 office) 
Arleene Chow, Youth & Young Adults (818-472-5287) 
Leif  Lind, Church Administration (909-557-5230)
Anthony Paschal, Church Life (951-756-3605)

Church Officers
Head Elder–John Nielsen (818-605-0057)
Head Deacon–Ronald Matusea (818-730-0350)
Head Deaconess–Eleanor Posner (818-281-5822)
Church Board Chair–Rudy Torres (714-318-1975)
Sanctuary Choir–Clarissa Shan (909-709-3596), director
Children Choir—Argenta Walther (831-419-3171), director
Organist–Kemp Smeal (714-658-4885); 
              Taylor Ruhl, assistant (909-557-5229)

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Rudy Torres, Pastor Emeritus  (714-318-1975)
Hovik Sarrafian, Armenian Senior Pastor (909-796-9536)
Vartkes Azadian, Armenian Associate Pastor (626-335-6507)
Dorin Lataeanu, Romanian Pastor (909-528-2545)

Secretary–Victoria Lucero (glendalesda@gmail.com)
Treasurer–Dean Vendouris (818-244-7241, office)
Church Clerk–Mindi Rüb (mindilus@mac.com)
Children’s Ministry Asst.–Anji Arm (818-632-7374)
Audio Visual–Michael Acosta (michaelacosta@earthlink.net)
A+ School Board Chair–Glen Christensen 
                     (plbboss@aol.com)
A+ School Director–Malisa Smith (818-241-9353)
Facilities Administrator–Wayne Libby (760-409-6719)

Videos of our worship services can be viewed on demand at any time at glendalecitychurch.org, 
YouTube, or Vimeo.

facebook.com/
glendalecitychurch @CityChurchGlen iTunes audio sermons

"Glendale City Church"


